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PRELIMINARY  DISSERTATION. 
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In  the  extensive  plan  which  is  carried  cm 

under  the  direction  of  the  great  Governor 

of  the  universe,  an  attentive  observer  will 

frequently  perceive  the  most  unexpected 

ends,    accoAiplished   by  means   the  most 

improbable,   and  events  branch  out  into 

effects,  which  were  neither  foreseen  nor 

intended  by  the  agents  which  produced 

them,     A  slight  view  of  the  cpnsequen-* 

ces  which  have  hilherto  resulted  from  our 
VOL.  I.       •  A 
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intercourse  with  the  East-Indies,  will  .suffi- 
ciently evince  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 

The  thirst  of  conquest,  and  the  desire 
of  gain,  which  first  drew  the  attention  of 
the  most  powerful  and  enlightened  na- 
tions of  Europe  toward  the  fruitful  re- 
gions of  Hindoostan,  have  been  the  means 
of  opening  sources  of  knowledge  and  in- 
formation to  the  learned  and  the  curious, 
and  have  added  to  the  stock  of  the  literary 
world,  treasures,  which  if  not  so  substan- 
tial, are  of  a  nature  more  permanent  than 
those  which  have  enriched  the  commer- 
cial. 

The  many  el^ant  translations  from  the 
different  Oriental  languages,,  with  which 
the  world  has  been  favoured  within  these 
last  few  years,  have  not  failed  to  attract 
merited  attention ;  and  the  curiosity  awa- 


m 

kened  by  these  productions,  concerning  the 
people  with  whom  they  originated,  has  been 
gratified  fay  the  labours  of  men>  who  have 
enjoy td  the  first  rank  in  literary  fame. 

Still,  however,  the  writers  in  every 
branch  of  Oriental  literature  have  to  con- 
tend with  dis^vantages,  too  numerous  and 
too  powerful  to  be  easily  overcome.  The 
names  of  the  heroes  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
are  rendered  familiar,  at  a  period  of  life, 
when  the  mind  receives  every  impression 
with  facility,  and  tenaciously  retains  the 
impressions  it  receives.  With  the  name 
of  every  hero,  the  idea  of  his  character  is 

associated,  and  the  whole  becomes  after- 
ward so  connected  in  the  mind,  with  the 

blissful   pejiod  of  life   at  which  it  was 

first  received,  that  the  recollected  scenes 

of  juvenile  felicity  may  frequently,  even 

in  the  most  accomplished  mind$,  be  found 
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to  give  a  zest  to  the  charms  of  the  ancient 
authors.  To  those,  who  have  not  had 
the  advantages  of  an  early  classical  educa* 
tion,  the  same  objections  which  render 
the  translations  from  the  Oriental  writers 
tiresome,  and  uninteresting,  will  operate 
with  equal  force  on  the  most  beautiful 
passages  of  H6mer,  or  Virgil;  and  the 
names  of  Glaucus  and  Sarpedon,  of  An- 
chises  and  Eneas,  be  found  as  hard  to  re- 
member, and  as  diiSicult  to  pronounce,  as 
those  of  Krishna  and  Arjoun. 

Of  these  advantages,  resulting  from 
early  prepossessions,  the  Persian  and  Hin- 
doo writers  are  entirely  destitute,  and  the 
difficulty  of  reconciling  the  sounds  of  the 
names  of  their  heroes  to  an  European  ear, 
is  so  great,  that  it  is  not  till  after  a  greater 
degree  of  attention  than  the  generality  of 

ft 

readers  will  bestow,  that  any  appropriate 


idea  of  theA  can  be  fixed  in  the  mind. 
This  appears  to  be  at  least  one  cause  of 
that  ignorance  and  indifference,  with  re- 
gard to  the  aifi^rs  of  the  East,  which  is 
frequently  to  be  remarked  in  minds,  that 
are  in  every  other  respect  highly  culti- 
vated, and  accurately  informed.  For  the 
sake  of  readers  of  this  description,  particu- 
larly  those  of  my  own  sex,  who  may  have 
be^n  deterred,  by  reasons  above  hinted  at, 
from  seeking  information  from  a  more 
copious  source,  I  think  it  necessary  toward 
explaining  many  passages  in  the  letters  of 
the  Rajah,  which  might  otherwise  be  un- 
intelligible, to  give  a  short  and  simple 
sketch  of  the  history  of  the  nation  to 
which  they  belonged.  Should  my  feeble 
effort  lead  to  further  enquiry;  should  it, 
in  the  mind  of  any  person  of  taste,  give 
birth  to  a  laudable  curiosity,  upon  a  sub- 
ject where  so  much  is  to  be  learned,  my 


design  will  be  still  more  fiiUy  answered^ 
and  my  wishes  more  completely  fulfilled* 

That  part  of  Asia  known  to  Europeans 
by  the  name  of  Hindoostan,  eisctends  from 
the  mountains  of  Thibet  on  the  north,  to 
the  countries  of  the  Deecan  on  the  south. 
It  is  separated  from  Persia  and  Uzbec  Tar- 
tary  by  deserts  on  the  west ;  and  on  the 
elust,  is  bounded  by  the  kingdoms  of  Tipra, 
Assam,  and  Arracan ;  comprehending  with- 
in  its  limits  a  variety  0f  provinces,  many 
of  which  have  been  famous,  from  the 
earliest  ages,  for  the  salubrity  of  their 
climate,  the  richness  of  their  productions, 
and  the  fertility  of  their  soil.  Of  this 
country,  the  Hindoos*  are  the  Aborigines. 
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*  The  word  Hind,  fn>m  whence  Hindoo,  and  Hin- 
doostan*  or  comtry  of  the  Hindoos^  is  of  Persian  origin, 
computed  by  Colonel  Dow  to  have  been  derived  from 
Hind,  a  supposed  son  of  Han,  the  son  of  Noah ;  and 


vu 


Ovet  the  origin  of  this  celehr&ted  people, 

« 

timt  1ms  cast  the  impenetrable  mantle  of 
dblivion.  Their  own  annals  trace  it  iiack 
to  a  period  so  remote,  so  far  beyond  the 
date  of  Eiiropean  chronology,  as  to  be  re^ 
jected  by  European  pi'ide.  The  magtiifi*- 
cent  proofa  of  ancient  grandeur,  however, 
which  are  still  to  be  found,  and  which 
have  been  sought  for  With  the  most  suc- 
cessful assiduity  by  many  of  our  country* 

men  in  India,  give  the  most  irrefragable 
testimony  of  the  antiquity  of  their  empire, 
and  seem  to  confirm  the  assertion  of  its 
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by  oUiar  OrieDtelists,  to  owe  its  origiii  to  the  river  Indus. 
For  the  sake  of  such  as  take  pleasul-e  in  tracing  etymolo- 
gies, I  insert  a  note  written  on  the  margin  of  the  copy 
of  Geatoo  Laws,  now  in  my  possession,  by  one  whose 
knowledge  of  the  Penian  language  has  not  b«w  cxcefled 
by  any.  He  says,  "  The  word  Hind  is  often  used  by 
the  Persian  Poets  to  signify  Black,  or  dark-coloured, 
and  it  is  probable  tbat  Hindoo  may  mean  no  more  than 
a  Mtek  man,  as  our  negro  ftom  J^Mgtr/' 
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historiahSj  '^  that  its  duration  is,  not  to  be 
'*  paralleled  by  the  history  of  any  other  . 
*'  portion  of  the  human  race."  To  account 
for  this  extraordinary  degree  of  perma- 
nency, we  must  direct  our  attention,  not 
to  the  barriers  formed  by  nature  around 
their  territories,  but  to  those  internal 
causes,  arising  from  the  nature  of  their 
gwemmenty  thdr  laws,  reUgum,  moral  pre- 
judices, and  established  manners. 

The  ancient  goremment,  throughout 
Hindoostan,  appears  to  have  been  a  fede- 
rative union  of  the  various  states,  each 
governed  by  its  own  Rajah,  or  Chief,  but 
subjected,  in  a  sort  of  feudal  vassalage,  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  supreme  Emperor, 
who  was  head  of  the  whole. 

•     The  manner  in  which  the  Rajahs  of  the 
Hindoos  -exercised  the  rights  of  dominion 
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over  their  people,  bears  so  little  analogy 
to  that  practised  by  the  petty  sovereigns 
of  such  European  states  as  are  placed  in 
circumstances  nearly  similar,  that  it  would 
be  doing  the  greatest  injustice  to  the  ami* 
sdble  and  benevolent  character  of  the  Hin- 
doos, to  bring  them  into  comparison. .  There 
the  right  of  sovereignty  bore  the  mild  as* 
pect  of  parental  authority.  The  prince 
considered  the  people  in  the  light  of  chil- 
dren, whom  he  was  appointed  by  Heaven 
to  protect  and  cherish ;  and  the  affectibn 
of  the  subject  for  the  prince,  under  whose 
Ig-  auspices  he  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  free* 
dom,  and  tranquillity, .  was  heightened  by 
esteem  for  his  virtues,  into  the  most  invio- 
lable attachment.* 


*  The  descriptions  of  the  Poet,  may  sometimes  be 
called  in  to  justify,  and  illustrate,  the  assertions  of  the 
Historian.  In  this  light,  the  following  passage  from  the 
l^autiAil  drama  of  Sacontala,  which  was  performed  at 


The  division  of  the  Hindoos  into  four 
Casts,  OT  tribes,  to  each  of  which  a  parti* 
cular  station  w^s  allotted,  and  peculiar 
duties  were  assigned,  might,  doubtless,  be 
another  cause,  which  lent  its  aid  toward 
the  preservation  of  the  general  harmony. 
This  division  must  have  been  taiade.at  a 
period  too  remote  for  investigation;  and 


the  court  of  an  Indian  Monarch,  celebrated  for  his  love 
of  the  arts,  and  the  encouragement  he  gave  to  pdite 
literature  in  the  first  century  before  Christ,  may  not  be 
unacceptable.  *'  There  sits  the  King  of  men,  who  has 
felicity  at  command,  yet  shews  equal  respect  to  all : 
here  no  subject,  even  of  the  lowest  class,  is  received 
with  c<mtempt.'' "  Thou  seekest  not  thy  own  plea- 
sure, no,  it  is  for  the  people  thou  art  harassed  from 
day  to  day.'* "  When  thou  wieldest  the  rod  of  jus- 
tice, thou  bringest  to  order,  all  those  who  have  devi- 
*'  ated  from  the  paUis  of  virtue ;  thou  biddest  contention 
ceaae ;  thou  wast  formed  for  the  preservation  of  thy 
people;  thy  kindred  possess,  indeed,  consideraMe 
weaMi ;  but  so  boundless  b  thy  affection,  that  aU  thg 
**  iuifects  are  canskkred  bp  thee  tu  thy  kmsmtnJ* 
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which  fie^ns  to  set  conjectiu^  at  defiance. 
It  is  by  the  Hindoo  writers  wrapt  in  the 
veil  of  allegory;  they  say,  that  Brahma, 
the  first  person  in  their  Triad  of  Deity, 
having  received  the  power  from  the  Su- 
preme for  the  creation  of  manlund,  created 
the  Hindoos  in  the  following  manner : 

From  his  mouth  he  produced  the  Bra- 
min,  and  destined  his  rank  to  be  the  most 
eminent;  allotting,  for  his  business,  the 
performance  of  the  rites  of  reUgion^  and 
the  instruction  of  mankind  in  the  path  of 
duty. 


The  next  tribe  he  created  was  the  Khet- 
trie,  or  war  tribe,  and  this  he  produced 
from  his  arms,  his  duty  being  to  defend  the 
peopky  to  govern^  and  to  command ;  of  this 
tribe  were  the  ancient  Rajahs. 


xu 


He  next  produced  the  Bice,  or  Bany an^ 
from  his  thighs  and  belly,  assigning  him 
the  occupations  of  agriculture^  and  com- 
merce.    And  lastly. 

He  created  from  his  feet  the  tribe  of 
Sooder,  and  to  him  allotted  the  duties  of 
subjection^  labour^  and  obedience. 

The  respective,  and  peculiar  virtues  of 
these  different  Casts,  are  admirably  de- 
scril^ed  in  the  following  passage  of  the 
Bhagvat  Geeta,  an  episode,  from  their 
great  epic  poem,  translated  into  English 
by  Mr  Wilkins; 

"  The  natural  duty  of  the  Bramin  is 
"  peace,  self-restraint,  patience,  rectitude, 
"  vsrisdom,  and  learning.  The  natural  du- 
"  lies  of  the  Khettrie,  are  bravery,  glory, 
"  not  to  flee  from  the  field ;   rectitude, 
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"  generosity,  and  princely  conduct.  The 
"  natural  duties  of  the  Bice  are  to  culti- 
^^  vate  the  land,  to  tend  the  cattle,  and  to 
"  buy  and  sell.  The  natural  duty  of  the 
"  Sooder  is  servitude ;  a  man,  by  following 
the  duties  appointed  by  his  birth,  cannot 
do  wrong.  'A  man  being  contented  mth 
his  own  particular  situation  obtaineth  per- 
fectUmJ^ 


Though  all  Bramins  are  not  priests, 
none  but  such  as  are  of  this  Cast  can  per- 
form any  offices  of  the  priestly  function* 
The  members  of  every  other  Cast  preserve 
for  theirs  the  most  respectfiil  veneration, 
and  a  spirit  of  partiality  toward  them 
seems  to  breathe  throughout  their  laws,  as 
well  as  religious  institutions. 

Those  who  take  pleasure  in  pointing  the 
shafts  of  sarcasm  against  the  order  of  the 
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•priesthood,  (without  considering,  that  in- 
vectives against  any  society  of  individuals, 
are  only  satires  upon  human  nature),  will 
readily  assign  to  the  Bramins  themselves, 
the  formation  of  laws  which  appear  so 
favourable  to  their  interests,  and  produce 
it  as  an  additional  proof  of  priestly  cun- 
ning and  ambition ;  but  a  moment's  reflec- 
tion on  the  duties,  as  well  as  privileges,  of 
this  Cast,  will  put  an  end  to  invidious  ex- 
ultation. 

An  abhorrence  of  the  shedding  of  blood, 
is  a  principle  which  pervades  the  whole  of 
the  Hindoo  religion ;  but  the  Bramins  ob- 
serve it  in  the  strictest  degree.  They  eat 
nothing  that  has  life  in  it ;  their  food  con- 
sisting entirely  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  and 
their  only  luxury  being  the  milk  of  the 
cow,  an  animal  for  whose  species  they  have 
a  particular  veneration.     Not  only  every 
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act  of  hostility,  but  even  every  method  of 
defence,  is  tq  them  strictly  prohibited; 
submittiBg  to  violence  with  unreaiating 
patience  and  humiUty,  they  leave  it  to 
God,  and  their  Rajahs,  to  avenge  whatever 
injuries  they  may  sustain. 

^  ^^ 

The  separation  of  the  different  Casts, 

from  each  other,  is  absolute  and  irreversi* 

hie ;  it  forms  the  fundamental  principle  of 

their  l^ws,  and  the  slightest  breach  of  it 

never  fails  to  incur  imiversal  reprobation. 

Thus,  those  sources  of  disquiet,  which 
have  held  most  of  the  empires  of  the  earth 
in  a  state  of  perpetual  agitation,  were  un- 
known to  the  peaceful  children  of *firahma. 
The  turbulence  of  ambition,  the  emulations 
of  envy,  and  the  murmura  of  discontent, 
were  equally  unknown  to  a  people,  where 
each  individual,  following  the  occupation, 
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and  walking  in  the  steps  of  his  fathers, 
considered  it  as  his  primary  duty  to  keep 
in  the  situation  that  he  firmly  believed  to 
have  been  marked  out  for  him  by  the 
hand  of  Providence. 

In  the  spirit  of  the  religion  of  the  Hin- 
doos,  a  still  more  efficient  cause  of  the  du- 
rability  of  their  state  presents  itself  to  our 
view.  Original  in  its  nature^  and  absolute 
in  its  decrees,  its  precepts  induce  a  total 
seclusion  from  the  rest  of  mankind.  Far, 
however,  from  disturbing  those  who  are 
of  a  different  faith,  by  endeavours  to  con- 
vert them,  it  does  not  even  admit  of  pro- 
selytes to  its  own.  Though  tenacious  of 
tlieir  ovim  doctrines,  in  a  degree  that  is 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  any  other  re- 
ligion, the  most  fervent  zeal  in  the  most 
pious  Hindoos,  leads  them  neither  to  hate, 
nor  despise,  nor  pity  such  as  are  of  a  dif- 
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ferent  belief,  nor  does  it  suffer  them  to 
consider  others  as  less  favoured  by  the 
Almighty  than  themselres.  This  spirit  of 
unbounded  toleration  proceeded  in  a  natu- 
Tal  course  from  the  sublime  and  exalted 
notions  of  the  Deity  taught  by  the  Bra* 
mins^  and  every  where  to  be  met  with 
in  their  writings,  and  which  are  only  equal* 
led  in  that  Gospel,  ^^  which  brought  life 
^  and  immortality  to  %ht." 

That  Being  whom  they  distinguish  by 
the  different  appellations  of  the  Principlt 
of  Tnah,  the  Spirit  of  fFisdom,  the  Su- 
prtmCj  by  whom  the  universe  was  spread 
abroad,  whose  perfections  none  can  grasp 
within  the  limited  circle  of  ^  human  ideas, 
views,  they  say,  with  equal  complacency, 
all  who  are  studious  to  perform  his  will 
throughout  the  immense  family  of  creation. 
They  deem  it  dietogaitory  to  the  character 
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of  this  Being,  to  say  that  he  prefers  on^ 
religion  to  another ;  ^^  to  suppose  such  pre- 
"  ference  being  the  height  of  impiety,  as 
"  it  would  be  supposing  injustice  toward 
"  those  whom  he  left  ignorant  of  his  will :" 
and  they  therefore  conclude  that  every  reli- 
gion is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  country 
and  people  where  it  is  practised.*  The 
Bramins,  who  compiled  the  code  of  Gentoo 
laws,  translated  by  Mr  Halhed,  explain 
their  opinion  upon  this  subject  in  very  ex- 
plicit terms :  "  The  truly  intelligent  (say 
^  they)  well  know  that  the  differences  and 
^  varieties  of  created  things  are  a  ray  of 
^  his  glorious  essence,  and  that  the  con- 

*  trarieties  of  constitutions  are  types  of 

*  his  wonderful  attributes.  He  appointed 
^  to  each  tribe  its  own  faith,  and  to  every 
^  Sect  its  own  religion,  and  views,  in  each 


*  See  Crawford's  Sketches, 
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pafticular  place,  the  mode  of  worship  re- 
spectively appointed  it.  Sometimes  he 
is  employed,  with  the  attendants  upon 
the  Mosque,  in  counting  the  sacred 
*'  beads ;  sometimes  he  is  in  the  temple 
''  at  the  adoriation  of  idols,  the  intimate 
"  of  the  Mussulman,  and  the  friend  of 
"  the  Hindoo,  the  companion  of  the  Chris- 
"  tian,  and  the  confidant  of  the  Jew." 

A  toleration  founded  upon  such  sys- 
tematic principles,  would  necessarily  ex- 
clude those  argumentative  disputations, 
those  cruel  and  obstinate  animosities, 
which,  alas !  under  a  dispensation  whose 
very  essence  is  benevolence,  have  so  often 
disturbed  the  peace  of  society.  There  the 
acrimonious  censure,  the  keen  retort,  the 
vehement  invective  against  those  who 
diflered  in  opinion,  was  totally  unknown. 
Under  the  banners  of  their  religion,  the 


irascible  passions  were  never  ranged.  ^'  He,  ^ 
"  my  servant,"  says  Krishna,  speaking  in 
the  person  of  the  Deity,  "  He,  my  ser*- 
"  vant,  is  dear  to  me,  who  xb  free  from  en- 
^^  miij^  merciful,  and  exempt  from  pride 
^'  and  selfishness,  and  who  is  the  same  iii 
^^  pain  and  in  pleasure,  patient  of  wrongs, 
^^  contented,  and  whose  mind  is  fixed  on 
"  me  alone."  ' 

A  further  view  of  their  religious  system 
may  be  necessary,  apd  will,  perhaps,  be 
sufficient  to  elucidate  another  character- 
istic feature  of  the  Hindoos,  which  has 
forcibly  struck  all  who  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  them.  The  patience 
evinced  by  this  mild  and  gentle  race  imder 
the  severest  suffering,  and  the  indifference 
with  which  they  view  the  approach  of 
death,  which  has  been  severally  assigned 
to  constitutional  apathy,  to  their  mode  of 


living,  ^nd  to  the  ddicate  texture  of  their 
bodies,  may  perhaps  be  equally  accounted 
for,  from  their  firm  and  stedfast  belief  in  a 
foture  state.  This  belief,  indeed,  is  dark^ 
ened  by  many  errors.  They  believe  that 
the  human  soul  must  be  purified  by  sufier- 
ing,  and  that  it  is  not  till  after  having  un- 
dergone this  expiatory  discipline  through 
a  series  of  different  bodies,  that  it  becomes 
worthy  of  admission  to  eternal  happiness. 
The  evils  inflicted  upon  the  seemingly  in- 
offensive, is  attributed  by  them  as  a  pu- 
nishment for  crimes  committed  in  a  pre- 
existent  state.  Revolting  from  the  idea 
of  eternal  punishment,  as  incompatible 
with  the  justice  and  goodness  of  their 
Creator,  they  believe  that  the  souls  of  the 
wicked,  after  having  been  for  a  time  con*- 
fined  in  Narekha  (the  infernal  regions)  are 
sent  back  upon  the  stage  of  life,  to  ani- 
mate the  bodies  of  the  inferior  creation. 
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till  by  various .  chastisements  and  transmi- 
grations in  these  probationary  states,  every 
vicious  inclination  is  sufficiently  corrected 
to  admit  of  their  reception  into  the  regions 
of  perfection  and  happiness.  "  Animated 
'^  by  the  desire  of  obtaining  .that  fimd 
"  boon,"  says  a  late  historian,*  *'  and  fired 
^*  by  all  the  glorious  promises  of  their  re- 
^^  ligion,  the  patient  Hindoo  smiles  amid 
"  unutterable  misery,  and  exults  in  every 
"  dire  variety  of  voluntary  torture/' 

Notwithstanding  the  sublime  notions  of 
the  Hindoo  concerning  deity;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  ,  strenucFus  assertions  of 
the  best  informed  Bramins,  even  at  the 
present  day,  that  their  worship  is  only. di- 
rected to  one  divine  essence,  and  that  the 
piany  inferior  deities,   whose  images  fill 

*  See  Maurice's  Antiquities. 
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their .  iem]des,  are  but .  so  many  emblems 
of  lus  different  attributes,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, that  the  religion  of  the  vulgar  has 
degenerated  into  the  grossest  idolatry.  This 
may  be  acpounted  for  by  the  jealous  care 
with  which  the  tribe  of  Brahma  prevented 
the  intrusion  qf  the  multitude  into  these 
avenues  to  science  and  to  truth,  of  which 
they  were  the  peculiar  guardians."*^  Igno- 
rance naturally  leads  to  superstition,  and 
the  vulgar  of  all  ranks,  fixing  their  atten- 
tion on  the  external  object  that  is  present- 
ed to  them,  lose  sight  of  the- more  remote 
and  spiritual  allusion,  and  soon  transfer 
that  veneration  to  the  symbol,  which  was 
at  first  meant  ^  only  to  be  excited  for  the 
thing  signified.  Nor  is  it  in  the  religion 
of  Hindoostan  alone,  that  similar  effects 
are  .produced  by  causes  of  a.  like  nature. 

^  See  introdttctioii  to  the  Genjtoo  Lawa» 
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To  enter  upon  the  disquisition  of  a  sub^ 
ject,  so  extensive  and  so  intricate  as  tiiaifi 
of  Hindoo  Mytholc^y,  would  be  to  wan* 
der  far  fipomthe  purpose  of  the  present 
introduction :  such  an  idea  of  it,  however^ 
as  may  serve  to  elucidate  some  passagesr 
in  the  Letters  of  the  Rajah,  which  allude 
to  their  divinities,  may  be  deemed  neithei^ 
unnecessary,  nor  impertinent. 

The  first  thing  that  presents  itself  to 
our  view  is  the  Triad  of  Deity,  Brimha, 
Veeshna,  and  Seeva,  under  which  form  ia 
represented  the  three  great  attributes  of 
the  Almighty — power  to  create,  goodness 
to  preserve,  and  justice  to  punish.  The 
long  list  of  the  inferior  deities,  which  fol* 
low,  exhibit  such  a  striking  similitude  in 
their  character  and  offices  to  the  ancient 
gods  of  Greece  and  Rome,  that  it  has  led 
to  a  conjecture  of  their  being  actually  the 


same,  and  an  attempt  has  been  made  by  a 
writer  of  equal  taste  and  erudition,  to 
prove  their  identity,  and  to  trace  their 
wanderings  through  the  mazes  of  Grecian 
ami  Egyptian  lore.  Of  the  members  of 
this  numerous  Pantheon,  it  will  be  suffi* 
cient  for  our  purpose  to  mention  the  few 
following. 

The  first  in  rank  is  Ganesa,  the  God  of 
Wisdom,  who  is  thought  to  be  the  Janus 
of  the  Roman  Mythology;  Carticeya,  the 
God  of  War,  whose  prowess  is  not  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Mars  of  Rome.  Seraswat- 
tee,  the  Goddess  of  Letters,  and  protec- 
tress of  Arts  and  Sciences,  whose  insignia^ 
the  Palmyra  Leaf,  and  the  Reed  or  Pen, 
(implements  used  in  writing)  are  surely 
more  appropriate  to  her  character,  than 
the  Shield  and  Lance  which  graced  the 
Minerva  of  the  Greeks.    Cama^  or  the 
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God  of  Love,  is  said,  by  Sir  William  Jcmes; 
to  be  the  twin  brother  of  the .  Grecian 
Cupid,  with  richer  and  more  lively  appen- 
dages. And,  indeed,  if  we  form .  our  no- 
tions of  this  fabulous .  divinity  from  the 
beautiful  ode  addressed  to  him,  by  an  an- 
cient Hindoo  bard,  we  must  confess  his 
superiority  to  be  very  evident,*  And, 
lastly,  Surraya,  or  the  God  of  Day,  who, 
in    his    chariot,    drawn    by  seven   green 


*  See  the  beautiful  hymn  to  Camdeo,  by  Sir  WOliam 
Jones..  In  his  introduction  to  that  charming  poem.  Sir 
William  observes,  that  the  *'  God  to  who.m  it  is  addressed 
appears  the  same  with  the  Grecian  Eros  and  the  Roman 
Cupido;  but  the  Indian  description  of 'his  person  and 
arms,  his  fiimily,  attendants,  and  attributes,  has  new  and 
peculiar  beauties.  His  bow  of  sugar  cane  or  flowers^ 
with  a  string  of  bees,  and  his  Jive  arrows,  each  pointed 
with  an  Indian  blossom  of  a  heating  quality,  are  alle^ 
gories  equally  new  and  beautifuL'' 

In  allusion  to  these  peculiar  insignia  of  the  Hindoo 
God,  are  the  following  apfuropriat^  and  beautiiiil  lines : 
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horses,  bears  so  near  a  reseinbl^tice  to 
Apollo,  that  it  is  impossible  not  to  recog- 
nise them  as  the  same. 

These  \j^i\\  serve  to  give  the  reader  some 
idea,  of  the.  numerous  divinities  .whose 
images  are.  worshipped  in  the  temples  of 
the.  Hindoos,  and  to  whose  honour  festi*. 


"  God  of  the  flow'ry  shafts,  and  flow'ry  bow. 

Delight  of  all  above  and  all  below ! 

Thy  loVd  companion,  constant  from  his  birth. 

In  heaven  d^'d  Bessent,  and  gay  Spring  on  earth. 

Weaves  thy  green  robe  and  flaunting  bow'rs. 

And  from  thy  clouds  draws  balmy  show'rs. 

He  with  fresh  arrows  fills  thy  quiver, 

(Sweet  the  gift,  and  sweet  the  giver !) 
And  bids  the  many-plumed  warbling  throng 
Burst  the  pent  blossoms  with  their  song. 

He  bends  the  luscious  cane,  and  twists  the  string 
With  bees,  how  sweet !  but  ah,  how  keen  their  sting ! 
He  with  five  flow'rets  tips  the  ruthless  darts, 
Whifcii^thiipi^h  five  senses  pievee  enr^>tur^d  hearjU^"  . 
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vals  are  celebrated^  and  votive  offerings 
of  fruits  and  flowers  are  presented. 

The  peculiar  construction  of  the  Hindoo 
government,  and  the  precepts  of  Hindoo 
fidth,  though  admirably  calculated  for  the 
preservation  of  their  empire  in  happiness 
imd  tranquillity,  were  not  so  favourable  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  mind,  and  to  its  ad- 
vancement in  the  paths  of  useful  know- 
ledge. 

To  expand  the  faculties  of  the  human 
soul,  the  passions  must  be  called  into 
action,  nor  can  any  of  these  be  laid  under 
such  restraint,  as  dooms  them  to  lie  for 
ever  dormant,  without  injuring  the  powers 
of  the  mind. 

In  the  struggle  of  contending  interests^ 
though  peace  is  sometimes  lost,  intellectual 


energy  is  roused ;  and  while  the  strife  of 
emulatioxi,  and  the  restlessness  of  ambition, 
disturb  the  quiet  of  society,  they  produce^ 
in  their  collision,  the  genius  that  adorns 
it.  It  is  accordingly  pronounced,  by  one 
who  must  he  allowed  competent  to  the 
decision,  that  ^^  reason  and  taste  are  the 
''  grand  prerogatives  of  European  minds, 
"  while  the  Asiatics  have  soared  to  loftier 
'*  heights  in  the  sphere  of  imagination."* 

But,  notwithstanding  all  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  they  laboured,  the  many 
monuments  that  yet  remain  of  their  former 
splendour,  the  specimens  of  their  litera- 
ture, and  the  productions  of  their  manufac- 
turers, sufficiently  evince  their  advance- 
ment in  the  sciences  which  dignify  life, 
as  well  as  in  the  arts  that  ornament  it. 


See  Asiatic  jlesearcfacs^  vol.  i. 
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The  Bramins,  to  whom  the  cultivation 
of  science  was  exclusively  committed^ 
seem  to  have  made  no  contemptible  use 
of  their  high  privilege.  In  astronomy, 
they  are  allowed  to  have  excelled ;  many 
works  of  their  ancient  writers  on  meta- 
physics, •  and  ethics,  have  already  come  to 
our  knowledge ;  and,  surely,  no  lover  of 
poetry  can  peruse  the  specimens  of  that 
divine  art,  which  have  been  presented  to 
the  public  in  an  English  dress,  without 
feeling  a  desire  to  be  more  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  productions  of  the  -Hin* 
tloo  bards. 

The  degree  of  knowledge  we  already 
possess,  concerning  the  antiquities  of  Hin- 
doostan,  has  not  been  attained  without 
efforts  of  the  most  indefatigable  assiduity. 
But  what  obstacles  are  sufficient  to  deter 
the  spirit  of  literary  curiosity?  When  sup- 


ported  by  philosophy,  and  guided  by  taste, 
it  seldom  fails  to  subdue  every  difficulty, 
and  to  see  its  persevering  labours  crowned 
with  success ! 


How  much  this  observation  has  been 
verified,  in  respect  to  the  Asiatic  Society, 
is  well  known  to  all  who  have  perused 
the  volumes  of  their  Researches.  It  is 
thus  briefly  described  by  Mr  Maurice,  in 
the  Introduction  to  his  Indian  Antiquities. 
"  The  buried  tablet  has  been  dug  from 
*^  the  bowels  of  the  eatth ;  the  fallen,  and 
^^  mouldering  pillar  has  been  reared ;  coins 
^^  and  medals,  struck  in  commemoration  of 
"  grand  and  important  events,  have  been 
"  recovered  from  the  sepulchral  darkness 
"  of  two  thousand  years;  smd  the  obsolete 
"  characters,  engraved  on  their  superficies, 
"  have,  with  immense  toil,  been  decypheir 
"  ed  and  explained." 


In  the  contemplation  of  these  sciQnti<- 
fic  labotirS)  the  Oovemor-General,  under 
whose  auspices  they  were  commenced, 
will  have  the  deserved  meed  of  grateful 
acknowledgment  from  every  candid  and 
philosophic  mind  ;  fbr  although  he  de- 
clined  complying  with  the  wishes  of  the 
members,  who  were  all  solicitous  to  see 
him  at  the  head  of  their  Society,  he  was 
eminently  instrumental  in  promoting  its 
success ;  and  in  this,  as  in  every  other  in- 
stance, he  stood  forth  the  steady  friend, 
the  liberal  patron,  and  zealous  promoter, 
of  useful  knowledge. 

How  much  the  world  has  been  indebted 
to  the  learned  gentleman  who  was  nomi- 
nated to  the  Presidentship  of  the  Society, 
is  too  well  known  to  require  animadvert 
sion.     Long  and  deeply  will  his  loss  be 
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deplored  by  every  lover  of  literatuKC,  and 
fnend  to  virtiw. 

A  few  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Asiatic  Society,*  still  continue  to  pursue 
the  great  object  of  their  undertaking  mth 
unremitted  ardour,  and  undiminished  sue* 
tess.  Of  the  rest,,  some  have  returned  to 
the  bosom  of  their  families,  and  native 
ccmntry,  not  enriched  by  the  plunder,  and 


mfmttttmtmmrikm 


*  The  names  of  the  original  members  of  the  Asiatic 
Socaety  were  as  follows: 

Sir  Waiiam  Jones,  Knt.  President ;  Sir  Robert  Cham'^ 
bers,  Knt. ;  David  Anderson,  James  Anderson,  Francis 
3alfour,  George  Hilaro  Barlow,  John  Bristow,  Ralph 
Broome,  Reuben  Barrow,  Esqrs. ;  General  John  Camac ; 
WUllara  Chambers,  Charles  Chapman,  Bomots  Crisp, 
Charles  Croftes,  Jonathan  Dunken,  Esqrs. ;  Major  Wil* 
liam  Davy ;  Jonathan  Duncan;  Francis  Fowke,  Francis 
Gladwin,  Thomas  Graham,  Charles  Hamilton,  Thomas 
Law,  John  David  Paterson,  Jonathan  Scot,  Henry  Van- 
^ittart,  and  Charles  Wilkins,  Esqrs. 
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i^pleiuiid  by  the  beggary  and  massacre  of 
their  fellow-creatures^  as  has  been  i^pre-^ 
aented  in  the  malevolent  and  illiberal  ha* 
rangaes  of  indisciiminating  obloquy,  but 
possessed  of  those  virtues  which  esmobte 
human  nature^  and  that  cultivation  of 
mind  and  talents^  .which  dignify  the  eiw 
joyment  of  retirement*  Others  of  .that 
Society,  equally  honoured,  and  equally 
estmiable,  are,  alas,  no  more !  The  gene-^ 
rou&  esteem,  the  cordial  friendship,  the 
warm  admiration  which  accompanied  them 
through  life,  has  not  been  extinguished  in 
the  sil^t  grave;  it  lives,  and  will  hmg 
Kve,  in  the  hearts  of  many,  calling  forth 
the  tear  of  tender  recollection,  and  of 
unextinguished,  though,  alas!  unavailing 
sorrow. 

The    reader   of  sensibility  will,   it  is 
hoped,  pardon  a  digression,   into  which 


the  writer  hm  b»0  betrayed^  :by  feelings 
of  which  they  know  the  power  aud  influ- 
ence, and  from  which  she  hastily  returns, 
to  remark^  thut  the  hAp{^iia$s  ^enjoyed  by 
the  Hindoos,  under  the  mild  and  auspi- 
cious govemnoent  of  their  native  prineea^ 
and  preserved,  without  any  material  inter<- 
ruption,  through  siieh  a  mighty  period  of 
revolving  time,  as  staggens  the  belief  af 
the  e ver-fluctuating .  natipns  of  Europe, 
was  at  length  doomed  to  see  its  overthrjow 
effected,  by  the  restless  fury  of  fanatic 
«eal. 

The  impostor  of  Mecca  had  established, 
as  one  of  the  principles  of  his  doctrinej, 
the  merit  of  extending  it,  either  by  per- 
suasion, or  the  sword,  to  all  parts  of  the 
earth.  How  steadily  this  injusiction  was 
adhered  to  by  his  followers,  and  with  what 
success  it  was  pursued,  is  well  known  to 
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all  who,  are  in  the  least  conversant  in 
history. 

The  same  overwhelming  torrent,  which 
had  inundated  the  greater  part  of  Africa, 
burst  its  way  into  the  very  heart  of  Eu- 
rope, and  covered  many  kingdoms  of  Asia 
with  unbounded  desolation ;  directed  its 
baleful  course  to  the  flourishing  provincesi 
of  Hindoostan.  Here  these  fierce  and 
hardy  adventurers,  whose  only  improve- 
ment had  been  in  the  science  of  destruc- 
tion, who  added  the  fury  of  fanaticism  to 
the  ravages  of  war,  found  the  great  end 
of  their  conquests  opposed,  by  obstacles, 
which  neither  the  ardour  of  their  perse- 
vering zeal,  nor  savage  barbarity  could 
surmount.  Multitudes  were  sacrificed  by 
the  cruel  hand  of  religious  persecution,  and 
\^ple  countries  were  deluged  in  blood,  in 
the  vain  hope,  that  by  the  destruction  of 
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a  part,  the  remainder  might  he  persuaded, 
or  terrified,  into  the  profession  of  Mahom- 
medanism ;  but  all  these  sanguinary  efforts 
were  ineffectual ;  and  at  length  being  fully 
convinced,  that  though  they  might  extir- 
pate, they  could  never  hope  to  convert, 
any  number  of  the  Hindoos,  they  relin- 
quished the  impracticable  idea  with  which 
they  had  entered  upon  their  career  of  con- 
quest, and  contented  themselves  with  the 
acquirement  of  the  civil  dominion  and  al- 
most  universal  empire  of  Hindoostan. 

ft 

In  the  provinces  where  the  Mussul- 
man, jurisdiction  was  fully  established, 
Mussulman  courts  of  justice  were  erected. 
The  laws  which  the  Hindoos  had  for  num- 
berless  ages  been  accustomed  to  revere,  as 
of  divine  authority,  were  set  aside,  and  all 
causes  judged  and  decided  by  the  standard 
of  Mussulman  jurisprudence ;  an  evil  which 
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appeared  to  the  unfa^py  Hindoo  more  for^^ 
midable  than  the  extortions  ctf  avarice,  or 
the  devastations  of  cruelty.*  Nor  was  the 
effiect  of  these  latter  passions  unfelt ;  the 
peculiar  punishment  of  forfeiting  tlieir 
Cast,  which  is  attached  by  their  law  to 
the  most  temporary  and  seemingly  trivial 
deviation  from  its  precepts,  and  which  in- 
volves in  it  the  dreadful  consequences  of  ir- 
remediable alienation,  and  irreversible  pro- 
scription ;  was  converted  by  their  Mahom- 
medan  rulers  into  a  hicrative  source  of 
oppression.  Superstition  combined  with 
avarice  to  invent  the  means  of  inflicting 
this  dreadful  chastisement,  and  fines,  with- 
out mercy,  were  exacted  by  those  bigotted 
-and  venal  judges* 

By  the  same  merciless  conquerora,  their 
commerce  was  impeded  by  every  clog  which 

*  See  Scrofton's  Hindbostan. 


avaneioiis  and  unfeeling  power  could  inr 
vent  to  distinct  it  Neither  tiie  mild  and 
tolerating  spirit  of  tJbe  religion  of  the  Hin- 
doos, nor  the  gentle  and  inoffensive  man- 
ners of  its  votari^fly  w^sne  # uilioient  to  pro- 
tect them  firom  tbe  jinti>ki»nt.fleaji  m4  1?^^ 
tal  antipathy  of  th«ir  Mabommedan  ill* 
leaders.    In  the  efiiUicms  of  their  barbarom 

• 

enthusiafiniy  the  temples  of  the  Hindooi, 
ornamented  with  the  most  curious  sculp*- 
ture,  and  decorated  with  ail  the  mgenuity 
md  skill  £3r  which  they  were  celebrated, 
wef)e  utterly  demolished,^  s^d  the  monu* 
ments  of  their  ancient  splendour  fivenf 
where  desttc^ed. 

m 

For  the  support  of  the  Mogul  noUes, 
jttsigmnents  were  granted  on  the  lands  of 
the  dififenent  provinces,  which  were  levied 
by  these  mibtary  iordi$  in  person,,  who, 
hauglily  and  voluptuous,  came  to  collect 


their  pay  from  a  timid  people,  whcmi  they 
hated  and  despised  with  all  the  fervour  c^ 
bigotry  and  ignbrance. 

To  enumerate  the  multifarious  load  of 
oppression  under  which  the  unhappy  Hin- 
doos were  doomed  to*  groan,  would  be  a 
tedious  and  ungrateful  task,  A  generous 
mind  cannot  take  pleasure  in  contemplate 
i-g  the  picu.^  .f  human  »U«y,  and  hu- 
man  crime,  though  drawn  by  the  correct 
hand  of  truth :  let  it  then  suffice  to  say^ 
that  the  whole  system  of  Mogul  govern?' 
ment,  towiird  their  conquered  provinces^ 
was  such,  as  could  never  fail  to  shock  an 
European  mind. 

* 

Hard,  however,  as  was  the  fate  of  Ibc 
poor  Hindoos  under  their  Mogul  Sove-^ 
reigns,  even  in  f he  most  flounshing  state 
of  their  empire ;  when  that  empire  moul- 
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dered  to  decay,  and  the  power  of  one 
iiespot  was  overthrown,  to  make  way  for 
the  uncontrolled  licentiousness  of  number- 
less petty  tyrants,  it  became  yet  more 
taiily  deplorable.* 

The  vigorous  administration  of  a  long 
line  of  able  princes,  had  alohe,  for  ages, 
preserved  this  vast,  but  heterogeneous  and 
ill-constructed  fabric  from  dissolution ;  and 
wh^Ei,  according  to  the  unavoidable  conse- 
quences of  hereditary  despotism,  the  reins 
of  government  were  transmitted  into  weak 
and  feeble  hands,  it  fell  rapidly  to  ruin. 
To  the  wretched  successor  of  the  imperial- 
throne,  the  miserable  representative  of  the 
house  of  Timur,  little  now  remains,  but  an 
universally  acknowledged  title  to  royalty, 
declared  by  inefficacious   expressions   of 

*  See  RobiUa  History. 
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loyalty  and  attachmeat ;  while  thosc^  who 
by  bold  usurpation^  successful  i^hellioo,  or 
insidious  fmud,  possessed  themselves  of 
the  spoils  of  the  ruined  empire,  have  eastsr 
blished  in  their  own  families  the  right  of 
succession  to  the  territories  thus  acquired. 

In  those  provinces  which,  by  a  traio  of 
circumstances  totally  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pose to  relate,  have  fallen  under  the  domi- 
nion of  Great^-Britsun,  it  is  to  be  hoped  tb& 
long-suffering  Hindoos  have  experienoed  a 
happy  change.  Nor  can  we  doubt  of  this, 
when  we  consider,  that  in  those  provinces, 
the  horrid  modes  of  punishment,  inflicted 
by  the  Mahommedans,  have  bwn  abolish'- 
ed  ;  the  fetters,  which  restrained  their 
commerce,  have  been  taken  off;  the  taxes 
are  no  longer  collected  by  the  arbitrary 
authority  of  a  military  chieftain,  but  are 
put  upon  a  footing  that  at  once  secures 


the  revemiej  and  protects  the  fiubject  frotA 
oppression.  The  banditti  of  the  hills^ 
which  used  to  molest  the  inoffensive  in- 
habitants by  their  predatory  incursions, 
have  been  brought  into  peaceable  subjeo- 
tion.  That  unrelenting  persecution,  which 
was  deemed  a  duty  by  the  ignorant  bigo<- 
try  of  their  M ussuhnan  rulers,  has,  by  the 
milder  spirit  of  Christianity,  been  convert- 
ed into  the  tenderest  indulgence.  Their 
ancioit  laws  have  been  restored  to  them; 
a  translation  of  them,  into  the  Persian  and 
English  languages,  has  been  made,  and  is 
now  the  guide  of  the  courts  of  justice 
which  have  been  established  among  them. 
Agrioilture  has  been  encouraged  by  the 
most  certain  of  all  methods — the  security 
orproperty ;  and  all  these  advantages  have 
been  rendered  doubly  valuable,  by  the  en- 
joyment of  a  blessing  ecfual,  if  not  superior, 
to  every  other — the  blessing  of  peace ;  a 
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blessing  to  which  they  had  for  ages  been 
strangers.* 

These  salutary  regulations,  originating 
with  Mr  Hastings,  ste^ily  pursued  by  Sir 
John  MTherson  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  and 
persevered  in  by  the  present  Governor  Ge- 
neral, will  diffuse  the  smiles  of  prosperity 
and  happiness  over  the  best  provinces  of 
Hindoostan,  long  after  the  discordant  voice 
pf  party  shall  have  been  humbled  in  the 
jsilence  of  eternal  rest ;  and  the  rancorous 
misrepresentations  of  envy  and  malevo- 
lence, as  much  forgotten,  as  the  florid  ha- 
rangues, and  turgid  declamations,  which 
conveyed  them  to  the  short-lived  notice  of 
the  world. 

.  The  change  which  has  been  effected  on 
the  character,  and  manners  of  the  Hin- 

*  Review  of  the  British  Government  in  India. 
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doc^^  during  so  many  years  of  subjection, 
and  so  many  convulsions  in  their  political 
state,  is  not  by  any  means  so  great,  as 
such  |)owerful  causes  might  have  been 
supposed  to  have  produced. 

In  wandering  through  the  desolated 
islands  of  the  Archipelago,  or  even  on  the 
classic  shores  of  Italy,  the  enlightened 
traveller  would  in  vain  hope  to  recognise, 
in  the  present  inhabitants,  one  remaining 
lineament  of  the  distinguishing  character^ 
istics  of  their  illustrious  ancestors.  There 
the  mouldering  edifice,  the  fallen  pillar!^ 
and  the  broken  arch,  bear,  alone,  their 
silent  testimony,  to  the  genius  and  refine- 
ment of  the  states  which  produced  them. 
But  in  Hindoostan,  the  original  features 
that  marked  the  character  of  their  nation, 
from  time  immemorial,  are  still  too  visible 
to  be  mistaken  or  overlooked.    Though 
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tliey  have,  no  doubti  lost  much  of  their 
origiiial  purity  and  simplicity  of  mannersi 
those  religious  prejudices  which  kept  them 
in  a  state  of  perpetual  separation  from 
their  conquerors,  have  tended  to  the  pre*' 
servation  of  the  originality  of  character, 
fmd  all  its  correspondent  virtues. 

In  ^the  few  districts  which,  secured  by 
their  insighiiicancyy  or  the  inaccessibility 
of  their  situation,  retained  their  indepen** 
^ence,  the.  original  character  still  remains 
apparent.  Such,  till  about  the  middle  of 
the  present  century,  was  the  fate  of  those 
whose  territories  were  situate  along  the 
mountains  of  Kummaoonu 

The  inhabitants  of  this  lofty  boundary 
of  the  rich  and  fertile  province  of  Kutta- 
her,  continued  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
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mdepei^olce  and  security,  till  that  pro- 
vince  was  brought  under  the  subjection 
of  a  bold  and  successful  Rohilla  adven- 
tiirer,  who,  establishing  himself  and  his 
ibllowers  in  the  possession  of  Kuttahor^ 
(which  from  thenceforth  bore  the  name  of 
Rohilcund)  directed  his  arms  toward  the 
extirpation  of  those  Rajahs,  whose  vici« 
nity  excited  his  jealousy  and  alarmed  his 
pride* 

>  He  supceeded  but  too  well  in  the  exe^ 
cutkm  of  his  unjust  design,  and  did  not 
faul  to  mjtike  the  most  tyrannical  use  of 
the  Tictory  he  had  obtained.  Some  of 
these  chiefs  he  banished  for  ever  from 
the  long  enjoyed  seats  of  their  ancestors ; 
some  1^  removed  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Ganges,  and  from  the  few  he  sufiered  to 
remain,  he  stipulated  the  payment  of  an 
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atinual  tribute,*  and  the  immediate  depo 
sit  of  an  exorbitant  fine. 

The  Rajah  Zaarmiila,  who  will  soon  ber 
introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  the 
reader,  appears  to  have  been  descended 
from  one  of  those  petty  sovereigns,  who 
were  obliged  to  put  on  the  galling  yoke  of 
their  unfeeling  conqueror.  He,  however, 
must  be  supposed  to  have  been  among 
the  number  who  were  permitted  to  remain 
on  their  ancient  territories,  while  the 
family  of  his  friend  and  correspondent 
Maandaara,  appears  to  have  been  banished 
from  the  province,  and  to  have  taken 
shelter  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Agra. 

This  short  sk(etch,  imperfect  as  it  is, 
may  serve  to  give  some  idea  of  the  stat© 

*  See  Rohilla  Histoiy. 
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of  Iluuloo0tfui>  not  only  wben  the  Letters 
of  the  Rajah,  which  are  now  to  be  kid 
before  the  public,  were  written,  but  ante*' 
cedent  to.  that  period.  Necessary,  how- 
ever, for  the  purpose  of  elucidation,  as  it 
may  be  thought  by  some  readers,  it  ihay 
be  censured  by  others,  as  a  presumptuous 
effort  to  wander  out  of  that  narrow  and 
contracted  path,  which  they  have  allotted 
to  the  female  mind. 

To  obviate  this  objection,  the  writer 
hopes  it  will  be  sufficient  to  give  a  suc- 
cinct account  of  the  motives  which  led 
her  to  the  examination  of  a  subject,  at  one 
time  very  universally  talked  of,  but  not  of- 
ten very  thoroughly  understood.  From  her 
curliest  instructors,  she  imbibed  the  idea, 
that  toward  a  strict  performance  of  the 
several  duties  of  life,  ignorance  was  nei- 
ther  a  necessary,  nor  an  useful  auxiliary, 

VOL.  I.  D 
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but  on  the  contrary,  that  she  ought  to  view 
every  new  idea  as  an  acquisition,  and  to 
seize,  with  avidity,  every  proper  opportu*- 
nity  for  making  the  acquirement. 

•  *  »  •  • 

In  the  retirement  of  a  country  life,  it 
was  from  books  alone  that  any  degree  of 
information  was  to  be  obtained ;  but  when 
these  sequestrated  scenes  were,  exchanged 
for  the  metropolis,  opportunities  for  in^ 
struction,  of  a  nature  still  more  pleasing, 
were  presented. 

The  affairs  connected  with  the  state  of 
our  dominions  in  India,  were  then  the  gene* 
ral  topic  of  conversation.  It  was  agreeable, 
from  its  novelty ;  and  she  had  the  peculiar 
advantage  qf  hiearing  it  discussed  by  those, 
who,  from  local  knowledge,  accurate  infor-p 
mation,  and  unbiassed  judgment,  were  emi- 
nently qualified  to  render  the  discussion 
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both  .  interesting   and   instructive.      The 
names  of  the  most  celebmted  Orientalists 
became  familiar  to.  her  ear  ;  a  taste  for  the 
productions  of  th«r  writers  was  acquired ; 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  a  fatal  event, 
which  transformed  the  cheerful  haunt  of 
domestic  happiness  into  the  gloomy  abode 
of  sorrow,  and  changed  the  energy  of  hope 
into  the  listlessness  of  despondency,  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  language  of  the 
originals  would  likewise  have  been  acquir- 
ed.   Time,  at  length,  poured  its  balm  into 
the  wounds  of  affliction,  and  the  mind,  by 
degrees,  took  pleasure  in  reverting  to  sub- 
jects which  were  interwoven  with  the  ideas 
of  past  felicity.     The  letters  of  the  Rajah 
were  sought  for,  and  the  employment  they 
afforded  was  found  so  salutary  in  beguiling 
the  hours  of  solitude,  and  soothing  the  pain 
of  thought,  that  the  study  of  them  was  r^ 
sumed  as  an  useful  relaxation,  and,  being 
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brought  to  a  conclusion,  they  ore  tiow'pre^ 
sented  to  the  worlds  whose  decision  upon 
their  merit,  is  looked  f6rward  to  with  timid 
hope,  and  determmed  resignation. 


IT  kfts  btcn  joally  wmfUmtip  that  the  /difbreBt  ortiii>- 
gnpby  adopted  by  tks  Orieotal  translatiMrt  k  t 
fonroe  of  mucli  perplevly  to  the  Eoglitfa  feeder; 
biit>  from  the  variety  of  e|MD]oiit  that  prevail  upon 
the  subject,  it  k  aa  evil  wUeh  eaanot  eaaly  be  mB»- 
died.  Instead  of  the  4^ubie  voMreis  ee  and  ee»  used 
by  Mr  Wilkins,  and  frequently  by  Mr  HaUied*  Sir 
William  Jones  subttkutes  t*  aad  u ;  and  instead  of  the 
JK,  flUM)e  use  of  by  tiie  former  Qentlemaa,  he  usee  the 
letter  C.  From  the  different  modes  of  pronunciatiiMi 
among  the  nathnes  in  the  difiniat  pcpyincei*  another 
difieutoy  has  ariWB.  It  is  firoai  that  oauae  that  «ve 
ireqaeoftly  iind  the  letter  B  a  BubsCitiite  Un  V,  w 

*    Beena  for  Veena,  6cc. 

In  the  Mlowhig  Olosiaiy»  most  of  the  Oijental  wotdf 
that  beeur  k  the  Letters  of  the  Rs^  «iU  be  found. 


GLOSSARY. 

ABIOON,  or  Ani^ii.    The  dawn.    Sit  Sitkbaya. 

AvAToma.    ]>e6eeats  of  the  Deity  in  hjs  character 

of  Preserver.    Ten  of  these  appeaianeei  of  the  Divisity 
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are  mentioned  by  the  Hindoos,  nine  of  which  have  al- 
ready taken  place;  the  tenth  Avator  we  are  told  is  yet 
to  come,  and  is  expected  to  appear  mom^d  (like  the 
crowned  conqueror  in  the  Apocalypse)  on  a  white  horse, 
with  a  cimetar,  blazmg  like  a  comet,  to  cut  down  alt  in- 
^»rrigible  o£^ders. — Asiatic  Researches. 

Brahma.    The  creating  power. 

BiBBT.    Lady. 

Carticeya.    The  God  of  Wah 

Bewtah.  The  Dirinity  to  whom  worship  is  offer- 
ed. 

Devas,  or  Daivers.  The  Hindoos  suppose  the 
universe  to  be  divided  into  fourteen  regions^  or  q}heies, 
of  which  six  are  below,  and  seven  are  above  this  of  the 
earth;  next  beyond  the  vault  of  the  visible  heavens  is 
the  first  Paradise.  The  proper  inhabitants  of  this  region 
are  called  Devas  or  Daivers ;  they  may  be  consideited  as 
Demi-Gods,  of  whom  Endra  or  ladra  is  the  chief. 

Fakeer,  or  Faquir.  An  order  of  religious  re- 
cluses. 

Ganesa.  In  many  parts  of  Hmdoostan  every  tem- 
ple has  the  im^ge  of  Ganesa  (the  God  of  Wisdom)  plac- 
ed over  its  gate ;  and  the  door  of  eveiy  dweUing-house 
is  superscribed  with  his  name. 


HiBCABRAH.    A  messenger.    A  spy. 

Krishna.  One  of  the  Avators.  His  adventured 
are  celebrated  in  the  epic  poem  called  the  MahabbareL 
He  is  considered  by  Sir  William  Jones  as  the  ApoQo  of 
the  Hindoos. 

KflANSAMAN.    Land,  or  house-steward. 

Lackshmi,  or  LacshMi.  The  consort  of  Vee^nA. 
She,  like  the  other  Hindoo  Goddesses,  is  distingmshed 
by  a  variety  of  names;  as  Lackshmi,  she  is  the  Goddess 
of  Fortune :  as  Sree,  the  Goddess  of  Plenty,  or  Hindoo 
Ceres. 

Maya.  Explained  by  some  Hindoo  scholars  to  be 
**  the  first  iriclinati&n  df  the  Godhead  to  diversify  him^ 
self  hy  creating  worlds/^  *'  But  the  word  Maya,  or 
**  Delusion,  has  a  more  subtle  and*  recondite  sense  in  the 

V6ddnta  Philosoi^y,  where  it  sigmfies  the  system  of 

perceptiana." — See  A^tic  Researches. 

Mahabbabet.  An  epic  poem  in  the  Shanscrit 
hinguage,  of  great  itotiquity .  The  Bhagvat  Geeta,  an 
episode  from  this  poem,  has  been  translated  into  English 
by  Mr  Wilkins. 

Pundit,  or  Pundeet.    A  learned  Bramin^ 

PoojAH.  The  performance  of  worship  to  the 
Gods. 
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Rtots.    HjpdoQ  labiMUen,  or  peasant^. 

Ramozin.  Ttue  MussulrotQ  Lent;  or  gieat  t^  ob- 
served  for  the  period  of  30  4%y$. 

Rigyajuhisamat'harva.  a  compound  word  de* 
noting  the  four  immortal  Vedas>  namely,  the  Big-^ifedai 
the  Yajur-vedft,  the  Saauirveds^  and  the  Atharva-ved$. 

Sbbreswattbe  or  sbiie9WATi«  The  Patroness 
of  Scimee  and  Genius.  • 

Shastbr.  Literally  a  book.  The  Scripture  of  the 
Hindoos  is,  for  pre-eminence,  eaUed  the  Skaster. 

Sanc'ha.    An  ancient  Hindoo  poet. 

SuRRAYA,  or  SuBYA*  The  God  of  Light,  or  Orb 
of  the  Sun  personified.  The  Sect  who  pay  particular 
adoration  to  this  Divinity  are  called  Sauras.  He  has  a 
muldtode  of  names,  and  amoi^  them  twelve  qNtbets  or 
titles  which  denote  his  distinct  powers  In  each  of  the 
twelve  months.  The  Indian  poets,  and  painters,  des- 
cribe his  car  as  drawn  by  seven  green  horses^  preceded 
by  Arun,  or  Aijoon»  the  dawn,  who  is  denominated  hit 
charioteer. 

Sanasseb.    a  Hindoo  devotee. 

Saib,    Gentleman.    Persons  of  estimation. 

Vaidya.   The  tribe  who  practise  physic.   Pfaysicfams. 

Varuna.    The  genius  of  the  sea,  and  wind. 
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Vbdas^  or  Beids.  The  sacred  books  of  the  Hin- 
doos. 

V££SHNU.    The  preserving  Power. 

Vben  Ay  or  Been  A,  or  Been.  A  musical  instrument^ 
of  the  Guittar  kind. 

ZiMBENDAR.    A  Landholder. 
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HINDOO    RAJAH; 


LETTER  L 

Zaarmilla,  Rajah  of  Almora,  to  Kisheen 
Neeay  Maandaara,  Zimeendar  of  Cunh 
lore^  in  Rohilcund. 

Praise  to  Ganesa  !  May  the  benign^ 
influence  of  the  God  of  Wisdom,*  beaming 
on  the  breast  of  Maandaara,  dispel  those 
clouds  of  wrath  which  have  been  engen* 


*  The  God  of  Wisdoniy  a  customary  introductimi  te 
the  writiogs  of  the  Hindoos.  From  several  expresskviu 
made  use  of  by  the  Rajah  in  the  course  0S  his  corres- 
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dered  by  mistake,  and  poured  forth  in  the 
whirlwind  of  impetuosity. 

I  might  justly  expostulate  upon  the 
harshness  of  thy  expressions ;  but  I  call  to 
mind  the  goodness  of  thy  heart,  and  they 
are  effaced  from  my  memory.  We  shrink 
from  the  fury  of  the  King  of  Rivers,  when 
his  terror-striking  voice  threatens  destruc- 
tion to  the  surrounding  world ;  but  when 
his  silver  waves  return  to  the  peaceful 
channel  allotted  to  them  by  the  adored 
Veeshnu,  we  forget  our  terrors,  and  con- 
template with  rapture  the  majestic  gran- 
deur of  the  sacred  stream  who  rolls  his 
•blessings  to  a  thousand  natione.  And  who 
would  not  prefer  the  casual  fury  of  th« 
mighty  Ganges  to  the  apathetic  dulness  of 
the  never  moving  pool  ? 

pondcnee,  be  apptan  to  hax^e  beea  an  adherent  of  the 
lect  called  in  the  northern  parts  of  India  VeeifanAbukl^ 
or  Adorers  of  VeeehR^y  the  preserving  power. 
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The  Angel  of  Truth,  whose  dwelling  is 
tnth  Brahma^  be  my  witness,  that  I  have 
never  been  unmindful  of  the  vows  of 
friendship  we  so  solemnly  exchanged  over 
Uic  still  warm  ashes  of  the  venerable  Pun* 
dit,  the .  guide  and  the  instructor  of  our 
tender  years*  Twice,  in  performance  of 
that  vow,  have  I  essayed  to  send  the  pro^ 
mised  information,  and  twice  have  my  in* 
tentions  been  frustrated. 

No  sooner  had  the  augpicious  arms  of  the 
sons  of  mercy  opened  the  long-obstruct* 
ed  channels  of  conveyance,  and  checked 
the  fury  of  the  Afgan  Khans,  who  have 
so  long  oppressed  our  unhappy  country,* 


*  <'  On  the  ^Qd  day  ei  April,  774,  mi  fought  foe- 
tmea  the  annks  of  the  visier,  aaisled  by  the  Eogiisb, 
and  the  troops  of  Hafii  Rhamut,  lie  Roh91a  Chief,  the 
decisis  battle  df  Cutterah  i  h  ubich  the  complete  vie* 
I0ty  obtained  by  the  former  at  otKse  atmihilated  the 
power,  and  decided  the  fate,  of  the  A%an  adventurerii 


than  I  dispatched  a  messenger  to  thee, 
with  a  fiill  account  of  public  affairs,  and  of 
all  the  incidents  that  have  occurred  to  me 
in  my  retirement.  Two  months  ago  I 
.  learned  that  this  messenger  was  drowned 
in  his  attempts  to  pass  the  Jumna.  Again 
I  wrote  the  same  voluminous  detail,  and 
sent  it  by  the  hands  of  an  Hircarrah,  em- 
ployed in  the  English  camp,  and  who  was 
sent  from  thence  with  dispatches  to  Agra, 
his  native  city.  This  messenger,  more  un- 
fortunate than  the  other,  was  seized  and 
cut  in  pieces,  by  3  band  of  brutal  Afgans. 
Hoping  that  this  account  will  fully  excul- 
pate me  from  the  charge  of  neglect,  and 


Wherever  the  fate  of  the  Rohillas  became  knovm  (says 
the  historian  of  their  short  lived  empire)  the  Hindoo 
Zimeeodars  (each  of  irhom  is  possessed  of  a  strong-hold 
attaching  to  the  chief  village  of  his  district)  shut  their 
forts^  and»  refusing  to  their  late  masters  protection, 
plundered-without  distinction  all  whom  they  found  fly* 
ing  toward  the  hills.'' 


leaving  it  to  the  shrill  voice  of  fame  to 
acquaint  thee  with  the  public  transactions 
of  this  eventful  period,  I  shall  recapitu- 
late such  parts  of  my  two  epistles  as  re* 
garded myself  alone,. and,, in  confonnity  to 
the  promises  that  have  passed. between  us, 
shall  lay  open  to  you  not  only  the  actions 
of  my  life,  but  the  very  thoughts  of  my 
heajrtp 

Three  days  after  that  in  which  the  blood 
of  the  Khans  had  stained  the  plains  of 
Cutterah,*  word  was  brought  me  by  the 
Zimeendar  of  LoUdong,  that  our  late  op- 
pressors .  were  flying  on  the  wings' of  de- 
spair to  the  mountains  of  Cumniow.  He 
conjured  me,  by  all  that  we  had -suffered 
from  the  cruelty  of  AUee  Mohanied,  and 
the  tyranny  of  his  successors,  not  to  give 
passage  to  the  fugitives ;  but,  by  arming 
my  Ryots,  to  disappoint  their  hopes  of  safe- 

*  History  of  the  Rohilla  Afgans,  page  241, 
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ty,  and  ttifn  them  back  upon  the  swards 
of  their  enemies.  I  returned  for  answer, 
that  ^^  I  gave  praise  to  Veeshnu,  who  had 
avenged  the  wrongs  of  the  HindooSi  but 
that  I  had  never  learned  to  lift  my  hand 
against  a  fallen  foe."  I  then  issued  strict 
orders  to  all  my  Ryots  to  keep  within 
their  dwellings,  and  having  performed 
the  accustomary  Poojah,*  betook  myself 
to  rest. 

Reflections  upon  the  vicissitudes  of  for*- 
tune  agitated  my  souL  Sleep  forsook  my 
eyelids;  and,  while  the  earth  was  yet 
clothed  in  the  robes  of  darkness,  I  went 
forth  with  a  few  attendants,  in  hopes  that 
the  temperate  air,  and  placid  stillness  of 
the  night,  would  tranquillize  my  mind. 
With  astonishment  I  perceived  the  eastern 
horizon  already  tinged  by  the  flame  colour- 

*  Worship. 


erf  charioteer  of  Surraya.*  I  hastened  to 
asceud  the  hill,  that  I  might  be  ready  to 
pay  my  devetioBs  at  the  first  appearance 
of  the  .glorious  orb,  the  sacred  emblem  of 
the  life-giving  spirit  of  the  Eternal!  I 
reached  the  summit  of  the  hill,  but.  Powers 
of  Mercy !  what  a  sight  then  presented  it- 
self to  my  view  ?  The  vast  jungle  extend^ 
ing  over  the  northern  side  of  Ciimlore  was 
in  a  blaze  of  fire.'  Th^  reflection  of  the 
mighty  conflagration  illuminated  the  hea- 
vens, while  sounds  niore  dreadful  than  had 
ever  pierced  my  ears,  undulated  through 
the  fire-fraught  air.  The  shrieks  of  the 
affrighted  Afgans,  the  shouts  of  the  Hin- 
doos, who  had  contrived  this  method  to 

"•■1 
obstruct  their  flight,  the  growling  of  the 

tigers,  and  yelling  of  the  other  beasts  of 

■*  A^ouo^  or  the  dawn ;  who  is  expressively  repre- 
sented in  Hindoo  sculpture  by  the  upper  part  only  of 
a  mm,  the  rest  of  his  person  being  supposed  not  yet 
emerged  from  darkness. 

VOL.  I.  E 
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prey,  who  had  been  disturbed  in  tKeir'dens, 
the  crackling  of  the  flames,  and  the  bright 
gjare  of  the  $till  spreading  fiiJe,  formed  al- 
together an  uni»peakable>  combination  of 

horrors. 

V 

.Many  of  the  wrettched  fugitives  passed 
the  place  where  I  stood ;  no  longer  the 
proud  and  haughty  lords,  at  whose  frown 
the  Rajahs  of  the  earth  were  wont  to  trem- 
ble :  terror  now  sat  upon  their  humbled 
foreheads,  and  despair  seemed  the  leader 
of  their  steps.  While  I  contemplated 
their  present  calamity,  the  remembrance 
of  their  former  tyranny  passed  into  the 
bosom  of  oblivion. 

A  young  man  appeared,  the  blood  still 
streaming  from  his  wounds ;  while  on  his 
back  he  bore  his  aged  father.  In  vain  did 
the  old  man  entreat  this  dutiful  son  to 
leave  him  to  his  fate ;  he  still  proceeded, 
with  tottering  steps,  to  convey  him  he 


knew  not  wliither.  ^*  Surely/'  said  I j  *^  the 
actions  of  thisiiold  man  must  have  been 
meritorious  in  the  sight .^of  -Heaven,  that 
he  should  have  bdsn-  rewarded  with  such 
a  son.^  I  looked  on  the  pld  warrior,  and 
called  to  mind  the  grey  hairs  of  my  father. 

.  I  stopped  the  fugitives,  who,  seeitig  my 
dress,  looked  on  me  without  hope,  and 
prepared  themselves  to  receive  the  stroke 
of  death.  Whatever  are  your  offences, 
said  I  to  the  son,  your  filial  piety  has  in 
my  eyes  made  atonement :  turn,  therefore, 
to  the  shelter  of  my  fortress,  where  you 
may  remain  in  safety  till  times  of  peace. 
They  expressed  their  thankfulness,  and 
with  them  I  !?etraced  the  road  to  my  hous^. 
At  tlie:fpot  of  the  hill  T  hesird  a  groan, 
which  I  perceived  to  proceed  -  from  under 
the  brah<thes  of  a  tree  that  had  lately 
feflen;  I  ordered  my  servant  to  search 
for  the  |)erson  who  uttered  it,  and  to  my 
astonishment  \saw  one  in  the  dress  6f  an 


/ 
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English  officer;  he  appeared  to  suffer  the 
anguish  of  excessive  pain^  and^  though 
borne  by  the  servants  with  all  possible 
care,  before  we  could  reach  the  house^ 
the  invisible  spirit*  seemed  about  to  for- 
sake the  noble  dwelling  that  had  .been 
allotted  to  it.  On  examination,  we  found 
that  his  leg  and  many  of  his  ribs  were  frac- 
tured/  While  I  was  in  despair  about  this 
apparently  irremediable  misfortune,  tbq  old 
Afgan  addressed  himself  to  tne,  and  pro- 
fessing his  skill  in  the  art  of  surgery,  told 
me  that  he  thought  he  could  effect  a  cure. 
He  accordingly  applied  such  remedies  as  he 
deemed  proper,  and  with  such  success  that 
the  stranger  soon  obtained  some  degree  of 
relief.  He  no  sooner  lifted  his  eyes  upon 
me,  than  calling  to  mind  the  English  that 
had  been  taught  us,  by  the  Vaidya  Beai^s,  I 
held  out  to  him  the  hand  of  friendship, 
saying,  "  how  do?"  His  eyes  glistened  with 
pleasure,  and  from. that  moment  our  hearts 
were  united  by  the  seal   of  friendship. 
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When  the  tyrant  pain  had  a  little  loosened 
the  fetters  of  her  power,  he  spoke  to  me 
in  the  Persian  language ;  of  which,  as  well 
as  the  Arabic  and  the  different  dialects  of 
Hindostan,  he  was  perfect  master.  His 
conversation  was  like  the  30ft  dew  of  the 
morning,  when  it  falls  upon  the  valKy  of 
roses ;  it  at  once  refreshed  and  purified  the 
soul.  His  knowledge,  in  comparison  of 
that  of  thiB  most  learned  among  the  Pun- 
dits of  the  present  age,  was  like  the  moun- 
tains of  Cummow  compared  to  the  nest  of 
the  ant.  The  powers  of  his  mind  M/fere 
deep  and  extensive  as  the  wave  of  the 
mighty  Ganges.  His  heart  was  the  seat 
of  virtue,  and  truth  reposed  in  his  bosom; 

He  had  set  out  many  months  before, 
from  Calcutta,  with  an  intention  of  travel- 
ling through  the  northern  parts  of  Hin- 
dostan, in  order  to  trace  the  antiquities  of 
the  most  ancient  of  nations.  He  had  pro- 
ceeded into  Kuttaher,  when  ^  band  of  Af% 
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gSLUSy  beaded  by  Daiunda  Adoola,  wbo  had 
been  lately  dismissed  from  >  the  service  of 
Hafiz  Rhamut,  tOQk  him  prisoner.  Tbey 
confined  him  in  a  strong  hold,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Gurra;  and  on  the  approach 
of  the  combined  armies  of  the  English. and 
Sujah  Dowla,  they^left  him  exposed  tb  the 
miseries  of  famine ;.  but  when  obliged  to.  fly 
to  the  woods  of  Cummow,  they  forced  him 
to  accompany  their  flight,  in  fabpes  tlmt 
he  might  be  the  means  of  procuring  them 
terms  with  the  English,  whose  honour  they 
knew  to  be  equal  to  their  valour. 

On  their  rout  to  Cummow  they  were 
discovered  by  the  Ryots  of  Raey  Bandor, 
who,  by  the  orders  of  their  master,  set  fire 
to  the  wood  in  which  they  lay  concealed ; 
attempting,  by  this  act  of  cruelty,  meanly 
to  avenge  on  these  poor  fugitives  the  death 
of  his  kindred,  and  the  loss  of  his.  Zimeen- 
dary.  Captain  Percy,  for  this  was  the 
name  of  my  amiable  guest,  fled  with  the 


I^ 


t&t;  and  being  overpowered  by  fat^ue,  and 
alarmed  by  the  yells  of  the  tiger>  had  re- 
soh^fKiito  jclinib  a  tree  for  safety,^  and  there 
to  remain  until  he  could  put  himself  undec 
tJifi  protection-  of  a  Hindoo.  The  tree  he 
attempted  had  been  one  left  almost  cut 
by  my  servants,  but  who  had  neglected 
to  pull  .it  down ;»  it .  unfortuna&ly .  gavd 
way  to  thei  pressure,:  and  x^ccasioiied  the; 
fatal  accident  I  have  already  mentioned. 

i  ■  « 

Thou  knowestf  O  Maandaara,  how  my 
mind  has  ever  thirsted  after  knowledge. 
Thou  knowest  with. what  ardour  I  have 
ever  performed  my  Poyah  Seras&xtteef^ 
and  that,  at  an  age  when  few  young  men 
have  read  the  Boids  of  the  Shaster,f  I  b^d 
not  only  studied  the  sacred  pages,  but  had 
pdrused  every-  l&mous  writing  in  the  Shan- 
scrit  language.        ^ 

•*  Worship  to  Seraswatee»  the  ^Goddess  of  Letters. 
/fScriptiite  of  the  Hindoos.      • 


> 
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The  acquisition  of  the  Persic  tongue 
opened  to  me  a  door  of  knowledge  which 
I  was  not  slow  to  enter.  History,  for  some 
time,  became  my  favourite  study.  But 
what  did  the  history  of  states  and  empires 
present  to  my  view  ?  Alas !  what,  but  the 
weakness  and  the  guilt  of  mankind  ?  I  be- 
held the  few,  whom  fortune  had  unhappily 
placed  in  view  of  the  giddy  eminences  of 
life,  having  put  the  reins  of  ambition  into 
the  bloody  hand  of  cruelty,  lash  through 
torrents  of  perfidy  and  slaughter,  till,  per- 
haps, overthrown  in  their  career,  they  were 
trampled  on  by  others  who  were  running 
the  same  guilty  race :  or  if  they  survived 
to  reach  the  goal  they  aimed  at,  living  but 
to  breathe  the  air  of  disappointment,  and 
to  experience  the  thousand  miseries  attend- 
ing that  elevation  which  they  had  vainly 
looked  to  as  the  summit  of  felicity. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  few,  whose 
guilty  passions  and  atrocious  deeds  have 
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raised  them  to  renotm,  aqd  to  whom  the 
Stupid  multitude,  the  willing  instruments 
<^  their  ambition,  the  prey  of  their  avarice, 
and  the  sport  of  their  pride,  have  given 
the  appellation  of  heroes. 

r 

To  the  great  body  of  the  people  I  never 
could  perceive  that  it  made  any  difference 
who  it  was  that  held  the  scorpion  whip  of 
oppression,  as,  into  whatever,  hand  it  was 
by  them  conveyed,  they  were  equally  cer- 
tain of  feeling  the  severity  of  its  sting. 

Meditating  on  these  things,  the  deep 
sigh  of  despondency  has  burst  from  my 
heart.  Can  it  be,  said  I  to  myself,  that 
the  omnipotent  and  eternal  Ruler  of  the 
universe  should,  create  such  multitudes  for 
no  other  purpose  but  to  swell  the  triumphs 
of  a  fellow  mortal,  whose  glory  rises  in 
proportion  to  the  mjsery  he  inflicts  upon 
the  human  racje  ?  Surely,  by  what  I  learn 
from  the  actions  of  the  princes  of  the  earth, 
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virtue  is  a  shadow,  and  the  love  of  it,  which 
I  have  heretofore  cherished  in  my  breast, 
is  nothing  but  the  illusive  phantom  of  a 
dream ! 

By  conversing  with  my  English  guest 
I  got  a  iliiferent  view  of  human  nature. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  Persic  litera- 
ture, it  appeared  universally  darkened  by 
depravity.  In  the .  history  of  Europe  it 
assumed  a  milder  form.  In  Europe,  man 
has  not  always,  as  in  Asia,  been  degraded 
by  slavery,  or  corrupted  by  the  possession 
of  despotic  power.  Whole  nations  have 
there  acknowledged  the  rights  of  human  na* 
ture,  and,  while  they  did  so,  have  attained 
to  the  summit  of  true  glory.  The  Romans^ 
whom  the  Persian*  writers  represent  as  the 
lawless  invaders,  and  fearless  conquerors  of 
the  world;  and  the  Greeks,  whom  they 

*  See  Richardson's  introdttction  to  tbe  Persian  Dic-^ 
lionary. 
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Ibad  with  every  opprobrium,  wetc  in  fact 
naticms  of  heroes.  Spuming  the  chain  of 
slavery,  they  wisely  thought  that  human 
nature  was  too  imperfect  to  be  intrusted 
with  unlimited  authority.  While  they  per* 
formed  Poojah  to  the  Goddess  of  liberty, 
their  hearts  were  enlarged  by  the  posses- 
sion of  every  virtue.  She  taught  them 
the  art  of  victory;  strengthened'  their 
nerves  in  the  day  of  battle ;  and,  when 
they  returned  from  the  field  of  conquest^ 
she  gave  sweetness  to  the  banquets  of 
simplicity,  and  rendered  poverty  honour* 
lable  by  her  smiles. 

At  length,  Wealth  and  Luxury,  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Goddess,  entered  their  domi- 
nions, and  enticed  the  people  from  the 
worship  of  Liberty ;  who,  offended  by  their 
infidelity,  entirely  forsook  their  country, 
making  Happiness  and  Virtue  the  com- 
panions of  her  flight.  On  a  re**examina- 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  these  illnstrious 
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heroes,  who,  while  their  nation  performed 
Poojah  to  Liberty,-  had  gained  the  summit 
of  fame ;  Percy  pointed  out  to  my  view 
riiany  imperfections,  which,  while  my  breast 
•  was  inflamed  by  the  first  ardour  of  admira- 
tion, had  escaped  my  notice.  The  love 
of  liberty  itself,  that  glorious  plant,  as  he 
called  it,  which  if  properly  cultivated  never 
fails  to  produce  the  fruits  of  virtue,  sprung 
not  (he  said)  in  the  Grecian,  or  the  Roman 
breast,  from  the  pure  soil  of  universal  be- 
nevolence,, but  from  the  rank  roots  of  pride 
and  selfishness.  It  never,  therefore,  ex- 
tended to  embrace  the  human  race.  This 
perfection  of  virtue  w^  unknown  in  the 
world,  till  taught  by  the  religion  of  Christ. 
This  last  assertion  of  Percy's,  appeared  to 
me  as  a  prejudice  unfounded  in  truth. 
But  such  are  ever  the  hasty  conclusions  of 
ignorance.  I  had  been  taught  to  believe, 
that  the  pure  doctrine  of  benevolence,  and" 
mercy,  was  unknown  to  all  but  the  favour- 
ed race  of  Brahma ;  that  the  Christian 
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tsXth^  lik^  that  of  the  Mussulmans,  was  a 
narrow  system  of  superstitious  adherence 
to  the  wildest  prejudices,  engendering  hat<- 
red,  and  encouraging  merciless  persecution 
against  all  who  differed  from  them.  No- 
thing can  be  more  erroneous  than  this  idea 
of  Christianity.  By  the  indulgence  of  my 
English  friend  I  was  favoured  with  the 
perusal  of  the  Christian  Shasten*  The 
precepts,  it  contains,  are  simple,  pure,  and 
powerful ;  all  addressed  to  the  heart,  and 
calculated  for  restoring  the  universal  peace 
and  happiness  whidh  has  been  banished 
from  the  earth,  since  the  days  of  the 
Sottee  Jogue-t  / 


*  Scriptures. 

t  The.age  of  purity.  The  Hindoos  reekon  the  du* 
ration  of  the  worid  by  four  Jogaes,  or  distinct  ages. 
The  Sottee  Jogue»  or  age  of  purity^  is  said  to  have  lasted 
3*200,000  years,  when  the  life  of  man  is  said  to  have 
extended  to  100,000  years.  The  Tirtah  Jogue,  or  age 
in  which  one  third  of  mankind  were  reprobate,  which 
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The  love  of  liberty  in  a  people  who  aie 
taught  by  the  fundamental  precepts  of 
their  Shaster,  ^^  to  do  to  others  as  they 
would'  have  others  do  to  them,"  rises  above 
the  narrow  spirit  of  selfishness,  and  ex- 
tendeth  to  embrace  the  human  race !  JBe- 
nevolent  people  of  England !  it  is  their 
desire^  that  all  should  be  partakers  of  the 
same  blessings  of  liberty,  which  they  them- 
selves enjoy.  It  was  doubtless  with  this 
glorious  view,  that  they  sent  forth  colonies 
to  enlighten,  and  instruct,  the  vast  re- 
gions of  America.  To  disseniinnte  the 
love  of  virtue  and  freedom,  they  culti- 
vated the  trans- Atlantic  isles :  and  to  resr 
cue  our  nation   from   the   hands   of  the 


coosistod  of  2,400,#00  years.  The  Dwaper  Jogu^  io 
wWeh  one  half  of  the  humaD  race  became  depraved^ 'en- 
dured 1^600,000  years.  And  the  Collee  Jogue,  in  which 
all  mankind  are  oormpted,  is  the  present  era.  See  Hair 
hed's  Gentoo  Laws. 
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Oppressor,  did  this  brave  and  generous 
people  visit  the  shores  of  Hihdontan ! 

You  may  imagine  how  desirous  I  was  to 
become  acquainted  with  some  particulars 
c<Hicerning  the  form  of  government)  laws, 
and  manners,  of  this:  highly  favoured  na- 
tion. Provided  the :  above  particulars  are 
iruCj  it  is  of.  course  to  expe<it,  that  they 
must  all  be  formed  after  the  model  of  per- 
fection; afid  such,  according  to  my  con- 
ception of  the  accounts  of  Percy,  they  un- 
doubtedly are. 

It  having  pleased  &:ahma  to  create  them 
all  of  one  cast,  among  them  are  no  distinc- 
tions, but  such  as  are  the  reward  of  virtue. 
It  is  not  there,  as  in  the  profligate  court 
of  Delhi,  where  great  riches,  a  supple  ad*- 
herence  to  the  minister,  and  a  base  and 
venal  approbation  of  the  measures  of  the 
courts  can  lead  to  titles  and  distinction. 
No.     In  England,  the  honours  of  nobility 
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are  invariably  bestowed  according  to  in<- 
trinsic  merit.  The  titles  and  privileges 
of  these  heroes  of  the  first  class,  descend 
to  their  children.  We  may  well  suppose 
what  care  is  bestowed  on  the  education 
of  these  young  nobles,  whose  minds  are 
moulded  into  wisdom  at  Universities  insti- 
tuted for  the  purpose :  Where  vice  and  folly 
are  alike  unknown ;  and  where  the  facul- 
ties of  a  young  man  might  have  as  great 
a  chance  of  getting  leave  to  rust  in  igno- 
rance, as  of  being  lost  in  dissipation !  From 
these  seminaries  of  virtue,  they  are  called 
to  the  Senate  of  the  nation  :  where  they 
debate  with  all  the  gravity  and  the  interest 
that  might  be  expected  from  their  early 
habits  of  serious  thought,  and  deep  in- 
vestigation. The  sons  of  the  King,  at  an 
early  age,  take  their  seats  in  that  tribunal, 
from  whose  decision  there  lies  no  appeal. 
As  their  example  is  supposed  to  animate 
the  young  nobility,  it*  may  well  be  ima- 
gined how  wise,  learned,  grave,  and  pious, 
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tions  are  doubtless  the  mirrors  iof  jitocQCUn9, 
and  their  lips  the  gates  of  wisdom  t 

The  equality  J9f  Imman  bdn^  in  the 
sigpht  of  God,  being  taught  fay  (their  rxslar 
pan,  it  is  a  CMftdaoiequtal  ntaxim  of  theiar 
policy,  that  no  laws  ace  fauiding,  which  do 
nat  obtain  the  poxiacaatt  of  the  people.  AH 
laws  ace  therefoie  issued  by  the  sanotitm 
of  -their  irepresentaitives;  every  separate  <£b^ 
tiidty  town,  and  .community,  choosing  hofa 
amon^  them3^1v5S,  the  piursans  most  dis- 
tinguished for /^te/y^  wisdmtf.  learning  J  and 
integrity,  impart  to  them  the  power  of 
acting  ux  th^  /nam^  ^f  jbb$  mho^ 

Ahout  four  hundred  of  these  eminent 
men,  each  of  whom,  to  all  the  requisites 
of  a  Hindoo  magistrate,*  unites  the  know- 
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ledge  of  a  Christian  philosopher,  form,  what 
is  termed,  the  third  estate. 

Uninfluenced  by  the  favpur  of  party,  an- 
contaminated  by  the  base  motives  of  ava- 
rice or  ambition,  they  pursue,  with  steady 
steps,  the  path  of  equity,  and  have  nothing 
so  much  at  heart  as  the  public  welfare. 
No  war  can  be  engaged  in,  and  no  taxes 
imposed,  but  by  the  consent  of  th^e  pa- 
triot chiefs.  Judge  then,  my  friendj  how 
light  the  burden  must  be,  that  is  laid  on 


*'  Drunkenness,  2aid  Pride;  he  ivho  cannot  keep  these 
passions  under  his  own  subjection,  how  shall  he  be 
able  to  nourish  and  instruct  the  pe<^le  ?  Neither  shall 
he  be  seduced  by  the  pleasures  of  the  chace,  nor  be 
^dieted  to  play,  nor  always  employed  in  dancing, 
singing,  and  playing  on  musical  instruments.  Nor 
*'  shall  he  go  to  any  place  without  a  cause,  nor  dispraise 
'*  any  person  without  knowing  his  faults,  nor  shall  he 
**  envy  another  person's  superior  merit,  nor  shall  say 
''  that  such  persons  as  are  men  of  capacity,  are  men  of 
'*  no  capacity/'  &c.   See  Code  of  Gentoo  Laws,  page  52. 
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by  these  representativies,  these  brothers  of 
the  people.  Never  can  such  men  as  these 
be  instrumental  in  sending  war,  with  all  its 
attendant  miseries,  into  the  nations  of  the 
earth ;  all  of  whom  they  are  taught  by 
their  Shastbr  to  consider  as  brethren.  In 
Asia,  we  behold  the  gory  monster,  ever 
ready  to  stalk  forth  with  destructive  stride 
at  the  voicfe  of  ruthless  tyranny ;  but  in 
Europe,  Princes  are  the  friends  of  peace, 
and  the  fathers  of  their  people. 

Many  of  pur  Pundits.have  contemplated, 
with  astonishment,  the  animosities  that 
have  arisen  among  the  followers  of  the 
Arabian  prophet,  on  account  of  the  diffe- 
rent interpretations  given  by  their ''^  Imaums 
to  certain  passages  of  the  Koran ;  forget- 
ting that  the  Supreme  Being  delighteth  in 


*  See  Preliminary  Discourse  of  the  Brarains,  employ- 
ed by  Mr  Hastings  in  the  Pootee,  or  compilation  of  the 
MKnations  of  the  PuQdit9.-*-^entoo  Lawf . 
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variety,  and  that  He  wba  Imth  not  inmaed 
any  two  objects  in  his  va^t  creation  es;actly 
similar,  and  took  doubikless  no  less-  can^upoii 
the  formatixHL  of  the  human  umid,  pepceiv^ 
eth  with  delight  the  cont^amties  of  0^4- 
nion  among  meii.  They  have  carried  tbeif 
presumption  so  lar,  that  one  sect  hath  dared 
to  conceive  hatred  and  ill  will  agaiasi  an^ 
ther,  ibr  noit  viewia^  every  davk  passage  m 
the  writings  of  their  prophet  exaclJy  in 
the  same  light  I  Haw  different  is.  the  case 
with  the  Christian  ?  The  great  Founder  of 
their  religion  having  left  every  man  at  li- 
berty, to  choose  the  form  of  worship  which 
he  finds  best  calculated  to  excite,  and  to 
express  sentiments  of  devotion,  they  each 
attach  themsel^^s  to  the  form  moat  agrees 
able  to  their  own  minds,^  alkywing  the  same 
Hberty  to  others,  and  convinced  that  all 
are  equally  acceptable  to  the  Deity,  who  ac- 
quiesce in  his  laws,  and  obey  his  command- 
ments. In  the  dominiooas  of  the  Mussul- 
mans, though  all  sects  are  petnutted  to  live^ 
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ki&oite  seofc.alofie  (the  orthodox"*^)  that  u 
mvestod  witb  p&wa,  or  entrusted  with 
MEbfarority.  But  jamaag  Christiasft  no  sedt 
emsts  that  would  accept  of  the  most  beiKe*^ 
fidal  distinctitons^  on  terms  so  contrary  to 
the^ipkit  ^f  thefk  Gospel.  All  sects,  equal 
k  tbe  tfye  of  Hciaven,  inccM:  needs^  by  the 
wise  and  tirtmms  legiAaMrs  cf  this  happy 
coiuMry,  be  adtniMed  mto  an  equal  e»joy« 
ment  of  every  right,  and  eveiy  privilege- 
The  priests  of  their  religion  are,  as  theii" 
characters  are  fully  set  forth  in  their  Shas- 
^r^  mefi  who  ^spise  adventitious  advanta- 
ges c^  mnk  and  forttifiie,  who  regard  tio  dis- 
tmct^ons  in  their  dock,  but  the  distinctions 
?aimig  ft^ik  ibternal  tN>ith,  and  intrinsic 
goodtte^i  not  thirsting  after  worldly  ho* 
nours ;  nfot  given  to  luxury  ;^  strangers  to 
avarifCe  and  pride.  Having  no  bitterness 
against  those  who  differ  from  them  in  opi- 


*  Sec  the  Hedaya  or  commeirtary  on  the  Massubimn 
Law». 
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nionj  animosity,  strife^  or  wrath,  is  never 
heard  of  among  these  holy  men,  who,  in 
the  language  of  their  Shatter,  "pass  through 
things  temporal,  only  mindful  of  those 
which  are,  eternal. "  Although  my  unwea-' 
ried  application  to  the  study  of  the  English 
langusige,  enables  me  to  read  a  few  passa^ 
ges  in  that  tongue,  it  is  to  the  Arabic  copy 
of  those  books  of  the  Shaster,  called 
Gospels,  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  the 
accuracy  of  my  information- 

Not  presuming  to  lift  the  veil  of  mys- 
tery^ with  which  some  passages  are  enve- 
loped (a  presumptkm,  which  in  a  stranger 
would  be  equally  unpardonable  and  unbe- 
coming) I  pass  over  whatever  appears  to 
be  mysterious,  with  the  most  profound  re? 
spect.  But  that  Power,  which  taught  me 
to  sweep  from  my  heart  the  dust  of  preju- 
dice, taught  me  also  to  pay  homage  to  ex- 
cellence, wherever  it  might  be  found.  In 
the  precepts  of  the  Christian  Shaster,  I  be* 
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hold  the  grandeur  of  sublimity,  and  tlie 
simplicity  of  truth.  There  is  one  particu* 
lar  so  novel,  so  peculiar,  so  repugnant  to 
the  universally  received  opinions  of  man- 
kind, that  it  considerably  excited  my  asto- 
nishment. In  the  revelation  bestowed  up- 
on the  Christians,  women  are  considered 
in  the  light  of  rational  beings !  free  agents ! 
in  short,  as  a  moiety  of  the  human  species, 
whose  souls  are  no  less  precious  in  the  eye 
of  the  Omniscient  than  that  of  the  proud 
lords  of  the  creation !  What  can  be  more 
extraordinary? 

The  inferiority  of  wonien  appears  so  esta- 
blished by  the  laws  of  nature,  and  has  been 
so  invariably  inculcated,  by  all  the  legisla- 
tors sent  by  Brahma  to  enlighten  the  eight 
comers  of  the  world,  that  it  seems  alto- 
gether incontestible.  It  is  true,  that  our 
divine  laws  (incomparable  in  wisdom !)  do 
not,  like  the  laws  of  the  Mussulmans,  abso- 
lutely exclude  women  from  the  participa- 
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tion  of  happiness  in  a  fiitu? e  state,  it  bddg 
written  in  the  Shaster,  ^'  th^t  a  WMinn^ 
who  bums  kerseys  with  her  husbsmdy  shall 
live  mth  him  in  paradise  three  orore  and 
^t%f  lai^s  cf  years-''  But  et&\  in  this  ease, 
it  is  contested  by  the  Pundits^  that  ber  ad* 
mission  into  Psuradise  depends  on  her  hitt- 
band's  title  to  an  entrance  ifito  that  state 
of  felicity.  Ulicertain  tenor!  precarious 
dependence !  on  which  a  poor  woman  com* 
mits  herself  to  the  flames !  Wisely  did  out 
lawgivers  ordain,  that  ignofarice  and  sub- 
mission should  be  the  ornaments  of  women ; 
seeing  how  much  the  privilege  of  inquiry 
might  have  disquieted  thfeir  repose! 

Christian  women  are  ttiore  fortunate; 
they  may  enjoy  heaven  without  the  com- 
pany  of  their  husbands!  Throughout  the 
Christian  Shaster,  they  are  exalted  to  per- 
fect equality  with  man.  They  are  consi- 
dered as  occupying  a  station  of  equal  dig- 
nity, in  the  intelligent  creation;  and  as 


SI 

bcSng  Equally  ftccountable  for  the  use  they 
maike  of  the  gift  of  reason,  and  the  mo* 
niticms  of  conscience.  What  care^  what 
pains,  must  we  then  conclude  to  be  be- 
atowed  by  Christians,  on  the  formation  of 
the  female  mind  !  ^'  As  the  beams  of  the 
moon  kindle  the  flowers  of  the  Oshadi, 
so^^'  says  the  philosopher,  ^'  doth  educa- 
tion expand  the  blossoms  of  intelligence." 
Where  women  are  destined  to  be  under 
no  controul  but  that  of  reason,  under  no 
festraint,  save  the  abiding  consciousness  of 
the  searching  eye  of  Omnipotence,  of  what 
vast  importance  must  their  education  ap- 
pear in  the  eyes  of  the  enlightened !  Ac- 
cordingly we  find  that  seminaries  of  female 
instruction,  called  Boarding-schools,  are  in 
England  universally  established ;  where, 
by  what  I  can  learn,  the  improvement  of 
the  understanding  is  as  successfully  attend- 
ed to,  and  every  solid  and  useful  accom- 
plishment as  fiilly  attained,  as  are  the  se- 
vere morals  of  Christianity,  by  their  bro- 
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thers  at  the  university.  When  the  females 
of  England  have  completed  their  education 
in  these  seats  of  science,  these  nurseries  of 
wisdom,  they  come  forth  like  the  mother 
of  Krishna,  the  torch  of  reason  enlighten- 
ing their  minds,  and  the  staff  of  knowledge 
supporting  their  virtue!  In  that  enlight- 
ened country,  a  wife  is  the  friend  of  her 
husband.  Motives  of  esteem  influence  the 
choice  of  both ;  for  there,  women  are  at 
liberty  to  choose,  or  to  reject  offers  of 
marriage,  and  educated  as  they  are,  we 
may  well  suppose  how  wisely  they  will 
always  choose !  By  their  religion,  men  are 
prohibited  from  having  more  than  one  wife 
at  a  time,  which  at  first  view  will  doubtless 
appear  a  hardship  in  your  eyes ;  but  if  you 
.consider  what  an  endless  source  of  dis- 
quiet, the  quarrels,  jealousies,  and  strifes 
among  our  wives  frequently  produce,  you 
will  perhaps  acknowledge,  that  to  lessen 
the  number  is  not  so  great  a  misfortune ! 
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What  I  have  said  concerning  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  female  understandings  will  per« 
haps  appear  ridiculous  in  your  eyes ;  but  take 
the  following  proof  of  the  veracity  of  my 
assertion.  One  day  that  I  had  been  study- 
ing the  Shaster  of  my  English  guest,  I 
perceived,  written  in  fair  and  legible  cha- 
racters, upon  the  first  leaf,  these  words; 
"  The  parting  gift  of  Charlotte  Percy  to  the 
most  beloved  of  brothers."  I  carried  the 
book  to  my  friend,  who  was  still  confined 
to  hia  couch,  and  asked  him  if  Charlotte 
was  the  name  of  his  brother  ?  He  answered 
with  a  smile,  that  Charlotte  was  the  name 
of  his  dear^  and  amiable  sister.  ^^  Your 
sister ! "  repeated  I,  with  astonishment  ;— 
."  Can  it  be,  that  in  your  country  a  woman 
is  permitted  to  touch  the  Shaster  ?  or,  are 
women  taught  to  write?  It  cannot  be. 
Such  things  are  not  proper  for  women." 
He  replied,  that  my  surprise  was  occasion- 
ed, by  having  always  been  accustomed  to 
behold  the  sex  in  the  degrading  st^e  of 
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subjection :  A  state  wfatch,  wlverever  it  pre- 
vails^ subdues  the  vigour,  and  destroys 
tbe  virtue  of  the  human  miixL  Man^ 
he  observed,  received  from  natui^  iro  pas* 
sion  so  powierful  m^  the  love  of  tyranajr* 
Tlus,  the  superiority  of  bodily  strength 
had  enabled  him  to  exercise  orer  the 
weaker  part  of  his  species,  with  uncon* 
trolled  sway.  In  proportion  as  society 
advanced  in  civilization,  the  advantages  'of 
reason  over  bodily  strength  prevailed,  and 
the  passions  received  from  tlie  fetters  of 
restraint  a  degree  of  polish,  which,  if  it  did 
not  change  their  nature,  rendered  them 
less  disgustingly  ferocious.  The  wife  of  a 
Hindoo,  continiiied  he,  is,  from  this  cause, 
treated  with  more  respect,  and  enjfoys  a 
much  greater  degree  of  liberty  and  happi- 
ness, than  the  wife  of  an  untutored  Afgan. 
But  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man,  to  relin- 
quish claims  so  flattering  to  his  pride ;  and 
the  innate  love  of  the  exercise  of  despo- 
tic apthority,  must  have  for  ever  kept  the 
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ftmale  sen  hr  a  state  of  subjection,  had  not 
the  powerful  mandate  of  religion  snapped 
their  chains.  This,  the  religion  received 
by  the  Christians  has  fully  acromplished: 
and  to  shew  ytni  bow  much  it  is  in  the 
power  of  education  to  improve  the  female 
mind,  continued  my  friend,  I  shall  traur 
slate,  for  your  perusal,  some  of  the  let* 
ters  of  that  sister,  whose  name  is  written 
in  the  leaf  of  the  book  you  are  now  read- 
ing. 

According  to  this  promise,  my  excel* 
lent  friend  translated  for  me  several  pieces, 
both  in  prose  and  verse ;  presenting  me  at 
the  same  time  with  copies  of  the  originals, 
that  I  might  compare  them  together.  By 
that  which  I  have  enclosed  for  your  sa- 
tisfaction, you  will  perceive,  that  the  sister 
of  Percy  haa  no*  only  learned  to  read,  and 
write,  but  is  in  a  eonsiderable  degree  capa- 
ble of  thinkings  Nnrded  in  tolitude,  she 
in  early  youth  took  delight,  to  string  the 
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pearls  of  poetry.  I  send  you  one  of  the 
first  of  these  gems  of  fancy ;  which,  though 
it  boasts  not  the  radiant  brilliancy  of  the 
diamond,  is  pleasing  as  the  varying  opal, 
and  soft  as  the  lustre  of  tJie  green  emerald. 
It  was  written  after  having  refused  an  in- 
vitation to  a  party  of  pleasure,  on  acqount 
of  Ijer  duty  to  an  aged  uncle,  who  had 
adopted  her  as  his  daughter,  and  of  whom 
she  speaks,  in  the  language  of  filial  affec- 
tion. Let  it  be  read  with  candour,  for  it 
is  the  offspring  of  youth  I  with  indulgence, 
for  it  is  the  tribute  of  gratitude ! 

BLEST  be  these  rural  glens,  these  flowery  glades; 

The  lov^  retreats  of  innocence  and  joy : 
Content's  sweet  voice  is  heard  beneath  these  shades; 

Her  quiet  seat  no  wild  wish  dares  aimoy. 

Dear  to  n^  heart  is  this  seqnestei^d  scene; 

By  liberal  nature  deck'd  in  robes  so  gay : 
<yer  all  my  soul  she  breathes  her  sweets  serene, 

As  in  her  walks  I  take  ddight  to  stray. 
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Twas  her  sweet  fasod  that  strewed  this  bmk  with  flowers; 

She  bends  these  osiers  o'er  the  chrystal  stream ; 
She  twines  the  woodMne  round  these  leafy  bowers ; 

And  tnnis  that  rose-bud  to  the  moming^s  beam. 

From  her,  sweet  Goddess^  here,  in  youth,  I  drew 

Spirits  as  light  as  airy  fanc/s  wing : 
Twas  here  I  maik'd  each  glowing  tint  she  tlnew 

On  the  fair  blossom  of  the  inning  spring* 

And  shall  I  leave  her?  leave  her  lov'd  retreat? 

For  scenes  where  Art  her  mimic  power  displays; 
For  the  fidse  pleasures  of  the  gay  and  great ; 

Pride's  enqpty  boast,  and  Splendor^s  midnight  blue? 

Can  Pride,  can  Splendoi's  most  triumphant  hour. 
Give  any  pleasure  to  the  breast  so  dear. 

So  exquisite,  as  is  the  conscious  .]k>wer 
A  venerable  paienf  s  days  to  cheer  ? 

Ah!  then,  from  thee,  my  guardian,  and  my  fioend. 
Let  never  vagrant  wish  fHiesume  to  stray ; 

But  on  my  stqps  let  filial  love  attend, , 
Gently  to  sooth  thy  Kfe's  declining  day.' 


^  I 
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Caa  I  foigefc  whit  to  thy  I«v€  I  oWdi 
Forget  tby  gootkiess  to  my  orphan  state? 

Foiget  the  booiw  tbf  tenderness  beetovir^d  ? 
Or  tby  anchang'd  affiectioB'fl  early  date? 

When  my  loi^d  fiither  presaTd  his  early  bkr, 
(From  which^  alas !  uor  youth,  nor  love  could  oav^ 

And  when  my  iridow'd  mother  (doom  severe !) 
Vktim  of  sorrow!  sunk  into  the  gmve; 

» 
Thy  care  a  m(rt«^  than  fafther^s  care  supplied. 

Thy  beeast  a  more  than  father's  fondness  knew : 

Ledbythybaad,  cn'chmish'd  atthyskley 

My  miant  years  in  spri^tly  pleasures  iew« 

No  frown  ftota  thee  repressed  the  hanidess  joy. 
No  harsh  reproof  repeU'd  the  livdy  thought ; 

Pleas'd,  thou  couldst  smile  on  efaildfaood's  simplest  toy. 
And  say,  "  no  pleasures  were  so  dwaply  bc^ugfct.*^ 

Can  I  foiget  the  parkper  of  tby  eares? 

Whose  kind  attention  ferm'd  my  early  youth ; 
Or  with  what  care  she  watobM  my  tender  years ; 

And  in  life's  taonwif  ,  soVd  tihe  seeds  of  truth  i 
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Twas  her  iostiyclioiiB»  piom^  prodcat,  mhc, 
Tuiigbt  me  the .TirtncA  that  adorn  our  sex; 
h»  humbkst  duties  bafle.  me  not  despise 
.  But  rise  supefkur  to. its  weak  defects: 

Tai^ht  me  to  shun  ^lean  pdde's  malignant  sneer> 
To  scorn  low  envy's  keen  provoking  taunt; 

And  still  to  turn  my  ever  willing  ear. 
To  the  low  voice  of  sorrow,  or  of  want : 

Taught  me  on  pure  devotion's  wings  to  rise 
To  the  unseen,  supreme,  eternal  Ppwer; 

To  read  hb  works  where'er  I  tum'd  mine  eyes. 
In  heaven^s  starr'd  concave,  or  earth's  lowliest  flower. 

If  e'er  my  breast  with  love  of  virtue  gloVd, 
Or  ardent  sought  the  muses' hallow'd  shrine,  ' 

To  thee  my  dawning  taste  its  culture  oVd ; 
Each  high-bom  sentiment,  dear  shade,  was  thine. 

Oh!  if  thy  sainted  spirit  hover» near^ 
With  smiles  l^ign  my  filial  vows  approve; 

Vows  like  thy  conduct,  artless,  and  sincere, 
Buie  as  thyiaith»4md  spotless  as  thy  l^e! 

VOL.  I.  X> 
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Thus  far  did  Zftannilla  write  to  liis  A*mid 
Maandaara,  by  the  slave  who  perished  in 
the  swelling  of  the  Jumna.  Captain  Percy 
had  been  then  five  months  under  the  shar 
dow  of  my  roof;  the  skill  of  the  Afgan 
had  not  been  sufficient  to  join  the  fractur- 
ed bone,  .so  that  great  pain  was  inflicted 
upon  him.  I  had  often  attempted  to  get 
an  account  of  his  situation  transmitted  to 
the  English  camp,  but  without  success. 
The  troops  of  the  Afgans  surrounded  me, 
and  the  danger  of  discovering  to  them 
that  an  English  officer  was  in  their  power, 
obliged  me  to  act  with  the  utmost  circum- 
spection. At  length,  in  the  month  Assen 
(October)  the  treaty  was  concluded  be- 
tween the  Khan  of  Rampore,  and  the  great 
powers.  ,1  besought  dfxd  obtained  leave 
from  Fyzoola  Khan  to  go  myself  to  the 
camp  of  the  English^  which  was  yet  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  Captain  Percy, 
weakened  by  the  languor  of  disease,  and 
sinking  under  the  pressure  of  incessant 
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|MD%  raviv^  «t  my  proposal;  th^  big  Ifar 
gttstened  »  ht*  eye>  aa4  pcessing  my  ba&d 
befeKTceB  faic^ ''  God  shall  bless  tboe,  my  dear 
ZaarttaUa,"  <;H^  be,  ''  the  GodK)f  hmvw. 
shall  bless  thee  fbr  thy  IdndnMSr  to  tne.  In* 
contemplating  the  approaching  dissolution 
tif  my  beifig,  vnsbaken  coi^fid^nce  in  l^e 
mercies  of  my  God  sad  Saviour  support  my 
son).  Death  has  for  ma  no  terrors;  ba^ 
methmks  it  would  brighten  tbe  dark  pasr 
sage  that  leads  to  it,  could  I  again  behold 
any  of  my  fcmner  friends^,  and  coimtry^ 
men;  their  accounts  would  soften  to  my 

sister  the  tidJjigs  of  an  event  that  will 
pierce  her  soul  She  knows  not  the  good^ 
ness  of  Zaarmilla;  and  will  only  imagine 
to  herself  the  figure  of  her  dying  brother, 
expiring  among  strangers.  Could  she  be 
assured,  how  often  my  sufferings  have  been 
alleviated  by  the  balm  of  sympathy,  and 
how  much  the  endearing  seusibilities  of 
cordial  friendship  have  refreshed  my  sou], 
it  would  be  a  solace. to  her  affliction/ 


*> 
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'  He  then  wrote  as  i)ittc^  as  strength 
would  permit,  to  a  British  oMoer^  who  was 
his  particij^ar  friend,  and  enclosing  it  in  a 
few  lines  to  the  commander  in  chief,  de^ 
livered  it  into  my  hands. 

» 

I  pursued  my  journey  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  attended  only  by  a  small  retinue. 
When  we  reached  the  place  of  our  destina^ 
tron^  we  had  the  niortification  to  find  that 
it  had  been 'for  som*e  time  abandoned  by 
the  English,'  who  were  on  their  march 
down  the  countryl  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
follow  them :  though,  being  unused  to 
travel,  I  was  overtaken  by  fktigue,  and 
annoyed  by  the  rains,  which  began  at  this 
time  to  set  in  with  great  violence* 

After  a  tedious  and  disagreeable  journey, 
I  at  length  reached  Rhamgaut,  where  the 
English  army,  at  the.  request  of  the  Visier, 
had  for  some  time  halted.  I  was  received; 
by  the  commander  with  the  eye  of  kindness, 
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and  reGommended  by  him  to  hts  ofBcers, 
widi  the  voice  of  praia^.  The  chief  to 
whom  Captain  Percy  had  written,  welcom- 
ed me  in  the  warmth  of  friendship,  and  he- 
stowed  upon  my  conduct  unmerrted  eulo- 
gium. 

» 
Soon  as  my  limbs  had  recovered  .from 

the  weariness  of  fatigue,  this  Saib,  ai^d  an- 
other dear,  and  intimate  friend  of  the  un- 
fortunate  Percy's,  who  was  deeply  skilled 
in  the  science  of  medicine,  purposed  re- 
turning with  me,  in  order  to  solace,  and  if 
possible  to  restore  the  amiable  youth.  Tte 
rains  continued  to  descend ;  but  the  spirit 
of  true  friendship  rises  superior  to  every 
obstacle.  We  carried  with  us  the  good 
wishes  of  an -host  of  friends,  and,  support- 
ed by  hope,  accomplished  our  journey  in 
safety.  • 

From  the  accounts  I  had  cpmmunicated 
concerning  the   situation  of  our  friend, 


Doctor  iDenbeigb,  the  fmud  oa  wlMMse 
knowledge  in  the  laealing  art,  liis  hn- 
Hmt  officers  placed  60  m^cb  reliance,  hsA 
pronounoed  greEl  hopes  concerning  Mm; 
hopes  which  inspire<J  Uje  alacrity  of  ijheer- 
fulness.  Alas !  as  the  blood-stained  tiger 
of  the  forest  rushes  on  the  timid  fawn, 
who^  nsi^onscioiis  of  his  presence,  s^rts 
within  the  i>each  of  his  ferociow  grasp,  so 
doth  calamity  dart  upon  the  cherished 
hope  of  miortals. 

When  we  approached  my  dwelling,  the 
Khansaman,  tinder  whose  particular  care  I 
had  left  my  friend,  came  ont  to  meet  us. 
His  eyes  were  heavy  with  the  tears  xrf 
grief,  and  l»s  whole  deportment  was 
marked  by  the  pressure  of  recent  sor- 
row. I  was  afraid  to  question  him^  lest 
his  answer  should  bereave  me  of  hope ;  but 
at  length  my  tongue  articulated  PercyV 
mane.  Aksl  my  fears  were  just.  The 
pure   spirit  had   fled  from  its  corporeal, 
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confinement,  to  the  bouiulless  expansion 
of  infinity.  Three  days  had  elapsed  since 
the  body,  deserted  by  its*  celestial  inhabi- 
tant, had  been  committed  to  the  womb  of 
earth :  I  visited  the  dust  which  covered  it, 
and  gave  vent  to  the  grief  that  oppress* 
€d  my  iSoul.  The  friends  of  Percy  united 
their  tears  with  mine :  Uiey  were  the  pure 
offering  of  friendship  flowing  from  hearts 
of  sincerity. 

After  we  had  indulged  the  first  impulses 
of  grief,  the  Khansaman  presented  us  with 
the  papers  which  our  friend  had  consign- 
ed to  hia  caxe.  These  were,  a  sealed  pac- 
ket, directed  to  his  sbter,  a  letter  to  his 
English  friend,  with  directions  concerning 
Im  efhetSy  and  an  epistle  to  me,  written 
with  the-  pen  <^  affection.  To  me  he  be- 
queathed, as  a  token  of  his  love,  the 
little  shrill-voiced  monitor,  whose  golden 
tongue  proclaims  the  lapse  of  time,  *  called 
in  £nglish  a  repeating  watch,  his  sister's 
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picture,  together  wit^  all  the  manuscripts 
of  her  writing,  his  English  Shaster,  and,  in 
shorty  all  that  was  about  his  person  when 
I  had  the  happiness  of  receiving  him  un^^ 
der  my  roof.  I  have  since  perused  with 
care  the  precious  relicts  of  this  amiable 
yoimg  man.  In  the  leaves  of  his  pocket*^ 
book  were  written  many  valuable  remarks, 
some  of  which  had  evidently  been  deposit* 
ed  there  but  a  short  time  before  the  Angel 
of  Death  arrested  the  hand  which  wrote 
them^  Among  his  lioose  papers  were  se- 
veral pages  entitled,  "  Thoughts  on  the 
Prevalence  of  Infidelity;''  in  which  the 
names  of  Hume,  Bolingbroke,  and  Vol* 
taire,  frequently  occur.  It  will  oblige  me 
if  you  inquire  of  the  Immaum  Yuseph  Ib'n 
Medi  for  some  information  concerning 
these  men ;  who,  I  make  no  doubt,  are  of 
the  sect  of  Hanbal,  against  whose  opinions 
the  Mussulman  doctors  so  bitterly  inveigh. 
What  makes, me  certain  they  are  not  Chris- 
tians is,  that  from  what  Percy  has  said 
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concerning  their  opinions,  it  is  evident 
that  these  unhappy  men  are  unconscious 
of  the  precious  spark  of  immortality  which 
glows  within  their  bosoms.  Nay,  so  much 
are  they  inflated  by  vanity,  so  infatuated 
by  the  spirit  of  pride,  as  to  utter  words  of 
arrogance  with  the  tongue  of  presumption ; 
Baying,  tlmt  men  ought  not  to  believe  in 
the  supreme  Inheritor  of  eternity. 

Our  dq>arted  friend  concludes  his  re* 
marks  upon  these  people,  in  the  following 
words : 

**  Ye  who  are  so  keen  to  disseminate 
the  baneful  principles  of  infidelity,  did  ye 
know  what  it  is  to  watch  the  slow,  but 
steady  steps  of  death ;  ^  to  behold  his  ap- 
proach in  the  silence  of  solitude,  where 
the  whispers  of  vanity  are  unheard,  and 
the  stnall  still  voice  of  conscience  alone 
speaks  audibly  to  the  soul,  ye  would  not, 
surely,  be  so  rashly  forward  to  dash  from 
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the  lips  of  a  fellow  mortal  the  cordial 
dreiiight  of  hope,  and  to  oflter  in  its  stead, 
the  bitter  cup  of  doubt,  uneertaintj^  and 
despair! 

^^  TI^  principles  of  religion  are  so  coH" 
genial  to  the  human  mind,  that  I  am  oonr 
vinced  they  would  almost  always  remain 
permanent,  was  it  not  for  the  adventitious 
prejudices,  with  which  the  pure  and  simple 
doctrines  of  Christianity  are  so  entangled, 
by  the  zealous  adherente  o£  every  sect  and 
party% 

^^  Of  all  my  contemporaries,  they  have 
ever  been  the  fenemost  to  throw  off  the 
restraints  of  religion,  who  have  been  wha^t 
is  termed  most  itricthf  educated ;  but  who 
never  had  any  religious  sentiments  impress- 
ed Upon  their  minds^  distinct  from  the  par- 
ticular ^dogmas  of  their  respective  sects. 
With  these  dogmas  their  ideas  of  the  truth 
of  Christianity  were  inseparably  combined ; 
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md  when  they  afterward  came  to  miBgle 
with  the  world,  and  found  their  prejudices 
untenable  against  the  attack  of  argument, 
the  force  <»f  reason,  or  the  sneer  of,  ridi- 
4Cide,  the  whole  fabric  of  their  faith  was 
^laken  to  the  foundation.  Kessed  be  the 
anetnory  of  the  parent  who  instructed  me, 
whose  care  it  was  to  impress  upon  my 
mind  the  strictest  principles,  with  the  most 
liberal  opinions.  In  her  eyes,  the  mode  of 
wwship  was  nothing;  the  spirit  from 
it  proceeded  was  every  thing. 


"  My  feelings  tell  me  that  the  lamp  of 
life  is  nearly  extinguished.  Never  more 
shall  I  bduAd  the  €ace  of  a  ftimd.  No 
sister's  firiendly  hand  to  smooth  my  ptlk^r, 
or  to  sooth  my  soul  with  the  tender  ac- 
cents of  affiBCtioii.  My  impatience  for  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  my  friend  Grey,  has 
deprived  me  of  the  comfort  I  have  hither- 
to received,  from  the  consoling  sympathy, 
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and  unremitting  kindness,  of  the  amiable 
Hindoo.  / 

"  Remote  from  dountry,  friends,  and  all 
that  tny  heart  has  been  accustomed  to  hold 
dear; — but  what,  in  a  moment  like  this, 
could  friends  or  country  do  for  me  ?  what, 
but  to  "  point  the  parting  anguish."  I  am 
not  alone.  No.  The  ever-present  God  is 
with  me ;  and  his  comforts  support  my 
soul.  Often,  in  the  hour  of  health,  have  I 
repeated  with  rapture  the  lines  of  the 
poet ;  and  now  I  am  called  to  be  an  evi- 
dence of  their  truth. 

**  Should  fete  command  me  to  the  ikithest  vei^ 
Of  the  green  earth*  to  distant  barbarous  climes* 
Rivers  unknown  to  song ;  where  first  the  sun 
Gilds  Indian  mountains*  or  his  setting  b^am 
Flames  on  th'  Atlantic  isles ;  ^tis  nought  to  me : 
Since  God  is  ever  present,  ever  felt* 
In  the  void  waste  as  in  the  city  full ; 
And  where  his  spirit  breathes  there  must  be  jojr. 
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Wlien  e'en,  at  last,  llie  toieniii  hour  diall  come 
And  wing  my  mystic  jBight  to  future  woridi» 
I  cheerful  will  obey ;  there,  with  new  powers 
Will  rising  wonders  sing.    I  cannot  go 
Wliere  universal  love  not  smiles  around." 


Such,  O !  Maandaara,  was  the  conclusion 
of  the  life  of  this  European.  His  two  friends 
abode  with  me  for  a  few  days,  and  depart- 
ed, loaded  with  every  mark  of  my  friendr 
ship  and  esteem.  I  was  no  sooner  left 
alone,  than  melancholy  took  possession 
of  my  mind.  The  conversation  of  Cap- 
tain Percy  gave  light  to  my  soul ;  it  wa^ 
at  an  end ;  and  darkness  again  surrounded 
me. 

The  Rajah,  of  LoUdong,  and  his  brother, 
the  Zimeendar,  heard  of  my  affliction,  and 
came  to  comfort  me.  Alas!  they  were 
both  too  full  of  their  own  concerns,  to  take 
any  part  in  the  grief  which  filled  my  heart. 
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In  the  late  calamities  of  our  nation^  th^ 
lands  had  been  ravaged  b}?;  the  troops  of 
the  Visier.  The  protecting  hand  of  the 
English  had  not  been  able  to  save  their 
villages  from  the  ruthless  hand  of  the  de^ 
stroyer ;  and  their  Ryots  were  consequent- 
ly unable  to  pay  their  rents.  I  listened  to 
the  story  of  their  distresses  with  ccmcem, 
and  ssud  all  in  my  power  to  comfort  tfaem^ 
A  second,  and  a  third  time,  they  repeated 
the  particulars  of  their  grievances;  and 
though  they  hoth  usually  spoke  at  once, 

m 

Still  I  listened  with  patience.  But  wheil 
I  found  them  pbstinately  persist  in  che^ 
rishing  the  feelings  of  selfish  regret,  for 
their  own  particular  misfortune,  while  the 
miseries  of  thousands,  who  on  the  same 
occasion  had  lost  their  all,  found  no  en- 
trance into  their  hearts,  I  could  no  longer 
listen  to  their  complaints  with  the  sem* 
blance  of  attention ;  and,  perceiving  that 
they  wearied  me,  they  departed. 
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In  the  iimocent  and  playful  vivacity  of 

the  little  Zamarcanda,  I  have  found  a  bet* 

« 

ter  subdtiUite  for  intellectual  enjoyment, 
than  in  the  tiresome  solemnity  of  senten<^ 
tious  dulness.  But  dtill  the  soft  dew  of 
contentment  sheds  not  its  divine  influence 
<m  the  dwelling  of  Zaarmilla.  My  mind 
is  tossed  in  the  whirlwind  of  doubt,  and 
bewildered  iii  the  laybrinth  of  conjecture : 
but  let  not  Maandaara  mistake  the  words 
of  his  friend;  let  him  not  imagine  that 
my  veneration  for  the  Gods  of  my  Withers 
can  be  lessened  by  the  words  of  a  stranger : 
or,  that  I  am  so  far  misled,  as  to  conceive 
that  the  greatest  portion  of  wisdom  be* 
stowed  by  Brahma  upon  any  nation  in  the 
world's  circumference,  can  bear  any  com-^ 
parison  with  that  which  has  been  given  in 
the  sacred  Vedas.  No.  I  bow  with  r6-» 
verence  while  I  pronounce  the  name  of 
the  sacred  volumes;  and  confess  that  in 
Rigyajuhsamas'  Harva  the  immortal  trea- 
sures of  true  knowledge  are  deposited; 
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But  in  what  text  of  the  Veda,  Upa- 
Veda,  Vedanga,  Pur^ia,  Dherma,  or  Dher- 
sana,*'  is  .it  forbidden  to  contemplate  the 
operation  of  Maya  throughout  the  sea-girt 
earth  ?  Why  should  I  remain  in  doubt  as 
to  the  truth  of  the  accounts  given  me  by 
the  young  Christian?  why  should  I  not 
satisfy  iny  mind  by  a  farther  acquaintance 
with  his  countrymen,  by  which  alone  I 
can  discover,  whether  his  words  have  been 
dictated  by  the  spirit  of  delusion,  or  eman- 
ated from  the  heart  of  integrity  ? 

If  his  accounts  are  just ;  if  the  book  he 
has  given  me  be  indeed  the  Shaster  of  the 
Christians,  I  can,  in  that  case,  have  no 
doubt  of  its  being  the  guide  of  their  prfU^ 
tice,  as  well  as  the  rule  of  their  faith ;  nor 
help  feeling  an  ardent  desire  for  knowing 

*  The  six  great  Shasters,  in  which  all  knowledge, 
divine  a^  human,  iis  supposed  to  be  comprehended. 
See  Antic  Researches,  vol.  i.  article  18. 
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nofe  of  men,  whose  cbnversdttdn  mxisX  be 
so  fiiU  of  parity,  and  whose  lives  aretkvot^ 
ed  to  goeld^works ! : 

What  I  have  already  learned  from  the 
worthy '  European,  whose  death'  has  caused 
the  arrow  of  affliction  to  rankle  in  my 
bosom,  so  far  from  hurting  my  mind,  has 
servisd'but  to  invigorate  my  virtue.  It  is 
by  the  breatii  of  Ganesa^  that  the  flame  of 
curiosity  has  been  kindled  in  my  bosom: 
And  wherefore  should  I  not  indulge  my-* 
self'  in  -  following  that  path  to  knowledge, 
which  the'  spirit  that  enlighteheth  my  un^- 
detetanding  impelleth  me  to  pursue?  If 
the  sun  of  science,  which  rose  with  radiant 
spfendor  on  our  eastern  hemisphere,  now 
beams  its  fervid  rays  upon  the  regions  of 
the  west,  why  should  I  be  prevented  from 
following  its  glorious  course  ? 

Thou  wilt,  perhaps,  tell  ipe  of  what  I 
owe  to  my   Cast)  my  country,   and  my 
vox..  I.  fl 


&6 


p6Gp\t.  As  to  the  &9s%  thcMi  kaowM;  tl»t 
the  aequtrement  of  knowledge,  isr  not  a 
duty  confined  to  the  rdce  which  s|>ra]t9 
from  the  mouth  of  Brahma;  and  though 
it  is  necessary  that  every  Hindoo  alidttld 
,  keep  himself  fi«e  from  contamination,  yet 
fifiany  holy  men  have  found  it  possiUe  to 
do  so,  in  the  strictest  sense,  even  while 
they  made  their  abode  in  the  dWeUiiigs  of 
Mahommedaas,  afid  ChtiatiaiL&  No  op^ 
portunity  could  ofibr  n^ore  £l.vourab}e  than 
the  present,  for  quitting  nly  country,  wiA- 
piit  prejudice  to  my  own  interes^t  or  that 
of  my  people.  The  peace  w^cb  has  bees 
happily  restored  to  us,  is  oisured  by  the 
£aith  of  our  deliverers :  a^d,  moreover,  the 
wisdom,  generosity,  and  clemency^  which 
adorn  the  charaetfr  of  Fysook  Khan,^ 
give  the  best  pledge  for  the  security  of 
our  possessions. 

*  See  the  lUhiUa  History. 


I  hmt^  jAcrefeli^  no  «hrtacie  tir  mn* 

vi»hfs  liut  cam.  It  m  the  diaqpcMi  ofi 
ZaiwrcaiMlB;.  CouU  I  ka^r  bu  in  Acr 
possession  of  ivrf  icimiy.  xa^  iMbik  wodil 
be  at  rest.  And  who  so  worthy  to  be  the 
wife  o£  MaandoBrr  n  idie  sister  4if  Za&r- 
milla?  She  is  yet  in  the  tendejdEew  0C 
youth,  but  is  accomplished  in  all  that  our 
laws  peniut  womeni  to  leanu.  lier  miad  is 
pure  as  the  lily,  that  bends  its  silver  head 
over  the  transparent  stream.  Modesty  is 
enshrined  in  her  cheeks,  and  beauty 
sparkles  through  the  deep  fringe  which  en- 
circles her  ground-kissing  eyes.  The  blood 
of  a  thousand  Rajahs  flows  through  her 
veins,  .and  her  Ayammi  Shadee*  shall  be 
worthy  of  the  love  of  her  brother.     If  this 

*  Ayammi  Shadee  b  the  present  made  to  a  yoimg 
wcMiian  by  her  relations,  during  the  period  of  her  be- 
tfothmenty  and  which  is,  ever  after,  considered  as  her 
own  property.    See  the  Gentoo  Laws. 
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proposal  seCTieth  good  in  thine  eyes,  I 
will  meet  thee. at  Ferrochabad,  in  the 
middle  of  the  month  Phogoun,*  and  there 
thou  <  shatt  receive  .  the  virtuous  maiden 
from  the  hands  of  thy  friend. 


1  *  « 


I  expect  thy  answer  with  impatience. 
FarewelL 


*  AnsweriDg  to  part  of  our  Febniary  and  March. 
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LETTER  II. 

The  most  faithful  of  FriendSy  KidheeuNeeay 
Maandaara ;  to  the  powerful  and  enlight- 
ened Rajahy  Seeta  Jum  Zaarmilla. 

Praise  be  to  Veeshnu !  The  long  wished* 
for  letter  from  the  friend  bf  my  youth, 
hath  kindled  the  fire  of  conflicting  pas* 
sions  in  the  breast  of  Maandaara.  The 
assurance  of  thy  continual  kindness  lights 
the  spiark  of  joy ;  but  the  intelligence  of 
the  infatuation  that  hath  seized  thy  mind, 
envelopes  my  soul  in  the  dark  cloud  of 
despair. 

I  perceive  that  thou  ait  under  the  influ^^ 
ence  of  enchantment,  and  that  that  false 
stranger  hath  used  some  charm  to  deceive 
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thy  understanding.  What  would  the  spi- 
rit of  thy  father,  what  would  the  learn- 
ed Pundit,  to  whose  instructions  we  are 
equally  indebted,  what  would  they  pro- 
nounce, could  they  hiear  that  Zaarmilla 
thought  it  necessary  to  sojourn  among 
i(^6dds,  and  impious  cafers  oif  jbtood,  ia 
opder  to  «cq«iu>e  knowledge  ?  Can  a  race 
which  ,p™>g  #««  Ae  «  that  wa, 

shaken  from  the  feet  of  Brahma,  and  on 
tint  aecomit  beneath  die  Soodet,  who  is 
hoiioujred  in  being  pemootted  to  tomcfa  thy 
saandaj^,  a  raioe  wlncfa,  though  ILcflsi  savage 
th^  that  4»f  the  Mttussuhiiams  with  xegajnd 
to  tibose  that  bear  the  hmiMi  fbrm^  excooi 
them  ia  crudty  to  adl  the  other  afldmated 
i&habitQoits  joii  the  teaith :  Cia  aaiy  of  tins 
race  be  eapabSe  of  instmetiaig  the  iksceoa^ 
dant  of  a  thousand  Rajahs?  Impoasibie. 
From  the  ant  thou  mayest  learn  industry ; 
from  the  dog  tho«i  inayest  be  mstructed 
in  faithfulness :  the  horse  may  teach  thee 
diligence,  and  t^  elephant  instruct  thee  in 
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putttttfi^  mag^Bfumity,  and  wisdoiti ;  but 
tapttit  not  £tma  Europeans  to  attain  the 
Jcnowledge  of  dny  virtue.  Hour  shoald 
they  jbe  leip^rbed  thslt  are  but  of  yesterday? 
Their  renliotest  annals  extend  buli  to  the 
triflj^  period  of  a  f6w  tbcmsaaid  yeBTs. 
While  enlightened^  €lnd  ihstructed  in  tnyi^ 
tety^  W0  caq  trace  the  hirtory  of  reirolving 
iigka  thimigh  the  atnaaihg  period  of  the 
fourJoguesi 

I  Mft  »o*,  howeFer,  sim'prised  that  you 
shpuM  be  the  dii|>e  of  their  enehantment^. 
I  jkiloiir  how  fiik*  tfae;^yil  genii  have  assisted 
them  tn  th^t  ^rt :  of  their  proficiency  in  it 
I  had  myself  a  my  convincing  pr<K)f. 

;  .  '  .  ' 

.  t 

Wfatn  the  £Bgliah  Saib,  to  iyhom  Rbrsha 
fiedwan  wab  Meunshi,  libode  at  Agra,  h^ 
tool^  pkaadrd  in  astoni$hing  those  who 
urgent  t^  visit  him,  with  a  display  of  hia 
Wagieal  skill.  Among  several  other  tricks,^ 
he  made  the  whole  company,,  consisting  of 
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more  than  twenty  persons,  hqf.  holdof  ea^h 
other's,  hands, :  and  form  a  cin^le,  and;  then 
by  turning  the  handle  of  a  little  instmment^ 
coinposed  only ;  df .  metal  and.glas^  bnt 
iKUch,  I  ^suppose,  mnst  have  coirtained  the 
evil  4spiiiits  obedient  ta  his  eoramsa^;  be 
aU  at  ohte  caused  such  a  sensatiodt  to.jpass 
through,  the  arms  of  the.  company^asi  if  a 
s^udden  stroke  Imd. broken  the  bojtie,  whids 
was  not,  however,  on  examination^^  Coim^ 
to  be  in  the  least  injured.  As  all  felt  it  pre- 
cisely at  the  same  moment,  it  wais  itQpos- 
srble  that  he  could  ha^e  touched  each  <if  u» 
and  therefore  it  is  evident  that  it  could  b* 
nothing  but  magic  that  could  produce  so 
extraordinary  an  effect.  At  another  tinier 
he  shut  out  the  piercing  light  of  day, 
which  has  always  been  un&vourable  to 
such  practices^,  and  made:  vs  behold  armiei 
of  men,  and  elephants,  and  horses,  ptt8# 
before  us'  on  the  wall.  When  they  disap* 
peared,  they  were  succeeded  by  a  raging 
sea,  vomiting  fire,  and  foaming  with  all 
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the  appesmuit^e  of  a  tremendous  storm. 
Ships  rolled  upon  the  bosom  of  the  deep ; 
and  men,  who  appeared  wild  with  distress^ 
and  panting  in  the  agony  of  terror,  were 
exerting  themsdves  to  save  their  lives, 
and' preserve  their  ships  from  the  pointed 
rocks  whidi  environed  them.  This  sight 
0f  horror  drew  tears;  fmm  cnn  eyes ;  and 
we  burst  into  exclamations  of  sorrow* 
When  lo!  in  a  moment,  the  sun  being 
admitted  into ;  the :  apartment^  the  scene 
vanished,  and  we  saw  -  nothing  but  the 
hangings  which  formerly  adorned  the 
wall. 

Would  the  son  of  Coashhind  forsake  the 
land  of  his  fathers,  and  wander  to  regions 
^hich  the  glorious  luminary,  of  heaven 
scarcely  deigns-  to  irradiate  with  his  golden 
beams,  to  learn  tricks  like  these  ?  Surely 
there  are  jugglers  enough  in  Hindoostan, 
who  would,  for  a  small  reward,  instruct  him 
in  the  mysteries  of  the  magic  art;  and  as 
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the  deirite  jAey  employ  are  lof  opiir  oi^ 
coimtry,  they  mmt.be  of  ^  kab  ^nik;jig|tf 
nature  thm  those  of  stnmgerA* 
.'  .       .  .  ■  .1 

/  So  far  from  being  guided  ky  wis^onii  tibis 
laKTs  by  which  these  people  aret  govfrned 
iure  abominabk  and  absurd :  .which  I  shaU 
dfiinoBstcate  to  yoti  by  the  foHowing  £ict% 
of  which  I  WEB  myBelf  aa  eye  witness, 
during  nay  short  abode  at  theit*  caiti|i. 
Like  yoii^  I  had  "Sitffered  my  mind  to  be 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  a  peopje  whoM 
conduct  had  been  so  fairourable  to  out 
nation.  The  order  and  regularity  which 
prevailed  among  them,  impressed  me  at 
first  with  the  highest  idea  of  their  virtue 
ami  wisdom^  I  had  as  yet  seen  no  appear*' 
ance  of  any  religious  ccc^nony  atnbng 
them,  when^  on  the  thkd  6^y  after  wy 
arrival,  my  attention  was  attracted  by  a 
processiofn,  which  I  immediately  supposed 
to  be  in  honour  of  their  Dewtah*  Curious 
to  behold  tHe  iiature  of  their  ceremonies 
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upon  ^s  accasiom,  I  feiiowed  the  pro- 
oessicA,  at  trliith  part  of  the  camp  assist* 
ed.  When  lo  !  to  mj  equal  lurprise  and 
homcMv  I  beh^U  one  poor  soldier  stripped; 
tied  up,  and  ialmoiC  lacerated  to  death;  a 
thousand  lashes  being  inflicted  upon  his 
naked  sboolde/s.  Tl^t  doe  of  their  priests 
should  have  undergone  all  this  invoinn^ 
tary  penance,  vouki  not  have  surprised 
me.  We  every  dty  see  mstances  of  greater 
sufferings  than  this,  inflicted  by  cur  Fa* 
keen  upon  their  omtb  bodies.  Bist  I  couid 
not  forbear  astotnisfaixient,  when  informed, 
that  thas  cruei  ceremony  was  performed  as 
a  punishment  upon  a  soldier,  for  the  tri^ 
ling  crime  of  purlkiining  a  few  rupees  from 
one  of  his  officers.  Doubtless,  thmight  I, 
the  monds  of  the  people  must  be  very  pure, 
in  whose  eyes  so  small  an  cfifence  oan  seem 
worthy  of  so  great  a  punishment. 

While  I  yet  ruminated  upon  the  scen^ 
whkh  I  had"  witnessed,  I  was  called  to 
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tke  tent  of  an  officer,  who  had,  ever  sicKje 
my  arrival  at  the  camp,  treated  mc  ivitb 
great  kindness.  I  had  not  long  conversed 
with  him,  (for  he  spoke  very  gdod  Mhors) 
when  several  of  his  brother  officers  cknie 
to;  visit  him.  They  cdnversed  ;in  their 
own  language,  and  appeared,  from  the  fre- 
quent Bursts  of  laughter  which  escaped 
them,  to  have  entered  upon  a  very  plea- 
sant topic.  I  was  unwilling  to  lose  the 
knowledge  6f  a  discourse,  which  seemed 
to  produce.'so  much  mirth  ;*  and  applied  to 
my  interpreter  for  information.  He  told 
me  the 'subject  of  their  merriment,  was 
the.  dishonour  of  one  of  their  own  cbuntry-r 
men^  a  Chief  of  rank  and  eminence,  wbosis 
wife  had  suffered  the  torch  of  her  virtue 
to  bje .  extinguished,  by  the  vile  breath  of 
a  seducer.  How  great,  cried  I,  must  be 
the  torture  awaiting  the  wretch  who  could 
be  guilty  of  so  great  a  crime  ?  If  the  poor 
pilferer  of  a  few  rupees  was  doomed  to  suffer 
so  severely  what  must  the  man  undergo, 
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who  could  basely  contaminate  the  bed  of 
his  friend,  rob  him  of  his  honour,  and  des-* 
troy  his  peace  ?  If  the  weight  of  the  pu- 
nishment keeps  pace  with  the  gradation  in 
atrocity,  imagination  can  hardly  paint  to 
itself  any  thing  so  dreadful  as  the  suffer- 
ings  to  which  this  wretch'  must  be  con* 
demned.  This  observation,  repeated  by 
my  Mounshi,  redoubled  the  mirth  of  the 
company ;  and  I  heard,  with  astonishment, 
that  the  dishonour  of  ope  of  these  iUus- 
tfious  Europeans  was  to  be  compensated; 
not  by  the  punishment  of  the  aggressor/ 
not  by  the  sacrifice  of  hiis  life,  and  the 

r 

degradation  of  his  family,  but  by  a  sum  of 
money !  Can  virtue  subsist  among  a  peo- 
ple, who  set  a  greater  value  upon  a  few 
piecfrs  of  silver,  than  upon  their  honour  ?  - 

.  This  circumatance  did  not  fail  to  destroy 
the  impression  I  had  received  in  favour  of 
these  people.  But  I  should,  perhaps,  have 
remained  some  time  longer  among^j^eiPi  1»4 
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I  not  beheld  a  dised  bq^  horriUe^^  as  filkd  my 
Mill  with  indignatifoit  aad  disgusts  Ye^ 
my  misguided  fneod^  I  ^^"^  these  heFcies^ 
whom  you  falsely  imagine  so  pme,,  so 
htrmleas,  so  full  of  piety  aad  beaevoleciee^ 
I  saw  them — my  heart  shudders^  and  my 
Imid  tftmbles  while  I  relate  it,  I  saw  them 
devour,  with  looks  thsit  betokened  the 
!Di06t  savage  satisfection,  the  sacred  off* 
sfirkig  of  a  spotted  cow.  Yea,  ZaarakiUay 
this  uahappy  calf,,  for  whom  a  tbousaad 
SOII&  of  Brahma  would  hskye  risked  th^i 
linres,.  was  slain  at  the  ccwmmflndi  of  these 
inhuman  Europeans,  and  devoured  bjr 
themy  witfacwk  one  pang  of  remorse! 

Does  not  nature  itself  revcritt  at  such  an 
actH.?  And,  had  any  .pari,  cf  religions 
knowledge  enlightened  their  minds,  would 
they  not  hare  perceived^  that  the  calf  they 
slew  wBSy  if  not  so  leaimed,  at  least  more 
pious,  and  more  uneontatninated  by  the 
€orrupti||p  of  impure  ideas,  than  tbe8»* 


fist 


arivea?  TeH  me  no  move  of  theirirtue  of 
^ndi  uMtk.  AqcI  no  more^  I  conjuTe  thte^ 
tUuk  of  mctmrhig  the  wmkb  of  MsJkadao^ 
hf  dtishpnoiurmg  the  Cast^  amdi  fcnrfiBiti]^ 
ite  sublime  pitvikgei,  ^^t  the  instigalian 
of  a  curioittty^  whiah  has  doiibtlpis.  been 
kmdled  in  %hj  mind,  by  tbe  powerfiil 
chattnt  of  ratgical  mGantetionjs.  Tfaeao 
fllwUs  wqnld  probably  hiiire  failed  in  their 
effect,  hadrt  tbon  BOt  incurred  the  di$piea« 
swe  of  the  Dewtab,  by  neglecting  to  per« 
form  tftte  duty  to  which  ereiy  Hindoo  it 
hound  'y  the  itdaipenaible  duty  of  marrkge. 
four  yeaitj  have  eliqiied  aincc;^  m  obedienoe 
to  tbe  commaod  of  my  fathev,  I  married 
the  daughter  oS  the  reverend  GopauL  Sho 
WB.  ill^&vonccd^  a»d.  of  a.  bad  temper: 
80  that)  being  disgusted  wiih  her  pee¥idhH 
1W88,  and:  fitil:!  man  wtth  tbe  pliaaneaM  of 
her  couattenaoce^  (for  in  a  beautiful  ivoman 

suny  ersoit  may  be  forgireaX  I  partad 
with  her  some  months^  ainee,  andipiesentmg 
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hor  with  her  ayamm  sbadee,  sent  her  back  to 
the  house  of  her  father.  I  will,  therefore, 
with  great  pleasure,  acciept  of  your  sister 
formy  wife.  With  tUs  intention,  I  some 
time  ago  inquired  after  her  disposition^ 
and  hear4  that  she  was  beautiful,  and  good 
teinpered ;  which  is  the  utmoiit  perfection 
in  women.  To  what  purpose  should  they 
have  judgment  or  understanding  ?  were 
they  not  made  subservient  to  the  will  of 
man?  If  they  are  docile,  and  reserved, 
witli  enough  of  judgment  to  teach  them 
to  adorn  their  persons,  and  wear  their 
jewels  with  propriety,  and  never  presuming 
to  have  a  will  df  their  own,  follow  im'pli*^ 
citly  the  direction  of  their  husbands,  study^ 
mg  his  temper,  and  accommodating  them?* 
selves  to  his  humour,  it  is  all  thai  can  be 
wished  for.  As  to  all  that  you  say  of  the 
cultivation  of  their  understandings,  I  can 
only  look  upon  it  as  the  ravings  of  a  dis* 
tempered  imagination. 
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.  3ad'  as  iny  opimon.  is  of  t^<»te  £ngHsli 
.Cfarisitians,:!  caooot  possiUy  iaagiae  them 
to  be  so  absurd  as  to  give  learning  to 
•their  :wQniw.  Allowing  it  |)>(>astble  (i^hich 
I  am  r very  far  ffom:  alio wiag)^  ithat  thiese 
creattifes^  wbolsQ  ^olie  delight  is  finery,  who 
fWerie  bom  tp  amuse^  to  pji^ase^'  aJbd  tx>^con«- 
tidue  \kfi^  race  of.  man,  -should  <  be :  capsule 
of  en tertQg  tlve  rsaoned.  {)Qvch ;  iwhibh  l^Eids 
to  the  t^nple  of.  knowledge,  >  what  wpuld 
be  the  consequence  of  tbe&r  beii^g  admitted 
to  it?  wouhl;tb&ir'8^ps.  be  steady  enough 
to  conduct  them  through. th^Jabytinths  of 
that  awful  fane  !^  No.  Contenting  them* 
selves  with  the  first  tinsel  otoanient  that 
caught  their  eyes>  they  would  come  out  at 
the  first  (^nin^  of  vanity ;  and,  having 
vade  a  deposit  of  their  gmitleness  and  hu^ 
mility,  would  iclothe  themsellves  wi%  the 
#obes  of  arrogaSnce,  and  rest  dauntless  upon 
ft?  hollow  rpe4  of  seif+conceit  Such  arc 
the  consequences  that  would  result^  from 
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the  j^olisfa .  attempt,  of  teachuig  women 
more  than  native  designed  them  to  know. 


|.      ;•        ..'^      , 


Let  ZaarmiUa^  therefore,  hearken  to  the 
Tc^ce  of  reason  ^^bd^  ett'th^  satM  time 
that  he  gives  hi$  sister  to  be  the' Wife  of 
his  fneitd/  let  him  accent  for  hi6  ipouiie 
the  sister  of  Maandaara.  Without  being 
]5trictl3r  heantiiPul,  her  countenance' is  pleas- 
ing :  a  mole  of  extreme  beauty  js  ^ateid  on 
Irer  cheek  j  and  her  eyes  sparkle  like  thfe 
gems  of  Golconda:     She  has  been  taught 
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humility  aiid  obedience,  and  has  never 
conversed  with  any  man,  except  her  father 
and  her  brother.  I  know  so  well  the  te#- 
demess  and  extreme  icnity  of  thy  diBpo^ 
sition,  that  it  is  necessaty  to  caution!  thee 
against  extreme  indulgence,  and  to  pUt 
thee  in  mind  of  the  woriJs  of  the  sacred 
Shastra,*  which  sayeth,  "  that  a  man  both 
day  and  night  must  keep  his  wife  so  mudh 
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*  See  Halhed's  Translatfon  of  the  Gentoo  LtW9« 
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m  subjection!  that :  she:  by  no  means  be 

mistress  of  her  own  actions,     If  :  »bie:  bwrte 

*• 

her  own  free  will,  notwithstanding  her 
having  sprung  fr6m  a.supefietr  CasI,  ^she 
will  nevertheless  act  amiss/' 

If  thou  art  inclined  to  dismiss  .the  spirit 
of  delusion,  and  listen  to  the  voice  of  thy 
friend,  I  will  meet  thee,  not  at  Ferroch- 
abad,  but  at  Rampore;  as,  through  the 
interest  of  certain  friends,  I  have  some 
hopes  given  me  that  Fyzoola  Khan  ^may 
look  upon  me  with  the  eye  of  kindness, 
and  probably  restore  me  to  the  possession 
of  my  fathers.  I  have  just  received  intel- 
ligence of  the  arrival  of  Sheermaal  from 
England ;  whither  he  was  induced  to  ac- 
company the  great  man  to  whose  service 
he  had  lent  the  assistance  of  his  abilities ; 
and  from  him  I  make  no  doubt  of  receiv- 
ing  such  information  respecting  the  coun- 
try he  has  seen,  as  will  satisfy  thy  mind. 
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and' restore  thee  to  the  rigbt  use.of  tky 
understanding. 

Wthat  can  I  say  more? 


.  i ' 


75 


LETTER  III. 

# 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

The  powerful  influence  of  the  Gaitterie,* 
which  I  have  employed  some  expert  and 
holy  persons  to  use,  in  order  to  dispos- 
sess thy  mind  from  the  influence  of  the 
magic  of  the  Christians,  will,  I  hope,  be 
aided  in  their  operation  by  the  following 
account  of  the  observations  of  Sheermaal, 
during  his  abode  in  England* 

If,  then,  Zaarmilla  has  any  value  for  the 
peace  of  Maandaara,  he  will  instantly  quit 
the  wild  and  fantastic  project  of  seeking 

*  A  Geatoo  incantation. 
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for  truth  in  the  regions  of  darkness ;  and, 
remaining  in  the  land  of  his  fathers,  receive 
the  gifts  of  happiness  into  the  bosom  of 
content. 

m  J  m 

Let  thine  ears  now  listen  to  the  words 
of  Sheermaal;  and  from  his  experience  be 
thou  contented  to  receive  the  fruits  of 
wisdom. 


t         • 
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LETTER  IV, 


7%e  Bramin  SheaermaaJ,  to  Kisheen  Neeay 

Maandaara. 

The  letter  of  the .  noble  and  illustrious 
Rajah)  I  have  read  with  the  moat  profound 
respect ;  and,  at  thy  reque3t,.  shall  hapten 
to.  remove  from  his  eyes  the  film  of  preju- 
dice, and  to  convince  him  that  the  opi- 
nions, he  has  conceived,  concerning  the 
Christians  of  England,  are.  altogether  false 
and  erroneous.  I  do  not  wonder,  that  the 
enlightened  mind  of  the  noble  Rajah  ishould 
have  conceived  a  predilection  in  favour  ,of 
a  people,  who  seem  destined  to  make  so 
conspicuous  a  figure  in  the  annals  of  Asia. 
As  a  race  of  brave  and  daring  mortals, 
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chosen  by  Vceshnu  to  curb  the  fury  of 
destructive  tyranny,  to  blunt  the  sword  of 
the  destroyer,  and  break  the  galling  fet- 
ters of  the  oppressed,  I,  and  every  Hindoo, 
must  unite  with  him  in  pronouncing  their 
eulogium :  but  as  to  the  principles  which 
actuate  their  conduct,  their  religion,  their 
laws,  and  their  manners,  the  mind  of  thd 
noble  Rajah  has  been  immersed  in  error, 

The  learned  Pundit,  whose  fkme  haft  ex- 
tended from  the  walls  of  Lucknoo  to  the 
l>anks  of  Baramppoter,  *  had  sufjiciently 
opened  my  understanding.  It  became 
evident,'  that  whatever. was  in  any  degree 
excellent  or  admirable,  throughout  the 
Bobor  Logue,f  was  an  emanation  ftom  the 
shadbw  of  wisdom,  a  ray  of  light  obliquely 

*        •  t 

'^  The  Translator  must  acknowledge,  that  the  fame, 
of  this  learned  Pundit  has  not  reached  so  far  as  t« 
acquaint  her  with  his  name. 

t  Habitable  world. 
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darting^  from  the  sacred  volume  which 
issued  from  the  chambers  ^  of  the  deep.* 
To' ascertain  the  certainty  of  this,  truth,  I 
determined  to  visit  the  remotest  comer  of 
the  habitable  world,  and  in  the  bosom, of 
experience  I  have  found  the  expected  con* 
viction-t 

Let  not  the  ^  noble  Rajah  be  deceived. 
Let  him  not  vainly  imagine,  the  Christians 
to  foe  in '  possession  of  such  an  invaluable 
treasure  as  the.  Shaster  he  describes;  a 

*  TIm  VedaSy  ot  Hindoo  Scriptures,  said  in  their 
^Uegoijcal  mythology  to  have  been  recovered  from  the 
sea,  b^  the  God  Veeshnft,  in  the  form  of  a  fish ;  who, 
after  slaying  the  giant  Hayagriva,  tore  from  his  belly 
the  sacred  volumes  which  he  had  profanely  swallowed, 
returned  with  them  in  triumph;  and  presented  them  to 
Brahma.  A  pripit  of  Veeshnfi  performmg  this  ceremony 
is  given  in  the  second  volume  of  Maurice's  Indian  Anti- 
quities. 

t  The  meaning  of  the  Bramin  is  rather  obscure ;  it  is, 
however,  sufficiently  obvious  to  establish  his  character 
^  a  systematic  traveller. 
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Sbaster  iMromulgating  the  ^orious  hopes  9i 
immortality  ;  calculajted  to .  produce  thf 
universal  reign  of  peace  and  jui^ce,  the 
exercise  of  the  purest  benevolence,  an4 
the  most  perfect  virtue :  Let  not  the  Rajah 
think,  that  the  knowledge  of  such  a  book 
as  this  exists  among  Christians.  If  it  did, 
is  it  possible,  that  in  the  ten  years  in 
which  I  have  intimately,  conversed  with 
Christians  of  all  ranks  and  orders :  milir 
tary  commanders,  chiefs  invested  wii^  the 
powers  of  civil  authority,  and  men  who 
made  the  study  of  literature  their  employ- 
ment and  delight ;  is  it  possible,  I  say,  that 
I  should  never  once  have  heard  of  such  a 
book  ?  Let  the  noble  Rajah  be  the  judge. 

That  a  book  of  ancient  origin,  vulgarly 
called  the  Bible,  was  once  known  to  the 
English,  I  have  had  certain  information; 
but  that  it  is  far  from  containing  doctrines 
of  such  a  nature  as  the  Rajah  has  announced 
is  evident:  as  the  i^rst  proof  of  wisdom 


which;a  young  man  gives  to  the  worldy 
upon  his  issaing  from  the  schools,  is  to 
s^eak  of  it  with  a  becoming  degree  of  con- 
tempt.    Indeed,  to  extirpate  from  socie^ 
all  regard  Ibr  the  pernicious  doctrines  it 
coBtains,'  has  long  been  the  primary  object 
of  attention  to  the  enlightened  philoso- 
phera  of  Europe.     How  much  the  book  is 
detested  by  these  B^;e  philosophers,  may 
easily  ^K.  inferred,  when  I  declare,  that  of 
t3ie  many  philosophers  I  have  met  with^ 
who  :had.  most    vehemently  spoken   and 
not  one  had  contami- 
deigning  to  examine  its 
these  great  men,  a  pro- 
story,  has  given  to  the 
■e  voluminous  than  the 
brilliant  than  the  odes 
of  Sancha,  undertaken,  and  accomplished, 
as  I  was  well  asstired,  with  the  benevolent 
purpose  of  convincing  his  countrymen  of 
the  superiority  of  th^  Mahommedan  to  Uie 
Christian  faith.     Whether  these  enlightr 


<ned  men  will  ever  really  succeed  in  their 
intention  of  establishing  the  religion  of 
Mahomet  in  England,  ij^  however,  in  my 
ofinion,  rather  doubtful. 

However  alluring  the  doctrine  of  polyga- 
my.and  the  view  of  the  Mahonunedan  para- 
dise, may  be  to  men  of  taste  and  sentiment, 
there .  are  some  obstacles  which,  I  appre-^ 
hend,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people, 
-be  .insurmountable.     The  chief  of  these  I 
take  to  be  the  prohibition  of  wine,'  the 
strict  fast  of  Ramozin,  ai 
injunctions*  concerning 
slaves,  .which  are  so  mi 
that,  the  Christians  of  I 
concerned  in  the  traffic 
creatures  (and  who  form  s 
table  part  of  the  community)  would  nev*r 
be  brought  to  submit  iSHts  authority. 

■  See  Sale's  Koran,  and  Hamilton^  tramlation  of  the 
Hedeya. 
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^rom  the  '■  delusive .  opinion  entertained 
in  the  sublime  mind  of  the  Rajah,  of  the 
religion  of  the  Christians,  he  will,  no 
4oubt, .  be  inclined  to  imagine,  tliat  their 
j)hilanthropy  embraces  the  wide  circle  of 
the  human  >  race.  '  How  £sur  the  rule  of 
"  doing  to  others^  as  they  would  be  done 
by,  in. the  like  case,''  actuates  the  Christians 
of  Englandi,  may  be  learned  from  the  fol^ 
lowing  history  of  my  voyage. 

.  As  I  attended  the  family  6{  a  great  man^ 
I  had  the  advantage  of  being  accommo-^ 
dated  on  board  one.  of  their  ships  of  war, 
a  hugt  edific^  whose  sides  were  clothed 
with  thunder.  This;  mighty  fabric  con* 
tained  near  sev^n  ^hundred  people,  govern- 
ed by  a  few  Chiefs,  whose  commands  were 
obeyed  with  the  iquickness  of  the  light* 
ning's  glance,  and  the  frown  of  whose  dis* 
pleasure  was  followed  by  the  severity  of 
punishment.  .We  had  made  two-thirds  of 
our  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Britain,  when 
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ia  ship  appeared  at  a  distance^  MThich  .our 
tskilfiil  manners  soon  perceived*. to 'be  in 
distress.  I  had  so  often  witnessed: what  I 
thought  to  be  the  exercise* of  crtielty  idui^ 
log  my  abode  in  this  sea-borne  : for tresi^ 
that  I  did  not  expect  die  dtstrossies'  df 
people,  whom  they  had  never  seeny  wquM 
excite  much  of  their  compassion.  /Ih 
this,  however,  I  was  mi^takeiEu  'To  lAy 
astonishment,  every  effort  wafe  instantly 
made  to  afford  relief  to  these  strangers; 
and  I  beheld  the  toil-strengthened  nef'ves 
of  these  lions  of  the  ocean  strained,  by 
the  most  vigorous  exertions,  to  save  the 
almost  sinking  vessel.  At  length,  the 
object  of  their  labours  was. effected;  .and 
they,  who  had  been  so  zealous  to  save^ 
HOW  appeared  perfectly  indifferent  to 'the 
expressions  of  gratitude  and  admiratioii; 
which  were  poured  out  by  the  people 
whom  they  had  so  gallantly  delivered  from 
the  jaws  of  destruction^  Our  carpenter 
was  employed  to  repair  the  breaches  in  the 
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unfortunate  vesse) ;  and,  as  the  weather 
was  now  cafan,  curiosity  led  the  principal 
people  of  our  company  to  visit  the  ship  of 
the  strangers.  I  was  among  the  number. 
But  Oh !  that  I  could  obliterate  from  my 
hiind  iixQ  memory  of  a  sbeue,  the  horrors 
of  whidi  no  pen  ban  describe,  no  tongue 
can*^  utter/  no  imagination  conceive.  It 
was  an  English  Vessel,  which  had  been  oA 
at  rivoyage  to  the  cosust  of  Africa,  from 
whence  it  was  now;  proceeding  to  the 
British  settlements  in  the  West  Indies; 
witii  a  catrgo,  not  of  silver  and  gold,  not 
of  costly  spices  and  rich  perfumes,  but  of 
some  hundreds  of- the  most  wretched  of 
tihie  human  race ;  'a  cargo  6f  slaves  !,  These 
miserable  beings  were?  here  hiddled  toge- 
ther ija  the  squalid  cells  of  a  movihg  dun- 
geon;' Their  unt^oiith  screams,' their  dis- 
mal groans^  their  countenances,  on  which 
were  alternately  depicted  the  images  of 
fiiry,  terror,  jand  despair,  the  clanking  of 
tiheir  chains,  and  the  savage  looks  of  the 
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white  barbarians  who:  comiBanded  tUtm^  \ 
exhibited  such  a  scene  as  mocks  .descrip- 
tion* 

Surely,  the  magnanimous  lUjah.  witl 
not  imagine,  that  the  \  perpetrators  :  of 
this  cruelty  could  be  the  professors  of  a 
religion  of  mercy.  No.  Had- a  ray  of 
knowledge  enlightened  their  uaderstamjjk 
ings,  through  the  tawny  hue,  of  the  to- 
lettered  savage,  they  would  have  riecog- 
ntzedthe  emanation  of  the  creating  Spirit; 
they  would  have  perceived .  the  kindrisd 
mind,  which,  in  its  progresi^ive  course 
through  the  stages  of  Varied  being,  might 
on^'  day  inhabit  the  bodies^  of  their  own 
offspring.  For  my  part,  when  I  contem- 
plated the  scene  befoi^e  me,  I  anticipated^ 
in  imagination,  the  few  swiftly  rosUing 
years^  which  might  change  the  abode  of 
the  souls  of  these  tyrant  whites  into  the 
frames  of  woe-destined  negroes ;  while 
the  present  victims  of  thdr  cruelty  wouldi 
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in  t^ir  turns,  become  the  masters,  and, 
seizing  the  scorpion  whip  of  oppression, 
retaliate  their  present  sufferings  with  all 
the^  bitterness  of  revenge.  But,  alas !  the 
divine  doctrine  of  retribution  is  unknown 
to  these  Christians.  No  dread  of  after 
punishment  restrains  the  remorseless  hand 
of  cruelty ;  no  apprehension  of  the  ven- 
geance of  an  offended  Deity,  diverts  them 
from  the  greedy  pursuits  of  avarice,  or  dis- 
turbs the  enjoyments  of  luxury.  F^r  let 
it  not  stagger  your  faith  in  my  veracity, 
when  I  inform  you^  that  all  this  aggregate 
of  human  misery  is  incurred,  in  order  to 
procure  a  luxurious  repast  to  the  pampered 
appetites  of  these  voluptuaries,  and  that 
the  unhappy  negroes  are  torn  from  their 
coimtry,  their  friends  and  families,  for  no 
other  purpose,  but  to  cultivate  the  sugar- 
cane; a  work  of  which  the  lazy  Euro- 
peans are  themselves  incapable. 

VOL.  J.  K 
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IVhcn  I  mention  the  slaves  of  Chria* 
tians,  let  not  your  imagination  turn  to  the 
lK>ndsmen  pf  Asia;,  as  if  their  situations 
were  parallel.  No.  By  the  mild  laws  of 
OUT  Shaster,  and  even  by  the  less  benevo** 
tent  institutions  of  Mahommed,  slaves  are 
considered  as  people  who,  having  bartered 
their  liberty  for  protection,  are  entitled  to 
the  strictest  justice^  lenity,  and  indul^ 
gcnce.  They  are  always  treated  with 
kindness,  and  are  most  frequently  the 
friends  and  confidants  of  their  masters. 
But  with  these  white  savages,  these  mer- 
ciless Christians,  they  are  doomed  to.  suffer 
all  that  cruelty,  instigated  by  avarice,  and 
intoxicated  by  power,  can  inflict.  Ah! 
beloved  Hindostan !  happy  country !  para^ 
dise  of  regions!  the  plant  which  in  the 
tiuns* Atlantic  islands  is  fattened  with  the 
blood  of  the  wretched,  with  thee  raises 
its  blooming  head,  a  voluntary  offering  to 
thy  pure  and  innocent  children.  That 
luscious   cane,   which  the  inhabitants  of 


Burope  purchase  by  the  euormous  mass  of 
mbfiry,  is  on  thie  banks  of  the  Gariga,  the 
exchidive  property  of  the  laughing  Deity, 
tJie  heart^piercing  Cama :  with  it  the  son 
of  Maya  forms  the  bow,  from  which  his 
flowery  shafts  are  thrown  at  the  sons  of 
men  ;''^  with  it  the  blameless  hermit  ap*- 
proaches  the  altars  of  the  rural  Gods;  and 
from  it  the  simple  repasts  of  the  favoured 
of  Vecshnu  receive  their  highest  relish. 

But  my  observations  on  the  religion  of 
the  people  of  England  stop  not  here.  To 
obtain  complete  inlEbrmation  upon  this 
subject,  was  the  object  I  kept  perpetually 
m  my  view.  And  I  hope  it  is  known  to 
the  Rajah,  that  a  Bramin  of  my  character 
is  not  easily  to  be  deceived;  The  custom 
of  dedicating  the  seventh  day  to  acts  of 
piety  and  devotion,  is  mentioned  by  the 
Rajah  as  an  institution,  admirably  calcu- 

*  See  Ifae  Inftrodtictioo. 
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lated  for  keeping  up  the  spirit  of  a  reli- 
gion, which  was  intended  for  the  purifica^- 
tion  of  the  heart,  and  of  which  the  duties 
of  penitence  and  self-examination  formed 
constituent  parts.  Alas !  how  grossly  has  • 
his  simplicity  been  imposed  upon.  It  is 
indeed  observed  as  a  holiday  by  the  lower 
Casts,  and  spent  by  some  of  the  indus- 
trious orders  of  mechanics  in  the  innocent 
amusement  of  walking  in  the  fields^  ac- 
companied by  their  wives  and  children. 
By  those  of  less  sober  manneJrs,  it  is  em- 
ployed in  the  indulgence  of  gluttony,  and 
the  most  depraved  intemperaince.  By  the 
higher  Casts,  it  is  altogether  unobserved, 
except  as  a  day  particularly  propitious  to 
the  purpose  of  travelling.  A  select  num- 
ber, from  all  the  different  Casts,  occasion- 
ally amuse  themselves  by  attending,  for 
an  hour  or  two,  on  the  njomings  of  that 
day,  at  certain  large  buildings,  called 
Churches ;  a  practice  which  they,  doubt- 
less, continue  in  conformity  to  some  an- 
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cient  custom,  the  origin  of  which  is  now 
forgotten,  though  the  practice  continues 
to  be  partially  dbserved.  Curiosity  once 
led  me  into  one  of  these  churches,  where 
a  young  man  dressed  in  white  began  the 
performance  of  the  ceremony.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  carelessness  of  his  manner,  I 
should  have  been  tempted  to  believe  that 
he  was  engaged  in  dfering  prayers  to  the 
Deity ;  and,  so  far  as  the  extreme  rapidity 
of  his  utterance  would  permit  me  to  judge, 
some  things  he  said  so  plainly  alluded  to  a 
future  state  of  existence,  that  one,  less 
truly  informed  than  I  was,  might  have 
been  led  into  a  belief  that  some  such  no^ 
tions  had  actually  been  entertained  among 
them*  The  ceremonies  of  this  day  were 
concluded  by  an  elderly  priest,  in  a  black 
robe,  who  read,  in  a  languid  and  monoto- 
nous tone,  from  a  small  book,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  a  sort  of  exhortation ; 
the  truths  contained   in   which,,  seemecji 


equally  indifferent  to  himself,  and  td  his 
audience./  -Nor  did.  the  little  ^ attention 
that > was  paid  to  his.xiiscexurse  seem  tagiv4 
him  any  oflfence,  or  to  impel  hiln  to  speak 
in  a  more  energetic  manner;,  though 
it  probably  hastened .  his  conclusion ;  at 
which  he  had  no  sooner  arrived,  than  tbi 
countenances  of  his  auditors  :brightened) 
and  they  congratulated  bne  another  on 
their  being  emancipated  from  the  fatigue 
of  this  tin^some  ceremony* 

Had  I  never  penetrated  farther  into  th^ 
character  of  these  GhristianSj  I  should 
have  considered  them  as  beings  altogether 
incapable  of  a  serious  and  prdfound  atten^ 
tion  to  the  performance  of  any  religi^tos 
duty ;  but  a  deeper  investigation  convince 
ed  me  of  the .  contrary,  ^d  that  in  the 
performance  of  such  cenetnonies  as  they 
deemed  of  real  import ance^  these  triifling 
people  could  evince  a  degree  of  assiduity 


93 


and  peirs^Vieranpe,  that  would,  have  done 
l^BOur  t;o  a  Sa^e  a^jee.*. 

The  rite;j  to  which  I  allude  may,  ju  my 
€>pitnoB9  easily  be  braced  to  the  sacred 
i^stitutioi^  of  t^e  bf^loved  of  Brahma; 
%\ie  nation,  which  is  the.  pure  fountain  cf 

aU  human  wisdom. 

» 

To  the  intelligent  mind  of  the  noble 
Rajah,  it  is  well  known  how  our  great  an- 
cestors, imcomparable  in  wisdom,  ordained 
such  mystical  representations  of  the  su- 
perior intelligences,  as  it  is  not  lawful  for 
any  but  the  most  holy  and  learned  of  .the 
Bramins  to  explore. f  The  mqst  pious  of 
the  sacred  Cast,  after  purifying  themselves 

*  A  religious  recluse. 

t  We  are  now  in  possession  of  so  many  accurate 
engravings  and  minute  descriptions  of  the  extraordinary 
sculpture  which  decorates  the  temples  of  the  Hindoos, 
that  there  are  few  readers  to  whom  a  detail  of  them 
would  not  be  superfluous. 
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from  worldly  thoughts,  by  years  of  absti^ 
ncnce,  spent  in  the  silence  of  solemn 
groves,  are,  by  much  application,  and  un^ 
wearied  study,  enabled  to  perceive  the 
true  meaning  of  those  representations 
hewn  in  the  stupendous  rock,  or  carved  in 
the  lofty  walls  of  ancient  edifices,  which, 
to  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar,  appear  uncouth 
images  of  stone.  And  it  is  doubtless  from 
this  wise  example  of  our  ancient  Bramins, 
that  the  priests  of  all  religions  have  learn- 
ed the  art  of  concealing  the  feimplicity  of 
truth,  under  the  dark  and  impenetrable 
cloud  of  symbolical  mystery,  which  none 
but*  they  themselves  can  fully  explain. 
The  knowledge  of  the  vulgar  is  the  death 
of  zeal.  But  deep  is  the  reverence  of 
ignorance. 

It  was  not  then,  from  the  people  en- 
gaged in  the  rites  I  mention,  that  I  could 
expect  information  concerning  them :  but 
I  had  a  better  instructor  in  the  depth  of 
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my  own  sagacity,  which  soon  taught  me, 
that  the  object  of  their  most  serjous  devo^ 
tion  was  strictly  analogous  to  the  symbols 
of  our  Dewtah,  not  indeed  cut  in  the  solid 
rock  of  gloomy  caverns ;  not  hewn  on  the 
walls  of  sacred  temples;  but,  correspon- 
dent to  the  trifling  genius  of  these  silly 
people,  painted  upon  small  slips  of  stiff 
paper!  Neither  is  the  manner  in  which 
these  devotions  are  performed  exactly 
similar  to  ours.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
those  devotees  should  perform  the  seven 
ablutions ;  neither  do  they  rub  their  bodies 
with  earth;  neither  do  they  cover  their 
heads  with  cow-dung :  and,  instead  of  so* 
lemn  prostration  before  these  painted  ob- 
jects of  their  idolatiy,  they  take  them 
familiarly  into  their  hands,  and  toss  them 
one  after  another  upon  a  table  covered 
with  green  cloth ;  turn  them  up  and  down, 
sometimes  gazing  upon  them  with  momen- 
tary admiration,  as  they  lie  prostrate  on  the 
fniddle  of  the  table;   then  again,  seizing 
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them  with  holy  ardour,  they  turn  thera 

* 

hastily  upon  their  fac0s.  And  to  this  Poo- 
jah*  of  idolsj  teirmed  carps,  do.  the  m^pr 
part  of  the  people  devote  their  time ;  Sar 
crificing  every  enjoyment  of  life,  as  well 
as  every  domestic  duty,  to  the  performance 
of  this  singular  devotion. 

It  is  said,  that  it  is  incumbent  <m^  on  a 
^  professed  hermit  utterly  to  renounce  his 
passions,  and  worldly  pursuits ;  but  that  it 
is  sufficient  for  a  domestic  character  to  re- 
fraln  from  their  abuse.'  The  zeal  for  the 
Poojah  of  cards  inspires  a  more  exalted 
degree  of  self-denial :  I  have  known  it  lead 
ifcs  ardent  votaries  to  exclude  the  soul- 
enlivening  rays  of  the  golden  sun,  iu  the 
finest  evenings  of  their  short-lived  sum* 
mer;  and  while  the  nightingale  warbled 
its  tale  of  love  to  the  listening  rose,  and 

•  Worship. 
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all  the.  botoiUds  of  n^^ture  glowe4  around 
them^  I  have  beheld  them  turn  from, the 
temptation  .with  heroic  firmness,  au<}  plao 
ing  themselves,  at  the  altars  of  their  idols, 
ivmain  ittmtxveahly  fixed  in  that  devotion^ 
which  absorbed  the  powers  of  their  soul.. 

Xittle  as  I  am  inclined  to  coincide  with 
the  opinion  of  the  Rajah,  relative  to  the 
superiority  of  the  females  of  Europe  in 

■ 

any  other  particular,  I  must  confess,  that 
in  iheic  unwearied  assiduity  to  the  Poojah 
af  CJU*ds,  they  evince  a  degree  of  constancy 
scarcely  exceeded  by  a  pious  Yogce*  in 
the  act  of  penance. 

*  An  order  of  reljgkHis  reduseSp  rf  murkablf  for  the 
rigoroQs  performance  of  the  j^tuteoUal  diitieaf,  e$teemed 
by  the  Hindoos  so  essentially  necessary  toward  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  happiness  in  a  future  state.  The 
voluntary  penances  undertaken  by  these  pious  Yogees^ 
are  ffaeqaently  so  severe  as  to  excite  an  equal  degree  of 
astoni^Hneiit  and  horror. 
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The  languor,  so  visible  in  the  counter 
nances  of  the  people  assembled  in  the 
church,  was  never  to  be  observed  during 
the  performance  of  this  more  important 
ceremony.  Here,  even  the  very  Priest  lost 
the  apathy  which  had  there  so  strongly 
marked  his  countenance.  The  attention 
of  his  fellow  worshippers  was  no  longer  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  him.  His  zeal 
was  kindled  into  fexvor,  and  broke  forth 
into  the  severity  of  reproach  against  a 
female  who  sat  opposite  to  him,  for  exhi- 
biting some  transient  mark  of  negligence 
in  the  pefformance  of  the  duty  in  which 
she  was  now  engaged. 

Universally  as  the  Poojah  of  cards  is 
established  throughout  the  country,  it  has 
not,  in  the  remotest  provinces,  beei^  able 
entirely  to  supersede  another  species  of 
idolatry,  which  has  clearly,  and  indisputa- 
bly, been  borrowed  from  the  manners  of 
their  eastern  progenitors.    This  is  no  other 
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than  the  worship  of  certain  birds,  and  qua- 
drupeds, which  are  held  so  sacred  by  their 
worshippers,  that  the  preservation  of  their 
lives  occupies^  I  am  well  assured,  many 
volumes  of  their  laws,  and  has  employed 
the  chief  study  of  their  sapient  legisla- 
tors. I  should  have  wished  to  obtain 
much  information  upon  a  subject  so  curi- 
ous ;  but  all  that  I  could  learn,  was,  that 
the  provincial  Rajahs,  devoted  to  the  wor- 
ship of  these  animals,  are  mostly  sprung 
from  the  first  Cast.  (A  certain  proof  of 
their  Braminical  origin.)  They  despise  the 
vain  pursuit  of  literature ;  and,  conscious 
of  their  native  and  inherent  superiority, 
they  pique  themselves  upon  their  ignorance 
of  all  the  sciences  that  are  in  esteem  among 
the  lower  orders  of  men. 

From  such  exalted  personages  much  in- 
formation was  not  to  be  looked  for :  but 
a  circumstance  which  occurred  while  I 
journeyed  over  the  remote  parts  of  the 
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kingdom,  thjgy-ffltfl&cient  light  upon  the 
subject.      A' 

In  onie  particular,  however,  the  higher 
Casts  in  that  country  must  be  acknow- 
ledged  to  differ  widely  from  the  race  of 
Brahma. — They  are  deficient  in  hospitahty ! 
Never  did  I  see  the  doors  of  a  great  man 
open  to  receive  the  wearied  traveller :  the 
milk  of  his  cows  flows  not  into  the  stran* 
ger's  (dish.  Nay,  so  very  rude  and  inhos*- 
pitable  are  the  manners  of  the  people  of 
high  Cast,  that  once  upon  a  time,  when, 
being  overtaken  by  darkness  in  a  rainy 
evening,  I  attempted  to  procure  lodgings 
for  myself  and  my  attendant,  at  the  house 
of  one  of  these  provincial  Rajahs,  whid^ 
was  situate  near  the  road,  I  M'^as  not  only 
denied  admittance,  but  repulsed  with  the 
language  of  contempt,  and  necessitated  to 
continue  my  route,  in  a  dark  and  stormy 
evening,  till  the  sight  of  a  peasant's  hut 
cheered  my  heart  with  the  hope  of  shelter.. 
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I  was  ndt  disappointed ;  for  in  this  country 
the  spirit  of  hospitality  is  only  to  be  found 
beneath  a  roof  of  thatch.  The  decent 
matron,  who  nihabited  this  lowly  hut,  re- 
ceived me  with  looks  of  cordial  welcome. 
Five  blocmiing  children  surrounded  the 
blazing  fire,  whose  cheerful  light  was  re* 
fleeted  from  the  bright  utensils  that  adorn- 
ed the  white  washed  walls.  My  first  ap- 
peajrance  dismayed  the  little  train,  but 
some  candied  sweetmeats,  with  which  I 
presented  them,  quickly  reconciled  them 
to  my  complexion.  The  genii,  who  de- 
light to  revel  in  the  troubled  air,  howled 
around  this  humble  dwelling,  and  pouring 
the  dashing  torrent  from  the  black-bosom* 
ed  clouds  of  night,  they  heard  with  joy  the 
thunder's  roar,  while  nimbly  following  the 
lightning's  flash,  they  exulted  in  the  min- 
gled tempest.  The  pale  hue  of  terror  sat 
upon  the  matron's  cheek :  she  listened, 
with  anxiety  and  impatience,  for  the  voices 
of  her  husband  and  her  son,  who  were  not 
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yet  returned  from  the  labours  df  the  day : 
and  while  her  own  fear$  increased  with  the 
horrors  of  the  tempest,  she  employed  her* 
self  in  appeasing  those  of  the  infant  group^ 
who  clung  to  her,  demanding,  with  accents 
of  clamorous,  sorrow,  the  return  of  their 
father  and  their  brother. 

When  the  storm  a  little  abated  of  its 
violence,  the  little  creatures  ran  by  turns 
to  the  door,  eagerly  peeping^  into  the  dark 
abyss  of  night,  in  hopes  of  discovering 
their  approach.  The  anxious  mother  add- 
ed fuel  to  the  already  blazing  fire ;  again 
she  swept  the  unsoiled  hearth ;  and  again 
adjusted  the  chairs,  which  had  long  been 
placed  for  the  reception  of  the  supporters 
of  her  hope.  At  length,  the  well  known 
steps  were  heard;  every  heart  fluttered 
with  joy,  and  every  little  hand  was  stretch- 
ed  out,  eager  to  receive  the  paternal  and 
fraternal  embrace.     The  old  man  and  his 

son  were  for  some  time  occupied  in  re- 
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turning  the  caresses  of  their  family ;  which 
they  did  with  the  tenderness  of  affection : 
and  then  the  venerable  master  of  this  hum- 

« 

ble  abode  came  'forward,  to  welcome  me 
to  a  sh^re  of  the  comforts  it  aflforded.  He 
had  looked  at  me  earnestly*  for  some  time, 
when,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  he  ad* 
dressed  me  in  my  native  language.  The 
Mhors  he  spoke  was  but  indifferent,  but 
it  was  intelligible,  and  more  charming  to 
my  eats  than  the  music  of  the  seven  genii. 

In  order  to  account  for  what  appeared 
to  me  such  an  extraordinary  phenomenon, 
he  told  me  that,  ^  in  early  life,  he  had  been 
tempted,  by  the  God  of  Love,  to  win  the 
affections  of  a  damsel,  whose  beauty  had 
touched  the  heart  of  the  village  Lord. 
The  place  of  wife,  in  the  establishment  of 
this  great  man,  was  already  occupied  by 
the  daughter  of  a  neighbouring  Rajah; 
but  he  had  probably  been  convinced  by 
the  philosophers,  of  the  propriety  of  the 
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system  of  Mahommed;  and  thought  that 
the  damsel,  though  the  daughter  of  a  me* 
chanic,  would  be  no  unworthy  ornament 
of  his  zenana.  It  is  not  to  be  wcmdered 
at  that  he  should  be  filled  with  indignation 
at  the  presumption  of  the  young  peasant, 
who  dared  to  interfere  with  his  pleasures^ 
and  disappmnt  his  schemes,  by  marrying 
the  object  of  his  hopes.  It  is  not  proper 
that  inferiors  should  be  permitted  to  defeat 
the  intentions  of  their  Lords  with  impunity.. 
This  great  man  was  of  the  same  opinion ; 
and,  in  the  height  of  his  resentment  against 
his  successful  rival,  he  had  him  torn  from 
the  arms  of  his  bride,  and  sent  in  a  com- 
pany of  soldiers^  who  were  all  collected 
in  the  same  arbitrary  manner  (probably 
as  a  punishment  for  the  same  sort  of  of- 
fence) to  the  East  Indies.  Here  this  un- 
fortunate martyr  to  love  spent  eleven  years 
in  the  service  of  the  Company,  in  the  rank 
of  a  pettv  officer:  when  having,  by  his 
economy,   saved  a  sum  sufficient  for  the' 
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purposes  of  hunible  competence,  he  ob« 
tained.  leave  to  return  to  his  native  coua« 
try.  As  the  gay  pennant,  though  forced 
to  obey  the  pressure  of  the  changeful 
breeze,  still  clings  to  its  beloved  mast,  and, 
9t  the  return  of  every  shortlived  cahn, 
flatters  toiind  the  object  to  which  it  was 
m  youth  united ;  so  the  heart  of  this  hxh 
nest  peasant,  in  all  the  storms  of  fortune, 
hovered  round  the  cottage  that  contained 
his  wife  and  child.  At  length,  her  obscure 
retirement  was  gladdened  by  his  presence. 
By  the  employment  of  her  needle,  she  had 
procured,  during  his  absence,  an  honour- 
able and  virtuous  subsistence  for  herself 
and  son.  The  little  fortune  he  had  brought 
firoan  India  was  lost  by  the  villainy  of  the 
agent  into  whose  hands  he  had  entrusted 
it.     But  in  the  endearments  of  mutual 

r 

affection,  this  honest  couple  had  a  fund  6f 
felicity,  which  the  malice  of  fortune  could 
not  destroy.  Both  the  good  man  and  his- 
son  fimnd  employment  for  their. industry, 
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ill  cutting  down  the  trees  of  a  neighbour^ 
ing  wood:  a  work  which  had  beeb  comr 
initted  to  their  care,  and  amply  recom^ 
penced  their  diligence  When  they  return-^ 
ed  from  their  labobr,  the  cheerful  appear-^ 
ance  of  the  well  ordered  family  at  hbme, 
the  smiling  welcome  of  the  little  inno^ 
cents^  and  the  affectionate  tendemessr  o£ 
the  worthy  matron,  presented  to  them  a 
reward  which  went  farther  thaa  the  gifta 
of  fortune  have  power  to  penetrate: — ^it 
reached  the  heart* 

The  recital  of  these  circumstances  was 
made  to  me  during  the  most  cheerful  re- 
past that  I  ever  saw  Christians  partake  of. 
When  it  was  ended,  a  ceremony  ensued, 
which  having  never  seen  practised  at  any 
other  period^  I  have  reason  to  think  pe- 
culiar to  themselves.  Upon  a  hint  from 
the  old  soldier,  his  eldest  daughter  pre* 
sented  him  with  a  very  large  book,  from 
which,  with  a  clear  and  solemn  voice,  he.  ^ 
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read  soAe  admiiable.  instructions  and  ex.-* 
hortationB.  The  sublime  and  commanding 
energy  with  which  these  precepts  were 
expressed)  might  lead  to  a  condlusion>  that 
this  was  a  copy  of  the  same  Shaster  with 
which  the  departed  Saib  Percy  presented 
the.le»ned  Rajah;  but  many  obstacles. op- 
pose themselves  to  this  supposition.  Could 
we  believe  that  a  book  of  such  distinguish- 
ed authdrity,  unheard  of  among  the  learnr 
ed^ :  and  totally  unknown  among  the  ^upe^ 
rior:CastSy  should  yet  be  found  ^miliar  ill 
the  cottage  of  a  peasant?  It  is  too  absurd 
for  the  shadow  of  probability  to  rest  upon, 

But  to  return  to  the  religious  rites,  c^ 
these  simple  people,  which,  as  I  have  obr 
served,  differ  essentially  from  all  that  had 
hitherto  come  within  my  observation;  for 
instead  of  the.Poojah.of  cards,,  which  at 
that  ihour  would  have  been  p^ormed  in 
the  families  of  the  higher  Casts,  when  the 
old  [than,  had  shut  tht^  shook,   hci  knelt 
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ixfwhy  hh  wife  and'  Uobmiag  mfiuats.fti^ 
lowing  Ms  example.  The  latter  clasped 
tiieit  little  hands,  and  held  them  iq>  to 
heaven,  while  he  lifted  up  his  voixse^  qdl^ 
ing  upon  the  unseen,  omniscient^  ai»l  iin^ 
inortal  Preserver,  to  bless  them,  and  to 
accept  from  hearts  of  gratitude  the  ofkr^ 
iiig  of  praise  and  thankfulness.  I  camwt 
account  for  it,  but  there  was  something  in 
this  whole  ceremony  which  greatly  afifect** 
ed  my  mind;  and  I  could  not  bel{^  while 
I  listened  to  the  ddiple,  but  £ervetit  dero* 
tion  of  this  virtuous  labourer,  feelmg  for 
him  a  degree  of  veneration,  even  suf^ricHr 
to  what  I  had  experienced  for  the  Priest, 
whose  zeal  had  been  so  conspicuous  at  the 
Poojah  of  cards. 

In  the  mornings  the  same  rites  were 
again  repeated ;  after  which,  I  took  leave 
of  this  innocent  and  happy  family;  lh& 
old  man  insisting  that,  as  I  had  come  some 
miles  out  of  my  way,  his  son  should  ac-r 
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ootnpaaay  me  to  the  village  wbero  I  had 
ditected  my  servant  and  horse  to  meet  me» 
The  lad  williiigfy  ohejwd  the  commands 
of  his  filths,  and  we. set  out  together.  He 
was  a  handsome  yo«ith^  of  abcmt  twenty 
years  of  a^,  and  of  a  sensible  and  inteiU* 
gen;!  coimtenance.  Tiaking  a  path  through 
a  com  field;  it  being  now  the  latter  ei^ 
of  harvest^  we  met  a  young  peasant,  Who 
carried  a  gun,  which  he  frequently  fired^ 
to  fiighten  the  crows  and  other  birds 
from  %he  grain.  My  companion  took  the 
weapon  of  destruction  into  his  hand  to 
examine  it :  and  in  that  unlmppy  moment, 
in  which  the  Goddess  of  Mischance  pre^ 
sided,  a  group  of  partridges  appeared  be* 
fore  him :  he  ^  involuntarily  struck  the 
flint;  the  report  resounded  through  the 
air,  and  oh!  unfortunate  destiny,  seven  of 
these  sacred  birds  were  laid  rolling  in  the 
dust.  He  had  no  time  to  consider  of  the 
fatal  deed;  for,  in  a  moment,  two  men, 
^om  the  bushes  had  concealed  from  our 
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view,  darti^  on  the  guilty  youth,  wrostcd 
the  weapon  of  destruction  frcnn  his  tfov^ 
blii^handi  and,  with  many  imprecalions  of 
vengeance,  insii^ted  upon  hi$  iminediatiely 
attending .  them  before  the  awlul  tribunal 
of  assembled  Magistrates,  who  were  now^ 
exercisin^g  the.  sacred  funcl^ions  of  thi&b 
office .  in  the*  neighbouring  village.  It  wask 
then  I  learned  the  real  magnitude  of  my . 
friend's  offence.  For  I  was  th«i  informed, 
that  to  preserve  these. sacred  bird^  from 
being  injured  by  the  unhallowed  handjSiOf 
any  of  the  lower  Cast,  the  severest  laws 
were  promul^tedj  and  33  the  Zimeen^urs 
in  the  ofSce  of  the  magistracy,  before 
whom  these  offences  were  tried,  were  all 
of  them  worshippers  of  the  rural  Dewtah^ 
they  never  suffered  the  stern  sentence  of 
justice  to  be  softened  at  the  suggestion  of 
mercy. 

As  it  is  not  good  to  forsake  a  friend  in 
his  adversity,  we  entered  the  temple  of 
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justice  to^liien  In  this  awful  tribunal^ 
seated  in  two  large  chairs,  we  found  the 
offended  Magistrates.  The  first  of  these 
judges  seeftied  fully  conscious  of  his 
dignity;  which  was.  indeed  very  great; 
imiting  in-hii^self  the  triple  offices  of 
Priest,  Zimeendar,  and ;  Magistrate  of  the 
plaoe*  The  other  was  a  Pundit,  learn- 
ed in  vthe  larw ;  called,  in  the  language  of 
these  people;  an  attoroc^jt^  No  sooner  did 
the  witnesses  Qf  my  friend's  guilty  deed 
pre^ePH.the  ;unhappy  culprit  before  them, 
pfod^cing  at;  the  same  time  the  murdered 
bir^  .and  the  destructive  engine  pf  their 
dissplut^^,  ,than  thiB  murmur  of  indignation 
arose ;  vthe  cause  in  which  they  were  then 
hearing  evidence  was  instantly'  dismissed ; 
it .  was,  indeed,  only  concerning  a  man 
who^  was  said  to  have  beaten  his  wife  al-* 
vx'^^V  t9  death;  a  trifling  crime,  in  the 
eyes  of  these  Magjistrates,  when  ponipared 
to  the  murder  of  sf  v€;n  partridge^ ! 
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The  BOfk  of  the  solidier  attempted  to. 
speak  in  his  own  defmeey  but  was  pr&^ 
Vented  by  the  first  jttfdge,  wh<^  decfored 
that  the  ptoof  wais  sufficient  for  his  con- 
demnatioiiy  and  that  he  never  would  hear 
any  thing  in  favour  of  a  poacber^  (a 
name  given  by  this  sett  to  the  enemies  of 
their  idolatry).  From  the  tone  of  wrath 
with  whieh  he  pronounced  these  words, 
I  saw  that  the  'j^ftmg  man's  fkte  was  de- 
tehnined ; 'and  when,  -after  some  oonsui- 
tation'  betwfjen  themtelves,  '^he  younger 
judge  iar6se  to  protwmnce  his  s^rtence,: 
I  expected  to  have  heard  tbe'irrevo^ 
iiMe  mUida/te  of  immediate  dteth;  and' 
knowing  how  vindictive  the  priests  of  all^ 
religions  usually  are  towai*d  those  who 
have  treated  with  contempt  the  objects  of 
their  superstitious  veneration,  I  should 
have  been  well  pleased  to  have  com- 
pounded for  his  simple  death,  unattended 
by  the  tortures  whieh  I  feared  might  be 
inflicted  on  him.     Judge  then  with  what 
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a  mixture  of  astonishiiiMt  and  delight,  I 
beard  the  mild  and  merciful  senteupe 
uttered  by  the  Pundit,  which  pronounced 
ho  other  sentenee  of  punishment,  but  that 
of  paying  a  sum  of  money? 


univOTsal  is  the  sin  of  ingratitude  ? 
Wben  I  expected  to  behold  ^this  young 
man  embracing  the  feet  of  his  merciful 
judges  Vtdth  grateful  rapture,  I  heard  him, 
with  astonishment,  venture  to  expostulate 
with  his  benefactors  upon  his  utter  ina- 
bility to  pay  so  great  a  fine.  He  menk 
tioned  the  situation  of  his  parents;  said 
they  depended  upon  his  labour  for  sup* 
pCHt;  and  that,  should  his  judges  persevere 
in  inflictiilg  the  payment  of  so  large  a  sum 
upon  him,  it  must  deprive  them  of  his 
assistance;  or,  by  robbing  them  of  the 
little  savings  of  their  industry,  reduce 
thdr  young  •  ones  to  penury,  and  "cause 
them  to  eat  the  bread  of  bitterness  in 
their  old  age.     "Let  pity  for  my  aged 
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parents  iilduce  you  to  soften  the  rigcmr  of 
my  sentence/'  cried  the  im^ateful  youth; 
^^  and,  though  a  thousand  partridges  were 
to  start  up  before  me,  I  swear  I  shall 
never  injure  one  feather  of  their  wings,** 
Alas !  his  eloquence  was  lost.  The  judges 
remained  inexorable :  till  at  length,  b$ing 
touphed  with  the  sorrow  of  the  young 
man,  I  resolved  to  address  them  in  the 
best  English  I  was  master  of.  ^'  Mild, 
upright^  and  merciful  judges,"  cried  I, 
^'  believe  not  that  I  speak  to  excuse  the 
crime  of  which  this  young  man  has  been 
guilty.  No.  I  have  ever  been  taught  to 
pay  respect  to  the  Dewtahs  of  whatever 
country  I  was  in.  With  the  Pertic  Magi 
I  have  bent  in  solemn  adoration  of  the 
solar  orb!  whilie,  with  other  equally  em 
lightened  nations  of  the  East,  I  have 
demonstrated  my  respect  for  the  crocodile, 
the  jackal,  and  the  monkey.  Since  fate 
has  brought  me  into  this  renpwned  king^r 
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dom,  I  have,  in  thegFeat  capital,  att^nded^ 
^th  da6  solemnity,  the  Poojah  of  cards : 
and  now,  that  I  am  made  acquainted  with 
the  religion  of  the  Rajahs  of  the  provinces^ 
I  judge  of  your  feelinj^s,  most  venerable 
Magistrates,  upon  the  present  occasion,  by 
what  my  own  would  have  been,  had  any 
liase  bo^m  sood^r  dared  to  lift  his  impious 
hands  against  one  of  the  sacred  cows  who 
range,  the  flowery  meads  of  Burrampooten 
But  since,  in  the  overflowing  of  your  cle- 
mency, you  have  condescended  to  limit 
the  deserved  punishment  of  this  audacious 
youth  to  the  payment  of*  a  flne,  I  hopd 
you  will  extend  the  shadow  of  your  good^ 
ness  80  far,  as  to  accept  the  money  from  a 
$tranger/«i  They  stared  at  one  another^ 
astonished,  no  doubt,  at  the  boldness  of 
my  speech;  but,  nevertheless,  were  so 
kind  as  graciously  to  accept  of  the  gold  I 
offered  them,  and  to  suffer  my  companion 
to  depart  with  me  in  peace^ 
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,  After  giving  him  some  good'  advice 
against  meddling,  in  future,  with  the  Dew^ 
tahs  of  the  country,  and  presenting  hira 
with  some  pieces  of  gold  for  hb  family,  I 
dismissed  him,  and  proceeded  on  my  joui^ 
ney. 

In  the  course  of  this  tour,  I  had  the 
courage  to  penetrate  into  the  northern  re* 
gions  of  this  united  kingdom  of  Britain^ 
where  mountains,  more  stupendous  than 
those  of  Upper  Tartary,  heave  their  bare 
brown  backs  to  the  merciless  arrows  of  the 
keen-edged  wind ;  where  the  bright-faced 
luminary  of  heaven  is  wrapt  in  the  eternal 
veil  of  clouds  and  atorms ;  but  where,  in 
the  uncultivated  bosom  of  heath  covered 
deserts,  resides  a  people,  whose  CHigin  i» 
more  ancient  than  the  rocks  whose  gloomy 
summits  overhang  their  dwellings* 

It  was  with  a  view  of  gaining  some  in- 
formatipn  in  regard  to  the  chronology  of 


this  anctefit  natiou,  that  I  was  induced  to 
Tkit  it*  I  hiid  beard  that  the  origiaal  Casts 
lAto  which  these,  as  weil  as  other  nations, 
liad  been  dittded  at  their  creation,  were 
here  Reserved  in  their  original  purity  and 
perfection.  For  this  is  another  particuJar, 
in  which  the  Rajah  of  Almorah  has  been 
grossly  deceived,  or  misinfbraied.  Instead 
of  being  all  of  one  Cast,  as  he  imagii]^,  the 
people  throughout  Gi>eaft  ^Britain  are  divide 
ed  into  three  Casts,  all  separate  and  dis^ 
tinct  from  each  other ;  and  which  are  com-^ 
monly  known  l^  the  several  appellations^ 

of  P£OPL£  OF  FAMILY,    PEOPLE  OP  NO  PA- 

MiLY,  AND  PEOPLE  OP  STYJUE,  or  fashion. 
The  £rst  two  are  of  much  more  ancient 
ori^n  than  the  other  Cast ;  which,  indeed, 
appears  to  have  sprung  from  an  unnatural 
mixture  of  the  others ;  like  the  tribes  of 
BuhriUL  Sunker,  ^  in  Hindostan.  But  what 
is  extraordinary,  and  entirely  peculiar  to 

*  See  GeatoD  Laws>  page  43. 
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the  Cast  of  people  of  style^  is,  that  adiftis-^ 

sion  may  be  obtained  by  those  who  were 

not  bom  in  it,  nay,  who  have  sprung  from 

the  lowest  of  the  tribe  called  people  ^ob* 

NO  FA  hilt;  and  these  people,  thus  admits 

ted,  I  have  ever  observed  to  be  most  tena* 

'   cious  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  their 

new  Cast,  treating  those  who  still  remain 

in  that  which  they  have  left,  with  the 

utmost  contempt,  breaking  off  all  connec-' 

tion  with  them,   and  frequently  denying^ 

(particularly  in  the  presence  of  other  pe(H 

pie  of  fa$hion)  that  they  ever  had  any. 

acquaintance  with  them :   an  asseveration 

always  made  with  peculiar  warmth,  when 

these  newly  made  '^pk   of  fashion  are 

known  to  be  under  any  particular  obliga^ 

tions  to.  the  people  of  no  family.    The 

mode  of  initiation  into  this  Cast,  I  suppose 

to  be  made  by  the  ceremonies  of  ablution : 

and  certain  streams,  and  springs,  of  mys* 

terious  efficacy,  are  to  be  found  in  various 

parts  of  the  kingdom ;  where  t  have  rca- 
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m^  to  think  the  ceremonies  of  ifoitiation 
ai«  uaually  performed.  A  resort  to  these 
spriEgb^  cilled  wateriQg-|>lace$i  at  certain 
^eaiom  of  tibe  year,  being  prescribed  t6 
people  ^  stykf  and  all  the  candidates  fot 
tbftt  Cost)  as  an  indispensible  duty. 

Among  these  candidates*  the  most  cer- 
tain ibetidod  df  procuring  success,  is  an 
aasiduotts  devotion  to  thi  Poojah  of  cards : 
liberal  bfferiioigs  of  gold,  at  the  altars  of 
theae  little  painted  idols,  having  frequently 
j^ttocured  the  hdndura  of  initiation,  to  the 
moat  low-bom,  low-bred,  and  illiterate 
personages  in  the  community.  The  flood 
of  wealth,  which  the  golden  stream  of 
eommercte  has  diifuMd  oxter  the  kingdom 
of  England,  has  greatly  contributed,  to  the 
ezjaltartiom  of  this  upstart  tribe :  but  in  the 
northern  kingdom,  which  is  now  blended 
with  it  (as  Bahar  is  with  Orissa)  the  bar- 
rier between  people  of  family  ^nd  people  of 
fwfofriAly^  has  been  too  strong  for  the  tide 
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of  wealth  to  break,  too  powerful  for  the 
teeth  of  time  to  destroy.  I  was  extremely 
anxious  to  gain  an  insight  into  the  chrono- 
logical annals  of  this  most  ancient  nation, 
but  couM  ^tain  none  that  was  any  wis6. 
satisfactory.  By  a  strange  custom^  the  eaU 
tivation  of  letters  is  confined  to  the  people 
of  ndfamiiy;  who  are  at  no' pains  to  trace 
the  origin  of  the  fir^t  Cast,  beyond'  that  of 
their  own ;  but  by  my  own  observation, 
eonfifrmed  by  the  hints  I  received  from  ail 
the  people  of, family  with  whom  I  conversed, 
it  is  evident  that  a  period  of  many  thousand 
years  must  have  elapsed  between  the  cr%- 
tion  of  the  two  Casts.  Indeed,  to  believe, 
that  the  venerable  and  exalted  Cast  of  pe^- 
pie  of  family  should  have  sprung  from  o^e 
eommon  parent  with  the  people  of  no  family^ 
is  equally  absurd  as  to  suppose,  that  in  the 
revolution  of  the  few  years  that  are  doom- 
ed to  terminate  a  transient  and  uncertain 
existence,  they  should  moulder  into  the 
same  sort  of  dust !  Base  slander  on  the  ini^ 
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lieient  supt riority  of  birth !  The  minds  of 
ibepeopk  a^  family  are  filled  with  too  just 
an  idieia  of  their  own  dignity,  to>admit  so 
injurious  a  supposition.  .Conscious  of  the 
Messing  of  stiperior  origin,  the  ancient 
Rafahs,  and  allwho  can  boasta  portion  of 
tfadr-  bloody  heveriailito  exprefssa proper 
degree  of  contempt  for  the  people  of  in- 
ferior Cast:  nor  can  the  possession  of  ta- 
lents, the  attainments  of  science,  or  the 
exercise  of  the  sublimest  virtue,  serve,  in 
any  degree,  in  their  eyes,  to  lessen  the 
invincible  ibarrier  that  divides  them. 

.  Together  with  the  cultivation  of  let* 
ters,  the  exercise  of  the  priestly  function 
is.  usually  coniined .  to  the  second .  Casti 
These  men  are  more  distinguished , for  the 
regularity,  of  their  lives,  and  jsanctity  of 
tiieir.  deportment,  than  for  their  dexterity 
at  the  Poojah  of  cards,  which  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  kingdom  is  so  essen^ 
tial  a  requisite  in  thp  duty  of  a. priest 
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Th^  ceremdfii^s  of  f hda*  .ralig^^  are  aomd- 
wlmt  siitiilw  to  those  of  the  iDotta^r; 
they  are  no  stwbgtrs  to  the  duties. of 
hospitality,  and  recomiiiend  the  eiklxgfatett- 
ing  study  of  litefatunr^  fookh  by  their  pi^eh 
cept  and  example.  lo  all  dtlter  resfxeclM, 
the  characteristio  viitties^  and  piecalkr  ism- 
toms  of  this  natioil,  afe-^o  ^vkkntly  (>f 
Hindoo  origin,  that  nnliihig  but  the  most 
wiliTil  blindness  could  make  atiy  oitie  aflMrt 
the  contrary* 

As  the  lllttstricnks  .Riljaha  of  Hlndostaa^ 
when  sitting  in  the  midst  of  their  wide- 
estended  possessions,  forget  not  to  bend 
before  the  Bramio,  who,  to  procure  jums^ 
rishriient  for  his  family,-  I^bonreth  in  his 
garden,  in  like  msinner  the  people  of  whddi 
I  speak^  retain  the  dignity  of  tfadr  Caal^ 
even  whien  compelled  by  po\rerty  tb  cket* 
eise  any  trade  in  order  to  procure  a  liteb*' 
hood:  and  as,  in  India,  tneinbers  of  the 
tribe  of  Brahma  are  frtqnently  ibund  exer^ 
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cisiffg  iht  finployineiittf  of  commerce  aiid 
agriculture,  bo^  in  thia  aucient  natioQ,  A^ 
people  tf  fimily  often  condescend  to  be^ 
oome  weavers,  shoemakers,  and  barbers^ 
without  forfeiting  Cast,  or  in  the  least 
abating  of  the  high  idea  of  their  own  in<- 
herent  superiority.  It  is  not  so  with  tht 
peQph  of  style;  who,  by  entering  into  any 
of  these  employments,  lose  all  the  privi*^ 
leges  of  their  Cast ;  a  circumstance  which 
occasions  numbers  of  the  poorer  branches 
of  that  tribe,  to  live  in  a  humiliating  state 
of  dependence  upon  the  richer,  rather  sub- 
mitting to  any  indignity,  than  run  the  risk 
of  losing  Cast^  by  working  for  their  own 
subsistence. 

The  mode  of  living  among  these  people, 
in  whidh  animal  food  i^  scarcely  known, 
is  another  argument  in  favour  of  their 
^Hindoo  origin.  Much  might  likewise  be 
said  of  the  similarity  df  sound  between 
Laird  and  Rajah;  a  similarity,  which,  in 
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tlie  opinion  of  learned  anttqttarians,  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  establish  an  ely*- 
mology.  Nor  is  this  all;  like  us,  tiiey 
consider  themselves  a  distinct  and  favour*- 
ed  people  J  superior  to  the  rest  of  the  inha^ 
hitants  of  the  earth,  and  do  not  fail  to 
maintain,  that  whatever  im^tances  of  cou- 
rage, magnanimity,  or  heroic  virtue,  are 
displayed  by  any  inhabitant  of  the  other 
nations  of  the  world,  would,  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances, have  been  far  exceeded  by 
one  of  their  own  countrymen. 

These  highly  favoured  people  being  too 
tenacious  of  their  dignity  to  admit  stran* 
gers  (with  whose  pedigree  they  are  unac- 
quainted) into  the  honour  of  their  society ; 
the  person,  to  whom  I  was  chiefly  indebted 
for  information,  was  the  lady,  at  whose 
house  I  lodged.  She  was  of  the  people  of 
family  Cast;  sprung  from  an  illustrious 
race;  her  fifteenth  grandfather  had  been 
a  mountain  Rajah;  and,  in  the  ramifica- 
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tjpns  of  his  blood,  she  x^ould  boast  a  degree 
of  affinity  to  oncrand'twenty  Lairds  !  She 
was  forced,  by  the  dictates  of  necessity, 
to.make.up  articles  of  female  attire  for  her 
stiaintenance,  but  never  worked,  as  she 
herself  assured  me,  for  any  but  people  of 
her  awn  Cast;  and* I  was. induced  to  believe 
ber,  from  the  marked  contempt  with  which 
I  observed  her  to  treat  all  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  bom  people  of  no  family^ 
?his  was  particularly  felt  by  a  young  wo- 
man of  beautiful  person,  gentle  manners, 
and  good  education,  whom  this  high-born 
female,  being  equally  ignorant  of  ortho- 
graphy, and  arithmetic,  was  under  the 
necessity  of  employing  as  an  assistant  in 
her  business :  and  whose  conversation,  had 
it  not. been  for  the  difference  of  the  Casts 
from  which  they  sprung,  I  should  have 
'  greatly  preferred  to  that  of  her  mistress ; 
but  the  cousin  of  one-and-twenty  moun- 
jtain  1  Rajahs  had  too  just  a  claim  to  my 
^encuration,  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
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the  paltry  advantages  of  youtti,  beauty^ 
talents  and  understanding !  . 

It  was  in  this  house  I  ohsefved,  with 
pleasure,  the  practice  of  that  admirable 
degree  of  absteniiQusness,  the  reverse  of 
which,  had,  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
island,  so  frequently  excited  the  feelings 
of  horror,  and  disgust.  The  servants  of 
this  illustrious  Bibby  £d  not  sit  down 
together  to  excite  one  another  to  acts 
of  gluttony  and  intemperance ;  but,  after 
long  and  rigorous  abstinence,  they  snatch* 
ed  the  scanty  morsel  of  <  simple  viandi 
which  their  prudent  mistress  had  allot;te4 
for  them ;  nor,  even  at  hey  own  table,  did 
I  ever  see  a  meal  displayed,  of  which  the 
most  holy  hermit  might  not  have  partaken 
without  breaking  his  yows  of  self-<denial ! 

Thus  hath  thy  servant  clearly  refuted 
two  of  the  propositions  of  the  misguided 
Rajah :  and  proved,  in-  the  most  satis^iC'^ 
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tory  manner,  and  from  the  most  undoubt- 
ed authority,  that  if  such  a  Shaster  as  he 
speaks  of  ever  did  exists  it  is  now  become 
altogether  obsolete,  and  entirely  unknown ; 
that  the  only  devotion  known  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  community  is  the  Poojah  of 
cards  and  partridges;  and  that  the  people 
of  Great-Britain  are,  at  this  day,  divided 
into  separate  Casts,  asi  diatioct  from,  each 
other  as  the  Bramin  from  the  Kettrie. 

* 
There  are  other  errors,  in^o  which  the 
noble  Rajah  has  suffered  his  mind  to  he 
kd,  which  I  could  with  equal  ease  refute^ 
did  not  I  know  how  easily  the  mind  of  a 
great  man  is  disgusted  by  prolixity. 

What  ow  I  say  more ! 
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LETTER  V. 

From  ^Ae  Bramin  to  Maandaara. 

Let  the  commands  of  Maandaara  be 
obeyed.  In  the  plenitude  of  my  desire  to 
open  the  eyes  of  your  misguided  friend, 
I  hasten  to  proceed  to  a  more  particular 
description  of  the  education  and  mannero 
of  the  females  of  England;  which  the 
illustrious  Rajah  has  so  erroneously  con* 
ceived  to  be  in  some  measure  influenced 
by  the  doctrines  of  that  obsolete  Shaster, 
which  seems  to  exalt  the  dignity  of  the 
female  mind  to  an  equality  with  that  of 
the  lords  of  the  creation. 

I  shall  begin  with  an  account  of  the 
usual  mode  of  conducting  the  education 
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of  females  in  England.  How  far  that  is 
of  a  nature  calculated  for  ^^  lighting  the 
torch  of  reason^ '  and  expanding  the  germ 
lof  intellect,"  let  the  wisdom  of  the  Rajah 
/decade! 

During   the   period    of   infancy  these 
Christian  females  (whose  souls  are,  in  the 
erring  mind  of  Zaarmilla,  deemed  so  pre- 
cious) are  permitted  to  receive  their  first 
ideas  from  mercenary  attendants,  always 
ignorant,  and  frequently  vicious.     When 
the  rising  plant  puts  forth  the  tendrils  of 
curiosity,  which  may  at  pleasure  foe  directs 
cd  to  the  tree  of  knmdedge,  or  suffered  to 
Iwine  round  the  hollow  bamboo  of  preju- 
^ce  and  folly:  at  that  period,  lest  from 
>the  conversation  of  fathers,  or  brothers, 
^hese  young  females  might,  peradventure, 
acquire  some  degree  of  information,  they 
are  removed  from  the  possibility  of  such 
deplorable  consequences,  and  placed  where 
science,  reason,  and  common  sense,  dare 
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not  to  intrude.  In  these  seminafieS)  ftir 
from  being  treated  as  "  beings,  whose  in* 
tellectual  faculties  are  capable  of  progress 
sive  improvement  through  the  ages  of 
eternity,"  their  time  is  solely  employ^  in 
learning  a  few  tricks,  such  as  a. monkey 
might  very  soon  abqiiir^;  and  these  are 
ealled  accomplishments ! 

Judge  how  ridiculous  it  would  be  to 
make  creatures,  believed  to  be  accountable 
to  their  Creator,  for  the  employment  of 
their  talents  and  the  improvement  of  their 
virtues,  spend  thp  most  precious  years  of 
life,  in  running  their  fiiigers  over  certain 
bits  pf  wood,  which  are  so  contrived  as  to 
make  a  jingling  sort  of  noise,  pleasant 
enough  when  one  is  a  little  accustomed  to 
it,  but  whichy  in  the  manner  executed  by 
them,  very  seldom  equals  what  is  every 
day  to  be  heatrd  from  the  itinerant  musi- 
cians that  practise  in  the  streets ! 
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Anoiiber  ingetitous  cofatrivancd  far  filling 
,lip  that  pottiozi  of  tilde,  which  the  friend 
•cf  Malutdaard.  suppoacs  to  be  employed  isi 
iht  acquisition  of  luieful  knowledge,  isi,  by 
.%b€  asadstalice  of  a  tlia^ter  (whose  Ittendn 
anoe  is  paid  for  at  a  vasrt  expence)^  tnaking 
,wietched  imitations  of  trees,  and  fknrer^, 
and  this  is  ^called  Earning  te  paint  I  It 
•jipcars  as  if  great  care  Was  taken  to  avoid 
tiie  pioftsibility  of  the  female  pupils  ever 
arriving  it  any  degree  of  perfection  in  the 
art,  3M  I  am  well  informed,  that  ndt  om 
in  l^ve  hundred  is  ever  capable  of  copying 
ih>tn  nature,  or  of  doing  any  tfaiilg,  when 
left  to  herself,  that  ki  not  many  d^rees 
^enbpr  to  the  little  pictures  which  may  be 
piicidiased  for  the  valu^  of  a  rirpee, 

.  Another  indisj)ensible  part  in  the  edu- 
cttmn  of  femalea  of  every  Cast^  of  every 
^adk^  and  in  every  situation,  is  the  km>w* 
ledge  of  the  language  spoken  in  their 
neighbouring  natioli.    I  was  for  some  time 
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at  a  great  loss  to  know  what  reajson  c^uld 
be  assigned  for  so  strange  a  custom^  and, 
after  many  conjectures,  I  rested  in  the  be- 
lief, that  as  the  French  nation  was  fre- 
quently at  war  with  the  English,  it  miglit 
either  be  customary  to  s^nd  the  womenras 
Hircarrahs,*  into  the  camp  of  the  enfemy, 
or,  in  case  of  defeat,  ta  employ  them  in 
procuring  terms  of  peace,  which,  from  the 
remarkable  complaisance  of  their  adyecsa* 
ries  to  the  female  sex,  it  might  be  sup^ 
posed,  would  be  negociated  by  the  Bibby^s 
with  peculiar  advantage  to  their  country. 
I  was,  however,  forced  to  give  up  this 
conclusion,  on  being  assured,  that  after 
years  spent  in  the  study  of  the  language, 
as  it  is  taught  at  these  excellent  semina- 
ries, few  are  capable  of  reading,  and  still 
fewer  of  conversing,  with  any  degree  of 
fluency  in  this  tongue ;  and  that  the  only 
real  advantage  resulting  from  it  was,  that 

*  Spiefc 
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by  what  they  knew  of  it,  they  were  enar- 
bled  to  understand  the  peculiar  terms  be- 
longing to  the  articles  of  drei^  imported 
from  that  cpuntiy,  which  had  an  acknow-* 
hedged  right  of  imposing  its  fashions  on 

ibe  other  nations  of  £urope. 

» 

Dfess  is,  indeed,  one  science  in  which 
full  scope  is  given  to  the  faculties  of  these 
females ;  and  the  love  of  it  is,  at  the  great 
schools  of  the  Christians,  so  successfully 
inculcated,  that  it  remains-  indelible  to  the 
latest  period  of  life.  Nor  is  the  mode  of 
education  I  speak  of  confined  solely  to  the 
children  of  the  higher  Casts,  it  extends  to 
all)  even  tO'  the  daughters  of  tradesmen, 
and  mechanics,  who  are  employed,  during 
the  years  of  improvement,  exactly  in  the 
manner  I  have  described;  All  the  difier- 
ence  is,  that  at  inferior  schools,  where  in- 
ferior masters  are  employed,  the  girls  do- 
not,  perhaps,  -arrive  at  the  art  of  running 
their  fingers  over  the  bits  of  wood,  called 
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Keys  of  a  Hadepsichdrd^  with  an  equbl  de^ 
gr^e  of  velocity ;  they  make  lutbor  ihotd 
Execrable  copies,  of  more  wretched  pio« 
Cures ;  and  the  kiioWledge  they  acquire  of 
the  Fredch  Itoguage  does  not^  pdrilaps, 
enable  them  to  run  over  the  hames  of  thd 
new  fashions,  with  an  equal  degree  of  vo^ 
lubility ;  but  as  to  makiUg  any  attempt  at 
insbhacting  the  daughters  of  Christians^  ih 
any  thing  useful  to  themselves,  or  society^ 
the  idea  would  be  deemed  equally  ridicu-' 
lous  in  setiiiiiaries  of  every  class. 

So  far  all  is  right.  We  behold  womea 
moving  in  their  proper  sphere;  learhiiig 
no  other  'art,  save  that  of  adorning  their 
persoxls ;  and  inspired  with  no  other  view^ 
but  that  of  rendering  themselves  objectB 
of  pleasure  to  the  eyes  of  men.  But  how 
shall  I  astoilish  you,  when  1  utifold  the 
extreme  inconsistency  of  the  foolish  Euro- 
peans, and  inform  you,  that  these  unin* 

atructed  women  lire  frequently  suffered  to 
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become  evtifiely  their  oivm  mistresses;^ 
sometiines  enttusted  with  the  manage- 
memt  of  large  estates,  and  left  at  liberty 
to  act  for  themselTes  i  Nay,  that  it  is  no 
imeommon  thing  for  a  man,  who  may,  in 
other  respects,  by  no  tneans  be  considered 
as  a  fed,  to  leave  his  children  to  the  care 
of  hisi^idow;  by  -which  mean^  I  have  fre- 
quency seen  a  little  family  cast  upon  the 
care^  aind  depending  for  protection,  on  a 
pretty,  be^ess  being,  incapable  of  any 
idea,  save  that  of  dresis ;  or  of  any  duty, 
except  the  Poojah  of  cards !  Ho^w  much 
xriser  is  the  institution  of  Brafamk,  by 
which  creatures,  incapable  of  acti^ig  ¥^ith 
proprietor  ^  themsdves,  are  e#ectuatly 
put  4>uit  <ef  the  way  of  mischief,  by  being 
burneid  wilSi  die  bocMes  of  their  bus- 
hui4k.>^-^Wiw  pegulationi  La^idable  prac* 
tieel  by  winch  tke  number  of  .oM  xiwnen 
is  m  efiectuaDly  'd^miniehed  I 
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i^rom  what  I  have  fonnerly  said^  3K>a 
will  observe,  that  women  do  axrtually 
sometimes  carry  on  certain  branches*  of 
trade ;  but  to  infer  from  this,  'that  lliey 
are  generally  esteemed  capable  of  business^ 
or  receive  such  an  education  as  to  enable 
them,  if  left  destitute  of  the  gifts-  of  for- 
tune, to  enter  into  it,  would  be  doing  them 
great  injustice.  No ;  in  that  country,  as 
well  as  in  this,  all  men  allow  that  there  is 
nothing  so  amiable  in  a  woman  as  the 
helpkssfMs  of  mental  imbecility ;  and  even 
the  women  themselves  are  so  well  con- 
vinced of  this,  that  they  would  consider  it 
as  an  insult  to  be  treated  like  rational 
creatures.  The  love  of  independence  is^ 
therefore,  a  masculine  virtue,  and  though 
some  few  females  are  unamiable  enough  to 
dare  to  enter  upon  some  employment  for 
their  support,  this  conduct  is  very  much 
discouraged,  and  not  only  properly  dis*- 
countenanced  by  the  men,  but  held  in  ab- 
horrence by  all  women,  who  entertaiii  a 
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proper  sense  of  the  amiableness  of  female 
weakness.  The  females,  who  belong  to 
the  Cast  of  peopk  of^yk,  are  particularly 
zealous  in  reprobating  the  exertions  of 
female  industry,  and  are  careful  to  employ 
men  only,  in  all  these  branches  in  wluch 
iwtuneless  women  have  audaciously  en- 
deavoured to  procure  subsistence :  For  this 
reason^  when  a  family,  by  any  of  those 
miifortunes  occurring  in  a  commercial 
ecmntry,  happens  to  be  reduced  to  poverty, 
the  cbii^bters  of  the  family  are  either  left 
a  prey  to  ghaunt-eyed  indigence,  or  doom^ 
ed  to  eat  the  bitter  bread  of  dependence, 
administered  with  sparing  hand,  and  grudge 
mg  hearty  by  some  cold  relative !  Equally 
Ignorant,  and  equally  helpless,  as  the  fcr 
males  of  Hindostan,  their  situation  is  far 
more  deptitute  and  pitiable.  By  the  ad^ 
mirable  institutions  of  our  laws,  it  is  or- 
dained, ^*  that  a  woman  shall  by  no  means 
be  left  to  herself,  but  that,  in  case  her 
nearest  relations  are  incapable  of  taking 


1S8 

caf«  t)f  hcfr,  that  duty  shall  ctofvolve  Jspm 
^  Magifitrfite*"^  Bat,  amotg  tlie  Christ 
tians  of  Engia&d,  they  are  M  destitaite  of 
^tection  as  of  imttticftioii^ 

The  «»sguider  iof  the  tahuA  of  2aannitta 
has,  it  muist  be  confessed,  mixed  some 
truth  with  theabondanoeof  his  fid;sehi)ads. 
When  he  told  him,  that  it  was  KMsX/ommtf 
m  his  country  to  teach  «9(^<mien  t^  t^^  and 
irrite,  he  did  not  adv^unce  %\m  thing  M^Mch 
was  not*  It  is  true,  that  thej^  are  njc^^ly 
taxfight  both,  though  for  what  purpose 
thoiiie  keys  of  knowledge  are  put  into  their 
hands,  it  is  nort  easy  to  imagine ;  few  had 
oonse(|uences,  h^werer,  sre  f<ymd  to  tesuit 
ikom  this  practice,  as  it  is  in  general  aa 
wisdy  managed,  as  to  he  irery  little  ftiefth 
dicial  to  the  interests  of  igisorance ;  and  iB, 
seidem  employed  for  ^any  other  pnpose, 
than  that  of  reading  nnyteiy  4ales  of  love 

*  See  Ocntoo  Lffiv&»    . 
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and  iDiKrdcr»  ^  which  care  is  titken  to  iinr- 
mall  l^em.  with  an  abun4aQt  supply,  from 
Qertain  starohous^^  of  tra$h^  called  Gircu- 
Iftting  librarifa. 

The  $yst6m  of  female  educatioa,  such  as 
I  have  dmoribed,  19  now  almost  universaUy 
pfictiaed  over  the  islaiid  of  Qreat*3ritaiQ ; 
though  I  have  heard  that,  till  lately,  a 
system  of  a  different  nature  waa  prevalent 
mthe  northern  part  of  the  united  king* 
dom*  There,  instead  «f  the  Poojah  of 
cards,  it  waa  then  cuatomary  for  the  mor 
ihers  of  fiunilies  to  employ  themaelves  in 
the  education  of  their  children^  in  teach- 
mg  their  daughters  the  duties  of  domestic 
life,  and  in  instilling  into  their  tendejr 
minds  the  principles  of  piety  and  virtue* 
Beneath  a  mother's  eye,  the  young  females 
were  then  sent  to  certain  places  of  instruc* 
tion,  called  Day-schools,  accompanied  by 
their  brothers;  a  practice  which  would 
inevitably  lay  the  foundation  of  a  degree 
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of  fraternal  affection,  inconsistent  witb 
that  sort  of  reserved  and  austere  demeanor^ 
which  it  is  so  proper  for  men  to  observe 
toward  their  female  relatives.  Nor  wto 
this  the  only  bad  consequence  resulting 
from  the  practice  of  sending  boys  and  girls 
to  the  same  school.  In  the  pure  hearts 
of  the  little  innocents,  attachments  were 
often  formed ;  which,  in  the  minds  of  the 
young  females,  excited  such  a  wish  to 
excel,  m  order  to  render  themselves  ami- 
able in  the  eyes  of  their  little  friendsi  as 
was  altogether  incompatible  with  the  pre** 
servation  of  ignorance.-  Nor  did  the  evil 
stop  here;  being  habituated  to  consider 
their  young  school-fellows  in  the  light  of 
brothers,  they  had  none  of  that  restraint, 
which,  before  company,  seals  the  lips  of 
the  Boarding-school  Bibbys,  but  behaved 
with  the  frankness  that  is  natural  to  the 
pure  in  heart.  By  early  discipline,  their 
minds  received  such  an  odious  degree  of 
firmness,  as  often  enabled  them  to  sustain, 
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with  dignity,  the  most  bitter  decrees  of 
adverse  fortune ;  and  their  bodies  acquired 
such  a  repulsive  degree  of  health,  a&  ren« 
dered  them  equal  to  the  discharge  of  every 
active  duty.  All  these  multifarious  evils 
are  now  no  longer  to  be  apprehended : 
the  system  of  their  southern  neighbours  is 
now,  I  am  well  assured,  practised  with  so 
much  success,  that  the  daughter  of  a 
maimtain  JRqfah  will  ^soon  be  as  amiably 
frivolous^  as  engagingly  ignorant,  as  weak 
in  body,  and  in  mind,  as  the  ipupil  of  the 
greatest  Boarding*school  in  I/>ndon. 

There  are  other  instances  in  which  these 
females  of  England,  whom  the  infatuated 
ilajah  has  represented  to  himself  '*  as  ex- 
alted in  the  scale  of  being  to  the  rank  of 
rational,  as  capa^ble  of  receiving  the  pure 
principles  of  virtue,  and  of  steadily  per- 
forming the  various  and  complicated  duties 
of  life,"  are  treated  in  a  manner  at  which 
the  soul  of  humanity  revolts.    Thousands^ 
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and  ten  thousands,  of  these  Chriatian  m^ch 
men,  being  yearly  suffered  to  perish  in  the 
streets  of  their  great  metropolis^  under  the 
accumulated  misery  of  want,  diaoose^  and 
infamy ! 

Wc  now  thmky  with  horror^  of  the 
blood-stained  altars  of  the  ancient  groves^ 
where,  to  appease  the  wtath  of  the  Black 
Goddess,*'  it  was  permitted  that  human 
victims  should  be  immolated ;  we  paint  td 
ourselves,  the  agonixii^^  feelings  oS  the 
parent^  when  the  blooming  virgin  was  led 
forth,  presenting  a  spotless  offering  to  the 
sacrilScial  knife ;   and^  r  sickening  at  the 

*  Caltee,  or  the  Black  GinUcsf^  b  ^xUbited  id  the 
iQdiSD  temple  wiUi  a  collar  composed  of  golden  skulls, 
as  descriptive  of  the  dreadful  sacrifices  in  which  she 
took  delight.  The  timid  and  benign  character  of  the 
Hindoos,  has  induced  many  to  doubt  in  the  posslbiHfy 
of  these  horrid  rite^  having  ever  been  praeiteed  in  Indin ; 
Jbut  the  proofs  that  are  given  in  many  of  the  Skhatis<iit 
itntinga,  of  human  sacrifices  offered,  in  rtmote  age^  to 
this  truly  infernal  deity,  seem  too  strong  to  be  refuted. 
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thought,  we  give  praise  to  the  adored 
VteBkmUf  at  whose  commands  these  hor** 
rid  rites  were  termiBated.  But  callous^ 
and  unfeeling  Englishmen!  they  endure 
to  behold^  with  their  own  eyes,  sacrifices 
in  one  year  exceeding  in  number  all  that, 
in  the  course  of  revolving  ages,  perished 
<m  the  altars  of  Asia !  victims,  not  immo- 
lated to  appease  the  wrath  of  the  infernal 
Dewtahs,  but  sacrificed  to  the  licentious 
passiqps  of  unprincipled  men.  And  yet, 
many  of  these  men  are  so  absurd  as  to  pre- 
tend to  sensibility !  Nay,  so  much  is  their 
conduct  at  war  with  their  professions,  that 
I  have  heard  them  declaim,  with  appare&t 
horror^  against  the  holy  ceremony  of  the 
virtuous  widow  throwing  herself  upon  the 
funeral  pile  of  her  deceased  Lord.  Yes,  I 
have  Mtn  those,  who  could  witness  the 
scope  of  misery  exhibited  in  thieir  own 
streets^  without  betraying  one  symptom  of 
compassion,  affect  to  shed  tears  of  pity,  at 
the  description  of  a  Hindoo  female's  volu»- 
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tary  sacrifice,  by  which  she  attained  glory 
here,  and  had  the  certainty  of  happiness 
hereafter !  Is  it  thus,  by  a  pretended  feel- 
ing for  imaginary  sorrows,  that  the  Chris- 
tian Shaster  teaches  men  to  exercise  their 
benevolence  ?  Is  it  in  conformity  to  any 
part  of  its  precepts,  that  they  can  so  freely 
grieve  at  equivocal  and  distant  evils,  while 
those  which  are  before  their  eyes,  excite 
neither  compassion  nor  remorse  ? 

However  unfeeling  others  might  be  to 
the  misery  of  the  wretched  females,  one 
would  think  that  the  voice  of  nature  in  a 
father's  breast  would  cry  aloud,  to  save  his 
offspring  from  a  fate  so  dreadful ;  but,  deaf 
to  her  pleadings,  parents  themselves  do 
not  hesitate  to  devote  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims, by  means  of  an  education  which  con- 
ducts them,  step  by  step,  from  vanity  to 
vice,  reconciling  themselves  to  all  its  dire- 
ful consequences,  by  a  repetition  of  the 
cabalistic  word  genteel,  which  has  such 
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a  magical  charm,  as  to  change,  in  their 
opinion,  the  very  nature  of  every  species 
of  madness,  vice  and  folly ! 

Can  a  mind,  pure  and  intelligent  as  that 
of  Zaarmilla,  delight  to  dwell  with  such  a 
people?  Is  it  from  such  a  polluted  stream, 
that  the  descendant  of  a  thousand  Rajahs 
would  wish  to  imbibe  knowledge  ?  Foolish 
project!  Perverted  ambition!  How  many 
choic#  morsels  of  Shanscrit  literature  He 
mouldering  in  the  temples  of  Benares, 
which  he  may  rescue  from  the  ravages  of 
devouring  worms,  and  be  repaid  with  the 
words  of  wisdom  1  Hath  the  shallow  in* 
vention  of  Europeans  conceived  any  work 
equal  to  the  Mahhabarat  ?  Can  the  apho- 
risms of  their  philosophers  be  compared 
With  the  Heetopades  of  Veeshnoo  Sanna? 
or  the  imagination  of  their  poets  vie  in 
lofty  imagery,  or  sublime  expression,  with 
the-  beautiful  dramas  of  the  immortal  Cali- 
das?  Doth  the  wisdom-loving  Rajah  de- 
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light  to  tread  the  maze  of.  logic  i^  Ut  hint 
Mfik  for  gratification  in  tbe  P^mian  writr 
ings  of  the  Mu&sulnians,  which,  though 
scarcely  lawful  for  a  Hindoo  to  peruse, 
are  yet  to*  be  preferred  to  the  ahsurd  wiit- 
ifigs  of  Christiw  phHo«K>pher3. 

i 

Which  of  the  lawyers  of  Europe  has 
shewn  himself  more  expert  in  invdving 
the  simplicity  of  truth  in  the  deep  ikams 
of  perplexity,  than  the  Imaum  Abqi  Yoo^ 
seiT,  and  the  more  illusttious  philosopher 
Ibn  Mnss  al  Shaffie?""  What  King  of 
Europe  could  ever  boast  of  a  Minister 
equal  to  that  Golden  PiiUar  who  supported 
the  throne  of  the  renowned  Ackber?  Or 
who,  in  modem  timeis,  can,  among  them, 
be  compared  with  the  great  Eradut  Khan 
Waaeh?  The  memoirs,  written  by  that 
nobfeman,  is  a  gem  of  siach  transcendent 
worth  and  lustre,  that  its  imitatiosi  as  hr 

*  See  PeeUminsry  Dkeoune  to  the  Hedaiya.: 
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exGCDds  the  abilities  of  the  puny  tioblei  of 
Ewope,  as.  does  the  unshaken  fidelity  an^i 
magnanimous  heroism  of  the  illustrious 
writer.  Ici  truth,  there  was  no  point  in 
wfaidi  I  was  more  disappointed,  than  in 
the  stifte  of  learning  in  England.  By  mul* 
titttdes  <if  the  people  of  that  country,  the 
Mme  oC  Abul  Fazei  has  never  been  heard ! 
I  conversed  with  many,  to  whom  the  re^ 
sown  of  Veias  was  ^unknown ;  and  can  Witli 
tmJth  •vet,  that  numbers  who  hav«  the 
ehttiictdr  of  learmd^  are  yet  so  Tery  igno- 
mnt|  ais  nxMt  to  kiMw  whether  ti)e  gteat 
eity  of  Oanoage  was  founded  by  a  Hindoo 
or  «  Mussulman  1 

With  regard  to  the  pcdtiical  state -^f 
Gtesft^BriUui,  its  laws  and  foria^  of  govern- 
ment, I  am  not  qualified. to  tjpeak  with  cer* 
tainty ;  never  having  been  able  to  find  any 
tw<i  people  'Of  the  satne  opimion  with  as- 
pect to  any  of  l^se  points.  Otie  -circjtfm- 
sfeanoe  $kmt  appeared  «d  he  itx^it^^^My 
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eatablisbed;  and  this  is  a  circumstance  so 
extraordinary^  that  it  deserves  attention. 

Know,  then,  that  the  Visier,  or  first 
Minister,  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  is^ 
at  all  times,  the  weakest,  and  most  wicked 
man  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  there  is  not 
a  man  in  £ngland,  however  incapable  of 
managing  with  propriety  the  simplest  con* 
cems  of  private  life,  who  is  not  much  bet^ 
ter  quali^ed  than  the  Minister,  ^  con^ 
duct  the  complex  and  extensive  business 
of  a  great  nation !  You  may,  perhaps,  be 
inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  asser-- 
tion ;  but  when  I  inform  you,  that  I  repeat 
it  not  from  vague  report,  but  from  the  rei- 
terated and  solemn  asseverations  of  people 
of  all  stations,  the  point  will  appear  incon- 
trovertibly  established* 

I  herewith  send,  for  the  gratification  of 
your  curiosity,  a  specimen  of  the  painted 
idols  of  the  Europeans,  the  examinatioa 
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4if  which  has  lately  employed  much  of  my 
time*  A  rich  field  of  conjecture  is  already 
opened,  to  the  culture  of  which  I  shall 
willingly  devote  some  of  the  remaining 
years  of  my  existence.  That  the  origin  of 
the  rites  of  these  divinities  may  be  traced 
to  the  favoured  country  of  Brahma,  will 
not  admit  of  a  doubt.  The  flower,  which 
one  of  the  Goddesses  carries  in  her  hand, 
bears  such  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
Lotos^  that,  at  first  sight,  any  impartial 
person  must  recognise  the  adored  figure  of 
the  bounteous  Ganga.  If  any  one  of  the 
figures  has  any  claim  to  European  origin, 
it  is  that  of  Knave ;  but  who  ever  heard 
of  a  King  of  Hearts  in  the  history  of  any 
nation  of  Europe  ?  In  the  course  of  a  few 
years  investigation,  I  do  not  despair  to 
prove  the  real  family  of  every  one  of  these 
painted  idols ;  and,  ih  the  prosecution  of 
this  laborious  work,  I  shall  not  disdain  to 
imitate  the  method  pursued  by  the  anti- 
quarians of  England,  for  ^^  wise  men  will 
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not  disdain  to  learn,  even  from  ilie  coun»- 
vel  of  fools."  I  recommend  thee  to  the 
protection  of  Veeshnu,  and  the  favour  of 
all  the  inferior  Oods. 


What  can  I  say  more 
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'   IMrd  Later  cf  the  l^dmiri: 

■« 

BsiFO  E£  the  delivery  •  of  tny/  lajftttt  hitti 
the  hsads.  o£  the^Dauk^*  i  k^soikred  \mm^ 
e9B^naiiie  .thie  coim8en<»i»  9f  'meinoiyy  lert 
^jjri  circimistimce,  tdnl  <soiild  serve  to  etl*^ 
Ughten  tfaei  SMnd  of  the  sobie  Italkh^ 
fhbuld,  uufdttubait^y,  have  been  omiileSj 
|t  tirasi  a :  hstppy  precautiosi  i  %  it  I  atii 
enabled  to  add  to  ^^e  prooifs  tit:tty6  aP 
i^eady  given  of  the  ^  Br^mtfiH^l  -  oFigih  of 
the  Bnglish  i^^tton,  osie  <)ther  proof,  wtocli 
catabBahes  >  thj^^  o^ion  of  4he  Pundk^ ,  be^ 
yond  the  reacb  of  ^hmnan  controversy.* 


<  •« 


Mtaenger;* 
VOL.  I.  o 


* 

Let  it  be  known,  then,  to  the  friend  of 
Maandaara,  that  the  perfonnance  of  the 
ceremony  of  the  Purekah"*^  is  known  to 
the  Christian,  and  so  much  is  the  practice 
of  its  mysterious  rit^s  ^epdcouraged,  that  the 
most  tritog  J^ii^i^^Sl^,  di.p«t«  .« 
frequently  referred  to  its  decision :  as,  for 
example;  i in  s|ieaikixlg  tKf/thb  ccteur  of  the 
eyes  of  a  dancing-girl,  one  man  should  say 
tb«t  tluE^'  i  wene  ;  blaGfc,^  i  kiid  oliotbtt'  lk»6ir 
theasi  to,  be  Uile,  tii6/ik>Biiii€k  iMdidd>df 
deddjisg  the  di^irte  (bitbec  betrisreeii  jtM|kii 
rf'ftyie^  Qt  siidh  as  pitbt  im  adaiBlsioh;  iiiM 
tbl^/  J^oitttMrafcle  iGa^lt)  ia  tfas  pdUTofmlKiiQ^ 
off  Purek^ib*  .  The!  mdfchod  of  >  jperfcfrmin^ 
this  BubliiAie  teremony^  is  ifot,[it  is  trub^ 
eK^actly  s^iW,  in  i^l  respects;  to.ibat 
i|(rhich  is  sp  pii^Aisly  obsfltvdd  in  Iiidia^I  A 
^ti;l0.x:0n8if(fe]»tiafi  <m  ihegeniiis  of!  tUe 
p^OpH  anlfl  tbeir  de&amcy.  in  lidi^ioiis 
knowledge^  will,  howeit^,  ai:ocmntrlft)i' tbf 

*  Trial  by  Ordesl^  still  pntctked  in  Hindostaii. 
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4iftiteencc(.  iln  lEngiond^.  I  never ^  beard 
%b»t,  the  p»ibfmers«  of  tbe  Pusek^h  to(^ 
^sc  pUBcaiition  of  preparing^  tkemselves  fiar 
the  award  of  fate^  by  tlie  observance  of 
loogand  rigoroas  abstiip^nce;  orithatthey 
wctre^partitttkrljiassiduousi^,  their  lets  of 
dcYOtiDni; .  m  that  they  boQiid  themaelves 
lgrany>oath  b<(fbre.the  Magistrate  to.ahide 
Ky  the  infallible  dedisioiL  of  ithe  Gods.  lAU 
these  )preparat|OTy  duties  are^  by  these  tri£- 
Img  people,  i/ahogether  omitted, i  fmd.tlif 
OBrtsmpay  itself,  instead  of  being  pcrfontar 
ed  ia  the  piiesence  ^  the  Magistrates 
an4  the.  aseembled  people,  is  usoalljr  gone 
through, .  .underi  the  immediate*  insftectioa 
of.  only  /am  witmesfes.  In  the  Purekah  of 
the  English,  i  they  neither  thruart  their 
hands  into  vessels  filled  with  boiling  oil, 
nor  do  they  say  to  the  Bahmce,  't  Then,  O 
Balance,  art  the  mansion  of  truth,  thou 
wast  anciently  contrived  by  Deities.  If  I 
am  guilj^,  Q  venerably,  as  my  own  mothef , 
sink  me  down ;  but  if  innocent,  raise  me 
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aloft  in.  atf."  Neithjer  do  they  «wadtov 
poi^n;  BOf  cast  an  Idol  into  the  water; 
nor.  take  into  their  hands  the  red  hot  i^on ; 
nor  make  any  uie  of  the  seveii  leai^s^bf 
the  tremblmg  /Pippel,  or  the  aeven  blades 
of  Dhairba  grass,"*^  hut  ^y  me^iis  of.  the 
diminutive  Agnee  Mtors^  caiied  Fiatc^ 
the  two  disputants  attempt  to  convejr 
iittle.  leaden  bullets  into  one  another-s 
bowels,  or  brains.  In  the  opinion  of  some 
f^losophers,  a  worthli^s  fellow  will  con* 
tinue  to  be  as  much  a  wortiiless  fellow 
after  the  performance  of  the  Purekah  mar 
hefore;  but  in  the  opinions  of  the  pet^ 
fimners  themselves,  it  has  efficacy  to 
change  the  nature  of  guilt,  and  to  wash 
awiay  the  foulesst  spot  of  dishcmour« 


What  can  I  asiy  morei 


*  For  an  account  of  the  Indian  Ordeal,  in  which  all 

these  methods  ar^  mentioned^  see  Asiatic  Researches^ 
?ol«  ii«  . 
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LETTER  Vn. 


Seeta  ima  Zaarmilla^  Rq^ah  of  Almora  ;*  ta 
Kisheen  Neeay   Maandaara^  Zimeendar 
-  rfCumlorc* 


I  BOW  with  reverence  to  Ganesa,  and  sub^ 
xnit  the  ardent  straggles  of  my  soul  to 
the  decrees  of  friendship.  The  request  of 
Maandaara  I  am  unable  to  resist,  even 
when  his  arguments  are  too  feeble  to  make 
any  impression  on  my  mind :  though  my 
reason  is  unconvinced,  I  am  subdued  by 
my  tenderness ;  and  should  consider  my- 
self imworthy  of  the  name  of  friend,  could 
I  persist  in  tearing  myself  from  my  coun- 
tiy  at  the  moment  thai  Maandaara  iis  about 
to  be  restored  to  its  bosom.    Yes,  my 
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friend !  I  have  this  moment  received  the 
delightful  intelligence^  that  the  Firman^ 
which  restores  thee  to  thy  Zimeendary, 
hath  been  issued !  Thou  mayest  return  in 
peace  to  the 'land  ^  of 'thy 'fathers!  The 
Gods  of  Baandaresa  shall  be  raised  from 
their  hiding  places  in  the  earth,  to  be 
placed  upon  the  altars  of  hiis  son :  they 
shall  see  him  perform  tHc  rites  of  hospi- 
tality ;  spread  his  feast  for  the  poor^  and 
afford  shelter  to  the  oppressed.  The  Dai- 
vers, '  who  delight  ita  beholding  the  rewsrd 
of  virtue,  shall  hoVcr  round  your  dwkllibg. 
Seraswatee  skill  bless  your  hours  of  siudjf,' 
and  the  bees  of  Csima,  divested  of  their 
stings,  ^hhH  pay  you  the  tribute  of  pute 
and  ^nuihe  siireetness. 


,  I  have  prepaIrM  Zaainarcanda  for  receiv- 
ing yoil  as  Hitt  husband.  Her  teind  is  too 
gentle  to  require  the  harsh  resti^int  of 
stuthbrily:  let  me^  thetefbrey  conjiife'  you 
to  treat  her  with  tenderness ;  and  you  ivill 
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&  ^mi  oiFspruig  <^  afFectiba,  im  a'  daciley 
aiid  mgeBboas'  iriiiid.'  For  my  sHarc,  I 
declare 'to  y6ty  thai  >  while  I  accept,  MritU 
]^leasute»  of  yofar  inter  ioi  my  wife,'  I,  at 
^ae  damk  tilne^  miist  inibnh  you  of  my 
intention  of  acting  ia'dirciit  opposition  to 
your  advice.  From  me  she  shall  receive 
everjr  iniiu%e]ice.  If  8he  has  aiiy  udder- 
ataiiding>  'I  viQ  takd  {^eamire  iki  impnmn|( 
it:  msr  shall  I^dristad  aily' consequrac^ft 
that  cin  arise  from  dbing  so.  The  more 
I  meditate,  ihe'ihore  am  I  conVibced,  thiil^ 
to  tread  firmly  in  the  path  of  virtue,  it  U 
necessary  that  we  should  be  supported  by 
the  staff  of  knowledge.'  Igno^an^e  is'fhe 
mother  ^f  imuiy  fdlUesJ 

•   ,  J         •      C  t  'Ik  .         .  t  . 

tits  wttih  grief  tHat  I  behold  a  mind, 
^eat  and  noble  as  that  of  my  Mehd's^ 
datken^  l)y  the  clouds  of  prejudice.  Hail 
yoU)  with  me,  pai(l  hom^  to'Seraswaiee,^ 


the  satLi**enligbtieniiig  Godded  wcmkl  hxL^ 
uij^nred  yaa  with  Jdeas  more  worthy  o£ 
yourself:  yoa  would,  ndt  then  have,  attii* 
buted  a  desiri  t6.  enlairge  the  sphere;  o£ 
knowledge,  and  iau  ardent  admiration  6i 
Qxeellence,  wherevei*  fotmd*  to  the  influ-. 
enoe  of  magical  speJl%'  or  incantation. 

There  is  a  period,  beyond  which,  if  tho 
bmnan  mind  remains  bound  in  the  chains 
of  ignorance,  it  loses  the  power  of  expan- 
sion, and  considers  the  existence  of  it  in 
Others  as  the  dream  of  illusive  imagiha-^ 
tk)n. 

He  who  loosed  the  fetters  of  my  undeir-^ 
standing,  who  convinced  me,  by  the  cultirr 
vated  state  of  his  own,  how  high  the 
ipiiinds  of  mortals  might  soar-^the  enlight- 
ened Percy *-"taught  me  to  observe,  thafe 
the  negative  ignorance,  in  which  the  mind 
i&,  immei:s6d^  when  ejH:duded  frtim  com^ 
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ioierce  i«ith  the^ world/  is  of  dt  tuttul'd  'far 
leas  obduirate,  than  that  which  has  beeii 
rivetted*  by  pride  in  the  bosom  of  society. 
Such  i.  U.e  i«»o»,c  rf  She.m».L  Hi. 
mii»d  was  too  much  nan;owed,  by  its  owtt 
preju<^cia,  to  receive  a  fair  impressioB 
iroo^  new  images.  The  few  ideas  which 
had  been  put  into  it,  by  his  first  teacher, 
had  been  received  without  examination^ 
but  retained  with  the  partinacity  of  un- 
yielding pride. 

Can  Atf  be  a  proper  judge  of  the  pccu- 
Mar  customs  of  remote  nations,  who  mea^^ 
sures  every  thing  .by  the  narrow  standard 
of  his  own  prejudices?  Can  hCy  who  instead 
of  making  observations  on ;  the  variety  of 
human  character,  pronounces  sentence  of 
condedmation  on  whatever  he  does  not 
understand ;  can  he  be  qualified  for  com- 
nunicating  information  to  others?  No. 
False  and  foolish  will  ever  be  the  conclu^ 
sibns  of  presiimptuousf  ignoralice  I 
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'Ah  \  what  ia.  pattiem  might  >  Sheevmaat 
hm^  foimd  in'  the  trdvelldrs,  abd  iiie  tra^ 
v«I-writers  of  Europe !  How  many  of  these 
doieb  Ehgland  albiie,  every  ye^r,  pour  ftoai 
her  maternal  bosom !  Happy  for  S&eer<- 
maai,  if  he  Uad  followed  the  lauckble  pxi 
ample  of  iKeir  sapient  youths ;  bow  deep 
would  then' have  been  his  observations f 
how  important  his  discovenes ! 


f      •     '    '     ' 


I .    I 


I  am  unwilling  .to  speak  widi  disrespect 
of  a  Bramin :  I  view  the  ignorance  of  this 
man  witH  pity,  and  should  only  give  to  his 
prejudice  the  smile  of  contempt;  but  t 
eaniiot  perceive  his  malice  and  his  false* 
Hood,  without  feelings  of  abhorrence  and 
indignation.  Is  it  for  a  mind/  base  and 
ignoble  as  his,  to  accuse  the  ingenuous 
and  enlightened  Percy  of  falsehood  ? 


'.   I    » <  •  I 


a  that  Maandaara'  could  hstve  known 
tftat  incomparable  youth ! '  lliat  he  could 
have  listened  to  His  instfuctionb,  while 


wt 


eVery  word  he  uttered,  wis  lik6  the 
flash  of  ligHtlihtg,  'illumihdtiog  the  dark 
expanse  of  nightL  'He  irbuld.  then  have 
htca  co'nYinced,  that  a  mind,  like  his,:  was 
incapable  of  swerving  from  the  rigid  dld^ 
tates  of  tnith;  and  he  would  have  uhlfed 
with  me  in'  reprobating  every  attempt  td 
ed.liimniate  'hifc  ineiAory.  Bear 'shaQ'  h& 
ihemory  be  to  ZaaMilla,  while  th^  blood 
of'lif(itidw^  through  his  veins ;  and  who* 
ever' would  shun  noy  resentment,  must  be 
careful  how  they  siifier  th^  shadow  of  dis^ 
re^f>ect'to  pass  ovei*  the  nime  of  my  de^ 
parted  friend! 


'ft  '  .-  .      f  '  if 


t  .        . 


:  f        i 
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•  r  HAVE  just  recfeived  thd  two  coiichid- 
ing' tetters  of  that  ignorant,  ^d  deludea 
Bramin  i'  who  has  Instilled  'his '  liase  preju- 
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^msr  i&to  thei  mind  of  my  friend  Surely 
some  n^lignaht  Dewtah  must  have  blinded 
the  eyes,  and  fettered  the  understanding! 
of  thi J . i^nhappy  man;  who  could  not,' 
otherwise,  have:  been  so  grossly  deceived.- 
~What !  during  his.ten  years  abode amcmg 
Chrfsttans,  never  to  have  heard^of,  ov  scfen, 
the  Christian  Shasterl  That  Shaster^  the* 
most .  abstruse  and  difficult  doctrines  of 
which  are  so  carefully  inculcated  into  the 
tender  minds  of  youth,  that  every  boy, 
who  is  sent  to  the  University,  is  so  per- 
fe<it]y  master  of  the  subject,  as  to  be  able 
to  give  his  solemn  assent  to  the  unerring 
explanations  of  his  Church  !  That  Shas- 
ter^  of  which  the  precepts  of  Peace,  Cha- 
rity, Humility,  and  universal  Benevolence, 
form  the  basis  of  every  law,  and  direct  the 
practice  of  every  Christian  court!  That 
Shaster  I  have  studied  with  the  strictest 
attention,  and  do  solemnly  assure  you,  that 
the  virtues  I  have  enumerated  are  as  strict** 
ly  enjoined  to  the  Christians,  as  the  per* 
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fcrmance  of  Podjah  to  the  Hindoo,  or  dif 
Fast  of .  Ramossin  to  the  Mussufan^n.  The 
Mussuhnaa  ^Bsls/  aad  the  Hindoo  per^^ 
femns  Poojah,  acoordmg  to' tfadir  respective 
laws;  and  can  we;bdi^ve  that/the  Chn»» 
tian  alone  treats  uriith  codlenipt  the  autbcH 
fhy  c£:Mb  GodP        »  t  '/''■' 


r 
'.  t 


•  .Howicoidd  the  lie^lovingBraniiii  expect 
to  be  credited^,  when  he  assert^  f  hit  Christ 
tiaas  eoter  into  the  traffic  ^f  blood!  That 
these  men,  who  walk  1^  thetntle  of  5*  do-^ 
ing  to  others,  as  they  would  be  done  by 
iii  .the.  like  case,"  invade  the  countries  of 
tiie  defenceless,  and  seizing,  with  tiger-like 
ferodty,.  thair  uaofTendaag  children,  bind 
tboQi  in  the^  gatttng  chains  of  slavery,  and 
devote  tb^n,  <as  a  cruel  sacrifice,  to  the 
black  Goddess  of  aAiction !  SuMly,  such 
a.cepresentation  cannot  fail  to  appew:  Jn 
ita  true  Ught  to  everyone,  who  knows  the 
jeatousy  entertained  by  iJie  sublime  Go^^ 
vemoni  ;of  that  enlightened  nation,  for  the 
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ftiritjr  of  theit  honour i  iDOiWe  notkiioif 
ihdr  notkms  of  .moral  excellence  f6  be  s^ 
eatcM^ted^.  tbat  evienitibose  Chiefa  whom  w^ 
have  cpmtdcred  a^  bulwarlu,  lapsed  by  the 
iBhrioHadiVeeshnu,  itoi  protect  tis  froQi  the 
dbitmytHy  h^re  £diea  ishort  of  the  standanl 
of  perfection  erected  in  the.  imiiaculate 
bosoms  of  their  brethren  at  home  ?  And 
ea&,8ischimenibNe  supposed  .to  sani^tkni  the 
traffid  of  ihuriioii  misiei^B  Ah  1  >hflv  littk 
dotV  hi  kiiowlof  the  mndelvitfting.teetkuflte 
0(f  the . British  Senfiie I '         <  .  .  l, 

«•      r  ^  , 

/  '  i         .       .  i  .      .     1      I    i      •  ^  .'  M      .  .        .   ■  I  ,  '     *      ,- 

'; ;  Indeed,  all  thati  he<  says:^upon  i  the.  iteli^ 
gibiis  litesi  practisied  by  the  .Engiish.  na^ 
tion^  is  equally  faise,' and' absunl.  :13ie»r 
ts  no  i^ttch  thmg  as  anyj  iloojah  peifbrmeid 
to  bits  of  painted  paper :  neitbeii  -aici  pat* 
tfeidgesf  beld^sadredw  SVom  examinifig  their 
Shaste^y, Willi  1^  striolest  adcoraey^  |  am 
prepared  4o  assert)  that  M^/ootit^^  not'ooe 
word  whibh  codld  coikntenande  «tich  idor 
iafcry.  i  And>  whethet;  it  is  likely  that  any 
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p^a^^y^  90tw»muitedxl>y  iti  authority^ 
would  be  suffered  to  become.-^oevait^ht,  I 
shall  leave  you  to  judge,  after  informing 
ffmy  ^V  in  .l&ai^d,.  no  man  is,,  deemed 
i^^^f>^if0t  ^Ql^ng  even  tibe  mnsntit  em^ 
{ii«Oraie»l  in  tlip  efyOie^  but  Jby  t^e  pMbr^ 
miUa^  9f  m  »ct  of  the  itaost  ^solenm  devo^ 
tioiir  >4i^  ai;tiWliich  <is  only  s^  to  t&i 
pioi^^  ^  the  |>uire ;.  afid  of  \(rhidb^  «i;>pd]l^ 
tipi^ate  UQUDorthilyi  i»  declared  to-be  ia 
iMHmwil  isiii!  I  Ah !  hoinr.  puce  miist  be  the 
mor^  <Kf  au0h  a  peo^l  ;    ;  .    ^ 


.AaJtQ  wfea*  ^  a*y»pf  theiriroipilsifedu- 
^tiQ^  ]^jb9W$d  up^o^  Chmstiasi.  iKooi^H  It 
isj^uffiaepit  to  ^Mitve,;  tiiati  it  is  uttertfjT 
ni/QQ|iWtS&t,Wiitb  the  beliefxif  JkheJmim^^ 
tal^  4pd  |^K)^s$tve  improveibent  of  tfais 
^|K|Epaii  fi9Nilii  it.  is,,  hideqd^  too  $^siird  to 
st^nd,  lA  lipe^  of  jcoaiutatftotL  Whfaii  hi 
099.  jC9ikti|ie)9 .  plei  thM;  the  inen  aire  i  vais^ 
v^^ppfiou^  fi^Bia^  ati4'U]^t^  then  shall 
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1  believe^  that,  ttie  women  are  fHvolei»/ 
and  ignorant. 

r  In  regard  to  what  he  asserts^  of  the  ^f* 
ferent  Caats  into  which  the  people  are  din 
vidfidy  I  am  iiot  so  well  prepared  to  an-t 
awer  hkn.  I  only  know,  thM  nodiing 
like  it  appears  in  the  Christian  Shaster« 
The  people  cffmmfy^  and  tjhe  papte  ^  fi^ 
family  J  are  there  put  upon  a  level*;  and^  at 
the  time  it  was  "ijirritten^  It  is-  tvidtsnt  the 
people  of  style  had  h^cnerl^een  heard  of. 


Oh !  that  it  had  bt^n  permitted  me  to 
have  confuted  the  misrc^pre3entatk>ns  of 
this  wicked  Bramin,  by  the  unerring  an* 
wweis  of  eseperiehce !  O!  that'toould  hav^ 
followed  the  impulse  of  my  own  desires, 
in  the  g^rioiis  pursuit  of  ^n^isdom;  and 
traced  the  obscure  and  distant  path,  by^ 
which  Knowledge  disseminated  her  trea- 
sures over,  the  various  regions  of.  the 
earth !   Ah !  didst  thou  know  what  it  has 
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cost  me  to  reliBqiiish  this  favourite  pur*- 
siiit;  what  self-denial!  hare  been  oUiged 
to  exert,  ere  I  could  turn  niine  eyes  from 
the  enchanting  prospect  that  opened  to 
my  riewj  thou  woulcbt  esteem  this  act  of 
friendship  more,  than  if  I  had  poured  into 
tby  lap  the  accumulated  treasures  of  my 
fathers  I 

•  JHDEmag  <mce  detennined,  thou  needst 
not  fciar  that  ought  shall  have  power  to 
shake  my  resolution.  I  swear  to  thee,  by 
the  name  of  my  father,  tMt  while  Pry  ma- 
veda  U'oes^  Zsmrmiiia  mli  n&ver  forsake  her. 

I  shall  be  at  Rampore  in  the  space  of  a 
fortnight ;  there  I  shall  give,  to  the  arms 
of  my  friend,  the  lovely  and  gentle  Za* 
siarc^nda ;  and  receive  thy  sister  for  the 
partner  of  my  bosom.  After  the  perform- 
ance of  Our  nuptials,  I  shall  have  the  plea- 
sure orf  conducting  you  to  the  ancient  seat 
of  your  forefathers.     You  will  be  received 

VOL.1.  p 
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with  joy  by  all  the  Ryots,  and  Mrelcoraed 
by  every  surrotmditig  Zimeendar,  with  the 
sinceFest  satisfaction.  You  must,  after 
this,  return  with  me  to  Almora ;  and  there, 
where  every  scene  reoals  to  memory  the 
days  of  early  felicity,  we  shall  renew  the 
studies,  and  retaste  the  pleasures  of  our 
youth.  We  shall  mingle  our  tears  of  grar 
titude,  at  the  tomb  of  the  venerable  Pun- 
dit, who  first  poured  the  balm  of  instruc- 
tion into  our  young  and  tender  minds. 

In  the  fair  bosom  of  creation,  and  in 
the  gorgeously  enamelled  vault  of  heaven, 
we  shall,  together,  read  those  divine  mys- 
teries,  over  which  the  wiiddom  of  our  holy 
Bramins  has  thrown  a  veil,  that  is  impene- 
trable only  to  ignorance,*  From  these 
we  will  rise  to  the  contemplation  of  that 

*Thi3  expression  aeems  favourable  to  the  o]HiiioB 
entertained  by  some  of  our  own  writers,  that  great 
part  of  the  Mythology  of  the  H]|idoo9  is  nothing  mor^ 
than  enigmatical  representations  of  astronomical  facts. 
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OmtiMieiit  spirit,  whose  aB-nilng  power  ' 
ttdt  fiom  each- sense  Jbrigbt  emanations  Mam; 
Glows  in  the  rambow«  qparides  in  the  stieani» 
Smiles  in  the  bud,  and  gfistens  in  the  flower 

That  crowns  each  vetnal  bower;  * 
Sighs  in  the  gale,  and  warbles  in  the  throat 
Of  every  bird,  that  hails  the  blooming  firing. 
Or  tells  his  love  in  many  a  liquid  note. 
While  envious  artisb' touch  the  rivaA  string. 

Till  rdcks  and  forests  ring; 
Breathes  in  rich  fragrance  from  the  sandal  grove^ 
Or  where  the  precious  musk-deer  playful  rove : 
Ia  dulcet  juice  from  cluslfring  fruit  disHb* 
And  bunift  Mdubrionsvb.tlie  tast^  doye.* 


■  »   ; 


TVf a^  thp  soyereign  Mayaf  present  to  the 
mind  of  Maandaara,  ^n  ever-varying  assem- 

*  This  Stanza  of  the  Hynm  to  Naray^a^  by  Sir  Wil« 
liam  Jones,  is  so  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Rajah, 
that  the  translator  has  takei|  the  liberty  of  inserting  it. 

t  It  will  be  sufficient  here  to  premise,  that  the  inex- 
tricable difficulties  attending  material  eubatancesp  indue- 


170  . 

blage  of  fair  M^akH !  init  may  that  whicb 
is  dearest  t6  hit  heart,  he  the  fiie&dBhi|x 

of  ZaarmtUa.!      . . 

'      .   •      .      t      .... 

What  can  I  say  ihorel 


«d  many  of  j^-i^iMt  Hindoofi  f'  lo[  believe,  Ibtttbf 
whole  creation  was  rather  9a  tnergyt  tibap  a  w^k,  by 
which  thf^  Iiifioite  Beii^,  who  is  present  At  all  times,  in 
all  places,  exhibits  to  the  minds  of  his  creatures  a  set 
of  perceptions  like  a  wonderful  picture  or  piece  of  music^ 

"*•*'  •♦  "j*  "* 

always  varied,  yet  always  uniform';  so  that  all  bodies^ 
and  their  qualities,  etielt,  laAeed,  hi  ^visry  wis*  and  itaA. 
ful  purpose ;  but  exist  4Mily  as  fiur  as  they  are  perceived. 
This  Illusive  Operation  of  the  Deity^  the  Hipdoo  philo- 
sophers call  Maya^  or  Deception'*  See  the  Argumenl 
to  the  above  mentioned  Hymn. 


r         I 


[In  the  correspondence  of  the  Rajah 
we  here  find  a  chasm  of  several  years. 
Though  none  of  the  letters  bear  any  date, 
we  have,  from  circumstances  mentioned  in 
fhe  preceding  ones,  concluded  them  to 
hav^  been  written  toward  the  begitming  of 
the  year  1775.  Those  which  follow,  we 
presume,  Could  not  have  been  written  be- 
fore the  year  1779,  or  1780.] 
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LETTER  VIII. 

^rom  the  Rajah  Zaarmilla  to  Maandaara* 
(JVrittenfrom  Barelke.) 

May  the  powerful  Eendra  be  eVer  propi- 
tious to  the  most  benignant  of  friends; 
and  the  Goddess  Sree  j>re$erve  his  heart 
from  the  arrows  of  affliction ! 

An  opportunity  offers,  of  which  I  am 
not  slow  to  avail  myself,  of  sending  thee 
information  of  my  health  and  safety.  Had 
not  sorrow  spread  its  raven  wing  over  the 
beauties  of  every  prospect,  my  journey 
might  have  been  delightful.  But,  alas! 
to  him,  whose  heart  is  oppressed  by  recent 
calamity,  the  face  of  nature  is  veiled  in 
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darkness.  My  person  was  soon  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  scene  of  sorrow,  but  from 
it  I  could  not»  by  distance,  disengage  my 
mind  Prymaveda!  my  affectionate  and 
faithful  Prymaveda,  expiring  in  my  arms, 
was  the  picture  that  every-where  presented 
itself  to  my  eyes.  Her  last  low  and  feeble 
sighs,  were  still  the  only  sounds  which 
vibrated  upon  my.  ears»  Change  of  scene 
afforded  no  alleviation  to  my  grief,  and 
time,  whose  tongue  of  fire  deyoureth  all 
things,  appeared  tq  move  with  too  slow  a 
pace  to  leave  me  room  to  hope  much  from 
his  assistance.  One  only  source  of  conso- 
lation presented  itself  to  my  deeply  wound- 
ed mind,  it  was  the  reflection  of  having 
contributed  to  the  happiness  of  her  whose 
image  dwells  in  my  heart.  Had  I  ever 
reproved  with  harshness,  or  indulged  my 
pride  in  the  morose  exercise  of  authority, 
how  insupportable  would  be  the  bitterness 
of  my  affliction ! 
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Let  not  Maandaaf a  reproach  hU  £rieii4 
for  indulging  m  tlies^  melancholy  reflect- 
tions.  The  woman,  who  i%  attached  to 
b».  husband,  will  follow  the  spijrit  of  ber  ^ 
departed  Lord^  even  though  condemned 
to  the  regions  of  punishment;  and  shall 
my  soul  forget  her  who  w^iteth  for  me 
in  the  realms  of  d^tfa  ?  She^  £rom  whom 
sprung  my  final  deliverer  !*  She,  who  was 
the  companion  of  my  days,  the  friend  of 
my  hearty  whose  gentle  manners,  and  pru« 


*  Alluding  to  the  ceremony  of  the'Sradh^  nvfaich  the 
Hindoos  believe  it  necessary  should  be  performed  by  a 
man's  own  son,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  entrance  to  the 
legions  of  felidty;  it  is,  therefore,  by  theib  esteemed 
a  great  misfortsne  to  die  >chilcBe6».  In  the  drama  of 
Sacootab,  Dushmanta  thus  lamentft  his  hU :  ^  Ah  met 
the  darted  soub  of  my  ances^cMrs^  iidio  c\$m  ^  ^^ 
in  the  funeral  cake,  which  I  have  no  son  to  o8er«  are 
apprehensive  of  losing  their  due  honour. — My  forga- 
thers must  drink,  instead  of  a  pure  libation,  this  fioo^ 
of  tears,  the  only  offering  which  a  man,  who  dfes-dkiltf- 
lessy  can  make.''    See  Sacontala,  page  125* 
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dent  coQnseh)  smoothed  the  ragged  path 
of  life;  and  gave  value  to  every  blessing; 
Bttl^  alaa!  the  innocent  vivacity,  the  en-* 
dealing  tenderness,  which,  but  yesterday, 
were  the  delight  of  my  life,  are  now  re- 
called but  to  aggravate  my  s(H*row.  But 
why  should  I,  with  the  dart  that  rankles 
in  my  own^bosom,  wound  the  breast  of 
my  friend?  Let  me  try  to  change  the 
subject. 

At  Bissoolee,  I  was  received  by  my 
kinsman,  with  every  mark  of  kindness. 
>He  endeavoured  to  divert  my  mind  from 
the  subject  of  its  own  griefs,  by  turning 
my  attention  to  those  great  transactions, 
of  w4iich  this  country  had  lately  been  the 
seejie. 

The  first  information  that  is  given  us 
upon  any  subject,  that  is  in  its  nature  inte- 
resting, and  which  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  own  inspection,  is  so  greedily  received. 
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that  the  judgment  wc  form  upon  it  is 
equally  prompt  and  decisive.  I  have  fre- 
quently observed,  that  such  hasty  judg- 
ment is,  upon  more  full  investigation^ 
found  erroneous ;  and  here  I  had  ample 
proof  of  the  justice  of  the  observation. 

When  the  fall  of  the  Afgan  Khans  had 
taken  place,  we  rejoiced  to  hear  that  this 
beautiful,  and  fertile  province,  was  to  be 
put  under  the  administration  of  Beass 
Raye;*  that  pious  Hindoo,  who  had  shed 
so  many  tears  over  the  misfortunes  of  his 
country.  We  imagined  that  he,,  who  could 
paint  the  extortions,  and  oppressions  of 
the  Afgans,  in  such  true  and  lively  co- 
lours, must  ];iecessarily  be  possessed  of  a 
good,  and  feeling  heart.  Alas !  the  art  of 
describing  human  misery,  and  the  virtue 
of  feeling  for  it,  are  two  very  different 
things. 

*  See  the  Rohilla  History.    . 
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This  mail)  who  declaimed  so  eloquently 
against  the  rapacity  of  the  Afgans,  had  a 
heart  so  steeled  by  avarice,  as  to  be  im* 
pervious  to  every  sentiment  of  humanity* 
The  country  groaned  beneath  his  oppres- 
sions, and  his  removal  was  considered  as  a 
deliverance  from  the  pestilence. 

After  having  spent  a  week  at  Bissoolee» 
I  took  leave  of  my  kind,  but  too  officious 
kinsman,  and  proceeded  to  Barellee.  The 
approach  to  this  city,  through  lofty  rows 
of  bamboos,  which  form  a  continued  ar- 
bour, surrounded  on  every  side  by  gardens, 
flourishing  in  all  the  pride  of  beauty,  ex- 
torted my  admiration. 

I  did  not  fail  to  visit  the  tomb  of  the 
renowned  Afgan,  who  was  so  long  the 
terror,   and  the  glory  of   Kuttaher.*     I 

*  Hafiz  Rhamuty  a  Robilla  Chief,  cdebrated  for  his 
warlike  talents,  and  unpriiieipled  ambitioQ :  by  betray* 
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those  to  visit  it  atone.  There  are.  mo- 
ttieiits,  when  the  soul,  absorbed  in  its  own 
Kflections,  feels  an  elevation  which  is 
incompatible  with  any  society. 

'  The  snn  had  just  hid  the  splendottr  of 
his  beams  behind  the  hills  of  Bissooke^ 
and  night  begun  to  spread  her  dusky  cur- 
tain over  the  face  of  Bature^  when  I  ap- 
proached the  silent  scene,  where  the  tomb 
of  the  warrior  was  reared.    Of  that  ambi* 


log  the  trust  of  Us  friend,  und  usuipng  the  inheiitanct^ 
of  his  wards^  be  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  RohiUa 
goyernment ;  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cutterab, 
22d  of  April  1774.  By  those  who  ought  to  have  known 
better,  Hafiz  Rhamut  has  been  confounded  with  Hafiz, 
the  celebrated  poet  of  Shirax,  w4io  flourished  about 
four  hundif  d  years  ago.  On  coosidtiag  thfe  Parliamen- 
lary  Register,  we  find  Hafiz  Rhamut,  who  was  neither 
a  poet  nor  a  man  of  letters,  introduced,  as  **fanum8 
throughout  the  East  for  the  elegance  of  his  literature, 
and  the  spirit  of  his  poetical  comp&skiansJ^  Parlia* 
mentary  Register,  No.  76.,  pege.205i. 
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%ion,  before  the  impetuous  career  of  which, 
the  bars  of  gratitude,  and  of  justice,  had 
been  annihilated ;  that  ambition,  insatiable 
as  the  Qcean,  and  extensive  as  the  firma- 
ment  of  heaven,  what  were  now  the  limits? 
Synail  was  the  spot  which  contained  the 
mouldering  reinains  of  him,  who  had  struck 
the  princes  of  the  earth  with  terror.  I  list- 
ened— but  the  thunder  of  his  voice  was  no 
longer  to  be  heard.  I  looked — but  the 
crowds  of  Batteters,  who  were  wont  to 
pay  adulatcny  hdmage  to  his  smiles,  were 
w>  longer  to  be  seen.  The  world,  which 
had  behdid  the  Afga»  greatness  arise,  like 
a. meteor  from  the  womb  of  obscurity; 
which  had  been  dazzled  by  the  brigbt-^ 
ness  of  its  splendour,  and  astonished  by 
the. celerity  of  its  progress,  behdd,  with- 
out  rbgret,  its  utter  extinction  in  this  nar*» 
row  tomb.  I  indulged  in  these  reveries 
the  greater  part  of  the  night.  The  remain- 
der of  my  time,  at  Barellee,  was  spent  in 
making  inquiries  concerning  the  remark- 
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able  events  which  have  taken  place  in  it* 
vicinity.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation was  greater  than  I  was  aware  of. 
Every  one,  whom  I  applied  to  for  that 
purpose,  I  found  to  be  so  brimful  of  that 
part  of  the  story  which  particularly  relate 
ed  to  himself,  that  I  was  obliged  to  listed 
to  a  volume  of  uninteresting  anecdotes,  be-» 
fore  I  could  arrive  at  the  truth. 

The  ravages  committed  by  the  troops  of 
his  Highness,  after  the  battle  of  Cutte* 
rah,*  were  such  as  have  been  constantly 
practised  by  every  victorious  army ;  but 
thei  contrast  exhibited  in  the  behaviour  of 
the  English,  was  altogether  new  and  ui^ 
common :  such  as  no  Mussulman  army  has 
ever  been  known  to  practise ;  and  such  as, 
I  greatly  fear,  they  will  never  be  induced 
to  imitate. 


*  See  Rohilla  History. 
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After  having,  by  their  courage  and  su* 
perior  skill,  decided  the  event  of  the  day, 
while  those  for  whom  they  fought,  rushed 
upon  the^poil  of  the  defeated  enemy,  and, 
in  tiieir  avidity  for  plunder,  were  alike  re- 
gardless of  the  remonstrances  of  justice, 
and  the  dictates  of  humanity ;  the  gallant 
army  of  the  English,  satisfied  with  the 
glory  of  victory,  disdained  all  other  spoiL 
They  beheld,  with  indignation  and  horror^ 
the  behaviour,  of  their  allies,  and  exerted 
themselves  for  the  protection,  and  relief, 
ijf  the  unhappy  sufferers,  whom  the  suo- 
cessful  foe  had  left'destitute  of  every  othec 
resource. 

All  that  I  have  heard  in  this  place,  re^ 
kindles  in  my  bosom  the  desire  so  long 
cherished,  and  so  unwillingly  suppressed, 
of  becoming  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  a  people,  who  have  ever  been  the 
objects  of  my  affectionate  veneration.  My 
i^esolution  is  taken ;  and,  in  piu-suance  of 
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it,  as  soon  as  i  have  performed  the  act  of 
pious  ablution,  in  the  sacrdd  spdt  where 
the  two  wandering  blessings  of  Hihdostan 
unite  their  waves,  I  <shall  proceed  to  the 
English  camp.  In  listening  to  the  instruc-' 
tive  conversation  of  these  enli^itened 
men,  the  selfish  sorrows  wbkb  at  present 
occupy  my  heart,  may,  for  a  time,  be 
soothed  into  forgetfuhxess.  I  shall,  pdr- 
baps,  renew  my  acquaintance  with  the 
friends  of  Percy.  I  shall,  with  f  hem,  hav^e 
the  pleasure  of  recapitulaiting  the  virtues 
of  that  amiable  youth ;  those  virtuies,  whoso 
fragrance  perfumed  my  soul,  and  teft  an 
impression,  strong  as  the  incense  from  the 
aromatic  plant,  which  time  has  not  the 
power  to  Obliterate. 

Present  Zamarcanda  with  the  tiffActioii-' 

ate  remembrances  of  her  brother.   I  wduld 

recommend  my  son  tocher  affection,  did  I 

not  know  that  her  goodness  will  anticipate 

my  wishes«    To  you,  my  friimd*  and  to 

3 
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her,  I  trust  the  precious  deposit — the  life 
of  my  life !  And  to  Camdhaynu  my  soul  is 
expanded  in  prayers  for  your  happiness ! 


VOL.  I. 
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LETTER  IX. 


The  Same,  to  the  Same. 

From  the  King  of  worshipped  places,* 
the  renowned  Allahabad,  to  the  most 
faithful  of  friends,  Zaarmilla  sends  health 
and  prosperity.  While  the  divine  influ- 
ence of  the  sacred  stream,  into  which  I 
have  so  lately  plunged,  continues  to  re- 

*  The  Eoglish  reader  will  find  some  light  thrown^ 
upon  the  subject  of  this  letter,  by  consulting  Mr  Mau- 
rice's Indian  Antiquities,  who  having  traced  the  progress 
of  the  Ganges,  from  the  mountains  of  Thibet  to  the 
plains  of  Hindoostan,  thus  proceeds :  *^  Then  flowing  on 
through  delightful  plains,  and  diffusing  riches  and  ver- 
dure in  its  progress,  at  Allahabad  receives  a  rich  tribute 
to  its  stream,  in  the  waters  of  the  Jumoa.    If  we  maj 
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iresh  my  soul,  I  hasten  to  impart  to  thee 
the  sentiments  which  have  inspired  my 
heart.  But  how  shall  I  describe  to  you 
the  transport  with  which  I  beheld  the 
sacred  spot^  celebrated  through  all  ages! 
that  spot,  consecrated  by  the  threefold 
junction  of  the  sacred  Ganges,  the  health- 
giving  Jumna,  and  the  unseen,  but  not  less 
benignant  Serraswattee !  I  contemplated, 
with  elevated  rapture,  the  junction  of 
those  honoured  streams,  which  here  ming- 
ling  their  'sacred  waves,  diffuse  the  ex- 
hftustless  treasures  of  fertility,  and  ver- 
dure,, over  the  most  favoured  of  legions. 
From  these  blessed  emblems  of  the  mys- 


bifiew  the  Bnunias,  another  sacred  river,  called  the 
Senraswatty,  johi»  these  rivers  under  ground ;  and,  there- 
fore,  this  iqpot,  consecrated  by  the  threefold  junction  of 
their  waves,  has  e^^er  been  the  resort  of  devout  pilgrims^ 
from  every  province  of  Hindoostan,  and  is  denominat- 
ed, idribe  Ayeen  Ackbery, — The  King  of  worshipped 
Phces."    Maurice's  Indian  Antiquities,  vol.i«  p.  155. 
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tic  union  of  the  divinities,  ray  soul,  vrmpt 
in  gratitudie,  ascended  to  the  Almighty 
Creating  Power,  the  grandeur  of  whose 
works  is  only  to  be  equalled  by  his  bene* 
ficence. 

In  the  lessons  of  the  venerable  Punditi 
who  was  our  first  instructor,  and  in  the 
sublime  writings  Of  the  gieat  luminariea  of 
the  world,  we  hav^  been  taught  to  lift,  our 
hearts  to  Him,  who  alone  is  infinite  in 
power  and  goodness !  But,  das !  the  mindi 
of  all  the,  Bramins  I  have  met  with  her^ 
are  completely  engi'ossed  by  the  multipli«> 
ed^  symbols  of  his  attributes.  From  their 
company,  I  have  received  no  pleasure; 
from  their  conversation,  I  have  reaped  no 
instruction.  I  shall,  therefore,  hasten  the 
period  of  my  de)>arture,  and,  probably, 
finish  this  letter  from  Benares. 
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From  the  Queen,  of  Science,  the  favour^ 
cd  seat  of  learning,  the  celebrated  Benares, 
Zaanriilla  again  addresses  his  friend. 

Before  I  say  any  thing  of  a  place  of 
which  you  have  already  heard  so  much,  I 
shall  |>roceied  to  inform  you  of  my  visit  to 
the  £nglish  officers,  in  the  garrison  of 
Gimnaf. 

_  I 

As  I  atopt  to  take  some  refreshment,  at 
the  distance  of  a  few  coss  from  the  fort,  I 
was  iiifomi^,  hy  my  people,  that  some 
English  offiqers^  .who  had  been  out  on  a 
hunting  party,  were,  at  that  very  time,  in 
the  same  village.  I  sent  to  inform  them 
of  my  intention  (of  visiting  Cjbunat;  and, 
in  a  f^w  ]»iniiJtes,  I  wu  m  less  del^hted 


.  i 


188 


than  surprised,  to  see  Doctor  Denbeigh 
enter  the  veranda,  where  I  was  then  repos- 
ing myself.  He  saluted  me  with  that  glow 
of  kindness,  which  is  excited  in  the  bosoms 
of  the  benevolent,  by  an  unexpected  inter- 
view with  those  whom  the  hand  of  time 
seemed  to  hav«  separated  for  ever.  He 
introduced  me  to  his  companions,  the  ur- 
banity  of  whose  manners  formed  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  the  plainness  of  their  dress. 

On  my  arrival  at  Chunar,  I  found  my- 
self as  if  I  had  been  all  at  once  transported 
into  a  new  world.  Surrounded  by  the 
English  Chiefs,  whose  dress,  whose  lan- 
guage, and  whose  manners,  were  all  so 
different  from  what  I  had  ever  been  accus- 
tomed to,  I  could  scarcely  persuade  my- 
self that  I  did  not  wander  in  the  realms  of 
delusion* 

At  first,  all  Englishmen  appeared  to  me 
to  wear  the  same  aspect,  and  to  have  the 
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same  manners.  But  when  wonder  had 
isufficiently  subsided,  to  admit  of  the  calm 
accuracy  of  observation,  I  perceived  that 
every  countenance  had  a  characteristic  dis- 
tinction; a  distinction  which  extended  to 
the  tones  of  the  voice,  and  gestures  of  the 
body.  This  variety,  like  the  Raginis  which 
preside  over  music,  *  served  but  to  render 
harmcmy  more  pleasing*  The  senior  offi- 
cers ismiled  at  the  playful  vivacity  of  their 
youthful  friends,  who  frequently  ventured 
to  exert  their  wit  in  a  manner  that  could 
not  have  failed  to  excite  resentment  in 
less,  amiable  minds.  The  time  of  each 
was  spent  according  to  his  own  taste.  By 
some  it  was  employed  in  the  pursuit  of 
literature.;  and  I  am  certain  it  must  ^xalt 

*  The  RaginiSy  pr  female  passioiM^  aie  the  nymphs 
which,  according  to  the  beautiful  Allegory  of  the  Hin- 
doos,  preside  over  musical  sounds.  A  translation  of 
some  of  the  many  Dissertations  upon  this  subject,  which 
are  to  be  found.iii.the  JSthaasctit  language,  is  much  to  be 
mhed  for. 
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my  new  friends  in  the  estimation  of  Maan<^ 
daara,  when  he '  is  informed,  that  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Persian,  many  of  the 
&iglish  Chiefs  add  a  considerable  degree 
«f  information  in  the  Shanscrit  language. 
The  time  of  vacation  from  immediate  ser*- 
vice,  wasted  by  the  Mussulman  Comman- 
ders in  voluptuous  indolence,  is  spent  hy 
these  more  enlightened  men,  in  studies 
which  add  to  their  stock  of  knowfedge, 
and  do  honour  to  the  genius  of  their  coun^ 
try.  It  is  by  these  strangers  that  the 
annals  of  Hindoostan,  which  her  barbarian 
conquerors  have  sought  to  obliterate  in 
the  blood  of  her  children,  shall  be  restor- 
ed! Already  have  temples,  palaces,  and. 
cities,  which  Calli*  had  covered  with  the 
mantle  of  oblivion,  been,  by  the  indefati- 
gable researches  of  these  favourites  of  Ser- 
raswattee,  dragged  to  light. 

*  Call],  here  i^nifies  Time. 
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.  The  Pagodas,  whose  lofty  summits  had 
sustained  the  clouds,  and  palaces,  which 
had  once  spread  their  golden  fronts  to  the 
aun,  prmid  of  being  the  residence  of  the 
ancient  Rajahs  of  our  nation,  now  bow 
tiieir  time«wom  heads  to  listen  to  the 
voice  of  strangers,  and  behold  the  sacred 
characters,  inscribed  upon  their  bosoms, 
£uniliar]y  perused  by  a  people,  whose  Ba*- 
tkm  had  not  sprung  into  existence  at  the 
time  these  towering  monuments  of  Eastern 
splendour  had  comn^enced  the  progress  of 
decay ! 

I  found  great  difficulty  in  tearing  my- 
self from  the  society  of  these  gentlemen, 
from  whom  I  experienced  every  mark  of 
kix(d|ie&s  a4ad  attention^  The  pain  of  part- 
ing was,  however,  in  some  degree  allevi* 
ated,  by  the  promise  made  to  me,  by  two 
of  these  Saibs,  to  rejoin  me  at  Benares. 
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I  embarked^  for  the  first  time,  on  the 
mighty  Ganges,  and,  turning  my  ey^s  to 
take  leave  <>f  the  seat  of  hospitality,  I  was 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  citadel, 
which  seems  to  have  arisen  from  the  bed 

» 

of  Ganga:  the  piety  of  our  fathers  is  still 
legible  on  the  walls  of  this  massy  pile; 
nor  has  the  guardian  Dewtah  forsaken  her 
sacred  charge.  The  seat  of  her  residence 
remains  entire.  And  though  the  refresh- 
ing  breeze  of  morn  wafts  her  to  the  seat 
of  Science,  she  ^ails  not  to.  return  to 
Chunar,  before  the  sultry  heats  of  nocm.* 


*  The  Fort  of  Chunar  is  said  to  be  of  the  highest 
antiquity.  In  the  citadel  is  a  black  marble  slab,  on 
which  the  tutelar  Deity  of  the  place  is  traditionally  sap- 
posed,  at  aH  limeSy  to  be  seated,  except  horn  sunrise, 
until  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  she  is  8iq^)0Bed 
to.be  at  Benares ;  during  which  time,  firom  the  supersti- 
tion of  the  Hindoos,  attacks  may  be  made  iqxm  the  fort 
with  a  prospect  of  success.  See  Hodges'  Travels  in 
India,  page  56. 
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We  gently  floated  down  tbe  unruffled 
bosom  of  the  Queen  of  Rivers,  which  ex- 
pands itself  on  approaching  Benares,  and 
puts  on  an  additional  air  of  grandeur,  in 
honour,  it  would  seem,  of  this  celebrated 
city.  The  city  appears  to  have  returned 
the  compliment,  and  to  have  selected  its 
choicest  ornaments  to  deck  the  banks  of 
its  beneficent  visitor.  Numerous  and  beau- 
tiful are  the  Pagodas,  all  enriched  by  the 
piety,  and  adorned  by  the  ingenuity  of  our 
ancestors,  which  see  themselves  reflected 
in  the  mighty  stream.  Some,  in  moulder-; 
ing  ruins,  tell  of  the  injuries  they  have 
sustained,  not  only  from  the  insidious  hand, 
of  time,  but  from  the  ruthless  bigotry  of 
the  destroying  foe.  Iimumerable  Gliauts,  * 
some  of  which  are  highly  decorated,  and 
embankments,  which  exhibit  all  the  splen- 
dour  and  elegance  of  architecture,  give  ad- 

aiv??    *  Flights  of  stepB  leading  up  firom  the  river. 
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ditioiial  grace  and  beauty  to  this  most  en- 
chanting «cene. 

My  reception  from  the  Ra^ah  was  ex* 
tremcly  flattering.  You  will,  no  doubt, 
be  anxious  for  my  opinion  of  this  man, 
who  now  fills  so  important  a  station. 

There  is  no  trial  so  dangerous  to  virtue, 
4S  prosperity :  had  the  father  of  this  young 
man  continued  to  occupy  the  office  of 
Dewan  to  the  Aumeldar*  of  the  province, 
so  long  filled  by  his  grandfather,  and  he 
himself  succeeded  to  the  same  advanta- 
geous, though  subordinate  employment,  he 

*  BulwAit  Sing,  the  tatiM  of  Cheyt  Sing,  vms  tbe 
«m  of  Monserans,  a  Bramin,  who  had  keen  ftppoioted 
Dewan  (or  steward)  to  Rusbem  Ally,  then  Aumeldar 
(or  governor)  of  the  province  of  Benares ;  he  8U[qplanted 
his  master,  and  obtained  the  province  for  himself;  and 
this  was  the  ori^n  of  a  man,  called,  by  some  in  this 
country,  a  sovereign  Prince !  9ee  Broome's  Eladdatioa 
of  the  Articles  of  Inqpeachment 
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might,  perhaps,  have  conducted  Mmself 
with  temper  and  discretion :  but  the  height 
of  his  elevation  has  made  him  giddy;  he 
wishes  to  quit  the  staff  which  has  hitherto 
supported  him ;  and  by  the  assistance  of 
which  he  has  climbed  to  his  present  great^*' 
ness.  If  he  succeeds,  he  will  probably  be 
made  sensible  of  his  folly,  by  the  precipi- 
tancy of  his  falL 

Yoil  ipay  imagine  in  what  manner  this 
young  man  is  imposed  upon  by  his  people, 
when  I  tell  you,.tlmt  they  have  actually 
made  him  believe  that  the  present  Gover* 
nor-General  is  not  without  enemies,  even 
in  the  Supreme  Council !  Was  ever  any 
thipg  jnore  absurd,  thsoi  to  imagine  that 
men,  who  could  possibly  have  no  other  ^ 
motive  for  visiting  these  regions,  than  to 
promote  their  counti^'s  glory,  and  the 
happiness  of  mankind,  should  yet  become 
enemies  to  him  who  has  so  eminently  con- 
tributed to  both?    Ridiculous  idea!  What 
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is  it  but  to  imagine,  that  from  the  base 
motives  of  pers&nfil  enmity^  envy  of  supe- 
rior talents  J  or  jealousy  of  superior  pawer^ 
these  men  would  prefer  the  ruin  of  a  rival 
to  the  glory  and  preservation  of  an  em^- 
•J)ire !  How  unworthy  of  the  character  of 
Englishmen! 

I  was  much  rejoiced  at  the  arrival  of  my 
two  English  friends,  whose  chief  motive 
for  visiting  Benares  at  this  time,  was  to 
inspect  and  examine  the  astronomical  ap- 
paratus still  extant  in  the  Tower  of  the 
Stars.  Both  these  gentlemen  were  deeply 
learned  in  this  divine  science.  The  stu- 
pendous engines,  constructed  byr  the  itige- 
nuity  of  our  ancestors  for  measuring  the 
expanse  of  heaven,  and  tracing  through 
its  trackless  arch  the  path  of  its  illustrious 
inhabitants,  filled  their  minds  with  asto* 
nishment.  Alas  !  that  these  evidences  of 
the  wisdom  of  our  fathers,  should  now 
serve  to  mark  the  degeneracy  of  their 
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cbiMren !  That  science,  which  exalts  the 
jKml  to  heaven,  which  enables  it  to  perase 
tiiat  book  of  wisdom,  where  the  Supreme 
hath  written  his  attributes  in  the  most 
legible  characters ;  even  in  the  golden  orbs 
whose  distant  glories  delight  the  eye  of 
ignorance.  That  science,  so  familiar  to 
our  fathers,  is  now  almost  lost  to  their 
unenlightened  sons.  But  as  the  splendid 
luminary  of  the  sky,  when  apparently  ex- 
tinguisbed  in  darkness,  continues  still  to 
pursue  his  course,  iUuminating  with  his 
brightaiess  the  various  inhabitants  of  the 
earth ;  so  doth  the  Goddess  of  Science 
pursue  her  radiant  journey ;  and  wlien  we 
vamly  imagine  she  is  gone  for  ever,  if 
we  open  the  eyes  of  our  understanding, 
we  shall  see  her  beaming  with  redoubled 
lustre  on  the  children  of  another  hemi- 
sphere.  These  strangers  could,  at  one 
glance,  comprehend  the  use  of  those  in- 
stfuments,  which  the  Pundits  who  attend^ 
ed  us  oould  not  explain;  and  I  soon  found 


198 

that  the  knowledge  imparted  to  us  upoct 
this  subject,  by  our  reverend  teacher,  was 
but  ignorance,  compared  to  their  superior 
attainments.  Need  we  farther  proof  that 
the  spirit  of  Brahma  is  not  confined  to  any 
particular  region,  but  extendeth  over  his 
great  creation  ? 

In  the  conviction  of  this  truth,  I  have 
determined  to  devote  some  months  to  the 
cultivation  of  a  more  intimate  acquamt* 
ance  with  those^  who  are  so  well  qualified 
to  impart  the  light  of  knowledge  to  my 
mind. 

I  have  now  fulfilled  the  purpose  of  my 
journey  to^^Benares,  but  have  no  pleasure 
in  the  thoughts  of  returning  to  Almora. 
Alas !  wherefore  should  I  return  ?  The 
lamp  of  love  is  extinguished  in  my  dwell* 
ing,  and  darkness  rests  upon  my  pleasant 
bowers.  To  my  friend,  and  to  my  sister, 
I  can,  with  confidence,  entrust  the  cmly 
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treasure  that  interests  my  heart  Yes,  Za- 
marcanda,  I  know  that  thou  wilt  watch 
with  a  mother's  care  over  the  helpless  in- 
fancy of  my  child.  May  the  Gods  of  our 
nation  reward  thy  tenderness ! 


What  can  I  say  more ! 


VOL.  I. 


I  • 


^  I 
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>         LETTER  X. 


From  the  Same,  to  the  Same. 

"Whose  happiness/'  saith  the  wise  in- 
structor, "  is  equal  to  that  of  the  man  who 
hath  a  friend  to  live  with,  a  friend  to  con- 
verse with,  and  a  friend  to  embrace ;"  and 
such  happiness  it  is  now  my  destiny  to 
enjoy.  Behold  me  at  Calcutta,  under  the 
same  roof  with  the  gentle  Saib,  who  was 
the  chosen  friend  of  the  ever-lamented 
Percy ! 

Once  more  embarking  on  the  bosom  of 
the  beneficent  Ganga,  I  was  conducted  by 
the  gentle  Goddess  to  Patna,  where  the 
first  person  that  met  my  arrival  was  no 
other  than   Captain    Grey   himself.     He 
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instantly  recognized  me,  and ,  received  me 
with  the  spontaneous  glow  of  cordial  affec- 
tion. The  few  days  that  1  remained  there, 
vere  chiefly  occupied  in  viewing  that  an* 
cient  city,  which  the  residence  of  the  Eng- 
lish has  recalled  to  the  vigour  of  life.  No- 
thing has  more  forcibly  struck  my  niind^ 
in  the  whole  course  of  my  journey,  than 
the  amazing  contrast,  in  point  of  fertility 
and  cultivation,  between  the  territories  of 
the  Christian  and  Mussulman  Lords  of 
Hindoostan.  In  the  Mussulman  districts^ 
we  behold  ruined  villages,  where,  instead 
of  the  cheerful  noise  of  the  mechanic,  or 
the  mingled  hum  of  light-hearted  loqua- 
city, universal  silence  reigns ;  nor,  in  some 
once  populous  districts,  does  any  huihan 

I 

figure  meet  the  eye,  save  that  of  some 
solitaiy  Bramin,  who,  absorbed  in  con- 
templation, forsakes  the  haunts  of  men. 

The  chief  stations  of  the  English,  on 
the  contrary,  may  easily  be  traced  by  th^ 
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flourishing  state  of  the  country  which  sur^ 
rounds  them :  There,  the  peasant  throws 
the  grain  into  the  liberal  bosom  of.  the 
earth  with  cheerfulness ;  assured,  that  he 
shall  reap  the  reward  of  his  toil.  Having 
paid  his  rent,  he  knows  that  the  remain^ 
der  will  be  his  own  ;  nor  fears  that  it  will 
be  wrested  from  him  by  the  open  violence 
of  the  spoiler,  or  seized  by  the  hard  hand  of 
rapacious  avarice.  Even  when  the  hea- 
vens withheld  their  fructifying  distillations 
from  the  thirsty  earth,  and  ghastly  famine 
stalked  through  the  provinces  around,  the 
benignant  charity  of  the  English  Chiefs 
sustained  the  lives  of  thousands :  and  thou^ 
sands  more  would  have  been  saved  from 
perishing,  had  their  religious  principles 
permitted  them  to  accept  the  proffered 
bounty* 


*  The  English  reader  may  perhaps  object  to  the 
account  of  the  Rajah,  as  being  very  different  from  that 
tale  of  horrorsj  which  has  be^  so  generally  received. 


SOS 

^  The  day  after  my  arrival  at  Patba^  Cap- 
fain  Grey  received  the  agreeable  n^ws  of 
his  having  been  promoted,  by  the  Gover- 
nor-General, to  a  new  appointment)  whiob 
demanded  his  immediate  attendance  at 
Calcutta.  It  was  with  pleasure  that  I 
acpepted  his  ohllging  invitation  to  accom*- 
pany  him  thither.  Several  of  his  friends 
agreed  to  be  of  the  party.  We  proceeded 
m  Budgerows,  furnished  with  every  accom- 
modation tjiat  could  add  pleasure  to  this 
delightful  voyage. 

As  the  channel  of  the  river  enlarged^ 
my  heart  bounded  within  me  at  the  ex- 
panse of  waters  which  surrounded  m6. 
'^  Yet  what  is  this  stream,  in  all  its  ma- 
jesty/' exclaimed  I,    ^^  in  comparison  of 


Which  account  comes  nearest  to  the  truth,  those  who 
have  been  eye-witnesaes  of  the  scene  deseribed,  cso  best 
determine. 
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that  mighty  ocean,  that  fathomless  abyss^ 
which  all  these  Europeans  have  already 
passed!'*  Such  is  the  degree  of  knowledge 
to  be  acquired  in  retirement,  compared  to 
the  attainments  of  those,  whose  bosoms 
receive  the  waters  of  wisdom,  flowing 
through  the  thousand  channels  of  expe- 
rience ! 

The  novelty  of  the  picturesque  and  beaor 
tiful  scenery,  that  frequently  presented  it- 
self to  our  eyes,  produced  astonishment 
and  delight ;  but  the  uncommon  traits  of 
character,  which  I  observed  in  some  of  my 
companions,  exhibited  a  novelty  still  more 
interesting.  As  an  example,  I  shall  only 
attempt  to  describe  to  you  a  few  of  those 
features,  in  the  character  of  one  young 
officer,  from  which  you  may  form  some 
idea(  of  the  many  subjects  of  wonder  with 
which  a  stranger  is  surrounded  when  he 
eBters  into  the  society  of  Christians. 
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The  first  thing  that  attracted  my  at« 
tention  toward  this  young  man,  was  the 
beauty  of  his  countenance ;  but  the  pre* 
{possession  was  soon  done  away,  by  the 
familiarity  of  his  manners,  and  that  in* 
decorous  want  of  respect  toward  his  su- 
jperiors,  which  gave  me  inconceivable  dis- 
gust;. 'When  the  senior  Chiefs  opened 
their  lips  to  speak,  instead  of  listening,  ^n 
mute  attention,  to  the  words  of  wisdom 
which  proceeded  from  t^eir  mouths,  he 
interrupted  their  discourse  with  some  sally 
of  wit,  which  not  unfrequently  presented 
ill  they  had  said  in  so  ridiculous  a  point' 
of  view,  as  td  excite  the  laughter  of  all 
present.  Judge  how  this  shocked  and 
offended  me !  Not  a  day  passed,  in  which 
he  did  not  perform  some  wild  pranks;  in 
these,  however,  there  was  such  a  mixture 
of  pleasantry,  as  to  force  mirth  to  get  the 
better  of  anger.  On  expressing  to  Cap- 
tain Grey  my  surprise  at  the  lenity  with 
which  this  young  man  was  treated,  even 
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ky  those  who  wffer^ d  froaj  hiijj,  Jie  gave 
me  to  understand,  tha^t  th^  follifsi^  of  whicl^ 
I  complained  wer^  occa3ioned  by  a  disease; 
called^  in  their  language,  high  spirits;  a 
malady  peculiar  to  the  climates  of  Europe, 
This  information  quickly  changed  my  aver-^ 
sion  for  the  poor  ymith  into  compassion ; 
but,  surely,  if  this  disease  be  very  commpn 
in  those  climates,  it  must  be  extnemeljr 
troublesome :  how  happy  is  it,  that  it  is 
not  infectious^!  I  was  very  sorry  to  leara 
that  he  intended  being  of  our  party  tQ 
Calcutta,  and  avoided*  as  much  as  pQssi* 
ble,  having  any  communication  with  him  j 
but  my  efforts  were  vain;  his  disprd^^r 
made  him  so  restless,  that  he  never  re^ 
mained  in  one  part  of  the  Budgerow  for 
ten  minutes  at  one  time^ 

It  would  be  endless  to  repeat  all  the 
fooleries  of  this  youth,  during  our  voyage : 
I  9hall  only  mention  the  following,  which 
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will  be  sufficient  to  give  you  an  i<lea  of 
the  effects  of  high  spirits* 

It  was  on  an  evening  of  unparalleled 
beauty.  The  air,  which  had  been  just  re^ 
freshed  by  a  North-wester,*  breathed  sweet 
iragrance ;  delightful  as  the  reconciliation 
of  friends,  when  the  clouds  of  resentment 
have  been  dissipated  by  the  Sun  of  Truth. 
The  clear  blue  sky  saw  itself  reflected  on 
the  unruffled  bosom  of  the  Queen  of  Ri- 
vers. On  the  right  hand,  the  lovely  God- 
dess stretched  her  majestic  waves  to  such 
a  distance,  that  the  prominent  and  lofty 
banks  which  formed  her  western  girdle, 
appeared  to  our  view  as  a  black  line  touch- 
ing the  horizon.  At  less  than  half  a  coss 
distance  on  the  left,  a  richly  cultivated 
country  smiled  upon  us,  through  the  va- 
rious openings  of  a  Mango  grove;  which 

..    *  A  tenn  used  in  India  for  a  particular  species  of 
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frequently  intruded  upon  the  vetdant  slop^ 
to  kiss  the  tresses  of  Ganga. 

We  were' tempted  by  the  beauty  of  Ihe 
evening  to  go  on  shore,  somewhat,  sooner 
than  usual :  On  our  landing,  innumerable 
flocks  of  peacocks,  lorys,  and  other  inha*v^ 
bitants  of  the  grove,  were  in  motion,  whoj 
waving  their  resplendent  plumage  in.  the 
golden  rays  of  the  declining  sun,  gave,  an 
additional  charm  to  the  graces  of  this,  lover- 
ly landscape.* 


*  A  late  writer  (Mr  Belsham,  lo  his  Reign  of  George 
the  Third)  in  portraying  the  horrid  deeds  of  our  coun- 
trymen in  India,  and  the  calamitous  state  to  which  that 
country  was  reduced,  through  their  <4^r€Bsiohs,  thus 
expresses  faiaiself :  ''  Stiiking»  indeed,  is  th^  contrast  be- 
tw^n  the  situation  of  the  country  at  this  period*  and 
that*  which  we  were  told  it  enjoyed,  in  the  hajfpy  times 
of  the  Mogul  Government,  The  kingdom  of  Bengal, 
during  a  long  period  of  peaceful  repose,  is  described  as 
{then)  exhibiting  the  most  charming  and  picturesque 
scenery,  opening  into  extensive  glades,  coveted  witha 
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A'  walk  to  the  next  village  was  proposed, 
and  agreed  to  by  all  the  party,  excepting 
one  little  fat  man,  who  seemed,  upon  all 
occasions,  to  make  the  study  of  his  own 
ease  the  principal  object  of  his  concern; 
and  who^  extreme  selfishness  had  given 
frequent  disgust  to  all  his  fellow  voyagers. 
To  him  young  Cooper  attached  himself, 


&e  tiirf,  and  interspersed  with  woodsj  Jilled  with  a 
variety  of  birds  of  beautiful  colours  ;  among  others, 
peacocks  in  abundance,  sitting  on  the  vast  horizontal 
branches,  displayed  their  dazzling  plumes  to  the  sun/  &e. 


The  benevolent  reader  will  be  happy  to  learn  from 
the  account  of  the  Rajah,  confirmed  by  the  views  of  a 
late  ingenious  traveller  (Mr  Hodges)  that  the  race  of 
peacocks  has  not  been  utterly  exterminated  by 'the 
'cruel  rapacity  of  the  British  Governors  of  Bengal !  If 
the  misrepresentations  of  credulity  had  been  always 
restrained  to  external  objects,  their  confutation  would 
have  been  an  easy  task.  But  who  can  fdUw  the  his^ 
torian,  who  pMends  to  expose  the  secret  workings  of 
the  human  mind,  and  pursues  the  victim  of  his  prejudice 
even  to  the  .throne  of  God !  .Who>  qpeduDg  of  the  ujv- 


sio 

declarmg  that  he  could  not  think  of  Itov- 
iBg  alone,  in  a  strange  country,  so  valuai^ 
ble  a  gentleman.  Pleased  at  this  instance 
of  his  benevolence,  we  commended  his 
good  nature,  and  proceeded  on  our  walk. 

Following  the  course  of  the  transparent 
Nullah,  **  on  whose  banks  we  had  lande<^ 


fo^rtmiate  death  of  a  man^  wboae  services  had  b^n  an 
,«eiaiowledged  benefit  to  bis  country,  could  presume  to 
say,  that  ''  though  acquitted  at  the  highest  human  tri- 
bunal, he  could  not  acquit  himself,  or  hope  for  acquiit4l 
at  that  far  more  awful  tribunal  at  which  he  dreaded  to 
appear  !  **  History  of  the  Reign  of  George  the  Third, 
vol.  i.  pageS55. 

Instead  of  the  quotation  from  PersW,  we  would 
rather  conclude  such  a  sentence  with  the  lines  of  Pop^. 
Let  not  this  weak  unknowing  hand» 

Presume  thy  bolts  to  throw. 
Or  deal  damnation  o'er  the  land 
On  each  I  judge  thy  foe* 

.  ^  *  SmaU  streams. 


211 


we  soon  arrived  at  a  small  village,  most  of 
whose  peaceful  inhabitants  we  found  bu^ 
$ied  at  their  looms,  beneath  the  friendly 
shade  of  a  far  spreading  banyan.  In  one 
of  the  hundred  arbours  formed  by  the  de- 
scending branches,  sat  a  musician,  who 
softly  touched  the  chords  of  a  vena ;  to 
the  sweet  sound  of  which,  the  women  and 
children  were  listening  with  mute  atten- 
tion. 

Our  approach  presented  a  new  object  to 
their  curiosity.  The  music  had  ceased; 
but  was  renewed  at  the  request  of  Captain 
Grey,  who  entreated  we  might  give  no 
interruption,  either  to  their  labours,  ot 
amusement. 

Mean  time  the  Chief  of  the  village  drew 
near,  to  perform  the  duties  of  hospitality. 
A  young  officer,  who  saw  him  advancing, 
hastily  inquired,  in  English,  whether  we 
could  be  supplied  with  milk  from  the  vil; 
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lage  ?  "  Archa  Sahib^  tamarrow  Mulluk/** 
replied  the  villager,  making  a  profound 
reverence.  "  To-morrow  wont  do  for  us, 
friend/'  replied  the  officer,  "  we  can't  stay 
here  all  night."  And  returning  to  Captain 
Grey,  "  we  have  had  a  fruitless  errand/* 
said  he,  "  for  the  old  man  here  says,  we 
can  have  no  milk  till  to-morrow.' 


n 


The  poor  fellow,  who  had  been  greatly 
mortified  by  the  abrupt  manner  in  which 
the  gentleman  had  received  his  offered 
civilities,  now  repeated  them  to  Captain 
Grey  in  the  same  terms,  who  laughed  very 
heartily  at  his  friend,  for  suffering  the 
casual  resemblance  between  the  sound  of 
an  English  and  a  Bengal  word  to  lead  him 
into  such  a  mistake. 

Having  received  from  the  village  an  am- 
ple supply  of  the  articles  we  wanted,  we 

*  Is  not  thb  your  country? — command  in  it  what 
you  please. 
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returned,,  in  search  of  our  friends,  followed 
foy  a  train  of  villagers,  loaded  with  milk^ 
eggs,  fruit,  &c. 

We  soon  reached  the  Mango  grove,  but 
what  was  our  Surprise,  on  entering  it,  to' 
see  the  poor  fat  gentleman  straining  his 
unwieldy  limbs  to  grasp  the  trunk  of  a 
large  tree,  which  he  was  attempting  to 
climb,  as  fast  as  his  untoward  bulk  would 
permit  Panting  for  breath,  he-cast  a  loojc 
of  despair  on  young  Cooper,  who  sat  perch- 
ing on  a  bough  of  the  same  tree  above  j 
and  whose  voice  we  heard  from  a  consider- 
able distance,  vehemently  urging  his  cor- 
pulent companion  to  proceed:  "  But  twa 
or  three  feet  farther,  my  dear  sir,  and  you 
will  be  out  of  all  danger,"  cried  he..  The 
poor  gentleman  made  an  effort,  but  slipped 
back  to  the  same  situation.  ^^  One  other 
attempt,  for  heaven's  sake,  my  dear  sir," 
resumed  Cooper,  "  or  the  tiger  will  lay 
hold  of  your  poor  limbs."     "  Gracious 
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tieayen !"  cried  the  gentleman,  in  agony: 
At  these  words,  he  cast  a  glance  aroand, 
which  was  fully  descriptive  of  the  horrors 
of  his  situation.  On  perceiving  us,  he 
shouted  out,  that  Cooper  had  seen  a  tiger : 
beseeching  us,  at  the  same  time,  to  assist 
him,  and  to  take  care  of  ourselves.  Cap-' 
tain  Grey,  who  immediately  apprehended 
some  trick  of  young  Cooper,  inquired  of 
the  villagers,  whether  any  tiger  had  been 
lately  seen  in  the  neighbourhood?  and; 
being  answered  in  the  negative,  he  pre-» 
vailed  on  the  poor  gentleman  to  descend* 
On  further  investigation,  it  appeared  that 
the  young  gentleman  had  been  seized  with 
a  paroxysm  of  his  disease  in  our  absenCei 
and  that  the  story  of  the /tiger  had  been 
invented  by  him,  in  order  to  throw  his 
poor  unsuspecting  companion  into  the 
awkward  situation  in  which  we  found  him; 
and  of  which  he  produced,  next  morning, 
so  admirable  a  drawing,  as  excited  laugh* 
ter  in  all  who  saw  it :  from  me,  I  confess, 

1 


5J5 

it  extorted  an  unwilling  smile.  But  these 
Europeans  do  not  seem  to  think  the  enter- 
tainment, that  is  purchased  at  the  expence 
of  the  feelings  of  another,  is  too  dearly 
paid  fiojr* 

We  arrivied  at  Calcsutta  in  the  m^t^  fod 
went  directly  to  th^  house  of  a  friend  jof 
Captain  Grey's^  whism,  according  to  the 
lulest  of  hospitality  established  in  thif 
pl^,  we  w:ece  both  invited  to  take  up 
our  abode. 

The  Govemor-Oeaeiral  is  now  in  the 
country,  and  as  it  is  not  proper  tl^it,  I 
should  appear,  till  after  I  have  been  intro- 
duced to  him,  I  shall  have  noting  of.  any 
consequ^ce  to  write  for  some  days. 


VOL.  I. 
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It  has  always  been  my  intention  to  com« 
municate  to  you  a  faithful  copy  of  the  first 
impression  made  upon  my  mind,  by  every 
new  object  presented  to  it;  but  knowmg 
the  aptitude  of  ignorance  to  fall  into  the 
path  of  error,  I  am  not  without  apprehen- 
sions, that,  while  I  intend  to  inform,  I 
may  possibly  mislead.  This  shall  not,  how- 
ever, deter  me  from  pursuing  my  plan,  but 
only  render  me  more  careful  in  forming 
my  judgment 

Experience  has  already  taught  me,  that 
the  conclusions,  which  are  formed  with 
precipitance,  are  almost  always  retracted 
with  shame :  Thus,  for  instance,  when  I 
hear  these  Christians  introducing,  in  fami- 
liar conversation,  the  name  of  their  AU 
ff^ighty  Creator y  upon  ,the  most  trifling 
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occasions ;  Bay,  sometimes,  as  it  would  ap- 
pear, merely  to  supply  the  lack  of  matter, 
and  to  fill  the  chasms  of  conversation;  I 
can  scarcely  forbear  from  accusing  them 
of  impiety.  But  a  moment's  reflection 
convinces  me  of  the  absurdity  of  suppose 
ing  that  they,  who  boast  the  light  and  pri<- 
vileges  of  a  divine  revelation,  can  be  guilty 
of  irreverence  to  the  Supreme !  I  therefore 
conclude,  that  when  these  Christians  pro- 
nounce, with  so  much  ease,  that  Name, 
which  is  held,  by  every  pious  Hindoo,  in 
too  great  reverence  to  be  uttered,  except 
upon  the  gravest,  an.d  most  solemn  occa- 
sions; and  which  no  faithful  Mussulman 
was  ever  known  to  pronounce,  without  a< 
pause,  it  is  from  a  consciousness  of  their 
own  superior  piety,  which  they,  doubtless, 
imagine,  entitles  them  to  this  degree  of 
femiliarity  with  their  Maker. 

Another  instance  of  the  same  kind  has 
occurred  to  me, .  in  an  expression  much  in 
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use,  the  meaning  of  which,  on  applying  to 
the  Dictionary,  I  found  to  be  that  of  the 
eternal  punishment  of  the  soul  in  heU!  I 
shuddered  to  think,  how  often  I  had  heard 
this  dreadful  docrni  pronounced  by  some  of 
my  -fellow-trayeHers,  not  only  on  their  own 
souls,  but  on  that  of  many  of  their  bre<- 
thren !  but  on  more  maturely  considering 
the  matter,  I  found  it  more  agreeable  to 
the  precepts  of  their  religion,  as  well  as  to 
the  dictates  of  common  sense,  to  conclude, 
that,  in  my  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
language,  the  negative  had  escaped  me; 
and  thus  what  sounded  in  my  ears  as  the 
most  dreadful  imprecation,  was,  in  reality, 
an  ejaculation  uttered  in  the  spirit  of  that 
charity,  which  teaches  to  pray  for  their 
enemies,  ^ven  in  the  moment  of  wrath. 
Looking  upon  it  in  this  proper  light,  I  . 
could  not  but  admire  the  fervor  with  which 
I  last  night  heard  many  petitions  of  this 
kind  prefiprred  for  the  soul  of  a-  General 
Officer,^  who  had  introduced  certain  regu- 
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litkms  into  the  service,  by  which  these 
gentlemen  considered  themselves  aggriev^ 
ed.  And  I  make  no  doubt,  that  had  the 
animadversions  of  these  young  men  been 
reported  to  him,  he  would  have  had  the 
charity  to  pray  for  them  with  similar  fer* 
vencyl 


s 


"  A  GREAT  man,"  saith  he  whose  words 
are  incomparable  in  wisdom,  ^^  should  speak 
kindly,  without  meanness;  he  should  be 
valiant,  without  boasting ;  he  should  be 
generous,  shedding  his  bounty  into  the  dish 
of  the  worthy ;  he  should  be  resolute,  but 
not  rash."  This  is  the  character  of  a  great 
man !  ♦  And  such  a  one  have  I  this  day 
seen* 

« 

♦  See  Hetopades. 
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It  would  be  in^ain  to  attempt  deserflb- 
ing  to  you  my  feelings,  while  I  stood  ib 
the  presence  of  this  truly  exalted  person^ 
age/  Of  him,  who,  uniting  the  lofty  spirit 
of  the  renowned  Acbar,*  with  the  pene- 
trating and  comprehensive  genius  of  his 
still  more  renowned  minister,  has  shewn 
himself  superior  to  both,  in  schemes  of 
sound  and  extensive  policy ;  as  well  as  in 
that  pure  and  blessed  spirit  of  humanity, 
which  has  distinguished  every  act  of  his 
administration. 

The  pious  Hindoo,  no  longer  forced  to 
submit  to  laws,  that  are  repugnant  to  the 
spirit  of  his  faith;  no  longer  judged  by 


*  The  Emperor  Acbar  was  the  cotemporary  of  our 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  is  one  of  the  fevr  monarchs  on 
whose  character  posterity  can  dwell  with  feelings*  of 
respect  and  admiration,  l^he  choice  of  such  a  minister 
as  the  great  Abual  Fazel»  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  his  pene- 
tration.   Kindred  souls  naturally  discover  each  other.* 
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the  unlKiIIowed  ordinances  of  strangers^ 
beholds,  with  extatic  gratitude^  the  holy 
Shaster  *  rising;  at  the  command  of  this 
enlightened  Governor,  to  be  once  more     - 
the  standard  of  his  obedience. 

The  same  benevolence,  which  has  re- 
stored to  our  nation  the  invaluable  privi-^ 
lege  of  being  tried  by  our  own  laws,  has 
projected  the  extension  of  the  same  fa- 
vour to  the  Mahommedan  inhabitants  of  . 
Hindoostan.  A  translation  of  the  Hedaya^f 
both  into  the  Persian  and  English  Ian* 
guages,  I  am  well  assured,  is  about  to  take 
place,  and  thus  the  haughty  Mussulman 
will  receive,  from  Christian  magnanimity, 
a  degree  \)f  favour  and  protection,  which 
the  laws  of  his  Prophet  never  taught  him 
to  bestow !  Surely,  one  such  act  is  worth  a 


*  Code  of  Gentoo  Laws,  translated  by  Mr  Hallied. 
f  Commentary  on  the  Miusulman  Laws,  translated 
by  Mr  HandltOtt. 


tk^osand  of  tho^e  dkeds^  o£  heroesy  whose 
fame  is  written  m  letters  of  blood,  upoo 
the  fields  of  desolation!  Jiijsta6  £t  is  said, 
that  ^^  truth  bdxig  weighed  agaiii»t  a  tbdtt-* 
sand  Ashma*o.ed^ug^^  was  foutid  to  be  oS 
more  consequence  than  the  thousand  offer- 
ings;' 

At  the  house  of  the  Goveraor^Gelieral,  I 
W4S  introduced,  by  Captain  Grey,  to  seve* 
ral  gentlemen,  both  in  the  civil  and  msU- 
tary  departments.  They  were  all  extremely 
kind  and  obliging  to  me,  and  appeared  to 
be  no  Strangers  to  those  laws  of  hospita^ 
lity,  of  which  our  nation  has  long  consi^ 
dered  itself  as  the  exclusive  possessor. 

I  was  invited  by  the  Governoi'-General 
himself,  to  a  notch,  or,  as  they  express  it, 
a  ball;  which  was  to  be  given  in  the  even- 
ing, in  a  house  appropriated  to  that  pur- 
pose. On  inquiry,  I  found  that  the 
dancers  were  to  be  all  English  ;  a  eircum- 
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stance  tfatt  delighted  me,  as  I  have  hither- 
to had  ao  opportunity  of  sedng  any  of 
thieir  fbmates. 

.  I  waited  with  impatietice  for  the  hour 
which  WM  to  take  us  to  this  place  appoint- 
ed; bat  as  neither  Captain  Grey,  nor  any 
of  his  friends,  had  the  same  degree  of 
curiosity^  the  greater  part  of  the  company 
were  assembled  before  we  reached  the 
room.  When  we  entered  it^  amazement^ 
and  delight,  took  possession  of  my  souL 
It  is  impoi^sible  to  convey  to  you,  by 
words,  any  idea  of  the  beautiful  objects 
that  surrounded  me ;  but  you  may  judge 
of  the  transcendent  power  of  their  charms, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  they  shone  forth 
with  invincible  lustre,  in  spite  .of  the 
deformity  of  a  dress,  whicti  appears  to 
have  been  invented  by  envy,  with  an  in- 
tention of  disfiguring  the  fairest  works  of 
nature.  These  lovely  creatures,  to  the 
number  of  about  one  hundred,  were  seated 
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on  benches  in  the  European  fasfaion^^  and 
smiled,  and  talked  to  the  gentlemen,  who 
addressed  them  with  great  spirit  and  viva- 
city :  but  this  I  did  not  wonder  at ;  as  I 
had  been  told  by  Grey,  that  they  all  either 
were,  or  had  been  Dancers :  and,  you  know, 
women  of  that  profession  are  seid<MBi  at  a 
loss  for  conversation. 

The  great  man  having  entered,  afid 
received  the  compliments  of  the  company 
after  the  manner  of  his  nation,  which  con^ 
sists  of  very  little  ceremony,  the  dancing 
commenced.  But  judge  of  my  astonish* 
ment,  when  I  beheld  the  dancing  girls  led 
out — ^not  by  their  masters — but — debasing 
meanness !  each  by  an  English  Chief !  Sm* 
cere  as  my  respect  for  the  Govemor-Gene- 
rai  certainly  is,  I  could  not  restrain  my 
indignation  at  seeing  Chiefs,  and  military 
Commanders  of  high  rank  and  authority, 
thus  publicly  degrading  themselves  by 
dancing  for  his  amusement.     How.  incon* 
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sistelit,  thought  I,  is  the  conduct  of  mor- 
tals !  These  men,  who  plume  themselves 
upon  their  notions  of  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence,  submit,  without  reluctance,  to  an 
indignity,  to  which  the  Omrahs  of  the 
empire,  who,  in  the  days  of  its  greatness, 
surrounded  the  royal  Musmud,  and  pro- 
strated themselves,  to  salute  the  dust 
which  was  shaken  from  the  feet  of  roy- 
alty, would  sooner  have  died  than  have 
submitted !  Though,  on  the  part  of  the 
English  Chiefs,  it  appeared  entirely  volpn- 
toJ'y>  yet  I  thought  I  could  perceive  that 
many  of  them  felt  sufficient  repugnance  to 
this  degrading  business,  which  they  went 
through  with  that  sort  of  heroic  apathy 
and  indifference,  which  you  have  beheld 
in  a  criminal  of  our  nation  when  about  to 
be  hanged :  Indeed,  I  never  saw  a  dance 
so  very  little  amusing.  The  gestures  of 
the  women  were  as  little  graceful  as  their 
dress :  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  extreme 
beauty  of  their  countenances,  I  confess,  I 


should  soon  have  beea  tired  with  looking 
at  them. 

A  gentleman,  whom  I  had  seen  in"  the 
moraingy  told*  me,  that  his  wife  wished  to 
b€  introduced  to  me.  The  request  sur- 
prised me ;  but  as  I  knew  the  gentleman 
to  be  a  personage  of  high  rank  and  cha- 
racter, I  prepared  to  follow  him.  He  con- 
ducted me  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  rootn^ 
and  led  me  up  to  the  group  of  Bibbys, 
whom  I  had  mistaken  for  superannuated 
dancing  girls,  but  whom  I  now,  to  my  in- 
finite astonishment,  discovered  to  be  the 
wives  of  men  of  rank  and  eminence,  whose 
names,  according  to  the  custom  of  their 
country,  they  bore.  I  could  not  find  my^ 
self  in  the  presence  of  these  ladies  without 
experiencing  a  considerable  degree  of  em* 
barrassment :.  this  was  by  no  means  the 
case  with  them;  like  other  females,  they 
all.  spoke  at  once,  and  seemed  endowed 
with  much  loquacity.    They  looked  at  me 
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with  steady  CMtnLtenances,  totaUy  void  df 
that  modest  timidity,  which  is  the  most 
inestimable  gem  in  female  beauty.  That 
glare  of  colouring,  which,  at  first  sight, 
caught  my  soul  in  the  net  of  astonishmoity 
lost,  by  degrees,  its  power  of  enchantmtot. 
And  as  the  nightingale,**  after  having 
viewed  with  short-lived  rapture,  the  splen* 
ddur  of  the  gaudy  tulip,  returns  with  fresh 
delight  to  the  contemplation  of  his  belov* 
ed  rose;  so  did  my  soul,  in  the  midst  of 
this  blaze  of  western  beauty,  turn  to  the 
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remembrance  of  the  gentle  graces,  and  en- 
dearing charms  of  my  beloved  Prymaveda ! 
The  loveliness  of  eyes,  sparkling  in  beauty, 
may  attract  our  admiration,  but  the  bare 
recollection  of  those  which  beamed  with 


*  This  simile  the  Rajah  seems  to  have  borrowed  from 
the  Peiwan.  Of  all  the  poetical  fiiUes  of  the  Eas^ 
none  is  so  frsqueiitly  alluded  to»  m  the  oomposiftioiis  of 
the  Persian  writers,  as  that  irhich  supposes  the  nilgirtn^ 
gale  to  be  viokatly  euamouied  with  the  rose. 


the  softness  of  tender  affection,  is  yet  more 
precious  to  the  soul ! 

Lost  in  these  reflections^  I  becaone  in* 
sensible  to  the  scene  around  me ;  and,  in* 
commoded  by  the  extreme  heat  of  .the 
room,  I  took  the  first  opportunity  of  de^ 
parting.  The  green  horses  of  Surraya  had 
seen  me  perform  my  morning  ablutions  in 
the  sacred  stream,  before  my  friend  Grey 
returned  from  this  nocturnal  festival. 


I  KKOW  you  would  deem  it  an  unpar- 
donable neglect,  should  I  say  nothing  to 
you  pf  the  city  itself;  which,  under  the 
auBpioes  of  him  who  is  the  liberal  patron 
of  every,  useful,  and  every  elegant  art,  is 
already  become  worthy  of  being  the  capi* 
tal  of  an  empire. 
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Calcutta  presents  to  the  eye  of  a  stran- 
ger, a  spectacle,  Vlelightful  from  its  no- 
velty, and  amusing  from  the  variety  of  its 
scenes. .  This  city,  which,  so  short  a  time 
since  as  the  Subahship  of  Cossim  Ally 
Cawn,  consisted  of  nothing  more  than  a 
mean  fort,  and  a  few  surrounding  huts, 
now   sees    rows   of  magnificent  palaces, 
adorned  by  all  the  beauties  of  architecture, 
stretching  along  the  banks  of  this  favour- 
ed mouth  of  the  Ganges,  to  the  distance 
of.  several  miles.     The  extent,  and  gran- 
deur, of  the  fortress,  has  never  failed  to 
impress  the  Asiatic  beholder  with  senti- 
ments  of  awe,   ^nd  admiration;   but  all 
the  descriptions  we  have  received  tended 
rather  to  give  an  idea  of  its  strength,  than 
beauty :   It  is  pre-eminent  in  both :  and 
when  the  eye,  surveys,  even  but  a  part  of 
this  grand  and  massy  structure,  taking  in, 
at  the  same  glance,  a  view  of  the  elegant 
buildings  of  the  town,  separated  from  each 
other  by  gardens^  rich  in  vegetable  beauty ; 
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the  silver  current  of  the  river,  as  it  is  par- 
tially seen,  gliding  betwieen  the  «hips  of 
ev£ry  colour,  shape,  and  nation,  which 
Imre  wave  tlieir  various  streamers  on  its 
bosom,  it  is  impossible  for  imagination  to 
conceiv-e  a  sight  more  charming.  Add  to 
this,  the  variety  to  be  seen  in  the  streets, 
where  you  behold  a  concourse  of  people 
whose  dres«(,  complexion,  religion,  and 
manners,  all  differ  widely  from  each  other ; 
and  whose  nupibers  are  so  nearly  equalled, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  who  is  the  stran* 
ger.  All  appear  to  be  at  home.  Here  the 
holy  Fakeer,  with  no  other  dress  than  a 
piec^  of  muslin  wrapped  round  his  lean  and 
shrivelled  limbs,  walks  with  folded  arms, 
ruminating  on  some  passage  of  the  holy 
Shaster,  and  striving,  by  penance  and  mor«- 
tific^tion,  to  £Eu:ilitate  the  mom^it  of  ab- 
sorption and  unchanging  bliss.  There  the 
turbaned  Mussulman,  from  the  top  of  an 
adjoining  minoret,  adjures  the  followers  of 
Mahomet  to  attend  the  hours  of  devotion 
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in  the  holy  mosque ;  while  the  stately  At- 
menian,  the  money-changing  Jew,  and  the 
no  less  money-loving  Englishman,  mingle 
on  the  beach;  too  intent  on  their  affairs 
of  traffic,  to  listen  to  any  voice  save  that 
which  calls  to  the  temple  of  LackshmL* 

.Eurdpean  chariots,  various  in  their  form, 
aod  elegant  in  their  structure,  drawn  by 
horses  decked  in  silver-studded  hailtess, 
glide  like  metews  al^ng  the  streets ;  pass- 
ing, in  their,  corei^r,  the  country  hack^y>  t 
the  heavy  loaded,  camel,  ind  even  the  ma* 
jestic  but  uBwieidy  elephant,  who,  tura^ 
ing  up 'his  great  proboscis,  wonders  at  the 
noise  vad  bustle  which  surrounds  him. 


*  Goddess  of  Riches. 

f  SiQidl  covecedtcartSy  drawn  by  bullocks,  which  are 
ia  genei:al  used  all  over  India^ 

VOL.  I,  T, 
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Shall  Ignorance  foe  for  ever  leading 
me  into  error  ?  And  shall  experience  never 
be  able  to  defend  me  against  the  dangers 
of  misconception  and  mistake?  I  this 
morning  accompanied  Captain  Grey  into 
the  country,  in  an  open  vehicle,  called  a 
Buggy,  drawn  by  one  horse,  which  he 
himself  drove.  It  was  the  first  opportu- 
nity we  had  for  conversation,  since  the 
Governor's  notch ;  and  he  was  anxious  to 
know  my  opinion  of  it.  "  What  do  you 
think  of  the  ladies,"  'cried  he ;  "  did  you 
not  think  some  of  them  very  beautiful  ?"  I 
answered,  ^*  that  as  to  beauty,  I  must  con- 
fess, I  thought  the  ladies  had  but  a  slender 
share  in  every  respect,  bloom  only  excepted, 
compared  to  that  which  adorned  the  danc- 
ing girls ;  they,  indeed,  were  beautiful  !*' 
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"  Tis  them  I  mean,"  returned  he;  "  you  do 
not  think  I  could  expect  you  to  admke  the 
yid  painted  witches,  to  whom intro- 
duced you?"  "  1  could  never  have  thought 
of  giving  the  appellation  of  ladies  to  danc- 
ing girls,"  returned  I  gravely-  "  Dancing 
girk ! "  repeated  he,  bursting  into  a  fit  of 
laughter ;  "  Why  the  ladies,  whom  you  saw 
dance,  were,  many  of  them,  married  ladies 
of  rank  and  distinction ;  the  lovely  Mts 
*  *  *  and  her  still  more  lovely  sister,  were 
of  the  number*"  "  Is  it  possible,"  cried  I> 
"  that  men  of  rank  can  basely  contami- 

« 

nate  their  honour,  by  suffering  their  wives 
and  daughters  to  stoop  to  the  degrading 
employment  of  dancers  to  the  G.  G —  ? " 
"  Why,"  returned  Grey,  almost  suffocated 
with  laughter,  "  do  you  imagine  they 
tdance  to  please  him?"  "  Whoni  should 
you  all  dance  to  please,  but  him,"  re- 
joined I,  peevishly,  a  little  picqued  by 
the  excess  of  his  mirth.  "  Forgive  ^me, 
>dear  ZaarmiUa,^"  returned  my  companion, 


^  I  €otifeiss  notMtig  i^ould  be  more  Batural 
tiiaii  your  mistal^e :  J  certainly  oiaght  to 
have  informed  you^  that  dancing*  U  a  fa^ 
vourite  aanuseinetat  in  Eirbpe ;  it  fbiwis 
part  of  the  educMion  of  both  sexes,  aotd  to 
4ance  gracefulfy,  is  an  aceompiishinent  ^n 
which  women  are   taught  to  sjet  a  very 
high  value  i  nor  is  it  without  reason  tiiat 
it  is  thus  esteemed,  for  nothing  sets' off 
the  charms  of  d.  fine  woman  Xjo  greater 
advantage.    .  Did    you  -  not  ^  Temaric    the 
young  lady  in  the  blue  and  silver  ?''  con- 
tinued he.     "  The  elegaace  of  her  figure, 
the  gracefulness  of  all  hter  motions,  the 
animation  that  sparkled  in  her  eye;  and 
the  sensibility  that  glowed  in  her  counte- 
nance.     Never  did — ''  but  her*^  a  sudden 
Stop  was  put  to  the  harangue:   In  the 
vehemence  of  his  descriptioAj  my  friend 
had  neglected  the   management   of  thfc 
reins;   the  wheels  of  the  cm^riage  were 
intercepted  by  the  stump  of  a'  decayed 
tree,  and  the.  horse,  impatient*  of  the  inter- 


riiptiofiy  I  begito.  to  fret,  and  near,  till  the 
loire^^ffiepeod  ebairioteer,. applying  his  whip 
to.the  mnfortiwatfs  animaS^  foreed  him  to 
miUeii  jsuddda  spriog^  which  at  once  extrir 
cated  him  from  ooufimem^nt,  and  broke 
the  .earmge  to  pieces.  We  were  both 
thrown  to  a  considerable  distance,  and 
though  neither  of  us  received  any  material 
injiiry^  we  were  sufficiently  luruised  to 
niajfi€{  ua' remember  fks  ladg  il^  the  blue  and 
siher  fw- some  days  to  come.  ' 
..ii 


*  *  * 
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It  is  upon  thc^se  subjects  which  parti- 
cularly excite  toy  curiosity,  that  I  find 
it  most  difficult  to  procure  information. 
Gdplaoiii  Giey^  who  is  always  willing  to 
oUige.  me,  when  I  call  upon  him  for  in* 
structkiii,  is  naturally  of  so  silent  a  dispo- 
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sition,  that  I  feat  to  trouble  hkn  by  a  itnil- 
tiplicity  of  qutetions.  When,  happily,  he, 
of  his  own  acdorcl,  engages  itt  ic^nversation, 
be  appears  to  possess- a  mmd  ^enriched  by 
the -ore  of  knowledge,  adorned  by  the  gem 
of  taste,  and  enlightened  by  the  steady^ 

torch  of  intellect. 

"    ■•         •      •     -  * 

The  wai  io  which  his  nation  is  at.  ]Mre- 
sent  'engaged,  i$  a  subject  he  seems  psnti- 
cularly  assiduous  to  avoid :  for,  alas !  my- 
friend,  it  must  be  confessed  to  thee,  that 
these  Christians  do  not  always,  as  I  have 
hitherto  supposed,  carry  arms  only  to  re- 
dress the  wrongs  of  the  injured,  to  assert 
the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  or  to  defend 
themselves  from  the  invaders  of  their  coun- 
try ; — they  actually  make  wac.  upon  one 
another! 

'  I  have,  in  vain,  sought  in  their  Shaster 
for  some  precept  that  might  give  a  saii6* 
tion  to  this  custom,  for  some  incident,  in 
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the  fife  of  their  great  Teacher,  that  might 
afford  a  precedent  for  human  ^  butchery. 
But,  no.  Whether  I  turn  to  the  life  and 
converBation  of  the  Founder,  or  to  the  pre- 
ec^td  and  example  of  hts  first  followers, 
I  find-  but  one  spirit^-the  spirit  of  peace, 
of  love, '  the  meekness  of  chaidty,  and  the 
magnanimity  of  forgiveness.  How  then, 
•oom^  War,  that  scourge  of  mankind ! 
nurse  of  gtrilt !  and  parent  of  desolation  ! 
How  comes  it  to  be  practised  by  the  pro- 
fessors of  a  religion,  which  procljumed 
**  pea<^e  on  earth,  and  good-wili  toward  the 
children  of  men?^'  I  confess  that  this  ques- 
tion has  greatly  puzzled  me:  and  I  can 
solve  it-  in  no  other  way  than  by  suppos- 
ing, that  the  Christian  Shaster,  presented 
me  by  Percy,  is  mt  complete  ;  and  that  an 
additional  revelation  hath,  in  after  times, 
been  a^orded  to  these  Christians :  in  which 
supplement  to  the  Gospels,  it  is  ordained, 
that  when  a  sufficient  number  of  Christian 
men  are  united  together,  to  form  an  army. 
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a  hrigide^  or .  any  other  mt^ttry  di^^ 
and  are  dreqied  in  tk  parttfinhr.cplDut^.bllie 
or  scarlet^  or  a  miKture  of  bo^,  they  sht^l 
be  licenfted  to  commil  iitur(tleE^,ait  tbexjcm- 
mand,  and  by  the  authority  «f  t)i6^.  rtUgffif^ 
superiors  (provided  they  ar4^  jm  tb6  r/egnlv 
receipt  of  pay  for  so  doiiig) }  ^d  tb^t  fdl 
the  slaughter,  bloodshed,  aii4  ^VtistatioQ, 
so  commitfed  upon  their  CftritlHffl  br^kf^ 
(for  whose  salvation  they  betieve  <i.SayifMir 
to  have  descended  from  abov^,  aiid  in  wj^MMe 
society  they  hope  to .  live  for  ever,  in  jAnt 
EjngdoHi  of  Heaven)  shall  no.  lopg^:  be 
termed,  Murder ;  but  Glory ! 


**  By  whom  was^  constructed  that  jewel 
of  a  word,  that  monosyllable,.  SmtA  ?"* 

*  Heetopades. 


^9 


Ptaiae  to  .VosabiDu^ ;  fiw  tbe  Jtotl$»f ,  I  h^v^ 

Your  apprehensions  of  the  inconvenien- 
ces fai^hichifroujthink  I  w»^  be  sub- 
jected, ;  among  theael  Cli^ti9^> .  ^^  vfith- 
out/ ftiuiidation.  It  is:  ti^ue,  X  ^i^^twi^th 
manjr  thibg&.tbat.WiWld  g^oa^y  sh.pichTn^, 
did,.!.  h9t  eoiiftder,,  that  i^bati^ystrigjgr  of 

.mannfirs^  mfweU  as  of  sentim^xttSi /w;hiqb 
j»:  pkastttg.  to  th^  stt'pQrioy  idivi^}tit|»>  ppgb^ 
not  to;  be  displeaiaittg  tQ,w;  .J,:n(^yertl\el€S^ 
cannot  be  .eamlj^.  r<ifdoncili^  %9  jt^i^tij^^taqfi 
cofifkvourtng  theikih.of  sona^n^y  i^^i^pc^Ott 
and  imtiii^dn^  jmv^ 

daibjr  dacrifidsd^i  in,<»rdiBr\to,proQ»r^j»  ?ljftrt- 
hred^  ^d^  i»diegaiit:^ii^n}^t|:^^o  Jihe 

vitialedipfillates  x>f  tbQse  i^oJupt^rie^H  r .  The 
injuatiee^  door  to,  thj^tft  spuijiiaW  \%  J^Wr 
ever,  amply  r^veng^d,  by  thfi  qualities  of 
the  liquors  which  it  is  the  custom  to  swa}- 


MO 


l($w  at  the  cdnolusiim  of  thbse  erudl  feasts^; 
and  whicfa,  wben  takefn  in  great^usntitie^, 
stHotti:  fktifl  to  'perviert  the:  seliase^  and  re- 
duce the  reason  to  a  temporary  level  with 
the  victims  of  their  gluttony. 


'  In  reganti  f  o  the  ceremonies  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  of  which  yew  want  to  be 
'Ififdrmed,  I  aiti  ^orry  I  cannot  satisfy  your 
curiosity.  Were  I  usiacquainted  with  the 
lieculiar  precepts  of  their  Shaster,  I  shdidd 
be  surprised  at  the  Uttle  aj^arance  of 
devotion  that  is  to  be  observed  among 
<them ;  but,  knowing  that  it  is  expressly 
commanded  them  to  ^^  pray  in  secret/'  and 
not  appear  unto  men  to^  fast,  my  wonder  is 
changed  into  admiratiMi,  at  the  strictness 
and  punctuality  withr  which  they  adhere  to 
the  precept !  The  same  isecrecy  i$>y  iivked, 
enjoined  them  with  regard  to  their  acts  of 
charity,  but  it  must  be  confessed,  that>  in 
this  particular,  they  are  not  qui^e  so  scru- 
pulous.    '   . 
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I  yesterday  acconopanied  Captain  Grey 
to  a 'hall,  called  a  eoiiee>-liDirse,  where  it  is 
^e  '<^$tom  for  gentlemen^  to  meet  and 
converse  i  cm  business,  or  politics.  We  no 
Sooner  entered,  than  I  observed  the  eyes 
of  my^  companion  to  fix  upon  a  young  man 
of  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  years,  who 
sat  in  a '.corner  of  the  room,  apparently 
retiring  from  observation*  Melancholy  and 
dejection  Were  painted '  on  a  countenance, 
Mrhidbthe  hand  of  pature  Jiad  endowed 
w itW  ina^  ^beauty.  The  meanness^  of  hk 
iatMre 'proclaimed  him  to  be  no  favourite 
df  Ladc^hmi,^  but  his  air  jse&saed  suited 
to  a  better  garb*  Captain  Grey  took  up 
a  printed  paper,  which  lay  before  Inm,  but 
his  eyes  were  frequently  turned  toward 
the  youth,  and  hi»  misid  appealed  absorbed 
in  reflection.  A  person,  at  length,  entered, 
who  adds^seid  the  young  man  by  the  name 
of  Morton.     "Morton!"  repeated  Grey^ 

*  The  Goddess  of  Fortune. 


«4S 


abridging  totiTatd  tl^  yc^th^  Ms^  ey^s  gUst- 
enhig  with  pleasure,  and  bia  ntanly.  opuntiBt 
meace  animated  by  the  gjbow  whidi.  wMm^A 
his  bosom,  "  Morton,"^  repeated  hft  ".  was 
the  naitte  of  my  fltst  ftiend,  t»y  worthy 
tutor;  and  ereij  feature  tells  0ie>  .t]h[|irt 
yduj  sir,  must  be  his  son/'  "  The  revetefid 
Mr  Morton,  of  : — —— ,  was:  my  father," 
retunkrd  the  young  man«  *^  Tbefi  you  are 
the  sem  of  my  old  friend,''  cried  Grey,,  tak- 
hig  t&e  yobng  man  by  the  hwd,  **  and  you 
must  look  on  me  als  a  brother ;  but  this  is 
nd  piaee;"  coutihued  te,  ^^  to  have  all  my 
questioids  aasw^ed ;  you  4nust  come  hpiQte 
with' me,  and  let  me  hear  every  pwticuUr 
respecting  the  situation  of  yo^ir  faa^ily* 
and  especially  that  of  yotir.  worthy,  father, 
who,  I  h6pe,  i«  yet  atere  ?"  "  ^\9» !  no  ;** 
returned  Morton :  ^'  It  pleased  Heaven  to 
take  him  frtm  us  upwards  of  ten  months 
ago.'*  The  tear  of  filial  sensibility,  which 
trembled  in  the  eye  of  Morton,  appeared 
to  be  infectious ;  my  fiiend  Grey  seemed 
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a£raid  of  it ;  and  taking  tke  young  man  by 
the  arm,  hp  instantly  }e4-hini  to  the  house 
that  is  now  our  home. 

On  our  arrival  there,  he  engaged  the 
young  man  to  give  him  a  recital  jof  all 
that  had  befallen  his  family,  since  the 
period  in  which  he  had  been  under  the 
tuition  of  his  father.  The  relation^  was 
^hort  and  simple. 

■Km.  '  r 

His  father,  who  it  seems,  was  a  priea^  of 
ibt  order  of  Curates  (for  so,  at  my  request, 
he  wrote  the  word),  had,  in  his  pld  ,age, 
been  assailed  by  disease,  and  afflicted  by 
poverty : .  death,  at  length,  came  to  his 
release,  and  sent  him  to  obtain  the.  reward 
of  virtue  in  the  region  of  felicity. 

The  young  man,  after  this  event,  ffo- 
po&ed  to  visit  India ;  hoping  that  in  a  f  e- 
gioti,  which  since  the  fbuqdation  of  jthe 
world  has  been  poiuring  out  her  treasures 
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to  enrich  the  vari<xui  cdwintrics  *  of  the 
earth,  he  might  acquire  a  competence  for 
the  support  of  his  mother  and  sisters. 
With  the  reluctance  of  a  fond  parent, 
struggling  between  the  -dictates  of  pru- 
dence, and  the  yearnings  of  afiSection,  his 
mother  at  length  yielded  to  his  entreaty. 
She  was  the  sooner  induced  to  do  so,^  from 
the  C(»isideration  of  the  many  affluent  ieia* 
tions  she  had  in  the  capital ;  all  of  whom^ 
she  fondly  hoped,  would  strain  every  nerve 
to  promote  the  interest  of  her  son-  To  all 
these  affluent  relations,  she  wrote  in  his  be- 
half, requesting  from  them  letters  of  intro- 
duction to  some  of  the  great  Chiefs  in 
Indian  and  having  presented  him  with 
these  harbingers  of  future  fortune,  she 
suffered  him  to  depart,  loaded  with  ma- 
ternal blessings.  On  his  arrival  at  the 
capital,  which  they  call  London,  he  did 
not  fail  to  visit  those  relations  on  whom 
depended  his  prospects  of  future  felicitv. 
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Some  of  them^  having  been  tinder  pecu^ 
liar  obligations  to  bis  father,  would,  he. 
doubted  not,  rejoice  in  this  opportunity  of 
discharging  their  debt  of  gratitude;  kit  it 
unfortunately  happened,  that  he  xmver 
could  find  any  of  them  at  home. 

% 

After  repeated  disappointments,  he  wrote 
to  each'  of  them,  enclosing  his  motber'a 
letters  to  them;  and  after  many  days  of 
anxious  solicitude,  he  received  the  answersi 
of  those  on  whom  his  hopes  had  been  pan* 
cipally  placed.  They  alL  grieved  at  not 
having  it  in  their  power  to  serve  him ;  they 
could  not  but  be  sorry,  extremely  sorry, 
that  he  had  set  out  in  the  most  unlucky 
;noment  possible^  for  one  had  just  procur- 
ed an  appointment  for  the  scm  <^  his  tay-r 
lor,  and  could  not  again  trouble  his  fiiends 
in  power  with  a  similar  application.  Ano- 
ther had  lately  made  it  a  point  never  to 
solicit  any  thing  for  any  person  out  of  his 
own  family.    A  third  had  given  up,  some 
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yesm ^Oj  all  cor resposid^iicie  with  India; 
BXid  a  iburth  had  made.  atneGent  vow,  never 
ix>  pkgue  his  J  f mods  with  letters  .of  iatror 
ductioii.  Mortified)  and  diapirifaed,  with 
diese  vadous  disappoiatments/  he  W9i»  <m 
the  point  of  givii^  up ;  the,  puriuifaji  wh(W 
his  landlady,  who  had  forpfierly  lived  in  his 
father's  parah,  informed  him,  that  her 
^EaRighter's  husband  had  ^.fiiend^  who  wa» 
intimately  acquatnted  with  la  Jbutcber^  >  who 
kad  a  vote  in  a  borough,  of  which  c^ne:  oi^ 
the  Directors  of  ..that .  Company)  of  Mer- 
chants^ who  have  become  the  Sovereigi^  of 
so  great  a  part  of  India,  was  the.  r^preseiaH 
tatrre :  by  this  traia  of  interest  she  hoped 
to  do  something  for  ihim.  Thfe  good  wo-^ 
nian's  hopes,  and  honest  endeavours^  were 
not  frustrated.  Through  the  friend  of  hef 
diaughter^s  husband^  she  pisocured  forohim 
an  introductiofa  to.  the  slayer  of«cat|;le^ 
who  prevailed  whh  the.Directory  to:  favour 
the  Curate's  son  with  a  letter  of  introduce 
tion  to  one  of  the  English  Chi^i&>!at  this 
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fHam;  mdy  ^t  tbe  sm»  tiinei  gavi^  bintan 
or4er  fin-  hi$  pMSfs^g^  3»  otte  irf  tjbe  CaW" 

His  sufferings  on  the  voyage  were  many, 

but  few  »^ur  Wa»  loviiwW^*  Immedi- 
iitely  oa  bi9  nrrivftl  ^t  Ctlwttja,  lie  pre- 
sented tifce  letter,  <wi  which  w»i5  ^piuid- 
ed  all  bi^  hs^re/hofes;  bvA,  f^!  wi^t 
«ras  ins  .mortification,  tm  )>mdgt(4d,  i]»y  tbe 
gneat  man  ito  wliom  k  fms  ^ixesmd,  ikat 
it  iviat^  iQidy  one  •of  a  famulned  9fplio9iionM 
of  the  same  kitid,  the  tveotietfa  part  o£ 
whioh  it  was.titterly  impossil^le  for  faim  to 
attend  to ! 

In  a  land  of  strangers,  without  friends, 
and  without  bread,  too  niodest  to  solicit^ 
and  too  proud  to  bear  the  harshness  of 
repulse,  without  feeling  its  indignity,  is  it 
to  be  wondered  that  he  was  reduced  to 

despcmdewy? 

VOL.  I,  V       . 


It  was  at  this  period,  in  the  moment  of 
dejection  and  despair,  that  he  was  disco^ 
vered  by  the  worthy  friend  of  Percy,  iii 
whom  he  has,  indeed,  found  a  brother. 

This  incident  seems  to  hare  entirely 
banished  that  silence  and  reserve,  which 
I  have  hitherto  considered  as  natural  to 
the  temper  of  my  friend.  Roused  by  the 
ardour  of  friendship,  he  exerted,  in  its 
cause,  all  his  eloquence  and  activity ;  and, 
in  two  days,  procured  for  the  young  man 
an  appomtment,  which  will  soon  enable 
him  to  return  the  obligations  he  owes  to 
parental  tenderness,  with  the  substantial 
proofs  of  filial  affection. 


I  HAVE  for  some  days  laboured  under 
an  indisposition,  winch  has  kept  me  from 
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going  abroad.    The  most  mortifying  cir- 

# 

cumstance  attending  my  confinement,  is 
the  deprivation  of  the  pleasure  I  promis- 
ed myself,  in  accompanying  Grey  to  the 
houses  of  jsome  nohle  Saibs,  where  num- 
bers of  Bibbys  were  assembled.  By  the 
accounts  I  received  from  him,  on  his  return 
from  these  parties,  I  could  easily  perceive, 
that  the  remembrance  of  the  bruises  we 
received  in  our  fall,  had  not  been  able  to 
give  him  any  antipathy  to  the  lady  in  the 
bliie  and  silver.  As  often  as  he  was  disap- 
pointed in  his  expectations  of  seeing  her 
at  any  of  those  feasts^  the  disappointment 
was  visible  in  his  countenance,  and  he  cut 
short  all  inquiries,  by  declaring,  that  the 
visit  had  been  *very  stupid.  But  if  the 
evening  was  spent  in  her  presence,  hilarity 
smiled  in  every  feature,  and  joyfulnes? 
breamed  from  his  eyelids. 

I  longed  to  see  a  female, .  capable  of 
]piaking  so  deep  an  impression  on  a  mind 
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3o  solid ;  ami  as  ^ppu  9*  I  W9»  Mc  i»  gp 
abrogdi  I  M^pted,  with  f^^JmWh  ml  ij^ 
vitatioa  to  tb^  how^  ^  »  ffi^i  wWe 
«he^  and  wmy  otimn:  Indies,  wrr^  ^^sp^t^ 
to  ippeod  the  evening.  C^bUD  <^rf y  bsd, 
in  hi«  impatipu<^4  ord^^d  our  psjtUf  »k^ew 
2^t  so  e^ly  m  houn  1ih»t  we  were  nt  Hi^ 
frieod  s  hoisus^s  loBg  before  my  other  gu^^t 
4jppMrML  The  Indira,  ftt  Iwgth^  cm^; 
and  I  irfK^ogiibed  the  features  of  ^verid 
whow  I  bad  seen  at  the  notch :  \mt  me- 
thought  they  appeared  more  modeit^  as 
well  a»  more  beautiful,  than  when  I  mis- 
took them  fpr  dicing  .girl» ;  so  mueb  is 
our  c^inion  under  the  dominion  of  our 
imagination*  I  was  now  eager  to  lislen 
to  their  discourse^  and  delisted  in  the 
expectation  of  hearing  words  of  wisdom 
proceed  from  the  lips  of  beauty.  Wine 
might  be  the  words  they  uttered,  and 
truly  edifying  their  conversation ;  but  un- 
happily for  me,  I  wa«  too  ignorant  of  the 


tsi 


iwpioA  they  difctftse^  to  r«6eite  flouch  bet- 
nefit.  ' 


TWO'  ladies,  who  hdd  ji»t  afiinred  fiom 
fitfgUad^  Mgvbsded  tii«  grda,t«6t  tbare  of 
^  ^MOKtiM :  kiftattMfrable  qatis^ra  were 
fttt  «#  thettj  wMeh  the>y  ftfittwer^  with 
gyese  (^iektieM  «sd  yoltibilivf .    In  the 

mensem  was  tuddcr  e(  puMie  fkuxn;  bf 
Wlitdh  I  xxnAt^f^jSXxdt  histittttidiMf  skuiadff  to 
thoM  A>»H«4-I^  cAstsdAished  sit  A^^> 
where  the  renowned  Socrates,  Plato,  Zeno, 
d6c.  'vaUsAlMd.  fh^  ^($ipl«»  in  the  myfite- 
tkw  of  wisddiK  and  p\h\ot^hy.  Whatever 
^«  tb0  i^ieiKes  Uitght  srt  1^s«  flidd^m 
Mmil^fie  jF  <«f  tasf «  atid  kaiHing,  the  i»hi(i« 
ol"  thewj  ladk»  seeiiwd  to  hatv6  ae^uirad 
thfc  «H)ist  Mvefy  relish  for  thei» ;  and  the 
tAtat  df  Ve*t!*s«  (who  I  take  to  he  <wie 

<if  tl!f*  f  itedjiar  of  thdr  MstrttCtors)  was 

*  A  cdebnted  Open  Daocer. 
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never  mentioned  without  the  epithet  of 
delightful!  charming!  divine! 

It  is  not  surprising,  that  to  these  fe- 
males, so  well  instructed,  so  learned,  and 
sedate,  should  be  entrusted  the  most  im* 
portant  concerns  of  the^  state«  Such  an 
one's  having  had  an  affair^  with  a  certain 
great  man,  was  frequently  mentioned ;  but 
so  great  was  the  modesty  of  these  ladies, 
that  not  one  of  them  ever  hinted  at  having 
had  an  affair  with  any  great  man  herself. 

While  I  ^as  employed  in  listening  to 
thfs  conversation,  vay  friend  Grey  was 
too  much  occupied  with  the  young  lady, 
whose  charms  had  captivated  his  heart,  to 
pay  attention  to  any  other  object.  In 
conversing  with  her,  he  seemed  inspired 
with  unusual  eloquence ;  and  I  was  happy 
to  perceive  that  the  fair  maiden  appeared 
not  insensible  to  his  attention,  but  smiled 
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upon  him  with  aogel-like:  sweetness  .knd 
^complacency. 

I  have  already  observed  to  you,  that  no^ 
thing  can  be  more  awkward  and  ungrace* 
ful,  than  the  dress  of  these  females ;  their 
Tobes,  instead  of  falling  in  easy  and  grace* 
ful  folds  around  their  limbs,  are  extended 
on  huge  frames,  made  of  bamboo,  or  some 
similar  material,  and  gives  to  their  figure 
very  much  the  shape  of  a  Moor  Punky.* 
The  only  useful  ornament  they  have  is  a 
Choury,t  which,  instead  of  being  carried 
in  the  hands  of  their  attendants,  is  stuck 
in  the  heads  of  the  ladies,  where,  by  the 
continual  motion, .  it  is  of  great  utility  in 
driving  off  the  flies,  which  are  here  n^uch 
more  troublesome  and  offensive  than  in 
Kuttahen 

*  A  country  vessel  of  a  peculiar  construction,  used 
for  the  conveyance  of  cotton  and  oth^r  bulky  articles. 

t  A  buncb  of  feathers  used  to  drive  away  tbe  flies* 
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After  mnr  tmbtt  ^rai  spetttin  eotiviMii^ 
tion,  many  of  the  company,  sat  dirau  t<d 
j^ards :   that  which  Sheermaal  ignorantly 

mtiity^  no  other  tlnni  an  amMement^  in^ 
Totted  by  \h6  £uf opeaqof^  as  ches«  tras:  b^r 
omr  ndntoTf^  for  tiie  {NKtime  (9f  the  ri^ 
ted  fdl&  Ju^c^  tbov  whttt  de^ae  of 
eredk  is  due  to  ithe  rt^ffesetttack»ii$  of  tbM 
wio^nt  Bramn,^  when  be  ^ttrtsr^  tbat 
maxiy  6f  t\m  femakf  of  the  W6S%  fflatw 
this  pastime  the  chief  buetaetts  of  thek 
existence^  sxcrificiisg  to  it  the  dulti^  tfaey 
owe  to  society)  as  wives,  as^  ifiotheys^  iJi 
ntioHdl  and  intelKgent  creatu#esi  tScM 
skndei^r!  how  little  doi^  he  kil^d«w  of 
the  ladies  of  England ! 


I  MAVM  ohirtfed  ti<y  opporfii«ity  of  pto- 
cuFing  from  the  f^m^  friend  of  Captain 
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Qfiy,  same  degree  of  infor mation  respect- 
tog  *he  ordet  of  the  PriedthdocJ,  to  wbkh 
Mj  fatthcf^  bcloAged.  Theste  Priests,  when 
spoken  of  coUeetively,  are  called  tkd 
Church  ;  and  have  the  precedence  of  the 
Sevefefgti,  as  may  be  infected  from  the 
uMif  rtrtide  of  eij^pre^sion,  Church  and 
King. 

Fwm  the  conversation  of  Morton  and 
hif  f^icffid,  1  art!  convinced  that  to  preserve 
tlte  piiittrtiye  purity  of  their  religion,  isr 
the?  fkst  oliject  of  attention  to  the  Engliiah 
Government.  To  ascertain  the  virtues  of 
those  who  are  devoted  to  the  sacred  func- 
iSofi,  they  are  destined  to  tnwJergo  trial*  of 
Ad  c^mffldi^  kind-  Worldly  riches  and 
Ikmouri^  are  held  out,  not  as  rewards  to 
virtue,  but  tafher  as^meams  of  proving  the 
degree  of  pride,  venality,  hypocrisy,  mean- 
ness, fte.  of  the  indrvidnald ;  and  as  they 
aa*  earefolly  withheld  from  all,  who  have 
not  given  unequivocal  proofs  of  some  of 
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these  qualifications,  men  of  modest  virtue^ 
and  rigid  integrity,  run  no  rislc  of  being 
spoiled  by  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this 
wicked  world. 

By  these  humble,  and  lowly  men,  arc 
performed  all  the  most  sacred  and  impor* 
tant  duties  of  their  function.  These  in- 
struct the  ignorant,  comfort  the  afflicted, 
visit  the  sick.  It  is  the  prayers  of  these, 
which  ascend  to  the  throne  of  the  Eter^ 
nal;  and  it  is  these,  likewise,  who,  from 
their  slender  store,  impart  relief  to  the 
children  of  indigence. 

Such  were  the  duties  performed  by  the 
father  of  Mr  Morton,  who,  according  to 
Grey,  added  to  the  virtues  of  a  Christian 
priest,  the  learning  of  a  true  philosopher. 
This  excellent  man  was  never  molested  by 
the  offer  of  what  is  called  preferment y  but 
was  permitted  to  exert  his  superior  talents 
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and  Virtues,  in  a  state  of  poverty  equal  to 
that  of  the  first  teachers  of  Christianity. 

Thus  is  the  purity  of  the  Priesthood 
preserved.  The  least  worthy  of  its  mem- 
bers are  provided  for  in  this  world ;  and 
those,  whose  labours  have  been  truly  bene* 
ficial  to  mankind ;  who  have  diffused  know^ 
ledge,  by  their  writings  ;  inspired  the  love 
^f  virtue,  by  their  precepts ;  and  taught 
the  practice  of  it,  by  their  example,  are 
permitted  to  look  for  their  reward  in  the 
^BRorld  to  come ! 


*'  In  this  world,"  says  the  philosopher, 
"  the  wealthy  are  every  one,  every  where, 
and  at  all  times,  powerful  Riches  being 
the  foundation  of  preferment,  and  an  intro- 
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dtidtiov  to  the  £3iv0ur  of  the  Prmclr!.'' ^^    It 
is  Ubsv^he,  h^rtv  a.  necsesftaiy  iimi>dttcti<m 

to  the  favour  of  the  ladies. -^^.^^  ^^,;i<*.^fl*^^  ,r" 

My  poor  ffiexid  Ore3r  t etn^tned  tifiisr  morrn 
iiig^  fnm  the  hduM  whid^  i4  the  ri»dideh«e 
ef  k«s  diftrffier,  ki  a  stM^  o#  hsded^iribttble 
figitatidiv.  V^xMidn,  dis^yk^sure,  ^d  iTu* 
zf^mUMMf  were  trritf eiir  itt  mcb  leph^ 
dmfa^tdrs  on  )»i^  c^unMfiMmc^,  tih^t  they 
«cmld  iMM^ier  be  ^ofieeakd^  n&r  misMktffh 
I  ^M  dlioivTered^  tbat^  kid  tii^anii^e^  h^ 
arisen  from  that  sex,  whose  fiektelWss,  sttrf 
infidelity,  have  been  the  theme  of  the 
satirists  of  a  thousand  generations. 

-        .  ...    «^ 

'  We  are  told,  by  the  sages,  "  that  women 
have  been  at  all  times  inconstant,  even 
among  the  celestials ;  and  that  the  secu- 
rity for  their  tirfue,  is  lidther  a  precise 
bebwrioiAt,  m)Y  it  medeM  eouut^iNaiee,  but 

*  Sh6  HeWpudes. 
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4c;peiMis  »Q^}y  gn  the  wm^%  of  smitoifs/'  ♦ 

Tb«»^  Af^  woDda  of  ^1,  flowiftg  ff(m  the 

]»M^^^f  the  dfenit^ifited !    It  wgs  tipt»  \ 

fepw^yer,  011  the  fiekk»©fls  of  tiv^  s^x,  ! 

tbftt  foy^  lric»»d  iwnf  ed  f(»t%  tb^  invwtive*  \ 

of  feiswr*th;  itwss  iipoB  tb^r  nvariee^ 

iwd^MQfej^oQ. 

B^d  I  givmi  cf^dtfc  to  hia  a^iTertkms^  I 
•boi4d  HiF§  pcmf idw^ed  «11  the  you»g  Bib* 
b}^a  c^  Qfdmtt^  as  YOt^riea  ^f  JUu^bibmi ;  t 
aild  tbk»t»  with  tbem)  ''  so  nwi  i«  bwd*^ 
^0B@ie»  none  ugly,  Qon^B  virtuous,  v*U«ftt, 

The  smileiSJ  of  the  ludy  i»  the  blue  mA 
mIv^,  which  gladdwed  the  hewt  of  my 
ffi^nd,  were  not  bestowed  upon  him,  but 
upon  the  fortune,  wbicb,  by  the  mischiev- 
ous folly  of  young  Cooper,  she  wita  led  to 

*  See  Hetopadcs. 

t  Tbe  GoddcM  erf  Riehc^. 
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imagine  he  possessed.  Charmed  by  her 
affability,  and  misled  by  the  complacency 
with  which  she  received  his  attentions^ 
my  friend  assured  himself  of  having  a  place 
in  her  heart.  His  fortune  is  not  large,  but 
he  imagined  it  sufficient  to  preclude  every 
inconvenience;  and  indulged  himself  ia 
forming  the  most  enchanting  picture  of 
domestic  felicity.  He  i^ent  out  this  morn- 
ing, with  an  intention  of  imparting  his 
scheme  of  happiness  to  her  on  who^e  ap- 
probation it  was  to  depend.  He  was  cha- 
grined, at  hearing  she  was  not  at  home ; 
but.  was  met  at  the  gate,  by  the  master  of 
the  house,  who  is  brother-in-law  to  the 
lady,  and  who  politely  entreated  him  to 
return.  How  great  was  his  surprise,  on 
entering  the  apartment  to  which  he  was 
led  by  the  gentleman,  to  see  the  fair  object 
of  his  passion  seated  beside  a  rich  civilian^ 
to  whom  fortune  has  made  amends  for  the 
sparing  boons  of  nature;  and  on  whom, 
the  young  Bibby  smiled  with  the  sweetest 
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complacency.  Poor  Grey,  stunned  by  this 
appearance,  was  yet  more  embarrassed  by 
the  distant  coldness  with  which  she  re- 
turned his  salutations.  He  did  not  long 
remain  in  a  situation  so  cruelly  mortifying, 
but,  casting  a  look  of  contempt  on  his 
mistress,  hastily  withdrew. 

He  was  met,  in  the  anti-chamber,  by 
young  Cooper,  who,  reading  in  the  coun* 
tenance  of  the  rejected  lover  all  that  had 
passed,  burst  into  a  loud  laugh.  ^^  So,  she 
has  discovered  the  trick,"  cried  he ;  "I 
could  lay  a  hundred  guineas,  by  the  wo- 
ful  length  of  your  countenance,  that  she 
has  found  us  out."  Grey,  who  was  in  no 
humour  to  be  trifled  with,  quickly  put  an 
end  to  his  mirth,  and  forced  from  him  an 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  to  which 
he  alluded.  Cooper  confessed  to  him,  that 
the  very  evening  on  which  the  lady  was 
first  introduced  to  his  acquaintance,   he 
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had  m^xiAhned  bim  to  her,  a$  the  w-ortby 

Tiqmd  9t  beiDg  ihm  mn^  the  <liipe  af 
the  jmBQh'wvcm  tricjc  of  »  boy,  mid  the 
9Cora  of  nn  funtHtioas  wQnmn^  he  rail^  i^t 
the  whole  sex,  without  comiidefing^  th^ 
disappointment  is,  most  frequently,  the 
"  fruit  of  the  tree  of  our  own  planting." 
Ifo  knew  iwt  the  character  of  this  dmml 

m 

T--but  §he'w«  bewtiful;  ajid  he  ^^wr^ed 
himself,  it  murt  be  extoellent !  He  fcoew 
tot  fjom  whom  her  miud  had  received  the 
light  pf  iMtruction— but  she  daqced  grace- 
fully; and  he  gave  her  credit  for  every 
accompli^hmeot.  She  smiled  upo»  him— 
wd  was  it  poi»sible  to  doubt  her  dinceirii* 
ment?  The  qualities,  which  alone  consti- 
tute the  affeetiouftte  wife,  the  fiullatful 
friend,  the  tender  mi3*her,  were  the  spaa- 
taneous  oi&pring  of  hii^  own  impft^sioii^ 
fancy.  Born  of  error,  how  could  they  be 
expected  to  live  to  maturity  ? 


This  affair  has  given  me  much  pain,  on 
account  of  the  wound  it  has  inflicted  on 
the  feelings  of  my  friend;  and,  for  my 
own  part,  I  grieve  to  find  that  these  lovely 
females  of  England,  are  not  totally  free 
from  imperfection. 

Having  Junt  had  notiet  of  an  opportu- 
nity of  dispatching  this  packet,  I  hastily 
bring  it  to  a  conclusion. 

May  the  eirors  o€  ot}ver»  teadi  njs  wis- 
iom ;  Wfd,  whfle  the  waters  tsiS  erpevienee 
ftyw  tlnougfa  our  hearts,  may  thef  fructify 
mnI  etirich  the  soil !  The  blessing  of  tliy 
lather  rest  iip<m  thee. 

What  €d»^  I  My  more  ? 


vox.  I* 


^    I 


fi64b 


LETTER  XI. 


From  the  Same  to  the  Sam£. 

Since  I  last  held  the  reed  that  is  dedi- 
cated to  friendship,  'my  soul  has  been  toss- 
ed in  the  whirlwind  of -.conflicting  passions. 
My  desires  have  been  at  variance  with  each 
other.  Friendship  calk  nie  to  AllnQ^^ 
while  the  insatiable  thirst  ofxuriosity,  the 
love  of  knowledge,  and  of  novelty,  all 
unite  in  prompting  me  to  the  hazardous 
undertaking  of  an  European  voyage. 

Full  of  dangers  and  of  difficulties  as  this 
step  may  appear  to  you,  no  obstacle  pre- 
sents itself  to  my  view,  half  so  formidable 
as  thy  disapprobation.     But  why  should 


365 


a  difference  of  opinion,  between  men  of 
sound  principles,  cause  a  breach  of  friend*- 
ship?  ^^  The  stalk  of  the  Lotus  may  be  broken, 
and  the  Jibres  renmn  connected;''  and  are 
not  the  fibres  of  affection,  that  unite  our 
hearts,  of  a  still  stronger  texture  ? 

Let  not  the  length  of  the  voyage,  or  the 
consideration  of  its  dangers,  give  any  un- 
easiness to  the  breast  of  my  friend;  for 
**  what  is  too  great  a  load  for  those  who 
have  strength?  What  is  distance,  to  the 
indefatigable  ?  What  is  a  foreign  country, 
to  those  who  have  science?  Who  is  a 
stranger,  to  those  who  have,  the  habit  of 
speaking  kindly  ? "  *    " 

.Every  thing  I  have  seen,  every  thing  I 
have  heard,  since  I  have  been  in  this  place, 
has  tended  to  create  doubt,  and  aggravate 

curiosity.     My  opinion  of  the  morals  and 

■ 

*  Sec  Hetopades/page  93. 


msmmtts  of  Cbi^isl^^iii^^  formed:  upon  the 
pr/ecepts  contained  in  thek  Sbaster,  bdi 
b#^  frequeatly  staggered  by  the  cbs&mr 
ik)^  of  pra^ctic^^  iaccmaifttoit  mth  its  sk»f 
f4iicUy ;  und  the  ki¥»wledgie  of  actknus,  kt 
reconcilable  to  the  t^Mr  of  ita  pnscepte.   . 

It  is  tr»e,  these  instaniies  ^^re  ooifc  uni- 
vers^^l ;  and  that  by  f js^r  the  gri^ater  Quxnhei^ 
of  those  with  whom  I  converse,  «Fe  mca 
who,  though  tibey  have  not  the  word*  of 
their  Sh^$ter  often  in  their  mouths,  sami 
to  hiLV^  iaihib^d  a  part  of  its  spirit  in  tlieir 
hearts..  Indeed,  the  extrenie  deltcftey  clkr 
fy^rved  by  the  Christians  q§  thif  plsMX^  ia 
regard  to  the  expression  of  religion  aesti* 
ment,  is  so  universal,  that  I  do  not  wonder 
that  to  such  a  superficial  observer  ^  Sheer- 
maal,  it  should  have  appeared  doubtful 
whether  they  reatly  had  any  religkNOL  lut  alJl 

•  This  amiable  modesty,  which,  no  doubt, 
originates  in  that  respect  for  the  opinions 
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of  ilwr  Mussulman  and  Hindeo  firieods, 
wUtth  renders  tlttm  anxious  not  tx>  faiurt 
their  fed&igs  by  an  opposttion  of  senti* 
fluent,  is  carried  to  such  a  length,  that 
they  wiio  generously  extol  the  wisdom  of 
SSomaster;  the  moraiity  of  the  Koran,  and 
the  sublimity  of  the  Veda,  make  no  more 
mention  of  the  energetic  eloquence  of 
Paul,  or  the  beautiful  simplicity  of  the 
Goepds,  tlian  if  they  were  actually  igno- 
irant  of  both ! 

B»t  to  return  to  the  more  immediate 
aubjeet  of  this  letter.  I  have  not  deter* 
mined  on  the  important  step  I  am  about 
to  take,  without  weighing  well  all  the 
argisraioits  whieh  I  thought  yon  could 
adduce  against  it. 

« •  * 

The  loBs  of.  Cast,  which  to  you  appears 
so  fbrmidable,  has^  I  con-Pess,  to  me  lost 
many  of  its  terrors.  I  have  made  it  the 
endeavour  of  my  life,,  to  act  in  the  manner 
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that  to  me  appeared  most  conformal^fe  to 
the'  will  of  the  omniscient  Spirit,  thei  eter- 
nal Brahma,  and,  "JETe,"  saith- Krishna,  '^  he 
is  my  serxfantj  he  is^  dear  to  me,  who  is  free 
from  enmity  ;  merafuV;  mid  ^exempt  from 
pride  and  selfishness :  who  is  the  same  in  pain 
and  in  pleasure  ;  patient  of  wrongs  ;  content^ 
ed;  and  whose  mind  isfxed  on  me  alane,^* 

Gan  this  Being,  whose  animating  apifit 
is  spread  abroad  over  the  whole  utiiverse ! 
can  he  behold  with  displeasure,  the  attempt 
of  any  of  his  creatures,  to  explore  the  va- 
ried forms  of  being  which  partake  of  his 
essence  ?  Doth  not  this  all-pervading,  life- 
giving  soiil  of  universal  nature,  reside'in  the 
piercing  regions  of  the  north,  as  well  as  in 
those  which  are  favoured  witli  the  smiles  of 
Surraya  ?  And  doth  not  the  knowledge  of 
his  truth  exalt  the  children  of  Brahma  more 
than  the  descent  of  a  thousand' A vatofs  ? 

*  See  Bfaagvat  Geeta. 
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Let,  then,  M aandaara  rest  assured,  that 
in  quitting,  for  a  season,  the  favoured  land 
-of  Hindoostan,  Zaarmilla  doth  nothing 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  religion :  and 
as  for  the  censuxes  of  the  bigotted'andilli- 
beral,  I  regard  them  not^  "  He,"  saith  the 
Prince  of  Goverdhan,  "  is  my  beloved,  of 
whom  mankind  is  not  afraid,  and  who  is 
not  afraid  of  mankind :  who  is  unsolicitous 
about  events,  and  to  whom  praise  and 
blame  are  as  one.''* 

> 

But,  in  truth,  from  the  Bramins  I  have 
little  to  apprehend.  I  have  given  orders, 
that  the  gifts  I  have  so  liberally  bestowed, 
may  be  continued ;  so  that  the  accusto- 
mary  Poojah'  may  be  regularly  performed 
in  my  absence :  and  I  have  sent  them 
such  reasons  for  my  departure,  as,  I  make 
no  doubt,  will  perfectly  satisfy  them. 

*  See  Mafahabbaral:. 
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It  ii»  thou,  Maandaara,  it  is  thou,  that 
art  entrusted  with  the  hope  of  Zaarmillafs 
)»art.  My  son  !  the  tender  ptedge  of  the 
love  of  Prytnavcda,  I  confide  to  thy  care ; 
my  confidence  is  in  thy  yirtue,  and  in  the 
tender  afif^ction  of  my  sister.  I  was  a 
father  to  her  tender  ytaats,  shall  she  not  be 
a  mother  to  those  of  my  child? 

May  the  Ruler  of  the  Devas  keep  thee 
from  evil !  May  Vreheshpatee  watch  oret 
thy  dwelling,  and  the  bountiful  Lackshmi 
load  thee  with  her  blessings. 

Whad;  can  I  assy  more? 


END  OF  THB  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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LETTER  XI. 

JFhm  the  Ri0ah  SCaavnilla,  to  Maandaara. 

Praise  to  Varuna!  under  the  guidance 
0f .  irhose  potent  arm,  behold  thy  friend, 
surrounded  by  the  bilbws  of  the  mighty 
ocean. 

The  most  -sublime  objects  alone  present 
tiiemselves  to  my  view.  Abwe  is  the 
azure  canopy  of  heaven,  in  which  ^^  the 
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gold-crowned  Sultan  of  the  firmament  ad- 
vances the  standard  of  his  brightness ;"  and 
without  rival  or  competitor,  enjoys  the  soli- 
tary grandeur  of  imperial  state.  Below  is 
the  boundless  expanse  of  waters,  the  con- 
gregated waves  of  which,  like  the  chiefs  of 
some  great  republic,  alternately  rise  into 
the  majesty  of  power,  and  retire  into  the 
peace  of  obscurity. 

From  the  benevolence  and  friendship  of 
Captain  Grey,.  I  received  ©very  assistance 
in  preparing  for  my  voyage,  and  procured 
every  necessary  that  »could  tend  to  its  com- 
fort. I  have  also  from  him  letters  of  intro- 
duction to  his  friends,  with  a  sketch  of  the 
character  of  each ;  so  that  I  shall  have  the 
advantage  of  a  ^ort  of  pre-acquaintance  in 
a  land  of  strangers.  From  Morton,  I  have 
received  letters  for  his  mother,  and  sisters^ 
accompanied  by  some  valuable  presents 
which  the  generous  hand  of  Grey  enabled 
iiim  to  procure  for  them. 


Hiis  young  man  has  made  a  rapid  pro- 
gress in  my  esteem  :  his  mind  seems  formed 
for  the  residence  of  virtue;  nor  is  there  any 
reason  to  appreh(?nd  that  the  headstrong 
passions  of  youth  will  ever  be.able  to  drive 
her  from  her  seat. 

I  have  not  forgotten  the  sister  of  my 
friend^  the  long  lamented  Percy.  For  her 
I  have  made  a  selection  of  whatever  I 
thought  could  be  acceptable:  and  the  idea 
of  presenting  it  in  person,  affords  great  de-: 
light  to  my  mind. — ^Jeo-doss,  to  whom,  as 
well  as  to  my  other  servants,  I  gave  the 
liberty  of  returning  to  Kuttaher,  so  ear- 
nestly-entreated for  leave  to  accompany  me, 
that  I  consented;  and  also,  at  their  own  de- 
sire, have  kept  two  more  of  my  own  people, 
all  of  whose  services  I  find  very  useful  to 
me  in  this  floating  castle ;  where,  in  spite 
of  every  precaution,  I  confess,  many  things 
occur,  disgusting  to  delicacy,  and  abhorrent 
to  the  nice  feelings  of  propriety. 


I  was  accompanied  to  the  ship  hy  Grey, 
Morton^  and  some  other  friends^  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  particular 
kindness  to  me.  Even  Cooper,  wild  a:nd 
eccentric  as  he  is,  would  not  suffer  me  to 
depart  without  some  token  of  his  kindnessl 
He  brought  me  a  cap  lined  with  the  finest 
fur,  which  he  told  me  would  be  of  service 
in  the  cold  ciUmate  I  was  about  to  en^ 
counter. 

The  pang  of  regret  penetrated  my  hearty 
when  I  bade  the  last  farewell  to  these  ami- 
able  friends ;  but  when  the  shipVas  put  ia 
motion,  and  I  saw  those  blest  shores,  ^Hhe 
favoured  seats  of  the  Gods  of  India,"*  recede 
from  my  sight,  my  heart  grew  feint  within 
me,  and  all  my  philosophy  was  insufficient 
to  re-invigorate  my  sinking  courage. 

Sickness  in  a  short  time  took  from  mc 
the  power  of  thinking.  I  have  suffered 
under  it  so  severely,  that  I  have  hitherto 
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been  unable  to  enjoy  tbe  society  of  my  fel- 
low passengers,  the  female  part  of  whom 
are  still  confined  to  their  apartments,  by 
the  cruel  effects  of  this  sea  nausea,  the  most 
intolerable  of  all  diseases !  Upon  the  quar- 
/ter^^^eck  I  bavie  met  thie  husband  of  one  of 

these  kdids,  who  was  :  of ^— , 

id' which 'Stktion  be  acquired  a  fortune, 
whidi,:  thdiigh  not  the  tenth  of  the  su^i 
tfaata'MttSJ3ulipA|i  Dewan  Mrould  have  ac- 
quired, will,  I  am  told,  be  sufficient  to  give 
him  distinction  in  his  own  country.  The 
com^nander  of  the  sbip,  though  among  h^s 
men  lie'  appears  like,  a  Uon  of  tbe  forest,  is 
to  b|s  ^passengers  gentrle  as  the  deer  of  the 
mouatdin:  ;  I  havf  already  been  much  in- 
dkhXed.  to :  hi&  politeness  and  civiUty.  I 
have  the  same  acknowledgment  to  make 
to  the  surgeon^  a:y6ungman,  whose  quick 
And  peiietrating  eye  gives  the  promise  of 
genms,  and  discernment. 


Time,  that  great  Physician,  having  in 
some .  degree  reconciled  our  stomachs  to 
the  motion  of  the  vessel^  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  introduced  to  the  fidr 
companions  of  our  voyage ;  who  are  tfafee 
in  number.      - 

The  first,  is  the  wife  of  the  De wan ;  her 
features  are  regular,  but  so  insipid,  that  I 
should  not  fail  to  pronounce  her  equally 
void  of  sense  and  feeling,  was  it  not  for  the 
unlimited  affection  she  evinces  towards?  the 
animal  creation,  which  she  carries  to  as  ex- 
alted a  height  as  any  hermit  of  Cummow. 
Surrounded  by  Parrots,  Lorys,  Macckws, 
small  Dogs,  Persian  Cats,  and  Monkeys 
of  every  description,  she  seems  attracted 
towards  them  by  a  mysterious  sympathy; 


while,  if  her  languid  eyes  are  cast  towards 
any  of  the  company,  it  is  only  to  express 
the  language  of  disdain. 

Notwithstanding  my  admiration  of  this 
amiable  protectress  of  the  brute  creation,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  a  superior  degree  of 
pleasure,  in  contemplating  the  unaffected 
charms,  and  unassuming  loveliness  of  a 
young  widow ;  the  beauty  of  whose  coun- 
tenance is  shaded,  though  not  concealed, 
by  the  veil  of  sorrow,  Whifet  bestowing 
on  her  fatherless  babes  the  soft  caresses  of 
maternal  tenderness^  I  have  observed  the 
tear  which  glistened  on  the  silken  fringe  of 
her  fine  black  eyes,  mingled  with  the  smiles 
of  tender  complacency. 

Betwixt  this  lady  and  her  husband,  at  an 
early  period  of  life,  a  mutual  attachment 
had  taken  place.  Prudence  could  not  at 
that  time  sanction  their  union:  for  in  a 
country  where  luxury  has  fixed  her  resi^ 
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dence,  it  becomes  diffiouU  tq  procure  th(e 
necessaries  of  exi^tence^  md  without  the^e^ 
how  would  a  man .  sinswer  the  calls  of  av 
infant  family  ?  The  affection  of  these  lovers, 
at  length,  triumphed  over  every  difficulty ; 
the  gentleman  went  tp  India,  where,  iv 
process  of  time,  he  was  promoted  to  the 

of ,  and  no  sooner  found 

himself  in  a  situation  to  support  a  family, 
than  he  claimed  the  promise  of  his  betroth- 
ed bride,  who,  throwing  aside  the  timidity 
of  her  sex,  and  unprotected,  sAve  by  th^ 
modest  dignity  of  virtue,  nobly  brayed  th^ 
inconveniencies  and  hazards  of  an  Indian 
voyage.  She  was  received  with  tr&nsport 
by  her  anxiously  expecting  lovrtr,  whose 
happiness  was  completed  by  their  imme^ 
diate  union.  Their's  was  not  that  transient 
glow  of  joy,  which,  like  the  crimson-tinted 
cloud  of  morning,  vanishes  while  g^ed  on; 
it  was  permanent  as  pure.  Each  met  in 
each  the  enlightened  c<»npanion,  the  wise 
adviser,    the  faithful   friend.     But,  alas ! 
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wbil^  fondly  looking  to  a  long  perJQd  of 
feUcity,  the  atroke  of  death  suddenly  del- 
itro3i!ed  the  fair,  but  fallaGious  prospect^ 
Xoii  will,  perha^ps,  think  but  indifferently 
p{  her,. who,  iq  such  circumstances,  would 
persevere  in  preservijs^  lift : — But  it  is  the 
custom  of  her  nation:  And  she  perhaps 
jmltgineBi,;  that  she  may  as  effectually  evince 
.her  regard  to  the  memory  of  her  husband, 
|)y  devoting  hersdf  to  the  care  and  eduiCa- 
iiou  of  hi^  Qhildren^  asi  if  sim  had  mingled 
.hbr  ashes  witibi  his ! 
» 

.  Three  fine  boys  look  up  to  ber  for  pidr 
i^etion,  and  already  begin  t^..  bienefit  t^ 
iwr  inatructions.  Their  innocent  vivacity, 
.though>asmirc^.of  amusement  to  most  of 
ihei  party,  is  a  great  annoy  ance  to  the  mon^ 
dGi^-loi(?^i]ig'  Bibhy,  who  declares,  Uiat  '^  of  all 
tisd  odieua  torments  of  a  long  voyage,  that 
lof  being  teized  with  the  noise  of  children  is 
the  worst."  At  the  sound  of  her  voice,  the 
dissonant  screamsof  her  feathered  favourites 
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seem  to  ratify  the  declaration  of  their  fair 
benefactress;  whilst  the  young  and  lively 
niece  of  the  Dcwan,  casts  towards  the  many 
coloured  objects'  of  her  aunt's  affection, 
such  an  expressive  glance,  as  seems  to  say, 
they  are  almost  as  bad. 

Of  this  young  lady  I  can  say  little,  but 
that  she  appears  gay  and  good  humoured. 
The  surgeon,  indeed,  from  whom  I  have 
all  my  information  respecting  my  fellow 
voyagers,  tells  me,  that  she  had  been  brought 
to  India  by  her  uncle,  in  order  to  be  mar- 
ried to  the  gentleman  who  was  to  succeed 
him  in  his  appointment ;  but  that,  *  on  the 
voyage  from  Europe,  a  mutual  affection 
had  taken  place  between  her,  and  a  young 
votary  of  Lackshmee,*'  who  must  obtain 
the  smiles  of  the  goddess,  before  he  can 
procure  the  hand  of  his  mistress.  Her 
uncle,  in  the  mean .  while^  insists  on ,  her 

*  Fortune. 
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return  to  Europe ;  and  from  the  hilarity  of 
her  countenance,  I  should  not  suppose  the 
disappointment  to  have  entered  deeply  into 
her  heart 


A  sad  bustle  has  just  taken  place.  One 
of  the  tittle  boy»  having  been  allured'  into 
the  great  cabin,  by  the  comical  tricks  of  a 
Marmoset,  was  attacked  by  a  huge  Baboon, 

one  of  the  fiercest  animals  iq  Mrs — ^s 

collection.  His  cries  soon  gave  the  alarm ; 
every  one  flew  to  the  place  from  whence 
they  issued.  >  No  description  can  give  any 
idea  of  the  confused  scene  which  follow- 
ed. The  voice  of  the  sufferer  was  soon  lost 
in  universal  uproar.  The  screams  of  the 
ladies,  the  chattering  of  the  monkeys,  the 
barking  of  the  dogs,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
squalling  of  the  parrots  and  maccaws,  made 


altogether  such  a  noiBc,  that  the  thunder 
of  the  contending  dements  could  scarody 
h&ve  been  heard  in  it.    When  peace  was  at 
length  restored,  and  the  little  boy,  whose 
leg  was  sadly  torn,  had  been  committed  to 
the  care  of  the  surgeon,  the  Dewan  ventur- 
ed to  remonstrate  with  his  fair  partner,  on 
the  numbers,  and  bad  behaviour  of  her 
favourites.     It  was  a  tender  point ;  the  very 
mentioii.  of  it^  though  managed  with  the 
utmost  gentleuess^  threiw  her  into  $,  pa- 
foxysm  of  r^gc^  which  at^length  terminated 
in  a  fk)bd  of  tears.    lb  truth)  there  appear- 
ed to  me  in  these  tea^s^ . »  much  more  of 
|]iadsion  than  of  tendemess,  that  I  could  not 
regard  them  as  any  ornament  tf>  the  cheek 
tf£  beauty !  Perhaps  you  may  blame  my  in- 
sensibility, and  bestow  in.or^  unbounded 
^miration  on  this  benevolent  woman,  who 
:geiierously  prefers  the  welf[are  and  happi- 
ness of  her  tailed  and  feathered  favourites, 
to  the,  peace  and  comfort  of  her  husband ; 
and  whose  heart  expands,  with  more  lively 
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afFection,  for  the  meanest  quadruped  in  hej 
possession,  than  for  the  orphan  child  of  any 
friend  on  earths 


Intelligence  is  ju9t  brought  me  of  our 
having  cast  anchor  in  the  road  of  Madras. 
— I  will  from  thence  send  you  this  letter. 
May  it  find  you  in  the  possession  of  the 
best  blessings  of  life^  health  and  tranquil 
lity !    What  can  I  say  more  ? 
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LETTER  XII. 


The  day  after  I  concluded  my  epistle 
from  Madras,*  we  returned  on  board  our 
ship,  and  the  morning  following  weighed 
anchor,  and  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  in 
company  with  many  floating  forti;csses  of 
superior  size,  sent  by  the  king  of  England 
to  protect  the  fleet  of  the  Company.  The 
gentleman  who  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my 
last,  proves  indeed  a  valuable  acquisition 
to  our  society.  He,  alas!  returns  to  his 
country,  not  loaded  with  the  riches  of  India, 
but  possessing  in  his  mind  a  treasure  more 
desirable  than  any  wealth  can  purchase. 
It  is  from  the  sneer  of  worthless  prosperity, 

*  Which  letter  does  not  a|qpear, — and  is  supposed  bj 
the  Editor  to  have  been  lost. 
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from  the  contumely  of  successful  pride,  that 
Mr  Delomond  goes  to  hide  his  misfor- 
tunes in  the  oblivious  shade  of  retiremcBt. 
"  When  the  frowns  of  fortune  are  excessive, 
and  human  endeavours  are  exerted  in  vain^ 
where  but  in  the  wilderness  can  comfort 
be  found  for  a  man  of  sensibility  ?"  Such 
an  one  is  Deiomond;  unable  to  struggle 
with  the  tempestuous  gales  of  adverse  for- 
tune, he  declines  the  contest.    The  pride 

V 

of  talents,  and  the  consciousness  of  recti- 
tude,  may,  he  thinks,  support  him  in  soli- 
tude.; though  he  has  found,  from  his  expe- 
rience, that  they  are  frequently  an  obstacle 
to  advancement  in  the  world:  the  path 
that  leads  to  fortune,  too  often  passing 
through  the  narrow  defiles  of  meanness, 
which  a  man  of  an  exalted  spirit  cannot 
stoop  to  tread. 

The  manly  elegance  with  which  Nature 
has  endowed  this  Saib,  together  with  an  air 
of  dignity  which  marks  his  whole  deport- 
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subjects.  Notwithstanding  the  knowledge 
she  must  doubtless  have  acquired  from  the 
number  of  books  she  has  read,  she  is  so 
modest  as  never  to  utter  a  sentiment  be- 
yond vulgar  observation,  nor  to  attempt 
making  use  of  her  reason  upon  any  occa- 
sion whatever ;  so  that  a  person  might 
easily  believe  her  mind  to  be  still  immersed 
in  the  depths  of  ignorance. 

In  the  valuable  collection  of  biography, 
which  this  young  lady  kindly  submitted  to 
my  perusal,  the  first  book  that  attracted  my 
attention  was  "  the  History  of  a  NaUe- 
man;''  but  I  soon  found,  that  the  word 
history  has  more  meanings  in  the  English 
language,  than  that  which  is  given  to  it  in 
the  Dictionary.  It  is  there  said  to  be,  "  a 
narrative  of  events  and  facts,  delivered  with 
dignity.''  But  the  history  of  this  illustrious 
nobleman,  consisted  of  nothing  more  than 
a  ftw  letters  written  in  the  days  of  juvenile 
folly,  on  the  subject  of  love ! — Indeed^  I 
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caimot  miagiiie  why  such  immature  pro- 
ductions should  have  been  preserved  at  all ; 
and  still  less  can  I  conceive  for  what  par- 
pose  they  are  given  to  the  worlds  to  whom, 
the  opinion  which  a  young  man  entertains 
of  the  unparalleled  beauty  of  bis  mistress's 
complexion,  can  surely  be  of  very  little 
consequence.  Other  histories  I  found  writ^ 
ten  in  the  manner  of  memoirs;  these  are 
said  to  contain  the  lives  of  illustrious  per- 
sonages.,  whose  names  adorn  the  title  page. 
It  appears  very  strange,  that  the  lives  of 
these  great  personages  should  abound  in 
incidents  so  similar ;  aii  account  of  one  will 
serve  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  events  that 
have  occurred  in  fifty  families,  whose  his- 
tories I  have  already  read. 

It  generally  happens,  that  a  noble-born 
infant  is  deserted  by  its  fond  parents,  and 
exposed  to  the  care  of  chance,  and  the 
humanity  of  strangers.  These  fortunate 
foundlings  never  fail  to  be  adopted  by  the 
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first  person  who  takes  them  up,  and  as  these 
are.  always  people  of  fortune,  they  receive 
from  their  bounty  an  education,  every  way. 
suitable  to  their  real  rank.  As  soon  as  the 
young  nobleman  attains  the  age  of  manhood^ 
he  falls  in  love  with  the  daughter  of  his 
benefactor,  a  circumstance  which  involves 
the  loving  pair  in  the  deepest  nusery.  At 
length,  a  period  is  put  to  their  misfortunes, 
by  the  discovery  of  the  real  parents^  and 
the  young  lord  is  admitted  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  his  order.  You  may  now  perhaps 
expect  that  the  history  should  become  more 
interesting  and  important,  and  be  curious 
to  hear  how  the  young  nobleman  conducts 
himself  in  his  new  station;  whether  the 
experience  he  has  had  of  life  serves  to  ex-^ 
pand  his  benevolence,  to  invigorate  his 
intellectual  powers,  and  to  render  him  a 
more  worthy  member  of  that  august  tri- 
bunal, in  which  is  concentrated  the  illus- 
trious mass  of  hereditary  virtue  ?  As  to  all 
these  points  you  must  content  yourself  to 
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remain  in  ignorance :  with  the  marriage  of 
the  hero,  the  history  of  his  life  concludes ! 

From  this  circumstance,  and,  indeed, 
from'  the  whole  tenor  of  M:hese  hooks,  it 
appears  evident,  that  with  these  islanders 
marriage  is  a  certain  passport  to  never-fail- 
ing, and  never-fading  bliss !  A  state  nearly 
resembling  that  divine  absorption  of  the 
soul  described  by  our  Yogees,  which  en- 
tirely excludes  the  cares  and  concerns  of 
life,  and  in  which  the  mind  is  wrapt  in  a 
^delirium  of  perfect  and  uninterrupted  feli- 
city ! — Happy  country !  where  the  prudence 
^  and  fidelity  of  the  women  of  high  rank,  sp 
plainly  evince  the  care  that  is  bestowed  on 
their  instruction,  and  where  the  piety,  learn- 
ing, and  morality  of  the  men,  is  only  to  be 
equalled  by  their  humility  ! 

I  will  not  conceal  from  you,  that  in 
these  true  and  faithful  pictures  of  the 
manners  and  morals  of  the  people  of  £ng* 
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land,  I  see  much  that  appears  to  me  extras- 
ordinary,  and  incomprehensible.  Here,  it 
is  said  by  our  philosophers,  that,  "  in  this 
life  (compounded  of  good  and. evil)  *skk- 
ness  and  health,  opulence  and  calamity; 
fruition  and  disappointment,  are  bound  up 
together ;  thus  every  thing  is  produced  with 
a  companion  which  shaU  destroy  it.^  fiy  this 
scheme  of  things,  the  wounds  of  affliction 
are  ever  wjthin  the  reach  of  some  cordial 
balm,  which,  if  it  does  not  heal,  may  at 
least  serve  to  alleviate  its  anguish.  *WhiIe, 
in  the  purest  cup  of  felicity,  is  mingled  such 
particles  as  may  serve  to  remind  the  mortal 
to  whom  it  is  presented,  of  the  sublunary 
source  from  whence  it  flowed. — In  England, 
on  the  contrary,  (if  I  am  to  believe  these 
histories)  happiness  and  misery  are  known 
only  in  extremes ;  there,  the  tide  of  adver- 
sity sets  in  with  such  destructive  fury,  that 
the  bare  recital  of  the  unheard-of  calamities 
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it  occasions,  is  sufficient  to  melt  the  hardest 
heart !  Nor,  when  Uie  flood  of  fortune 
comesi  is  the  torrent  of  prosperity  which  it 
produces,  less  extraordinary  and  amazing ! 
In  its  resistless  career,  every  obstacle  to  hap* 
piness  is  broken  down.  The  undeserving 
husband,  the  cruel  father,  and  the  malicious 
aunty  are  all  carried  off  by  death :  while 
riches,  honours,  titles,  fine  clothes,  and 
spotless  character,  .complete  the  felicity 
of  the  beautiful  and  loving  pair,  who  are 
designed  to  be  overwhelmed  in  this  sea  of 
bliss. 

From  the  authority  of  these  authentic 
memoirSj  it  appears,  that  marriage  in  Europe 
is  never  contracted  but  from  the^most  pure 
and  disinterested  motives*  Every  young 
woman  who  is  handsome  and  accomplished, 
however  humble  her  birth,  or  small  her  for- 
tune, is  there  certain  of  attracting  the  love 
and  admiration  of  numbers  of  the  highest 
rank  in  the  community.     What  a  glorious 
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encouragement  is  held  forth  to  the  females 
of  that  happy  island,  who  must  be  blind 
indeed  not  to  perceive,  that  it  is  their  own 
obstinacy  and  folly y  that  alone  can  possibly 
prevent  their  advancement  to  the  very 
summit  of  felicity ! 

For  such  folly  and  obstinacy,  whenever 
it  occurs,  a  very  peculiar  and  extraordinary 
punishment  is  reserved.  After  a  few  years,  . 
spent,  as  it  is  generally  believed,  in  vain 
repentance,  and  useless  regret,  they  all  at 
once,  without  any  exceptions  in  favour  of 
virtue,  merit,  useful  or  ornamental  accom- 
plishments, undergo  a  certain  strange  and 
incomprehensible  transformation,  and  be- 
come what  is  termed  Old  Maids,  From  ♦ 
all  that  I  have  hitherto  been  able  to  learn 
of  these  creatures,  the  Old  Maid  is  a  sort 
of  venomous. animal,  so  wicked  in  its  tem- 
per, and  so  mischievous  in  its  disposition, 
that  one  is  surprised  that  its  very  exist- 
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ence   should   be   tolerated  in  a  civilized 
society.     , 
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After  having  spent  many  days  in  the 
study  of  those  authors,  so  warmly  recom*- 
mended  by  the  young  Bibby,  I  began  to  ap- 
prehendy  that  though  to  more  enh'ghtened 
minds,  they  might  doubtless  prove  a  source 
of  instruction  and  delight,  they:  were  not 
sufficiently  adapted  to  my  weak  capacity, 
to  afford  any  recompence  for  the  time  spent 
in  their  perusal.  Never  before  did  my 
heart  refuse  its  sympatliy  to  human  misery ; 
but  the  distresses  of  the  Lady> Harriots,  and 
the  Lady  Charlottes,  which  called  forth  the 
overflowings  of  compassion  in  the  breasts 
of  their  fair  correspondents,  were  of  a  na- 
ture too  refined  and  delicate,  to  be  discern* 
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able  to  any,  sai^e  the  microscopic  eye  of 
European  sensibility ! 

The  change  which,  according  to  these 
sage  writers  of  novels,  has  taken  place  in 
human  nature,  must  have  been  as  sudden 
as  it  appears  unaccountable.  In  the  days 
of  their  great  dramatic  poet,  the  Calidas  of 
Europe,  it  was  certainly  unknown ;  in  his 
masterly  delineations  of  the  passions,  it  is 
every  where,  and  at  every  period  the  same: 
and  from  a  perusal  of  his  works,  one  would 
be  tempted  to  imagine  (notwithstanding 
the  evidence  of  these  authentic  memoirs  to 
the  contrary)  that  though  manners  may 
differ,  and  local  customs  fall  into  oblivioji^ 
the  traits  of  kindred  likeness,  which  the 
Creator  has  been  pleased  to  impress  on  the 
great  family  of  the  human  race,  may,  by  a 
discernitig  eye,  be  traced  through  every 
clime,  and  in  every  period  of  its  existence ! 
How  otherwise  should  the  immortal  Calidas, 
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who  flourished  two  thousand  years  ago,*  and 
the  bard  of  England,  who  was  cotemporary 
with  Ackbar,  teach  the  heart  to  vibrate 
with  the  same  tentations  ?  the  Saoontala  of 
the  one,  and  the  Desdemona  of  the  otlier^ 
speak  so  nearly  the  same  language,  that  did 
I  not  believe  the  soul  of  the  Indian  poet  to 
have  been  long  absorbed  in  the  regions  of 
felicity,  I  should  undoubtedly  imagine,  that 
it  wasCalidas  himself,  who,  under  the  name 
of  Shakespeare,  again  vouchsafed  to  en* 
lighten  and  divert  the  world  ! — It  is  at  least 
evident,  that  they  have  both  copied  from 
the  same  original — Unchanging^  everlasting 
Nature. 

'  *  Calidas,  the  celebrated  dramatic  poet  of  Indta, 
flourished,  according  to  Sir  William  Jones,  in  the  first 
century  before  Christ ;  he  was  one  of  the  nine  men  of 
genius,  commonly  called  the  Nine  Gems,  who  were  fa- 
voured with  the  patronage,  and  splendidly  supported  by 
the  bounty  of  Vicramaditycs,  a  Monarch  eminently  dis- 
tinguished by  his  taste  for  literature. — See  the  preface 
to  Sir  William  Jonei's  traoslation  of  Sacontala, 
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A  chasm  of  many  weeks  has  taken  place 
in  my  journal.  Alas  {  When  I  undertook 
to  write  it,  I  was  not  aware  of  the  tedious 
uniformity  of  a  sea  voyage.  But  though 
void  of  incident,  the  scene  has  not  been 
destitute  of  instruction.  By  time,  and  in- 
creasing intimacy,  the  characters  of  my 
companions  have  been  more  fully  developj- 
ed.  The  first  sketch  that  was  drawn  by 
the  hasty  pencil  of  imagination,  I  confi- 
dently pronounced  to  be  a  striking  like- 
ness; but  very  different  now  appears  the 
picture  that  has  been  delineated  by  slow- 
working  observation. 

In  my  letter  from  Madras*  I  informed 
you  of  the  acquisition  I  expected  from  the 
society  of  the  young  officer,  whose  sprightly 

^  Tiufl  Letter  is  not  to  be  found. 
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tnanners,  and  eommunicative  disposition, 
gave  the  promise  of  an  ev^er-pleasing  com-* 
panion.  fiat, .  alas !  I  soon  discovered  that 
aprightliness  and  loquacity  are  by  no  means 
united  with  urbanity  and  cheerfulness. — * 
The  small  stock  of  personal  anecdote,  with 
which  the  incidents  of  his  life  had  furnished 
him,  was  no  sooner  exhausted,  than  he  be- 
came dull,  insipid,  and  morose.  Nor  was 
the  change  which  seemed  wrought  on  his 
temper,  less  extraordinary,  than  that  which 
took  place  in  his  manners.  This  youth, 
seemingly  so  gentle ;  who  took  such  plea- 
sure in  obliging ;  who  lived  but  to  promote 
the  happiness  of  others,  gives  every  day 
such  convincing  proofs  of  the  malignity  of 
his  disposition,  in  the  cruel  treatment  he 
bestows  upon  his  younger  brother,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  behold  it  without  feelings 
of  horror,  and  indignation. 

How  different  from  tliis^  is  the  change 
that  has  taken  place  in  my  opinion,  con- 
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cerning  the  character  af  the  Dewan.  Alaa ! 
I  fear,  that»  in  more  instances  than  thea^ 
my  first  opinion  has  been  like  an  unjust 
judge,  who  suffers  his  decisions  to  be  influx 
enced  by  the  eloquence  of  flattery.  Self- 
love  whispers,  that  those  who  are  pleased 
with  us,  are  pleasing ;  and  it  is  not  till  exr 
perience  has  convinced  us  of  our  error,  that 
we  are  willing  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  truth. 
The  reserve  and  silence  which  at  first  seem- 
ed to  give  to  the  character  of  the  Dewan  an 
appearance  of  sullenness  and  stupidity,  grar 
dually  cleared  away,  by  time  and  increasing 
intimacy,  and  discovered  to  us  incontest'- 
able  proofs  of  a  mild  and  placid  temper,  a 
deeply-thinking  well-informfcd  mind,  and  a 
humane  and  benevolent  heart 

The  conduct  of  his  lady  has  not,  I  con- 
fess, undergone  much  change  ;  but  my 
opinion  of  it  has  been  somewhat  altered, 
by  an  insight  into  its  motives. 
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Hiat  haughty  and  arrogant  demeanour, 
which  I  had  conceived  to  flow  from  the 
conscious  superiority  of  birth  and  merit, 
was,  it  seems,  assumed  by  folly,  to  conceal 
the  real  meanness  of  both.  Her  history 
appeared  to  me  so  very  extraordinary,  that 
had  I  not  had  the  most  convincing  proofs 
of  the  veracity  of  my  informer,  I  confess, 
I  should  have  been  led  to  doubt  its  truth. 


This  disdainful  lady,  whom  I  had  con-' 
sidered  as  some  highly  exalted  personage, 
was  the  daughter  of  a  tradesman,  '^  whose 
foolish  fondness,"  said  the  surgeon,  (for  I 
give  you  his  very  words)  "  bestowed  upon 
her  such  an  education,  as  without  instruct- 
ing her  in  the  qualities  that  are  alone  suited 
to  adorn  an  exalted  rank,  rendered  her  un- 
fit for  becoming  wife  to  a  man  in  her  own. 
At  the  death  of  this  parent,  she  laid  out 
the  smaU  fortune  he  bequeathed  her,  in  fine 
clothes,  and  took  her  passage  to  Bengal, 
where  she  did  not  doubt  that  her  beauty 
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would  procure  her  an  advantageous  itfar- 
riagc.  The  event  proved  equal  to  her  ex^ 
pectations.     On  her  arrival^  she  was  seen 
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by  the  Dewan,  who  admired^  courted,  and 
married  her !"  "  I  thought,"  said  I,  inter- 
rupting my  informer,  ^'  that  Europeans  had 
made  companions  of  their  wives.  Surely, 
this  woman  was  not  qualified  for  being  the 
companion  of  such  a  man  as  the  Dewan. 
It  is  not  possible  to  imagine,  that  her  intel- 
lectual deficiencies  would  be  unobserved  by 
a  man  of  his  sense  and  penetration."  "  The 
Dewan  was  too  much  charmed  with  her 
beauty,  to  observe  any  deficiency  in  her 
merit,"  replied  the  surgeon,  "  or,  if  he  did^ 
she  was.  so  young,  that  he  promised  himself 
much  pleasure  in  filling  the  office  of  Pre- 
ceptor." Alas !  he  considered  not  that 
pride  is  *the  usual  concomitant  of  igno* 
ranee  ;  that  it  is  not  the  understanding 
which  has  been  perverted  by  vanity,  preju* 
dice,  and  folly,  that  will  listen  to  the  in- 
structions of  a  husband.      Her  hopes  of 
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happiness  were  from  the  enjoyment  of  his 
fortune. 

N 
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*'  Elated  by  her  exaltation  to  affluence^ 
she  thought,  that  to  realize  the  dreams  of 
bliss,  formed  by  her  fond  fancy,  she  had 
only  to  indulge  in  every  capricious  whim 
of  vanity.  Her  extravagance  was  un- 
bounded. But  soon  she  found  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  splendid  equipage,  or 
fantastic  finery,  to  fill  the  chasm  of  an 
empty  mind. 

"  The  delight  of  unrivalled  pre-eminence 
in  every  article  of  expensive  ornament,  soon 
.  gave  place  to  sullen  apathy,  and  fretful  dis- 
content. New  follies  were  invented,  and 
pursued  with  no  better  success,  and  it  will, 
perhaps,  astonish  you  to  learn,  that  her 
flighty  fondness  for  the  brute  creation^ 
insteac)  of  proceeding  from  the  pure  source 
of  true  benevolence,  was,  in  reality,  no 
other  than  an  effort  of  the  animal  spirits 
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to  procure  an  object  of  employment  to  her 
ever  restless  mind." 

Here  ceased  my  kind  informer;  who  left 
me  very  much  astonished  at  the  picture  he 
had  drawn  of  an  English  woman,  and  a 
Christian. 

After  much  reflection,  I  think  I  can  trace 
the  unenlightened  state  of  this  woman's 
understanding  to  her  want  of  instruction. 
Had  she  received  her  education  at  one  of 
those  wise,  learned,  and  pious  seminaries^ 
called  Boarding-schools,  her  mind  would 
no  (k)ubt  hav«  been  vigilantly  defended 
from  the  noxious  breath  of  vanity  and  con- 
ceit. She  would  there  have  learned,  accord- 
ing to  the  precepts  of  her  Shaster,  to  have 
adorned  herself  with  "  shamefacedness  and 
sobriety."  "  Not  with  the  brdidered  hair, 
or  gold,  or  pearls,  or  costly  array,  tut  (which 
becometh  women  professing  godliness)  with 
good  works."    Such,  no  doubt^  is  the  edu- 
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cation  of  Christian  women  at  Christian 
schools !  How  does  it  exalt  my  opinion  of 
the  native  genius  of  the  young  widow; 
when  I  contemplate  the  extent  of  her  ac- 
quired  knowledge,  her  unaffected  humility, 
her  undeviating  discretion;  aild,  at  the 
same  time,  consider  that,  by  her  own  ac* 
count,  she  never  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  instruction  at  one  of  these  enlightened 
seminaries, ,  but  was  confined,  during  the 
early  part  of  her  life,  to  the  roof  of  her 
parents !  Is  it  not  surprising,  that,  not- 
withstanding this  disadvantage,  she  should 
have  made  such  proficiency  in  every  accom- 
plishment ?  My  first  sentiments  concern- 
ing her  remain  unaltered.  Her  exalted 
sentiments  continue  to  excite  my  admira- 
tion, while  her  sweet  temper,  and  ever- 
obliging  disposition,  make  daily  progress 
in  my  esteem. 
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The  morning  after  I  last  laid  down  my 
pen^  we  arrived  at  a  small  island,  which 
the  benignant  hand  of  Nature  seems  to  have 
erected  in  the  midsf  of  the  mighty  ocean, 
as  a  convenient  Choultrie*  for  the  floating 
caravanseras  tiiat  traverse  its  watery  bosom. 
Here  we  spent  nearly  twenty  days,  and 
were  entertained  by  the  inhabitants,  who 
appear  a  gay  and  lively  people,  with  much 
kindness  and  hospitality. 

The  change  of  scene  was  relished  by  all 
the  party,  but  by  none  so  muqh  as  the  niece 
of  the  Dewan,  to  whom  the  uniform  life 
we  led  on  board  ship,  was  become  altogether 

*  Choultries  are  houses  built  in  India  for  the  accom- 
modation of  trayeUers. 
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insupportable.  She  had,  indeed,  for  a  long 
time,  been  at  a  most  piteous  loss  for  employ- 
ment. The  contents  of  her  library,  which 
I  imagined  would  have  afforded  her  a  fund 
of  amusement  and  edification  during  the 
course  of  her  voyage,  were  soon  exhausted. 
Having  once  found  out  how  all  the  wished- 
for  marriages  of  all  the  heroes  and  heroines 
were  brought  about ;  and  been  let  into  the 
secret  of  the  surprising  discoveries,  lucky 
accidents,  and  miraculous  combination  of 
circumstances,  which  uniformly  led  to  that 
happy  event,  she  had  no  further  interest 
nor  curiosity  concerning  them.  These 
books  had,  nevertheless,  by  giving  constant 
fuel  to  the  vivid  flame  of  youthful  imagina- 
tion, created  such  an  insatiable  craving  for 
novelty,  as  rendered  every  other  sort  of 
reading  tasteless  and  insipid.  Even  the 
ever-entertaining  conversation  of  our  intel- 
ligent companions,  had  no  charms  for  her. 
I  have  frequently  known  the  chain  of  an 
interesting   argument^   to  which   I  have 
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been  listening  with  aridity  and  delighi^  all 
at  once'  interrupted,  by  her  abruptly  asking 
when  we  should  see  land?  Whatever. gave 
the  promise  of  variety,  seemed  to  re-animate 
her  flagging  spirits.  Whether  it  was  the 
appearance  of  a  flying-fish,  or  the  rumour* 
ed  approach  of  an  enemy ;  the  drowning  of 
a  kitten,  or  the  indications  of  a  coming 
storm,  all  were  equally  acceptable,  so  that 
they  relieved  her  from  the  tedious  task 
of  thought.  The  approach  to  3t  Helena 
made  her  almost  wild  with  joy.  No  sooner 
was  it  announced,  than  she  flew  to  her 
cabin  to  take  from  her  trunk  somip  parti-- 
cular  dresses  which  she  had  reserved  for 
the  occasion,  and,  hastily  displaying  them 
before  the  amiable  widow,  asked  her  fifty 
questions  in  a  breath,  concerning  the  im- 
portant point,  of  which  was  most  becom- 
ing. 

Besides  the  novelty  of  the  sc^snes  and 
amusements  at  St  Helena,  she  there  made 
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imother  acquisition,  which,  I  hope,  will 
afibrd  her  sufficient  variety  of  entertain- 
ment  for  many  weeks  to  come.  This  is  no 
other  than  a  fresh  supply  of  novels !  This 
she  happily 'accomplished,  by.  exchanging 
the  contents  of  her  library,  with  another 
readmg  fair  mcy  whom  she  accidentally 
met  at  a  ball,  and  with  whom,  on  an  ac- 
quaintance of  three  days,  she  commenced 
an  ej^treme  and  ardent  friendship.  The 
g^eat  loquacity  with  which  her  present  flow 
of  spirits  has  inspired  this  votary  of  fancy, 
is  sometimes  no  less  teazing  than  the  effects 
of  her  former  ennui;  to  the  elegant,  but 
somewhat  too  fastidious  Delomond,  it  is 
peculiarly  irksome. 

In  truth,  it  is  not  a  little  to  be  regretted, 
that  this  amiable  man  frequently  indulges 
a  certain  soreness  of  mind,  which  may  not 
improperly  be  termed  the  illegitimate  off- 
spring of  sensibility.  What  proves  its 
spurious  birth  is,  that  while  genuine  sen- 
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sibility  h  ever  alive  to  the  feelings  of 
others,  [this  bastard  branch  of  the  family  is 
only  mindful  of  its  own*  By  being  ever 
ready  to  take  offence,  without  considering 
whether  offence  was  intended  to  be  given, 
it  frequently  inflicts  ja.  wpund  in.  the  bosom 
oF  friendship;  but  is  unfeelingly  insensible 
to  the  pain  which  it  has  produced.  What 
a  pity  it  is,  that  this  impostor  should  ever 
find  a  place  in  the  breast  of  a  worthy  man ! 
I  cannot,  without  pain,  behold  it  cherished 
hy  the  dignified  mind  of  Delomond^  and 
would  not  fail  to  remonstrate  with  him 
concerning  it,  was  he  not  so  easily  hurt, 
thp.t  I  fear  an  estrangement  of  his  friend- 
ship might  be  the  consequence.  Fatal  pro- 
pensity !  which  presents  a  barrier  to  the 
wholesome  succours  of  advice,  and  c^its  off 
retreat  from  error.  In  the  various  isketches 
which  this  amiable  and  accomplished  Saib 
has  given  me  of  his  life  and  his  misfortunes, 
I  can  plainly  discern,  that  the  disposition  I 
have  just^now  alluded  to,  h^s  been  no  less 
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detrimental  to  his  fortune,  thanw  injurious 
to  his  felicity. 


I  suspect  that  you  are  now  almost  as 
much  tired  of  the  voyage,  as  the  niece  of 
the  Dewan,  and  begin  to  re-echo  lier  inter- 
rogatory, of  when  shall  we  see  land  ?  But 
courage,  keep  up  your  spirits,  your  patience 
will  not  be  put  to  a  much  longer  trial. — 
Land  has  been  just  discovered  from  the 
topmast-head. — I  cannot  avoid  envying 
the  happy  sailor,  who,  from  the  giddy 
height,  catches  the  first  view  of  his  dear 
native  country*  Ah !  what  pleasing  images 
play  about  his  heart !  In  that  little  speck 
appearing  in  the  distant  horizon,  he  be- 
holds his  little  home,  his  tender  wife,  his 
endearing  infants;  and  already,  in  imagi- 
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nation,  feels  and  returns  their  soft  caresses^ 
I  go  to  participate  in  the  joy  of  these 
honest  people ;  it  is  a  bad  heart  to  which 
the  happiness  of  a  fellow  mortal  can  be  in- 
different. 

Ah !  Maandaara,  how  astonishingly  great 
has  been  my  disappointment!  Instead  of 
the  expected  appearance  of  felicity,  I  be^ 
held  in  the  countenances  of  the  hitherto 
hearty,,  and  contented  sailors,  the  strongest 
indications  of  consternation,  terror,  and  dis- 
may !  On  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  this 
alarm,  I  was  told,  that  it  arose  from  the 
rumoured  approach  of  ^press-gang:  a  press- 
gang  I  never  before  heard  of,  but  from  the 
degree  of  terror  it  inspires,  I  can  easily  con- 
ceive it  to  be  some  infernal  species  of  mon- 
ster; some  cruel  servant  to  the  genii  of 
the  deep,  to  whom  the  long-absent  sailor 
is  an  acceptable  sacrifice.  Accursed  spirits ! 
the  terror  of  whose  name  can  put  to  flight 
the  tender  imaged  of  hope,  and  can  induce 
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despair  at  a  moment  when  the  sweetest 
ipnpulses  of  nature  hare  kindled  the  torch 
of  joy! 


At  the  moment  I  laid  down  my  pen^  ^ 
fine  boy  of  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  who 
had  frequently  in  the  course  of  the  voyage 
attracted  my  notice,  burst  into  my  cabin. 
"  For  the  love  of  God,  assist  me,  dear,  dear 
sir,''  cried  he,  "  the  press-gang  are  already 
here,  and  I  know  I  shall  not  escape  !  For 
myself  I  should  not  care ;  but,  my  poor, 
poor  mother !  she  will  never  survive  it.  I 
know  she  won't.  Alas!  she  has  no  son, 
but  me. — Her  heart  is  now  yearning  to  em- 
brace me.  O  it  will  break,  if  she  is  disap- 
pointed!" I  gave  him  time  to  say  no  more, 
but  having  hastily  emptied  a  large  trunk. 
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made  him  leap  into  it,  and  there  detained 
him  until  I  was  assured  that  these  children 
of  Nareyka  had  retired.  Alas!  they  did 
not  retire  without  prey;  above  thirty  of 
those  brave  fellows,  whose  useful  labours 
have  conduced  to  the  enrichment  and  pros- 
perity of  their  country ;  who,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  twenty  months,  hoped  to  reap  the 
reward  of  their  toils  by  returning  to  its 
bosom,  were  dragged  reluctant  victims  to 
the  infernal  demon  of  power ! 

Nor  are  these  the  only  monsters  that 
infest  the  British  coast. — Much  apprehen- 
sion is  entertained  by  the  seamen,  and  pas- 
sengers, for  certain  savages,  called  Custom^ 
house  Officers ;  who,  it  seems,  are  particu- 
larly ferocious  towards  those  who  come 
from  the  East. 
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Praise  to  the  preserving  Spirit! — Our 
watery  pilgrimage  begins  to  draw  near  its 
close.  At  ten  this  morning  we  cast  our 
anchor,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  coss  from 
one  of  the  principal  naval  ports  in  England. 
All  on  board  is  now  hurry  and  confusion, 
every  eye  sparkles  with  the  eagerness  of 
expectation,  and  every  heart  seems  warm, 
with  the  thoughts  of  once  more  beholding 
their  friends,  and  their  native  country :  it  is 
the  tumult  of  delight;  the  dread  of  the 
custom-house  officers  is  forgotten;  I  sup- 
pose our  fleet  was  too  formidable  for  these 
savages  to  dare  to  make  any  attack  upon 
it.  And  now  that  we  are  within  sight  of 
an  English  port,  we  can  have  nothing  to 
fear.  Seeing  every  one  making  prepara-^ 
tions  for  going  ashore,  I  retired  to  spend 
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an  hour  at  my  pen ;  but,  the  increasing 
bustle  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  pro- 
ceed further  at  present. 


.On  going  upon  deck,  I  was  surprised  to 
observe  a  number  of  strange  faces,  and 
anxiously  inquired,  what  kind  friends  had 
taken  this  early  opportunity  of  greeting 
our  arrival  ? — ^With  astonishment  I  learned, 
that  the  strangers  were  no  other  than  the 
dreaded  custom-house  officers.  In  manners, 
dress,  stature,  and  complexion,  nay,  even  in 
language,  these  savages  bear  so  strong  a 
resemblance  to  the  English,  thai  they 
might  at  a  slight  view  be  mistaken  for  the 
same;  but,  on  a  more  accurate  examina- 
tion of  their  countenances,  evident  traces 
of  their  savage  origin  may  be  easily  dis- 
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cerned.    They  are  less  ferocious  than  the 

r^y  and  seldom  murder  those  who  fall 

into  their  hands,  unless  in  cases  of  resist- 
ance.  This  they  did  not  meet  with  from 
any  of  us ;  but  got  leave  to  rifle,  rob,  and 
plunder,  without  any  hindrance  or  moles- 
tation. Their  avidity  for  plunder,  though 
eager  beyond  description,  seems  to  be  ac- 
tuated by  the  strangest  caprice.  On  the 
commodities  of  Europe,  they  seemed  to  set 
no  value ;  but  seized  with  savage  rapacity 
on  the  more  elegant  productions  of  the 
East.  In  respect  to  these,  the  niece  of  the 
Dewan,  and  myself,  have  been  the  greatest 
sufferers.  A  beautiful  piece  of  silver  mus- 
lin, which  the  fair  reader  of  novels  had 
treasured  up  as  her  choicest  ornament,  and 
on  which  she  set  a  ten-fold  value,  from  its 
being  of  a  similar  description  to  that  which 
was  worn  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Araminta 
Eleanora  Bloomville,  on  the  day  of  her 
nuptials,  was  seized  by  these  relentless  bar- 
barians, without  remorse.    With  a  copious 
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flood  of  tearS)  she  besought  them  to  spare 
her  favourite  robe ;  but,  alas !  the  supplica- 
tions of  beauty  touched  not  the  heart  of 
these  Savage  plunderers,  who  beheld,  un- 
moved, the  pearly  drops  which  coursed 
each  other  down  the  fair  one's  cheek !  My 
cabin  afforded  a  still  more  ample  share  of 
plunder.  The  shawls,,  the  muslins,  which 
I  intended  to  have  presented  to  the  sister 
of  Percy ;  and  the  less  costly,  though  in  the 
eye  of  affection,  no  less  valuable  presents, 
which  the  generosity  of  Grey  had  enabled 
young  Morton  to  send  to  his  family ;  all, 
all  were  seized,  by  the  unhallowed  hands 
of  these  ruthless  spoilers !  Had  they  taken 
my  whole  chest  of  gold  Mhors,  it  would 
not  have  grieved  me  half  so  much!  But  as 
it  is  a  misfortune,  for  which  I  perceive  there 
is  no  remedy,  I  must  have  recourse  to  that 
only  physiq  of  the  hopeless — Patience. 
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Fboai  .tbe  %ieen  of  the  ocean>  th!^&v(mt* 
ed  Islan4 .  of  .GreatrBritain,  doieat  the  wjWt 
dering  Zaarmilla  now  address  the  most  be- 
loved of  friends. — Having  taken  leave  of  the 
Captain  and  ofiicerSi  andi  returped  well* 
merited  thanks  for.  their  kind  ;  attention 
during. our  voyage;  we  went  into  a  boat, 
which  had  been,  sent  from  the  harbour, ;  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  passengers,  and  were 
quickly  landed  on  t  one  of  the  ghauts  of 
Portsmouth.  .  Ijt  is  impossiblei  to  convey  to 
your  imagination,  any  tiotton  of  the  magt 
nificence  of  the  spectacle  that. presented 
itsiclf  to  our  view,  in  this  short  saik  No 
idea  of  the  sublimity  of  ^a  fleet  of  floating 
fortresses,  can  poiisibly ,  be  conceived « .by 
those  who  have  not  beheld  the  unequalled 
scencw     The,  army  of  the  most  <  powerful 
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monarch  of  the  East,  though  numerous  as 
the  grains  of  sand  upon  the  shores  of  the 
sea,  the  dust  of  the  feet  of  whose  elephants 
obscures  the  noon-day  sun,  cannot,  in  point 
of  grandeur,  bear  comparison  with  an  as- 
semblage of  these  glories  of  the  ocean,  that 
ride  triumphant  in  an  English  port. 

We  have  taken  up  our  present  abode  at 
a  sort  of  choultrie,  called  an  Hotel,  and  arc 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  the  day  together. 
To-morrow,  we  shall  separate,  perhaps,  for 
ever!  The  lovely  widow,  in  whose  counte- 
nance I  see  the  emotions  of  tender  recol- 
lections struggling  with  that  amiable  forti- 
tude, which  strives  to  repress  the  feelings 
of  unavailing  sorrow,  purposes  going  to  the 
house  of  a  friend,  at  a  few  miles  distance 
from  this  place,  and  there  to  wait  the  ar- 
rival of  her  mother.  I  am  to  have  the 
happiness  of  Delomond's  company,  on  my 
journey  to  London,  which  is  a  very  great 
comfort  to  me,  as  I  find  myself  almost  as 
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much  at  a  loss  here,  as  if  I  had  never  b^ 
fore  been  in  an  English  settlement.  The 
Dewan  has  been  busily  employed  in  prepa? 
*  rations  for  the  conveyance  of  his  family. 
His  lady's  extreme  delicacy  not  permitting 
her  to  submit  to  the  ordinary  mode  of  trar 
veiling,  in  hired  carriages,  he  has  been 
obliged  to  purchase  one  for  her  accommor 
dation.  Happily,  the  mortality  which  pre* 
vailed  amongst  her  favourites,  in  the  course 
of  the  voyage,  has  so  diminished  their  num- 
ber^ as  to  render  their  conveyance  a  mat* 
ter  of  little  comparative  difficulty;  had 
they  all  survived,  he  must  surely  have  had 
a  carriage  built  for  them  on  purpose ! 


r'  "  ■« 


I  AM  happy  I  had  not  closed  this  packet, 
as  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  recording 
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a  scene  that  has  just  now  passed,  while  my 
heart  still  glows  with ,  the  emotions  it  hai 
excited. ' 

V 

The  yojath,  whom  I  had  the  good  foTr 
tune  to  protect  from  the  ruthless  fangs  of 
the  press-gang,  presented  himself  before 
me  at  an  early  hour  this  momjng. — ^  You 
will  think  me  a  sad  ungrateful  fellow,  sir,'* 
said  he,  ^^  that  I  should  not  h^ve  appeared 
to  thank  you,  for  the  very  great  service 
you  rendered  me ;  but,  the  moment  I  ob- 
tained the  Captain's  leave,  I  made  the  best 
of  my  way  out  of  this  place ;  as  I  did  not 
think  I  should  be  in  safety,  till  I  reached 
home/  I  set  off  on  foot,  and  had  got 
rather  more  than  ten  miles  on  my  jour- 
ney last  night,  when  I  was  overtaken  by 
a  fellow-sailor,  who  informed  me  of  the 
loss  you  had  sustained  from  the  sharks  of 
the  custom-house :  I  have  got  here,  a  bit  of 
your  India  sort  of  stuff,  to  take  home  to 
my  mother ;  but  I  koow  she  would  wear 
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oiatiiing  I  brought  her  with- My  ^atisfao-^ 
ti(niy  if  she  thoikght  90  meanly  ^f  me,  s^s  that 
I  (iould  bately  forget  ^  debt  of  gratitude/' 
So  saying,  he  pulled  friG»n  his  bosom  a  vieiy 
handsoixie  shawl^  purchased^  no  doubt,  with 
the  scanty,  earnings  of  his  initiating  voy* 
age*  ^^  Here,  sir/'  said  h?,  pr esevting  it 
to  me  in  a  careless  manner,  as  if  in  order 
to  depreciate  its  value ;  -^Mt  is  nothing,  to 
be  sur^, '  in  comparison .  of  the  fine  things 
you  have  lost ;  but»  as  it  is  real  Indian^  it 
may  be  more  accieptable  to  your  £nghsh 
fitends^  than  somethhrg  tnuch  better  bought 
at  home."  .  There  was  something  so  open 
an^  ingentious  in  the  countenance  of  th^ 
youth,  while  he  spoke  these,  words,  which 
he  did  in  the  most  impressive  maiinel',  tha,t 
he  altogether  overpowered  my  feelings. 
Protecting  Powei'!  I  lexciaimed,  thou,  whose 
n^ighty  breath .  can  kindle^  ift  the  human 
soiil,  the '  flam^  of  virtue ;  oh !  grant,  that 
the  son  of  Zaarmilla  mlay  be  capable  of  in? 
spiringy  id  the  bitast  6{  a  jstranger,  such 


54 

sensations  as  the  fioble  action  of  this  youtb 
causes  now  to  glow  in  mine !  But  think  notp 
excellent  young  maui  (continued  I)  that  I 
can  deprive  thy  mother  of  the  gift  of  such 
a  son.  No,  long  may  she  wear  tlm^  and 
proudly  may  she  exhibit  it  tO'  her  frieiida 
and  neighbours,  as  the  sweet  pledge  of  filial 
affection ;  more  honourable  than  the  gifts 
of  princes !  more  precious  than  the  jewels 
of  Golconda!— I  was  interrupted  .by  the 
Dewan,  who  had  hitherto  been  a  silent 
spectator  of  all  that  had  passed.  Shaking 
the  youth  heartily  by  the  hand,  "  You  are 
a  noble  fellow,"  said  he,  "  and  I  must  know 
more  of  you;  but  you  may  make  yoursdf 
perfectly  easy  about  this  gentleman's  losses^ 
as,  i  believe,  I  have  taken  such  steps  as 
will  effect  their  restitution ;  but  I  must  let 
you  know  where  to  find  me,  and  assure 
you,  that  wherever  I  am,  thiere  you  shaU 
have  a  friend."  So  saying,  he  gave  him  his 
address,  enjoining  him  to  call  upon  him  as 
soon  as   he   could  find   an   opportunity. 


While  he  yet  spoke,  t^o  men  arrived,  with 
the  whole  of  the  goods  which  had  beeu 
seized  by  the  pirates.  The  Dewan  desired 
each  of  us  to  pick  out  our  own  ;  but  would 
give  us  no  satisfaction,  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  effected  their  release. 

*  •  (       * 

I  Hm  told  the  carriage  waits, for  me,  and 
must  therefore  conclude  this  long  protract- 
ed ^rnal 

May  the  Almighty  Preserver,  whose  om* 
nipotent  arm  hath  sa^fely  guided  me  across 
the  world  of  waters,  to  this  remote  cofAer 
of  the  habitable  glpbie;  He,'  whose  essence 
pervades  all  spairel  ^shed  the  dews  of  his 
mercy  on  the  dwelling  of  my  friend  !  May 
his  choicest  blessings  rest  on  the  child 
of  my  affeqtions !  tlie  blossom  of  my  heart! 
and  may  the  sweet  buds  of  hope,  peace^ 
and  contentment,  continue  to  expand  in 
the  virtuous  bosom  of  my  gentle  Zamar- 
€aiida  I    What  can  I  say  more  ? 


S6 


1 

LETTER  Xlir. 


At  length,  Maandaara,  behold  itie  in  the 
tnetropolis  of  £nglattd>  the  cetebmted  city 
of  London.  My  heart  bounds  within -me^ 
at  the  idea  of  the  new  scenes  I  am  about 
to  behold.  The  pulse  of  expectation  beats 
in  e^reiy  vein.^-^I  wa3<  a^ll  impattcQce  to 
deliver  my  letters  of  introduetton ;  but)-  -yn- 
iuckily,  we  arrived  at  the  very  season  of  a 
solemn  festival,  which  is  very  properly  eele- 
'bt'ated  by  the<>hristians,  ii^  pommemoratiofL 
<^  an  event  which  opened  to  their  view^the 
gknious  hopes  of  rising^  from  the  bed  of 
de^th,  to  the  regions  of  eternal  glojy! — 
You  may  well  imagine,  that  a  festivnl- ori- 
ginating in  such  a  source,  is  celebrated 
throughout  the  Christian  world  with  4ip- 
propriate  solemnity.    With  them,  the  forms 


57 

and  -ceremonies  of  their  religion  remain j 
not  qierely  as  a  testiniony  of  ^e  superior 
piety  which  produced  them.  These  insti* 
tutions  have  not  become  a  reproach  to  the 
degeneracy  of  succeeding  ages !  They  have 
uot,  with  them,  become  a  solemn  mockery ! 
a.  satire^  upon  a  trilling  and  frivolojus  ge- 
n^ration  J  No;  at  the  time  of  these  holi- 
day^^  most  of  the  families  of  distinction 
retire  into  the  country,  that  they  may 
there  enjoy  the  heart-purifying  benefit  of 
solemn  meditation,   uninterrupted  by  the 
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business,  or  pleasures  of  the  world.  Ah! 
how  edifying  their  devotion !  '  How  ex- 
emplary their  conduct ! — How  happy  for 
the  community  must  it  be,  if  the  lower 
ordets  are  induced  to  tread  in  their  foot- 
«teps !  The  few  people  of  rank  who  remain 
in  town,  are  equally  sedulous  in  preparing 
their  mindt  for  this  devout  solemnity.-^ 
-Tbey  frequent  no  places  that  are  not  pri- 
v^e : — private  theatricals,  private  concerts, 
private  pharo-banks,  I  have  already  heard 
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of;  and  I  liiake  no  doubt^  there  are  nutiie- 
rous  other  places  of  private  resort,  equally 
honourable  to  religion>  and  fayourabie  to 
virtue ! 

By  the  kind  care  of  my  friend  DelomcNidy 
I  am  provided  with  a  very  convenient  lodg- 
ing, in  the  street  which  leads  to  the  King^s 
palace.  Thm  palace  is,  in  truth,  but  a  mam 
building,  very  unlike  the  Durbar  of  aa 
eastern  monarch. 


I  have  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  week 
in  taking  a  survey  of  the  town,  and  exar 
mining  its  temples,  and  other  public  build- 
ings.— The  extent  of  this  metropolis,  though 
it  shrinks  into  insignificance,  when  com- 
pared with  the  imperial  residence  of  our 
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iftdent  Rajahs,  the  celebrated  birth-j>lace 
of  Rama,*  or  the  Ganga- washed  walls  of 
Caiiouge ;  f  is  yet  sufficiently  great  to  strike 
with  astonishment  the  insignificant  mortal, 
who  has  beheld  only  the  modern  cities  of 
Hitidoostan.  The  foot-paths,  which  are 
taked  at  the  sides  of  every  street,  are  filled 
with  a  busy  throng,  where  it  is  curious  to 
behold  women,  as  well  as  men,  apparently 
intent  upon  business,  entering  into  the 
shops,  and  making  purchases,  with  the  un*^ 
daunted  mien  of  masculine  assurance.  Far 
from  walking  along  the  streets,  with  that 
timid  air  of  shrinking  modesty,  which  dis* 

*  Onde.  said  in  tlie  M ahhabaret.  to  have  been  tbt 
fint  regular  imperial  city  of  Hindoostao,  and  extended, 
if  tre  may  believe  the  Bramins^  over  a  line  of  ten  Yogans,  * 
or  about /orf J/  milts  \  and  the  present  city  of  Lucknow 
ivas  only  a  lodge  for  one  of  its  gates. 

t  Canouge,  a  celebrated  ancient  city  of  Hindoostan, 
ion  the  banks  of  the  Ganges ;  whose  walls  are  said,  in 
the  Mahbabaret,  to  have  been  one  hundred  miles  k 
circumfereooe. 
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tioguishes  tEe  females  of  o)ir'rfu:e,*  whm 
they  venture  into  the  walks  of  men,  thdc 
fearless  eye  undaunted  meets  the  glances 
of  every  beholder:  and  happy  is  it  for. the 
men  of  the  country  that  it  doth  so;  forJf 
modesty  was  super-added  to  their  othtr 
charms,  it  would  be  impossible  to  guard 
the  heart  from  their  fascinating  influence. 

Having  heard  that  the  first  day  of  the 
week,  Audeetye  war,f  was  appointed  for 
attending  the  worship  of  the  Deity  in 
public,  I  expressed  to  Delomond  my  wish 
of  being  present  at  the  solemnity.  He  de- 
clined accompanying  me;  but  sent  to  a 
lady  of  his  acquaintance  to  beg  she  would 

-  *  . 

*  See  the  elegant  engrayings,  illtutiative  of  Mr 
Hodges's  remarks  on  this  subject^  in  his  TrmteU  m 
India. 

t  It  is  very  remarkable^  that  the  days  of  the  week 
are  named  in  the  Shaoscrit  language  from  the  jane 
planets  to  which  they  were  assigned  by  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.  » 
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accommodate  me  with  a  seat  in  her  pew. 
• — ^These  pews  are  little  idclosures,  into 
which  the  greatest  part  of  the  temple  is 
subdivided.  We  walked  up  to  that  which 
belonged  to  this  Bibby,  preceded  by  one  of 
her  servants,  who  opened  .the  door  of  the 
pew,  and  followed  by  another  in  the  same 
livery,  who  carried  the  books  of  prayer, 
with  which  having  presented  us,  he  retired. 
I  have  already  observed  to  you  how  scru- 
pulously the  English  Christians  adhere  to 
those  precepts  of  their  Shaster,  which  seem 
to'  discountenance  the  outwdird  appearance 
of  a  religious  sentiment ;  and  so  rigorously 
,  do  they  abstain  from  the  display  of  these 
delightful  emotions,  that  they  who  will 
thankfully  acknowledge  the  most  trifling 
obligations,  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
meanest  of  their  fellow-creatures,  would 
blush  to  be  suspected  of  gratitude  to  the 
beneficent  Governor  of  the  universe !  In- 
stead of  behaving  in  this  temple,  as  if  they 
had  assembled  together  to  send  up  their 
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united  tribute  of  praise,  thanksgiving,  and 
humble  supplication,  to  the  Most  High,  so 
successfully  did  they  affect  the  concealment 
of  their  devotional  sentiments,  that  no  one 
would  have  suspected  they  had  met  together 
for  any  other  purpose,  but  that  of  staring 
at  each  other's  dress  !  I  must,  however, 
make  an  exception  in  regard  to  a  small 
number  of  people,  very  plainly  habited,  who 
stood,  during  the  service,  in  a  part  of  the 
church  called  the  aisle;  these  appeared.no^ 
to  have  arrived  at  such  a  state  of  perfection. 
They  could  not  affect  indifference^  as  tttey 
joined  in  the  petition  for  averting  the  pu* 
nishment  of  sins ;  nor  conceal  the  interest 
they  had  in  the  glad  tiding^  of  eternal  hap- 
piness. They  listened  with  peculiar  compla- 
cency  to  the  accounts  of  him  who  *'  came 
to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor,''  and  the 
hopes  of  his  favour  seemed  to  irradiate  with 
joy  the  bosom  of  resignation.  A  female  of 
advanced  life,  in  whom  all  these  emotions 
were  discernible,  particularly  arrested  my 
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Attention.  The  paleness  of  her  countenance 
spoke  her  want  of  healthy  and  the  lines 
which  sorrow  had  traced  in  it,  accorded 
^ith  the  sable  weeds  of  widowhood  which 
she  wore.  She  appeared  ready  to  faint 
from  the  fatigue  of  long  standing,  and 
made  a  modest  application  to  a  person/ who 
seemed  to  act  as  porter  of  the  pews,  for 
admittance  into  one  of  them.  To  my  asto- 
nishment,  she  met  with  a  refusal ;  nor  did 
wy  one  of  the  gorgeously  apparelled  Chris- 
tians who  sat  in  them  appear  to  be  any  way 
concerned  for  her  situation;  indeed,  they 
all  seemed  to  regard  those  who  worshipped 
God  from  the  aisle,  as  if  they  had  been 
beings  of  an  inferior  race.  I  was,  however, 
well  convinced^  that  Christianity  admits  of 
no  such  distinctions;  and  supposing  the 
Christian  lady  who  sat  by  me,  though  her 
eyes  were  roving  to  all  parts  of  the  temple, 
was,  in  reality,  too  much  engaged  in  lier 
devotions  to  observe  what  passed,  I  took 
the  liberty  of  acting  for  her,  and,  opening 
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the  door  of  the  pew,  invited  the  poor  sick 
stranger  to  a  seat.  At  that  moment,  the 
priest  was  preferring  a  petition  in  favour  of 
all  ^^  fatherless  children,  and  widows^  and 
all  "who  are  desolate  and  oppressed ;""  to  which 
the  great  lady  had  just  uttered  the  response 
of,  "  We  beseech  thee  to  hear  us,  good 
Lord !" — ^when  observing  the  poor  woman 
by  her  side,  her  face  instantly  Pushed  a 
deep  crimson ;  rage  and  indignation  darted 
from  her  eyes,  and,  telling  the  fainting 
stranger,  that ,"  she  was  very  impudent  for 
daring  to  intrude  herself  into  her  presence," 
she  turned  her  out  into  the  aisle.  I  was 
weak  enough  to  be  shocked  at  the  beha^ 
viour  of  this  well-dressed  votary  of  Christi<- 
anity.  Ah!  thought  I,  can  it  be,  that  this 
woman  should  be  so  conscious  of  her  supe^ 
riority,  in  every  thing  which  constitutes 
distinction  in  the  eye  of  the  Omnipotent^ 
as  to  consider  herself  worthy  of  sitting  m 
his  presence,  while  she  spurns  from  her 
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own,  the  humble  child  of  poverty  and  af- 
fliction ? 


I  HAVE  just  returned  from  my  first  visit 
to  Doctor  Severan,  the  gentleman  to  whose 
attentions  Grey  has  most  particularly  re- 
commended me;  nor  could  he,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  Delomond,  have  done  me 
a'  more  essential  service.  My  accomplished 
friend,  who  was,  it  seems,  the  companion 
of  his  youthful  studies,  tells  me,  that  at  the 
university,  it  appeared  evident  that  he  was 
bom  to  be  the  ornament  of  science.  Whilst 
other  young  men  were  pursuing  the  gaudy 
phantom  of  pleasure,  his  time  was  occupied 
in  investigating  the  laws  of  nature,  in 
tearing  the  choicest  secrets  from  her  reluc- 
tant bosom,  or  in  tracing  her  foot-steps 

VOL.  II.  E 
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through  the  various  phasnotneaa  of  the  roa^ 
terial  world.— r Nor,  continued  Delomond, 
as  we  drove  to  this  gentleman's  house,  is  he 
less  estimable  as  a  man,  than  respectable  as 
a  philosopher.  But,  indeed,  the  connexion 
between  philosophy  and  virtue  is  "  so  na- 
tural, that  it  is  only  their  separation  that 
can  excite  surprise ;  for  is  not  the  very  basis 
of  science,  a  sincere  and  disinterested  love 
of  truth  ?  An  enlarged  view  of  things  caa- 
not  fail  to  destroy  the  effects  of  prejudice : 
and  while  it  awakens  in  the  mind  the  most 
sublime  ideas  of  the  great  original  Cause; 
it  promotes,  most  necessarily,  a  detestation 
of  every  thing  that  is  mean  or  base."  We 
just  then  stopped  at  the  door  of  his  friend, 
and  w^re  ushered  into  an  apartment  sur- 
rounded with  shelves  of  books,  arranged  in 
no  very  good  order ;  every  table,  and  almost 
every  seat,  was  occupied  by  numerous  odd 
shaped  vessels,  some  of  glass,  and  others  of 
metal,  but  for  what  use  I  could  not  possibly 
comprehend.     The  philosopher  himself  at 
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length  appeared  :  A  tall  thin  man,  of  ahout 
forty  years  of  age,  his  dress  put  on  in  a 
manner  particularly  careless ;  but  his  coun* 
tenance,  so  mild,  and  serious !  it  was  the 
very  personification  of  benignity.  He  ap- 
peared rejoiced  at  seeing  Delomond,  who, 
if  possible,  was  exalted  in  my  esteem,  by 
seeing  the  degree  of  estimation  in  which  he 
was  held  by  the  philosopher.  Myself  he 
received  in  the  most  gracious  manner ;  and, 
by  his  kindness  to  me,  he  gave  the  most 
convincing  proof  of  his  regard  for  my  friend 
Grey,  of  whom,  indeed,  he  spoke  very  hand-* 
somely.  He  informed  me,  that  Lady  Grey, 
widow  to  the  brother  of  our  friend,  was  then 
at  her  country  residence,  but  that  her  bro- 
ther. Sir  Caprice  Ardent,  for  whom  I  had 
likewise  a  letter  of  introduction,  was  in 
London ;  and  added,  that  he  should  do  him- 
self the  pleasure  of  accompanying  me  to 
the  house  of  this  gentleman,  the  day  after 
to-morrow ;  and  hoped  that  I  would  come 
to  eat  my  breakfast  xvith  him  before  we  went. 
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You  will  smile  at  the  invitation ;  and,  no 
doubt,  be  surprised  to  find  this  philosopher, 
whom  one  would  expect  to  soar  above  the 
practices  and  notions  of  the  vulgar,  taking 
such  a  method  of  shewing  his  hospitality ; 
but  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  get  the  better 
of  early  prejudice ;  nor  do  the  generality 
of  mankind  in  any  country,  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  customs,  to  which  they 
have  been  rendered  familiar  by  use.  Though 
to  us  it  appears  highly  absurd,  as  well  as 
grossly  indelicate,  to  see  people  looking  in 
each  others'  faces,  while  they  chew  their 
food,  and  calling  it  sociable  to  swallow  their 
morsel  at  the  same  moment ;  it  is  possible, 
that  these  Europeans  may  think  our  solitary 
manner  of  eating  equally  ridiculous ;  and  if 
they  abstain  from  censuring  it,  is  it  not  a 
proof  of  their  being  more  enlightened  ? 
Often  have  I  observed  to  you,  and  often  do 
I  see  reason  to  repeat  the  observation,  that 
it  is  they  only  who  have  conquered  the  force 
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^prejudice  in  themselves^  that  can  make  any 
allowance  Jbr  the  effects  of  it  in  others. 


Coffee-houses,  similar  to  that  described 
in  one  of  my  letters  from  Calcutta,  are  to 
be  met  with  in  every  quarter  of  this  city. 
Those  I,  have  here  seen  are  schools  of  poli- 
tiiis,  resorted  to  by  all  who  take  an  interest 
in  public  affairs  : — a  true  and  authentic 
stateinent  of  which  is  daily  printed  on  large 
sheets  of  paper,  and  copies  are,  I  am  told, 
sent  to  every  part  of  the  island.  In  tlic 
coffee-houses  these  are  handed  about  from 
politician  to  politician,  and  furnish  matter 
for  the  general  discourse.  For  my  part, 
though  possessed  of  a  sufficient  share  of 
curiosity,  I  did  not  care  to  be  too  forward 
in  seeking  to  pry  into  the  state  affairs  of 
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the  ,  country  ;  but,  having  accompanied 
Delomondy  yesterday,  into  a  neighbouring 
coffee-house,  and  hearing  a  gentleman  who 
sat  near  me  declare,  that  the  paper  he  was 
then  perusing,  was  indubitably  published 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  British 
Minister,  I  could  not  restrain  my  impatience 
to  examine  its  contents ; and  the  mo- 
ment he  laid  it  down,  I  eagerly  flew  to  its 
perusal. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  to  you,  the 
admiration  with  which  the  reading  of  this 
paper  inspired  me,  for  the  talents  and  vir* 
tues  of  this  sapient  noble,  who  presides  in 
the  supreme  councils  of  this^  happy  nation. 
So  extensive !  so  multifarious !  so  minute 
isive  the  subjects  of  hi^  concerns,  that  one 
contemplates  with  astonishment,  the  mind 
that  is  capable  of  grasping  such  an  infinity 
of  objects !  In  one  paragraph,  he  reports 
to  the  nation  the  account  of  a  Victory, 
which  their  armies  had  obtained,  or  nearly 
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obtairied,  over  the  forces  of  their  Christian 
enemiea ;  tdls  the  number  of  the  slain— Hif 
those  who  su^  still  sufiering  the  ^  agonies  of 
fam,  far  from  the  soothing  bakn  of  affec- 
tion !  hr  from  the  healing  consolations  of 
fnuendsfaip !— To  the  families  of  such  as  are 
in  a  situation  to  afford  the  expensive  insignia 
of  sbrrotv,  the  names  of  their  fallen  friends 
are  announced ;  but,  to  the  poor,  who  can 
only  afford  to  wear  mouirning  in  their  hearts, 
there  is  no  necessity  of  giving  such  a  par- 
ttcnktr  account  of  their  fiienda;  it  is  suffi- 
cient for  them  to  know,  that  few,  very  few 
of  them  can  ever  again  behold  Uieir  native 
homes  i  In  the  next  paragraph,  tiiis  puissant 
statesman  informs  tlie  world  of  the  Safe 
arrival  in  town  of  Sir  Dapper  Dawdle,  in  his 
phaeton  and  four ;  which,  and  many  simi* 
lar  pieces  of  InfelHgence,  are,  no  doubt, 
given,  with  the  beneficent  intention  of  in- 
forming the  poor  and  wretched,  where  they 
may  find  their  benefactors ;  those  who,  by 
their  liberal  and  repeated  acts  of  charity, 
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have  obtained  the  blessing  of  them  who  are 
ready  to  perish.  Nor  is  the  nourishment 
of  the  mind  neglected  by  this  wise  mini- 
ster:  the  public  are  informed,  in  this  news- 
paper, where  such  books  are  to  be  had,  as 
are,  doubtlesjs,  best  calculated  for  their  in- 
struction. I  have  already  told  you,  that 
the  females  of  this  place  go  themselves  into 
the  shops,  in  order  to  purchase  what  they 
want;  and,  methinks,  it  is  highly  praise- 
worthy of  this  good  superintendent  of  the 
kingdoim,  to  point  out  to  Xkit  fair  creatures, 
where  they  may  lay  out  their  money  to  the 
most  advantage.  They  are .  in  one  part 
strongly  assured  of  the  superior  excellence 
of  the  goods  at  the  Pigeons;  in  another, 
they  are  conjured  to  buy  their  stockings  at 
the  Fleece ;  their]  shoes,  their  gloves,  nay, 
the  very  powder,  with  which  they  disfigure 
their  beautiful  hair,  are  all  objects  of  thii^ 
good  nobleman's  tender  anxiety :  Indeed, 
the  proper  decoration  of  their  persons, 
seems  to  employ  no  inconsiderable  poition 
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of  his  attention ;  ^  there  is  no  deformity  of 
the  body,  no  disorder  of  the  skin,  against 
which  they  are  not  here  provided  with  a 
remedy.  Nor  doth  royal  dignity  itself, 
disdain  to  extend  its  cares  to  beautifying 
and  adorning  the  female  subjects  of  these 
realms.  You  will,  perhaps,  smile,  to  hear 
of  the  royal  firman's  being  attached  to  the 
ladies'  garters  ?  But  there  is  not  a  brush'  for 
their  nails,  nor  a  soap  for  their  hands,  nor 
a  powder  for  their  teeth,  nor  wash  for  their 
pretty  faces,  that  is  not  as  highly  honoured. 
Alas!  how  much  are  these  females  indebt- 
ed to -a  prince,  who  evinces  such  unequal- 
led solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  their 
beauty  \ 

Nor  doth  the  parental  care  of  royalty  for 
the  welfare  of  the  people  stop  here.  Their 
health  is  an  object  of  peculiar  concern. 
Innumerable  are  the  lists  of  medicines  of 
approved  efficacy,  which  are  here  recom- 
mended to  the  public.     I  reckoned  above 
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sixty,  that  bad  reoeived  the  royai  sanction, 
sealed  by  the  royal  ^rms,  and  meBtioned 
by  royal  authority.  When  we  reflect,  how 
many  nauseous  draughts,  the  reyal  counsel- 
lors  must  needs  have  tasted;  hdw  many 
bitter  pills,  they,  doubtless,  must  have 
swallowed,  before  they  could  advise  his 
Majesty  on  a  subject  so  important;  we 
can  scarcely  refrain  from  pitying  the  situa- 
tion  of  those,  whose  high  stations  impose 
upon  them  the  performance  of  such  disa^ 

greeable  duties  ! ! 1  could  famish  you 

wi\li  further  proofs  of  the  tender  care  of 
this  government,  for  the  health  and  happi- 
ness  of  its  subjects,  but  am  obliged  to  leave 
off,  on  account  of  my  visit  to  Sir  Caprice 
Ardent. 
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I  FORGET  whether  I  informed  you,  that 
a  necessary  part  of  my  establishment,  is  a 
carriage :  A  model  of  which,  I  have  this 
morning  purchased  for  you,  at  what  is 
Called  a  toy-shop,  that  you  may  form  some 
idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  great  are 
drawn  about  the  streets  of  this  city.  Num« 
bcrs,  however,  even  of  an  exalted  rank, 
occasionally  walk :  nor  is  it  thought  any 
degradation,  to  make  use  of  their  own  legs. 
I  this  morning  met  the  Heir-Apparent  of 
the  tlirone,  walking  on  foot,  in  the  very 
street  in  which  I  live ;  far  from  appearing 
in  my  eyes  as  shorn  of  his  dignity,  by  thus 
condescending  to  mingle  with  his  people, 
it  shed  upon  it,  in  my  opinion,  a  beam  of 
additional  lustre.     Ah !  what  a  transcen- 
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dent  degree  of  excellence  must  we  suppose 
these  highly  favoured  Princes  to  possess, 
who,  together  with  the  dignified  sentiments 
of  their  exalted  rank,  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  that  instruction,  which  is  only  to  be 
obtained  by  commerce  with  the  world !  The 
mirror  of  truth  is  set  before  them,  and, 
surely,  they  will  never  turn  from  it  to  view 
themselves  through  the  distorting  medium 
of  vemal  flattery,  and  deceitful  adulation ! ! 
— But,  to  return  from  this  digression ;  I 
took  up  Dr  Severan,  according  to  appoint- 
ment, and  proceeded  with  him  to  the  housb 
of  the  Baronet,  which  is  situated  at  the 
upper  end  of  a  short  street,  none  of  the 
buildings  of  which  are  yet  completed ;  they 
seem  as  if  they  were  intended  for  houses  of 
very  different  sizes  and  shapes,  and  at  pre- 
sent have  a  very  strange  appearance;  but^ 
it  is  impossible  to  form  any  idea  of  what 
they  may  be,  when  finished.  The  entrance 
to  the  house  of  Sir  Caprice,  was  somewhat 
obstructed  by  heaps  of  rubbish,  occasioned, 
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as  we  soon  learn  ed,  by  the  destruction  af 
a  row  of  pillars,  of  Grecian  architecture, 
with  which  the  hall  had  been  originally 
graced.  These  proud  ornaments,  which, 
during  the  short  period  of  their  exaltation, 
had  heard  the  lofty  roof  which  they  sus- 
tained re-echo  the  voices  of  their  flatterers, 
were  on  a  sudden,  disgraced,  dismissed^ 
and  hurled  headlong  to  the  ground !  Their 
fell  was  like  that  of  the  favourites  of  prin- 
ces, which  shakes  the  throne  they  once 
appeared  destined  to  support.  A  long  train 
of  dependants  were  involved  in  the  mighty 
ruin,  and  it  was  not  without  some  degree 
of  danger,  that,  following  the  servant,  we 
scrambled  through  this  scene  of  desolation 
to  the  apartment  of  Sir  Caprice,  whom  we 
found  seated  at  a  large  table,  on  which 
an  innumerable  quantity  of  plans,  maps, 
models  of  buildings,  and  other  various  or- 
naments, were  heaped.  After  reading  the 
letter  I  had  brought  him,  congratulating 
me  on  my  arrival  in  England,  and  inquir- 
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ing  after  the  health  of  Mr  Grey,  he  turned 
to  Doctor  Severan,  and  expressed,  in  strong 
terms,  the  particular  pleasure  he  at  that 
moment  felt  in  seeing  him. — "  I  know 
you  are  a  man  of  taste,"  cried  he,  "  and 
shall  be  wonderfully  happy  to  have  your 
advice  on  the  plan  of  a  new  building, 
which  I  intend  shall  be  something  very 
extraordinary.  Here  it  is,"  continued  he, 
holding  up  a  small  model;  "  here,  you 
see,  I  have  contrived  to  unite  all  the  or- 
ders of  architecture  in  regular  gradation; 
here,  you  will  please  to  observe,  that  the 
basis  is  truly  Gothic ;  above  that,  observe 
the  Tuscan ;  above  that  the  Composite,  the 
Corinthian,  the  Doric,  the  Ionic — all  placed 
as  they  never  were  placed  before !  Still, 
however,  the  top  is  unfinished ;  for  that  I 
have  had  many  plans  ;  but  that  which 
pleases  me  best,  is,  the  idea  of  crowning 
the  whole  with  a  Chinese  temple;  is  it  not 
a  good  thought,  eh  ?  Perhaps  this  gentle- 
man could  furnish  me  with  a  hint.     Pray, 
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sir,**  turning  to  me,  "  has  the  Emperor  of 
China  done  any  thing  new  in  this  way,  of 
late  ?"  The  philosopher,  perceiving  my  con- 
fusion, reminded  this  noble  builder,  that  I. 
w»  ftoo.  Bengal,  and  had  .ever  b«n  ia 
China  in  my  life.  "  From  Bengal?  Ay,  ay, 
I  had  forgot;  a  Hindoo,  is  he?  Well,  well, 
perhaps,  then,  ho  could  give  me  a  plan  of 
a  mosque,  a  minaret,  or  some  such  thing ; 
it  would  oblige  me  extremely,  as  it  would 
be  something  quite  new  and  uncommon." 
Perceiving  that  he  waited  my  answer,  I 
told  him,  that  I  certainly  had  had  many 
opportunities  of  seeing  mosques,  some  of 
the  most  stately  of  which  were  built  from 
the  ruins  of  our  ancient  temples,  particular- 
ly that  at  Benares,  the  minarets  of  which 
were  esteemed  eminently  beautiful ;  but, 
that  as  I  had  never  been  in  one,  I  was  alto- 
gether unqualified  to  give  an  accurate  des- 
cription of  them.  "  Did  not  trouble  church 
much,  I  Suppose,  sir  ?"  rejoined  he,  with  an 
arch  smile.   "  Good  heaven ! "  cried  Severan, 
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'^  do  you  not  know,  that  a  moaque  is  a  Ma- 
homedan  place  of  worship,  and  have  I  not 
already  told  you,  that  this  gentleman  is  a 
Hindoo?" — "  Ay,  ay,  I  had  forgot,  he  is  a 
heathen.  So  much  the  be|;ter;  I  shall  love 
him,  if  he  hates  all  priests  and  priest-ridden 
fools;  I  never  knew  any  good  come  of 
either."  So  saying,  he  offered  me  his  hand, 
and  shook  mine  in  a  inost  cordial  manner. 
He  then  renewed  his  solicitations  for  the 
opinion  of  Severan,  in  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  should  finish  his  projected 
building,'*  (a  building,  for  which  he  had 
not  yet  fixed  upon  a  situation)  :  the  philo- 
sopher eluded  any  further  dissertations  on 
the  subject,  with  great  dexterity,  and  finally 

*  Explanations  of  the  terms  of  Architecture,  &c. 
though  very  necessary  to  the  friends  of  the  Rajah»  it 
fvas  thought  would  be  rather  tiresome  to  the  Eng^h 
reader ;  they  are  therefore  onaitted  by  the  Translator, 
who  has  frequently  been  obliged  to  take  liberties  of  the 
same  nature. 
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pietfaikd  upon  i  Mm  %o  introduce  as  to  the 
apartment  of  his  lady. 
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.  We  found  Lady  Arden%  and  her  eldest 
daughter^  in  the  apartment  called'the  draw'^^ 
ing^^room.  Thqy  were  prepased  to  go  out^ 
«  and  had  theur  carriage  waiting  for  them  at 
the  door;  but^  on  our  entrance,  politely 
resumed  thdr  seats.  The  countenance  of 
neither  of  these  ladies  exhibited  one  single 
line,  that  could  lead  to  the  development 
of  their  characters ;  ail  was  placid  unifor- 
mitfj  and  unspeakmg  regularity  of  feature. 
Surely,  said  I  to  myself^  these,  women  must 
have  arrived  at  the  very  zenith  of  perfec- 
tion! How  effectually  must  ev^ry  passion 
have  been  subdued  under  the  glorious  em- 
pire of  reason,  before  they  could  have  attain- 
ed isuch  inexpressive  indifference !  It  is  true, 
that  in  their  eyes  the  sparkling  chubdar** 


*  Tbe  servant  whose  business  it  is  to  proclaim  the 
titles  of  any  great  personage. 
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of  intellect  d6tb  not  proclaim  his  .master'9 
presence — but  the  apathy  which. sits upoa 
their  foreheads,  speaks  in  plain  language, 
their  contempt  of  th^.  worM  and  its  va- 
nities. With  them,  as  with  the  beloN 
ved  of  Krishna^  pain,  and  pleaisure  are  as 
One  i  The  modesty  of  female  bashfulness  , 
sealed  the  lips  of  the  yoimg  lady,  but  her 
mother  inquired  after  my  friend .  Grey,  if 
not  with  affection,  at  least  with  much  p<H 
liteness.  She  treated  me  (as  I  was  told  by 
Doctor  Severan)  with  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  attention.  She  gave  me  a  slip  of 
stiff  paper,  on  which  was  marked  the.lOtb 
day  of  the  next  month,  which  I  was  in- 
formed by  my  friend,  was  an  invitation .  to 
a  rout;  that  is  to  say,  an  entertainment, 
where  a  vast  number  of  rational,  wise^  •  and 
weli-informed  votaries  of  immortality,  meet 
together,  not  to  converse,  but  to  look  at; 
each  other,  and  to  turn  over  the  bits  of 
painted  paper  called  cards !    After  recerv- 
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ing^  this  mark,  of  ^  her  ladyship's  attention, 
we  took  our  leave,  and  retired. 

I  was.  curious  to  know  some  further  par-^ 
ticulars  of  a  family,  whose  manners  appear- 
ed to  me  so  peculiar ;  and  Doctor  Severan, 
whom  I  have  the  happiness  of  seeing  every 
day,  has  had  the  goodneas  amply  to  gratify 
my  curiosity.  He  began  with  observing, 
that  "  to  those  who  take  pleasure  in  in- 
vestigating the  phenomena  that  fall  under 
their  observation,  either  mental  or  material, 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that  things  are 
so ;  they  must  develop  the  causes  in  which 
they  have  originated.  As  there  are  few 
substances  found  in  a  natural  state,  whose 
constituent  parts  cannot  be  separated  from 
each  other  by  the  methods  used  in  chemis- 
try, so  there  are  few  predominant  disposi- 
tions of  the  mind,  which  may  not  be  ana- 
lyzed and  traced  through,  their  origin  and 
progress,  hy  any  one  who  will  give  himself 
the  trouble  to  pursue  the  necessary  process; 
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*^  This  inytstigation,-  if  akxmrately  fbl- 
lowed,"  continued  my  friend,  "will  inva* 
riably  lead  us  to  the  early  education  of  the 
object  of  it  In  i>  we  will  comniotily  ^nd 
an  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
peculiar,  combination  of  ideas  that  vAiu 
mately  forms  character,  hai  been  produc- 
ed;  to  it,  therefore,  we  must  always  recur 
in  our  analy2ation  of  the  propensities  and 
conduct  of  any  individual. 

.  "  The  father  of  Sir  Caprice  was  three 
times  married.«-^His  first  wife,  who  was  tfaie 
heiress  of  a  wealthy  family,  died  soon  after 
the  birth  of  a  daughter,  in  whom  the  for* 
tunes  of  her  family  are  at  present  centered 
-*-His  second  wife,  the  mother  of  Sir  Ca* 
prioe^  brought  him  no  other  dower  besides 
beauty  and  good  teniper.  Her  premature 
death  overwhelmed  him  in  affliction ;  but, 
happily,  just  as  he  was  erecting  a  mmiu^ 
ment  to  her  memory,  in  the  inscription  of 
which  he  gave  notice  to  the  world,  that 
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his  fltffiections  were  for  ercr  buried  in  her 
ttmky 'ajxonsoliiig'angel  appeared  tocom^ 
ibit  hiiDyfin  tfaeikha^  of  lady  Caroline 
Bea^^l(mtt^. 


This  bid3%  who  brought  him  only  one 
daughter;  proved-  an  exiceHent  wSfe^  and 
would  hare^ been  ^one  of  the  bisst  of  biotberi 
to  bit  chRdren,  bat  for  a~  certain'  tifsMilnyr 
of  temper,^  which  redtraiined  her^froib-eseiftr 
ing  authority  over  :the  childroti  of:  4nofeheft 
fiom  her,  tb^refor^,  they  >  vMi  >  with  ludir 
Jtoited  indulgence^  that  Ao&t  powerful  inr 
flamef  ;of  the  passions,  in  whose  high  test** 
peratnre^  fortitude  k  lott»*  and"  aelfishn^il^ 
arrogance,,  and  pride,  are  inseparably  t»nir 

ted."  •<;.'■:        •"■.     •",'"       .■* '  'i' 

^'  Their  father  having  a  dislike  to  public 
schools,  and  resolving  that  ^  bis  daughter 
should  sham  the  advantages  of  a  olaissioil 
education  with  his  son,  provided  them  with 
a  tutor  at  home — the  reverend  Mr  Ergo.. 
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Well  do  I  i^iiiMiber  him.  He  iaifteniirards 
got  the  living  of  our  parish,  and  u$ed  t0 
stiiiF  his  sermons  with  Greek  and  Hebnewv 
in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  ihe  poor 
people  stare  at  the  depth  of  his  knowledge, 
in-  truth,  he  was  a  most  profound  linguist ; 
a  complete  walking  vocabulary; — but  of 
every  virtue  that  dilates  the  heart,  of  every 
science  that  expands  the  soul,  he  was  oomi* 
pletely  ignonant*  The  highest  idea  he  could 
form  of  the  efforts  of  human  intellect,,  was 
confined  to  an  accurate  knowledge  of  nmms, 
verbs,  cases,  and  tenses;  and,  to  commit 
iliese  to  the  memory  of  his  pupils,  was  the 
chief  object  of  his  solicitude.  Unqualified 
to  fix  the  gpnerous  principle  in  the  ductile 
bosom,  he  attended  not  to  the  development 
of  mind,  but,  on  the  contrary,  extolled  as 
marks  of  genius,  the  early  whims  and  ca- 
prices of  his  pupil,  which  were,  in  reality, 
the  ebullitions  of  an  unregulated  imagina- 
tion. 


•  ^  It  is,  perfcaps,-  to  this  want  of  jtidg^ 
meAt  in  the  tutor,  that  the  extraordinary 
degree  '  of  ardour  and  unsteadiness,  which 
has-^l^dthigaishcd  the  Baronet,  may,  in  some 
degree,  be  attribute.  A  {recital  of  the 
various  am)io^po&i;t^e'{^uit8uit$,.  in  which  he 
has  been  at  xlifierent  times  engaged,  wil}  be 
the  besft  illustration  I  can  give  you  of  l^h 
chaTacter,  which  is  such  a  one,  as,  I  sup4. 
pose,  your  eastern  world  has  n^ver  pro^ 
dttced.  He.  is,  however,  by/oo  means  an 
tmiquev  in  this  .part  of  the  world ;  where  the 
liberty  of  committing  every  folly  that  sug^f 
gests  itself  to  the  fancy,  is  considered  as. 
the  most  glorious  privilege^ 

**  The  ardour  of  Sir  Caprice's  mind,"  con^- 
trnued  my  friend,  "  was,  for  the  first  two 
years  after  his  father's  death,  expended  upon 
running  horses  ;  at  length,  finding  himself 
tBifen  m  by  bis  compeers  of  the  turf,  cheats 
ed  by  his  grdoms,  and  most  frequently  dis^^ 
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tainc^d  at  the  po$t,  he  scdd  his  raoers,  md 
forswore  Newmarket  for  ever.'* 

Here  I  was  obliged  to  beg  an  explana^ 
tfton  from  the  philosopher,  and  foandi  thift 
it  is  customary  for  the  great  mea  in  thia 
kmgdoiri,  in  their  exertion  of  the  privif 
kge  fainted  at  above^  to  expend!  imineii^f 
sums  of  money  on  ia.  ifiery  bteiitifuV  though 
useless  species  df  horses.  These  animals 
adre,  iK>wievcr,  doomed  to  eKpeiienoe<^^)  t2ite 
effects  of  tlie  capridioiiis  hunio<iirs  of  their 
masiters/  At  one  time,  they  are  consideued 
as  tbe^dearest  A  lends,  ami  most  loved  com** 
panions  of  their  lords,  who  are  never  do 
happy,  as  when  in  the  apartments  of  their 
foar-Ie^^d  favourites.  While  this  fit  of 
fimdnesa  laslB,  they  are  attended  by  nume'' 
nnis  servants^  who,  taking  consiequence 
fhmi  the  dignity  of  their  employment^  are 
at  Ofuce  the  most  insolent,  and  most  rafm'- 
Gtdus  of  the  don^stic  tribe.  Some  of  these 
axe  employed  in  rubbing  the  skins  of  the 
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horsM  iftto  ia  beautiful  polish,  while  otfaierai 
serve  them  with  the  chdcest  food^  Nay, 
sa  far  does'  their  care  extend,  that,  as  if  the 
(thithing  of  nature  \r ere  >m>t  sttScient;^  tbey 
provide  them  with  wooileii  garments,  wfaidi 
coimpldtdy' 'Cover  their  whole  bodies.  Will 
Aot  Maandaara  think,  that  the  truth  hath 
fersaJcen  his  friend^  when  I  say,  that  the 
UameiAxng  of  these  unfortutiate  fa^'ourites, 
lormsrotie  of  the  chief  amusements  of  the 
English  fi^Uty  ?  But,  so  it  is ; — at .  cet'^ 
ttaxx  appcMoted  periods,  they  are  l^rought 
Out  in  the  midst  of  a  concourse  of  specti^ 
tors,  tstripped  of  their  inle  clothing;  and 
In-ced  to  gallop  vMiXid  a  certain  piece  of 
ground  full  speed,  while,  for  the*  amiise'* 
ment  of  their  crud  masters,  they  arc  whip- 
ped, and  even  goaded  by  sharp  instruiAents 
of  steel,  until  the  blood  :flows  in  streams 
from  their  lacerated  bodies^  and  this  is  call- 
ed sport  1 — But,  to  return  to  Sir  Caprice 
Afdent.    If :  I  rightly  Tcmemberj  the  next 

<  

pursmt  upon  which,  according  to  Doctor 
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Severan's  account,  he  employed  the*  vigour' 
of  his  mind,  was  hunting.  Here  are  noi 
Jungles  in  which  to  pursue  the  ferocious: 
tyrants  of  the  forest.  Here,  courage  is  ndb 
called  forth  in  the  attack  of  the  wild  elen 
phant,  or  the  ^roaring  lion.  Nor'  is  acti-^ 
vityand  watchfulness  necessary,  to-guani 
against  the.  sudden  spring  of  the  ^^rnage^ 

.  loving  tiger.  The  pursuit  of  a  small  ani-* 
mal,  called  a  fox,  employs  the  vigour  of 
the  English  hunters.  The  mischief  which 
the  philosopher  informed  me,  was  done  by 

•  Sir  Caprice,  and  hw  friends,  in  pursuit  of 
this  little  animal,!  confess^  appeared  tame 
altogetl^er  unaccountable.  He  mentioned 
their  having  spoiled  fifteen  farms,  by  break> 
ing  down  the  fences,  and  that  a  young 
wood,  of  great  extent,  which  had  beeq 
planted  by  his  father,  was,  by  the  advice  o& 
one  of  the  companions  of  Sir  Caprice,  in 
order  to  give  free  scope  to  the  magnani-* 
mous  pursuers  of  the  red  fugitive,  burned 
to  the  ground.     Another  consequence  o^ 
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thifi  diversion  was,  to  mc,  equally  incom- 
prehiensible.  Notwithstanding  the  cold^, 
ness  of  the  climate,  it  seems  to  be  produo 
tive  of  the  most  aisrtonishing  degriee  of  thir^b 
The  sum  of  money,  which,  according  to 
the  calculation  of  Doctor  Severan,  was  ex> 
pended  by  Sir  Caprice,  on  the  wine  gulped 
down  by  his  companions  of  the  chaser 
"Would/ if  it  had  been  employ edJn  improve 
f»g  the  uncultivated  parts  of  his  estate^ 
hsLve  been  sufficient  to  have  made  the  baiV 
ren  wilderness  a  garden  of  delights. 


V      'T 


**  Next  to  bunting,"  said  Doctor  Seve^ 
tan,  "  sRLiGceeded  the  love  of  equipage  and 
iine  clothes.  It  was  now  the  ambition  of 
the  Baronet's  heart,  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  ladies.  His  ambition  was,  perhaps, 
in  no  other  pursuit  of  his  life,  so  fully  grai* 
tified'.'  Wherever  he  appeared,  his  exqui* 
site  taste  was  the  object  of  unbounded  ad? 
miration. 


^  I 
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"  To  have  a  wife,  whose  b^uty  would 
justify  the  opinion  entertaiiied  of  lua  taste, 
and  who  would  likewise  givb  him^a  new 
opportunity  of  displaiying;it  in  the  choice 
of  female  ornaments,  now  engrossed  his 
cares.  Such  a  one  be  soon  met  with.  You 
have  seen  his  lady.  She  is  what  is  com* 
monly  called,  one  of  the  best  oj  women.  •  To 
an  evenness  of  temper,  flowing  from  ibsen^ 
flibiiity,  she  addss  a  strict  observance  of  aU 
tl^-  rules '  of  politeness  and  good  breeding, 
taught  by  that  sort  of  education  given  at 
inodern  boarding-schools ;  which,  being 
directed  to  unessential  forms,  and  useless 
acQomplishmehts,  renders  the  character  cold 
and  artificial;  Though  incapable  of  gene* 
rous  friendship,  or  heart-warming  aifectiob, 
s^e  is  never  deficient  in  the  exjternal  cel^ 
monials  of  respect ;  and,  though  she  never 
did  a  kind  or  good-natured  thing  in  her 
life,  the  low  tetnperature  of  her  passions 
assists  her  in  preserving  that  semblance  of 
placidity,    often,   very  improperly,    called 


maoeeftnesSf  which  at  all  times  appears  in  her 
countenance. 

1  M  With  a  better  understanding,  she  mighty 
^rhaps,  have  directed  the  effervescence  of 
her  husband's  disposition  to  some  useful 
purpose,  and  restrained  it  within  the  limits 
6f  common  sense.  As  it  is,  she  contents 
herself,  if,  by  the  assistance  of  a  little  cun- 
ning, in  which  women  of  this  class  of  in^^ 
tellect  are  never  deficient,  she  can  work  out 
any  little  end,  to  which  her  little  selfish 
mind  inclines  her. 


"  It  would  be  too  tedious,"  continued 

,  Severan,  "  to  follow  the  Baronet  through 

all  the  various  whims  and  fancies,  in  which 

Ms  restless  spirits  have  discharged  them* 

selves. 


"  The  only  period  in  which  I  ever  knew 
reading  to  occupy  much  of  his  time,  was 
soon  after  his  marriage,  when  he  took  to 
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8ti:idying  books  of  education ;  and  had  ac^ 
tually  from  these  composed  a  treatise,  for 
the  instruction  of  his  expected  heir;  which, 
however,  was  forgot  before  the  child  had 
learned  to  speak,  for  then  he  had  turned 
improver. 

"  It  was  then,  that  the  fine  grove  of 
oaks  and  chesnuts,  the  massy  richness  of 
whose  foliage  served  equally  to  shelter  and 
adorn  his  stately  mansion,  was  levelled 
to  the  ground ;  and  every  spot  within 
sight  of  the  windows,  metamorphosed  into 
*  a  dry  smooth-shaven  green,'  awkwardly 
sprinkled  with  knarled  sapplings,  and  ill- 
formed  clumps  of  shrubbery.  How  far 
this  spirit  of  improvement  might  have  led 
him,  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture ;  for  h 
was  still  at  its  height,  when  a  piece  of 
silver  ore,  found  by  one  of  the  workmen, 
in  digging  a  canal,  intended  to  meander 
through  the  grounds,  gave  a  new  object  to 
his  ever  ardent  mind* 


V 
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^  Far  three  sleepless  nights^  his  fancy 
revelled  in  all  the  riches  of  Peru*  Miners 
were  brought  from  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  greatest  encouragement 
offered  to  those  who  should  be  successful 
in  discovering  the  vein,  of  the  existence  of 
which,  he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt 
Huge  excavations  were  made  in  various 
directions,  «11  begun  in  hope,  and  ending 
in  disappointment:  The  miners  strictly 
followed  the  usual  example  of  our  British 
ministers  of  state ;  jwho,  when  they  have 
plunged  the  nation  into  an  unnecessary  and 
unsuccessful  war,  take  care,  when  the  ac« 
count  of  defeat  comes  from  one  quarter,  to 
amuse  the  attention  of  the  public,  with  the 
prospect  of  better  success  in  another;  and 
Sir  Caprice,  like  the  honest  British  people, 
was  too  willing  to  be  deceived,  to  suffer 
himself  to  discover  the  trick.  At  length, 
finding  his  miners  grow  rich,  in  proportion  as 
he  grew  poor,  his  patience  became  entirely 
exhausted ;  and,  with  many  execrations  on 
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their  knavery,  and  bis  own  folly,  lie  rod* 
denly  dismissed  them  all,  slnd  set  ihimsdf 
diligently  to  repair  the  devastations  they 
had  committed  on  the  face  of  his.  estate. 
— It  was  this  circumstance  that  perhaps 
turned  his  thoughts  to  agriculture,  whlch^ 
as  he .  contrived  to  manage  it,  was  as,  mir 
productive  a  folly,  as  any  in  which  he  fa^ 
ever  yet  eng^iged.      With    such  avidity, 
however,  did  he  enter  into  it,  that  I  well 
remember  him   walking  about  the  fields 
with  a  silver  spoon  in  his  hand,  to  taste  the 
different  composts,  into  the  specific  <  quali- 
ties of  which  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
examine;    and,  ignorant  of  chemical  pro* 
cess,  he  trusted  to  his  palate,  for  a  disco- 
very  of  the  acids  of  alkalis  they  contained. 
It  would  seem,  that^  in  this  particular,  it 
had  proved  a  deceitful  guide; — for,   not- 
withstanding his  delicacy  of  taste,  and  a^ 
though  he  had  laid  out  his  fields  in  the  best 
method,  that  the  best  theoretical  writers 
had  pointed  out,  he  had  the  worst  crops 
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that  were  knbwti  in  the  coilntry :  he  was,  at 
kngth,  contented  to  replace  the  old. tenants 
in  their  farms;  and  finding  his  estate xonsi^ 
-derably  incumbered  by  his  vaiiodsv^^^asues 
af  ibrtone-iniaking;^  (avarice  having  >ndw  be^ 
jeome  :tbe  passion  ,which  chiefly  ^predoaunatr 
fidAoL  his Jieart),  he  resolved  for  a  few  years 
lb[  try' the  economical  plan  of  travelling. 
jyb/acGot'dingly  set  out  for  the  continenti 
with /his  lady,  leaving  his  eldest  daughter 
St  the  most  fashioiabie  boarding-school  in 
Xipftdon  ;:  his  second,  who  had  been  adopt- 
^ifirom^tbe  hour  of  her,  birth  by  his!  sister^ 
Miis  Ardent,  remained  with .  her ;  and  the 
JiroEitgest  had  the  happiness  of  being  recei*^ 
ited:  under  the  xoof  of  her  excellent  aunt, 
Lady  Grey,  i 

«  * 

"  Sip  Caprice  Ardent  and. his  lady  re- 
mained abroad  for  six  years ;  in  the  course 
of  which,  pdribd  fai3  lady  brought  him  three 
sons^  only  ^one  >  of  whom:  survives ;..  a  poor 
puny  boy, Iso:. completely  spoiled  by  induU 
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gence,  that  there  is  iio  .hearmg  his;/pettt- 
lanoe  and  prate.  During  the  residence  of 
our  Baronet  in  Italy,  he  gave  tafficient 
proofs  to  his  friends,  that  the  change  of  at- 
mosphere had  no  effect  on  tiK  tempcriameiit 
of  his  mind.  Antiques,  music,  pictures^ 
statues,  intaglios,  and  even  bntteiifliri,  mcM^ 
in  their  turns,  the  exclusive  objects  of  hi^ 
attention.  The  death  of  a  relation  who 
bequeathed  him  a  large  legacy,  brouglit 
him  at  length  back  to  his  country,  just  aa 
the  rage  for  building  had  begun  to  ocospy 
his  mind.  With  its  effects  you  are  suffi* 
ciently  acquainted ;  and  you  will  probablf, 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  summier,  see  it 
give  place  to  some  other  absuidity,  whidh 
will  be  entered  on  with  equal  ardour,  tna^ 
naged  with  equal  skill,  and  ultimately 
abandoned  with  equal  fkdlity." 

Alas  1  cried  I,  I  find  that  fblfy  is  a  plant 
which  flourishes  in  every  dime;  it  only 
diffinrs  in  the  colouring.    But  if  it  is  not 
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tiltnifiiiig'  too  tu  upon  your  time  and  .pa;- 
titece,  1  shottU  be  glad  to  knovr^  what  hae 
it  Bsaumed  in  the yoiuig  lady  ;(vho.Wafi  ediu- 
tdted  igry  the  salne  tutDn:     ^  ^  i 

•  •        . . 

My.  fritod  willkigly  gratified  irty  cttrtd- 
s%,  and  thus  .|)f  obesded : 

""  To  the  eldest  sister  of  Sir  Caprite,  who 
ittkertted  from  nature  a  stronger  intellect^ 
dad.  qoichet  perception  ^aatn  her  brother 
tlie  tditioa  of  Doctor  Ergo  was  attended 
id^  mpie  bentsfietal  coni^qti^K)e&  The 
Mcieat  autho»)  whose  works  were  by  him 
put  into  her  hands,  merely  as  exercises  in 
the  dead  languages,  attracted  her  atten- 
tion^ She  acqtsired  a  taste  fbr  their  beau- 
tids^iand  sopa^becartie  so  addicted  to  read*- 
iftg/as,  ataitieafty  peii<xl  of  life  tendered 
her.mtstresa  of  an  extensile  degree  of  in^ 
iqnnation.  <ftit,  alasl  it  is  not  merely  a 
Isnowledge/of  the  £a>cts  contained  in  hfs^ 
tory;  nm"  ^/tieliih  !fi»  the  beauties  of  poetic 
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imagery,  nor  a  superficial  ajcquaintandewith 
any  branch  of  science,  that  can  e£fectuaUy 
expand  the  powers  of  the  human  *  muKL 
For  that  great  end,  the  judgment  must  be 
quaUfied  to  apply  them  to  useful  purposes. 
It  was  this  deficiency,  which  led  Miss  Ar- 
dent to  value  her  accidental  attainmeaits 
at  so  high  a  rate,'  as  to  make  her  despise 
not  only  the  weaknesses,  ihut  even  the  do- 
mestic virtues  of  her  own  sex...  Their  oc*- 
cupations  and  amusements  ishe  treated  with 
jthe  utmost  contempt ;  and.  thought  that  in 
this  contempt,  sHe  gave  tber  surest  proof  of 
the  superiority  of  her  own  mascujimuinderr 
standing.  ,'<>''        ^  . 

**  From  her  mind  the  particles  of  vani- 
ty were  not  expelled,  they  only  assumed  a 
new  form.  Instead  of  the  attention  Vo  ex- 
ternal beauty,  fisminine  graces,  and  elegant 
manners,  the  vanity  of  Wm  Ardent  ap- 
peared  in  an  affectation  of  originality  <of 
sentiment^  and  an  intrepid  i^ngulaiity  iof 
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conduct  In  support  of  this  character,  she 
altogether  loses^  sight  of  her  own,  which  is 
naturally  gentle  and  benevolent ;  and  en- 
forces her  opinions  in  so  dictatorial  a  man* 
ner,  as  renders  her  equally  the  object  of 
dread  and  dislike  to  the  generality  of  her 
acquaintance.  And,  indeed,  it  must  be 
acknowledged,  that  this  accomplished  wo* 
man,  in  her  eagerness  to  display  the  strength 
of  her  mind,  too  often  lays  aside  that  outer 
robe,  of  delicacy,  which  is  not  only  the 
ornament,  but  the  armour  of  female  virtue ; 
and  that  she  never  attempts  to  shine,  with- 
out exciting  the  alternate  emotions  of  ad- 
miration and  dbgu&t." 

Good  heaven!  exclaimed  I,  and  is  this 
the  consequence  of  female  learning  ?  is  the 
mind  of  ip^oman  really  formed  of  such  weak 
materials,  that  as  soon  as  it  emerges  from 
ignorance,  it  must  necessarily  become  in- 
toxicated with  the  fumes  of  vanity  and 
conceit  ? 


lOSi 

**  And  did  your  hi^nesa  ntver  9ee  a> 
TMli  pedant?"  replied  the  philo$ophaf« 
'^  Did  you  never  bdbold  a  man  destitute; 
of  early  education^  and  oon6ned .  to  the 
society  of  ignorant  and  illiterate  people^, 
who  bad  fay  some  chance  acquired  a  know*- 
ledge  of  books ;  and  did  he  not  appear  aa^ 
proud  of  his  superior  information,  as  ridir 
culously  vain,  as  arrogant,  as  ostentatious^: 
and  conceited,  as  any  learned  lady  that 
ever  lived  ?  or,  if  a  more  phle^atic  tem-» 
per  prevented,  the  effcrvescencci  of  vanity 
from  displaying  it^lf  in  the  same  manner^ 
it  is  ten  to  one,  that  he  was  still  more  in-^ 
sufFerable  by  his  dogmatic  pedantry  and 
superciliousness.  The  reason  why  such 
characters  are  not  so  frequently  to  be  met 
with  amongst  men,  is,  that  (in  this  couur 
try  at  least)  the  education  of  boys  ifl>  in 
some  degree  calculated  to  open,  and  gracfait 
ally  to  prepare  the  mind  for  the  reception 
of  knowledge;  that  of  girls,  on  the  con^ 
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trary,  k  ffom  their  very  crftdles  mimical  ta 
the  cttltiva.liou  of  any  one  rational  idea. 

^'  In  thje  mental  ajs  in  the  material  wor}d^ 
simtlar '  causes  will  eyer  produce  similar 
effects :  Let  the  combination  of  ideas  be 
attended  to  from  the  earliest  period  of  life ; 
let  the.  mind  be  early  taught  to  think; 
taught  to  form  a  juat  estimate  of  the  ob- 
jects^ within  the  reach  of  its  observation  ;^ 
andy  appreciating  every  thing  by  its  useful 
nais,  led  to  see,  that  genim  is  less  valuable 
than  virtuey  and  that  the  knowledge  of 
every  science,  and  the  attainment  of  every 
accomplishment^  sinks  into  insignificance, 
when  compared  to  the  uniform  perform^* 
ance  of  any  known  duty.  Will  the  mind, 
whether  it  belongs  to  male  or  female,  that 
is  thus  prepared,  be  elated  into  arrc^ance, 
by  learning  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
different  ages,  even  though  taught  to  read 
them  in  the  langnage  in  which  they  were 
originally  written?    will   it  become   less 
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modest,  less  amiable,  less  engaging,  Sot 
having  been  enlarged  by  this  extent  of  in-r 
formation ;  or  will  it  be  less  qualified  for 
the  performance  of  social  dirties,  because 
it  has  been  freed  from  the  prejudices  o£ 
ignorance^  and  taught  to  fill  it»  pdace  in 
the  scale  of  rational  beings  ? .  Surely,  nd ; 
I  need  only  mention  the  name  of. Lady 
Grey,  to  give  the  fullest  proof  of  the  jus- 
tice of  my  assertion.  This  younger  sistff 
of  the  Ardents,  had,  under  1  the  care,  of  a 
mother,  eminently  qualified  fov  the  task,: 
the  advantage  of  just  such  an  educaticm  a^ 
I  have  described;-  but;  though  to  all  the 
understanding  and  accomplishments  of  her 
sister,  she  adds  that  brilliancy  of  imagina^ 
tion,  of  w^hich  the  value  is  so  apt  to  be 
over-estimated  by  its  possessors,  she  is 
neither  vain,  ostentatious,  nor  assuming. 
Accustomed  to  compare  her  actioos,  not 
with  the  triflers  around  her,  but  with  the 
pure  standard  of  Christian  excellence,  her 
virtues  are  all  genuine.     For  instance,  the 
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Quality  of /gentleiiesSy  which,  in  woman,  is 
seldom  more  than  a  passive  lameness  of 
*piiit,  that  yields  without  struggling  to  the 
Odcvoaehments  of  the  .turbulent .  and  un- 
worthy^  is,  in  her,  the'  spontaneous  off- 
spring of  true  humility ;  it  is  the  transcript 
of  that  wisdom,  which  is  from  above,  pure, 
and  peaceable,  and  lovely !-;— Modesty  is  not 
in  her  th^  aflectation  of  squeamish  .deli- 
capy — ^it  is  the  purity  of  the  heart.  Ma- 
ternal fondness  (and  never  was  the  heart 
pf;a.  mother  more  tenderly  affectionate)  is^ 
like  every  other  affection  of  her  soul,  put 
under  the  controul  of  reason.  That  blind 
indulgence,  which'  would  be  prejudicial  to 
the  i!eal  interests  of  its  objects,  is  by.  her 
considered  as  a  selfish  gratification,  not  to. 
be  enjoy ied  but  at  the  expence  of  the: fu- 
ture happiness  of  her  child;  it  is  therefore 
widely  restrained,  though  sometimes  at  the 
expence  of  present  feeling.  Such  tender- 
ness, directed  by  such  wisdom,  is  the  near- 
est possible  imitation  of  the  most  amiable 
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attributes  of  the  divinity  !--<And  who  would 
put  such  a  woman  as  this,  in  comparisoa 
with'  the .  oiost  beautiful  piece  bf  iBBipid 
ignorance,  that'  ever  opened  its  eyes  upon 
the  world?  Is  there  a  man,  who  would 
prefer  the  vapid  chatter  of  a  pretty  kliot 
to  the  conversation  of  such  a  woman  ?  So 
good  f  so  wise  I  so  beautiful !  Yes,  my 
Hoble  Rajah,  she  is  still  beautiful !  though 
her  eyei  have  lost  somewhat  of  that  lustre, 
which,  but  a  few  years  ago,  was  the  admi* 
ration  of  all  beholders,  they  still  beam  with 
animation  and  sensibility. 
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Ah!  my  friend,  cried  I,  you  need  say 
little  to  persuade  me  of  her  beauty ;  the 
accomplishments  and  virtues  of  an  ugly 
woman,  can  make  little  impression  even 
on  the  mind  of  a  philosopher.— My  friend 
coloured,  but  before  he  could  reply,  a 
lou^  explosion  from  the  further  end  of  the 
room  burst  upon  our  ears,  and  filled  us 
with  momentary  terror.     In  discoursing 
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Qb  Lady  Grey,  my  frieod  had  forgotten  the 
neoessary  management  of  a  retort,  whn^h^ 
fw  want  of  his  attentuni,  burst  in  pieces^ 
I  kstofvr  not  what  were  its  contents,  but 
thsry  sent  forth  Such  ftufibcating  effluvia, 
a^  had  I  not  been  restrained  by  politeness, 
would  quickly  have  driven  me  from  tliie. 
room. 

When  the  smoke  which  followed  the 
^plosion  was  somewhat  dissipated,  I.oV 
served  my  friend,  standing  in  a  melan-f 
choly  posture,  with  clasped  hands,  and 
filled  eyes,  ruminating  on  the  misfortune 
that  had  befallen  him*  A  course  of  cx^ 
perhnents,  the  labour  of  many  weeks, 
were  by  this  unhappy  aocident  rendered 
abortive*  It  was  a  subject  that  could  not 
immediately  admit  of  consolation :  I  there^ 
fore,  i^rsome  time,  preserved  the  strictest 
•ilenoe.  Just  as  I  was  about  to  open  my 
Hpa  with  the  voice  of  sympathy,  the  phi-^ 
loaopher,  who  had  never  lifted  his  eyea 
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from  the  remains  of  the  broken  s, vessel/ 
suddenly  clapping  his  hands  together,  ex~ 
claimed;  in  a  transport  of  ecstacy,  **  I  see 
it4  I  see  it ! — Heavens  i  what  a  discovery ! 
~Never  was  there  so  fortunate  an  inci- 
dent !"  I  was  at  first  somewhat  afraid  that 
.»,)  friend-,  s^  had  ,ec,ived  .  .hook 
from  this  alarming  incident ;  but  was 
happily  relieved  from  my  apprehensions, 
on  being  informed,  that  the  appearances 
wbich<  the  matter,  contained  in  the  retort, 
had  assumed  on  its  explosion^  gave  a  hint 
to  the  philosopher,  for  the  explanation  of 
some  phenomena  hitherto  unaccounted 
for.  In  a  moment,  that  fine  countenance 
(and  never  did  Brahma  bestow  upon  a 
human  soul  an  index  so  intelligible)  which 
had  been  so>  lately  shaded  by  the  cloud 
of  despondency,  was  brightened  by  the 
emanations  of  joy,  and  irrax&ited  by  the 
smile  of  exultation  and  delight.  I  was 
not  sufficiently  initiated  in  science,  to  be 
able  to  appreciate .  the  value  of  the  disco^ 
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very,  which  gave  such  ecstatic  pleasure  to 
ibe 'ini&d  of  the  philosopher ;  butfcontem- 
iplated  MTith  rapture,  the  wisdom  of  the 
immortal  Spirit,  who,  when  he  spread  the 
volume  of  nature  before  his  rational  ofF- 
iSpring,  passed  t^is  unalterable  !decree\- — 
^*  That:  to  the  mind  devoted  >to  its  perusal^ 
the  corrosive  passions  should  ibe  unknown* 
That  it  should  have  power  to  assuage  the 
,tumults  .of  the  soul ; .  to  foster  the :  «no- 
tionjft  of  virtue;:  and  ..to.  produce  a  species 
tif lenjojrmenty  peculiarly; its  own!"— Such, 
OV  Maandaara !: such:  are  the  advantages 
of  scienqe ! ! 


^  AcooRBiNG  to  appointmefity  I  wenty  a 
few  evemngs  ^o,  to  Lady  Ardent's  rout 
Doctor  Severan  had  the  goodness  to  ac- 
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company  me ;  a  piece  of  condescemioo, 
wlutjfa,  rmw  that  I  know  wh^t  bmto(h 
thing  a  rout  is^  I  cannot  but  cbnsid^  as  a 
ytty  distUiguisfaed  compliment. 

•  A  rout  is  a  species  of  peninceyof  Mrinch 
the  piptts  Yogees  of  Hindoostxtn  nevtt 
conceived  an  idea ;  if  thes^  people  were 
not  the  jprofessors  of  a  religion  which  prc^ 
hifaits  the  worship  of  id)e  inferior  dcttied^ 
1  should  say/ it  was  a  sacrifice  to  the  God- 
ded of  fashion;  a  sacri^ce,  not  of  the 
joint  of  a  fiftger,  or  a  toei  as  we  are  Uete 
told  it  is  the  custom  to  present  to  thtit 
Goddess  in  some  newly  discovered  coun- 
tries,* but  of  every  faculty  of  the  soul, 
that  distinguishes  the  rational  from  the 
brute  creation.  These  remain  during  the 
ceremony  of  the  rout,  in  an  absolute  state 

*  ^  tt  is  8dpp6Md  by  tbe  IVaibhitdf;  thut-  ^lUjah 
ime  ftlhkle^  14  «  cuVton  laid  to.b^^attlte*  tat  Olabdls. 
Ste  G90k'»  Vojsfcii.  ,.     ^ 
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t>f  auapension.  You  may  imagine,  my  dear 
Maandaara,  what  a  aaciifice  this  must  be 
to  people  posMssed  of  so  much  wisdom, 
«nd  wfad  aite  so  eminently  qualified  for 
the  pleasures  of  conversation !  What  a 
sacrifice!  to  be  deprived  of  the  inter- 
chaitge  of  ideas^  of  ei^ry  comitiunioatioii 
of  sentiment,  and  every  advantage  of  vOf- 
derstasKling,  and  to  be  doomed  to  sit  sti^ 
ling  in  a  crowded  room,  during  the  lengtli 
of  an  evening,  witli  no  other  employment^ 
than  that :  of  turning  over  little  bits  oif 
painted  paper!  ./ 

It  is  not  surprising,  that  in  such  circum^ 
stances  the  countenances  of  these  votaries 
of  &shion,  should  so  frequently  be  distiif- 
golshed  by  the  insipid  stare  of  vacancy,  6t 
the  lowering  frown  of  disconteni;.  For 
my  part)  I  could  not  help  pitying  them 
from  amy  vepry  soul :  I  was  particularly 
concerned  for  a  group  of  young  female^ 
who  were  placed  on  a  si^ha  in- a  cqmer^ 
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the  room,  and  who^  >  instead  jof  eaids^  held 
^ach  in!  their  hand  a  small  fan,  which  they 
^fGtn  time  to  time  opened,  aadi^am  shut  in 
a  very  melancholy  manner.  jAs  I  (dontem^ 
plated  'thiiir  situation  with  much  compass 
sion,  wondering  whether  silence  had  actu* 
ally  been  imposed  upon  them  as  one  of  the 
duties  of  the  ceremony/  my  .feelings  were 
effectually  relieved  by  the  lentrance  of  three 
^eminaf e4ookii^  youths,  dressed  in  tiic 
military  habit,  whose  pale  faoeis  and  puny 
figures  r^dered  it  a  inatterl  of:  doubt  to 
which  sex  they  actually  belbnged,  till  one 
of  them  being  saluted  Lord^  relieved  me 
£rom .  the .  dilemma.  Whether  there  was 
any  thing  exhilarating  in  ike  perfumes 
which  these  Saibs  had  plentilully  bestow^ 
frd  upon  their  persons,!  I  know  not;  but 
their  appearance  seemed  to  spreads  sudden 
fay  of  animation  pver  the  dejected  Bibbys^ 
who  in  a  moment  began  to  speak  to  each 
other  with  wonderful  loquacity ;  the  fans 
were  opened  and  shut  with  iucKasiog  cele^- 
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rity ;  the  Chouries  upon  their  heads,  were 
with  one  consent  put  into  moti<Mi,  waving 
like  the  graceful  plumage  of  the  Auney,  * 
when  it  carries  the  messages  of  Camdeo ; 
and  their  eyes,  which  had  hitherto  rolled, 
with  languid  vacuity,  from  one  head-dress 
to  another,  now  turned  their  *  glances  to- 
wards that  part  of  the  room,  where  the 
lady-like  gentleihen  stood.  Two  of  these 
herdes,  with  a  degree  of  fortitude  to  which 
many  more  gallant-lOoking  "men  would  have 
beto' uriequ&l,  turning  their  backs  upon  the 
fanr  Creatures,*  who  so  sweetly  solicited 
their  attention,  sat  down  at  a  card-table^ 
each  placing  hnnself  opposite  to  a  wrinkled 
Bibby, '  dd  enough  to  bei  his  grandmother. 
The  young  Lord,  either  postossing  less  re- 
solution than  his  companions,  or  not  con- 
sidering this  sort  of  penance  necessary  for 
the  good  of  his  soul,  joined  himself  to  the 

•  *  A  fabulous  bird,  frequently  mentioned  by  the.  Poets 
of  Iodia»  as  the  ambassador  of  love. 
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apptoafch;  everf  Word  N  iattei^d  ptodm'- 
6d  a  »iHipW  on  th^  pi^istty  tiaes  bf  idr 
femkle  tiudience!  the  ilmpetj  >t  tetigtb^ 
mcre&sed  into  a  tittering  faugh^  O^sts^i^* 
ittg  that  thty  CAst  \htit  ey^s  to.  the  opp<K 
dite  dde  of  th&  ^|)at«ihekit,  I  jlidged  it  wa«r 
tome  object  placed  th^H^  that  timV&A  th^ 
risibility ;  following  the  dii^c^i^  of  th«r 
glances,  I  perceit^  a  kdy  with  tt  r^fifail(«- 
sdliiy  piie&saiit  cOtititeiiAiit)^^  \i^h»  ]a^  ifi<-' 
dl^i^d  no  CtK)UH«  upon  hey  h^^std,  and^w&i^' 
V9^%  in  eV*r^  ptirticular  I*ss  disfigul^d  by 
Atts^,  than  any  othei*  pension  ift  th$^roc»fl;^ 
I  was  pondering  i^  n^y  tmt^  ni^ind^  fibi^ 
this  modiisi  and  nnasisuming  petsooage^ 
c^xAd  ekcite  the  tUijb^ility  of  this  ^it  groups- 
when  et  Tadyy  wh^  had  ht  is«Mtie  titn^  ^tobd 
near  them,  ap^ai^ntly  littgdged  tn  om-^ 
looking  a  card-table,  turned  round,  and 
addressed  them  in  the  following  manner : 
^*  When  you,  my  LqkI  and  Ladies^  ltavt$ 
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sufficieotly  astated  ydurselyes  ib  ridieuV 
ipg  the  drtM  n£  th^  excellent  wooiwai^  I 
hope  ycni  will  next  proceed  to  her  charac*r 
ter.  You  cannot  do  better,  than. compare 
it  with  your  oirB«  I  do  assure  you,  her 
dress. is  not  so  widely  different  from  your's^ 
as  the  Aimiture  of  either  her  head  or 
heart.  Tliat  rery  wwnan,  with  her  flat 
eap^and^ill  pMticoat,  has  an  understands 
ing  of  the  first  quality;  and  a  heart  re-* 
plete  with  every  virtue.  While  she  has 
bdrin^  :oiiltii''atiaE%  the  one^  and  exerdatng 
fhei  4>tber  m  tihe  nobkst  manper;  he  m 
^ddd  as  to  ask  yptur selv^es^  liow  yon  have 
beto  employed  ?  But^  perhaps,  your,  oirser- 
v^tcons^  like  those  of  a  monkey,  can  go 
no  {farther  t^ian  die  ornaments  of  the  per-f 
son^?  Then^  poor  things  I  who  can  biame 
ymi,  for  exercising  the  highest  of  y6ur 
iatrilectual  powers^  and  for  asserting 
ymt  ekim  to  rationality,  though  even  by 
the  lowest  and  most  equirocal  of  its  cluin 
ract^i^ktics  P'^^^You  ha^et  Jbaheld  a  flock 
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of  paroquets  baskmg  themacives  itithe  i!ay» 
df  the  sun,  all  exerting  thehr  little  tfaroais^i 
and  squalling  and  cfaattdmig  ivithall  thpiii 
might;  -vrhen,  io !  a^  conasuBnant,  or  other 
bird  of  prey,  has  (made  its  appearance,  andi 
In  a;  moment,  the  clamoitHis  Yok^s  of  the 
little  green-iobed  chatteress  ihasr  been  husb^i 
ed  in  silenc^--^be6oming^s  imtfe  as  tbe 
vegetable  tribe^  under  whosetfrnndily  loai^ 
they  sought  for. shelter*.     •  l:      .;    :  >    • 

r-       • 
''  •  >  ..■•^,      .»..,•  '•» 

•*    /    .         .  '     1  .  }        . 

Stk^  was  the  effect  prqdfiiced  upon  thd 
pcetty  group  of  Bibbys,  by  this  linexpectfift 
harangue;  and,  I  confess,  I  participated  89 
much  in  their  feelings,  that. I  was ^ not  4r 
little  alarmed,  when  the  orator,  tumingy 
with  a  look  of  ioeffiible  contempt,  from  hec 
dismayed  auditor^},  addressed  herself  to  me. 
-*^Nor  did  it  greatly  tend  to  relieve  me, 
when  I  discovered  that  it  wm  Mm.  Ardeni 
i^fao  thus  did.  me  the  honour  .of  introducing 
herself  to  my  acquaintance.  .  My,  friend, 
the  philosopher,  had  said  enough  to  frights 
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en  me,  at  the  idea  of  holding  any  com* 
munication.  with  a  ka^^aed  lady.  I  found 
her,  ho\yever,  not  quite,  so  formidable  as  I 
had  at:  first  apprehended.  She,  indeed, 
socm  found:  means,  not  only  to.  reconcile 
me  to  her  company,  but  to  render  it  quite 
charming.  She  directed  the.  conversation 
to  -the  delightful  subject  of  my  dear  native 
<:ountry !  At  her  desire,  I  described  to  her 
tiie.  peculiar  charms  of  the  blooming  land- 
scape, .  whose  exhilarating  beauties  glad- 
den the  hearts  of  the  happy  inhabitants  of 
Almora.:^  I  painted  to  her  imagination  the 
immeasurable  forest,  whose  trees  have  their 
sky-touching  hestdfi  overshadowed  by  the 
venerable  mountains  of  Cummow.  I  talk- 
ed, of  the;  thundei'ing.  tcarents  which  are 
dashed  .from .  the  -  stupendous  rocks,  and 
which,  delighted  at  their  escape  from  the 
frozen  North,  run  to  hide  themselves  in 
the  bosom  of  Ganga.  I  told. her  of  the 
names  which  they  assmtied  upon  their 
route;  expatiated  on  the  charming Jbanks 
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which  adorned  th^  cmirse  6f  the  rapid 
Gumtry,  and  of  the  playful  meanderings 
of  the  Gurra.  I  had  likewise  |he  honour 
of  explaining  to  her,  the  present  political 
state  of  the  country :  it  is  a  subject  upon 
which,  since  I  have  been  in  £nglandy  I 
have  seldom  had  any  (^portunity,  and  still 
seldomer  any  satisfaction  in  conversing^ 
In  all  that  relates  to  our  country,  I  have  in^ 
deed  found  these  western  lowers  of  science 
most  deplorably  ignorant.  You  may  believe 
it  impressed  me  with  a  v^y  high  idea  of 
the  superior  powers  of  Miss  ^dent's  mind, 
when  I  found,  that  she  had  paid  particular 
attention  to  every  thing  connected  with 
the  history  or  literature  of  India.  But 
even  Miss  Ardent  has  her  prejudices,  and 
I  did  not  find  it  a  very  easy  matter  to 
convince  her,  that  the  Mahhabbaret  was 
superior  to  the  Iliad  of  Homer;  or  that 
Calidas  was  a  dramatic  Poet  equal  in 
excellence  to  Shakspeare.  You  will  smile 
at  her  prejudices ;  but  consider,  my  dear 
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fmtudi  wh9X  y9»i.  WWJd  think  of  the  arrcH 
gynce  of  any  tbr.eigneri  who  woul4  h^xp 
thfs  piTe^umptjon  to  put  the  wprjcs  pf  hip 
cwptrymen  )4  comp^titipn  with  tho^^  4ir 
vine  Bards,  and  you  will  le^rp  to  m^HP 
allowances  for  this  lady.  She  was  sur- 
prifiM^d  tp  hear  <that  I  hftd  not  y^t  jbeen  to 
ffif^  the  representation  of  ^n  {Ipglish  ^l^taq, 
i^re  called  ^  pjay,  md  invited  me  to  tie  of 
JijBf  party,  to  see  the  performapce  of  one 
fhp  fpljipwing;  evening.  I  wpjs  charmed 
/yitlj  the  invit?.jbiQn,  wd  did  not  fail  in  my^ 
ijttendftncp  an  tja^  lett^r-loying  Bibby,  at 
tb(5  time  appQintied, 

The  building  appiropnated  to  this  si-muisq- 
jnent  beloiags  to  the  King,  and  i^  called 
j)i»  Theatre ;  and  to  it  he  sendd  his  servants 
for  the  diverwon  of  the  public;.  They  are 
not,  hqwevier,  paid  by  their  roaster,  but, 
like  9II  the  servants  of  the  English  npbi- 
lity,  are  paid  by  the  vmton.  Nor  are  they 
jp  modeAt  as  fioroe  fch«^t  I  have  seen,  fit  the 
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royal  palaces  and  gardens,  wbo  never  asked 
for  their  wages,  until  they  had  gratified 
my  curiosity ;  but  these  stipulated  for  a 
certain  sum,  and  demanded  it  before  they 
permitted  me  to  -enter. 

My  expectations,  in  respect  to  the  mag* 
nificence  of  the  building,  and  the  splendor 
of  its  decorations,  were  somewhat  disap- 

• 

pointed;  but,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  very 
well  contrived  for  seeing  and  hearing  the 
performers. — In  front  of  the  stage,  is  an 
aisle  larger  than  that  in  the  church,  in 
which  the  people  are,  howevier,  treated 
with  more  respect,  being  all  accommodated 
with  seats;  and  I  could  perceive,  that  Aere 
their  marked  approbation  of  any  passage 
excited  some  degree  of  attention  iti  the 
great  people,  who  sat  in  the  little  pews 
above  them;  and  although  among  these 
great  people,  some  appeared  to  regard  the 
Natac  as  little  as  the  sermon,  talking  and 
whispering  almost  as  much  at  the  theatre 
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as  tbey  had  done  in  church ;  yet  the  per* 
formance  was  here,  in  general,  much  better 
attended  to  by  all  who  had  the  enjoyment 
of  their  senses.' — You  will  think  this  a 
strange,  exception ;  but  you  must  kqow, 
that  a  part  of  the  royal  theatre  is  pecu- 
liarly appropriated  to  the  reception  of  a 
species  of  lunatics,  called  Bucks,  who  are 
indeed  very  noisy  and  troublesoine ;  but 
Vfho  are  treated  with  an  amazing  degree  of 
^enity  and  forbearance,  by  the  benevolent 
|>eople,  who  bestow  upon  them  the  pity 
that  is  due  to  their  unhappy;  situation. 

Great  part  of  the  entertainment  seemed^ 
indeed,  <^alculated  for  their  amusement,  as 
it  is  well  known  that  the  eye  can  be  gra- 
tified by  the  display  of  gaudy  colours, 
even  where  the  mind  is  destitute  of  the 
gift  of  reason.  This  respect  to  folly,  wa^ 
however,  in  my  opinion,  carried  too  far ; 
and  though  I  should  have  been  well  pleas- 
ed, to  have  seen  the  grown  children  amused 
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by  the  f  xhibit¥>i^  of  a  fey  ahei^ry  pictj^rm 
wd  Qth^r  mumnaery,  I  muld  not  9|^prpiri$ 
of  tiiroiiig  the  inS^mtifi$  of  ohi  ii^  into 
ridioile,  for  th^ir  ainusieiheiit  I  hftd  foQlr 
ishJy  thought  that  ^H  jEpgli^h  plays  w^x§ 
like  the  pkys  of  Shakspeare ;  hut/  ^an  1  I 
begin  to  apprehend,  ths^t  they  4rp  not  aU 
quite  so  good !  Instep  of  thois^e  portrait* 
of  the  passions,  which  xtatnrf  npqiitwer 
oualy  acktt^wieiigas  for  her  q^p^,  J  only 
see  eaca^gerated  representation*  of  tmir 
fbt^t  anjd  incidental  folly.  Wh^^^thor  it  he 
owing  jto  the  peculiar  tute  of  th^  esailti$4 
Omrah,  whose  office  it  is  to  examine  the 
merits  of  the  Natacs  that  are  perfo^criied 
Jby  hid  M^sty'9  serv^ntf,  or  to  the  Upitfid 
genius  of  nH)dern  poetp,  I  know  w>t,  bn* 
}t  appears  evident,  that  aU  dr^fnatic  writie^ 
m  tW»  CQiwtiy,  jtfe  Bov  €0]:ifiA«4  to  o|if 

l>tot:  A  6>oM^  (M  mm,  d«vojte4  to  »y^ 
rice,  has  »  dAughii^r-  th«t  ip  pi9t^l§^t  iQt4 
4ifi[obe!iki)t,  or  a  000  of  the  samiB  cbwr^c^irj 
l>«rjb/^  two  or  tbwe  «f  tisn^  ^  fin«, 
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(i^ering  fh>m  isaoh  other  in  the  me  imd 
dbape  of  the  covering  of  the  henil,  C9lle4 
Wigfi,  are  brought  into  the  s^me  pi^^ 
together  with  an  old  unmarried  sister,  whp 
always  believes  herself  to  be  young  and 
hand^oqde.  After  the  yonng  people  have 
for  isome  .time  exercised  their  ingenuity 
in  deceiving  the  vigilance  of  the  Qld  onsa, 
and  have  successfullyexpo^ed  to.  public 
fidicttle  the  bodily  infirmities  and  mental 
failings  of  their  several  parents,  they  are 
l>aired  for  marriage,  wd  thus  the  piece 
joonctudes*  This  composition  k  called  |i 
SenHfWPiAl  Comedy,  mi  is  siicc^eded  by 
what  is  termed  a  Farce.  In  the  Farce,  his 
Majesty's  servants  make  faces,  and  perform 
many  droll  tricks  for  the  diversion  of  the 
audience,  who  seem  palrticularly  pleased 
with  their  exertions  in  this  way,  which 
they  applaud  with  repea;ted  peals  of  laugh- 
ter.-^ And,  surely,  it  must  be  highly  grar 
tifying  to  the  imperial  mind,  to  see  the 
people  pleased  at  so  cheap  a  mte. 
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The- first  time  I  went  to  the  theatre  was, 
as  I  havac  already  informed  you,  |n  com^ 
pany  with  Miss  Ardent,  who  was  much 
disappointed,  that  the  illness  of  one  of  the 
r^al  servants  should  have  prevented  the 
repif  sentation  of  s^  new  piece,  written  by 
^n  English  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
£ast  India  Company;  which,  in  the  opi- 
nion  of  this  lady,  is.  a  piece  of  much  in- 
trinsic merit*  It  is  taken  from  the  history 
of  Zingis,  and  adorned  with  the  terror- 
^itriking  spirit  of  Zamouca,  which  blazes 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  performance. 
To  me,  I  must  confess,  the  presentation  of 
such  a  piece  would  hav^  been  more  chsum'- 
ing,  than  either  the  lesson  of  morality, 
given  in  the  sentimental  comedy,  or  the 
fooleries  of  the  farce ;  but  I  was  informed 
l>y  Miss  Ardent,  that  I  must  be  cautiowi 
how  I  gave  utterance  to  such  an  opinion, 
as  nothing  is  now  deemed  so  barbarous  as 
the  energy  of  good  seme. — "  If  your  high- 
ness would  have  the  people  of  this^cpun- 
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try/'  continued  ishe,  '^  entertain  a  gcxxl  idea 
of  your  taate,  y du  must  give  all « your  ad*^ 
miration  tQ  holloa,  but  hi^-sounding  sen- 
timfent.  i  Sediment  asid  sing^-aong  are  the 
&8hio(n  of  the  day.  That  it  is  so,  "we  are 
ra&dx .  indefafted  to  the  careaad  talentaiof 
our  modeirn  Bard$,  who,  by.  such  CQiai{Htoi- 
titeS'  a3  thepr^esetit,  apoil  and  Gon?tto«mBte 
the  national  taiste."  ^'  iPardon  iQe/<  cried  '^ 
gmil&x\^;Mho  stood  by,. ^^but  in  myopia 
nltm,  thi  stage  does  not  so  much  fonn^  as 
i^a; : the  national' tast^.  Poetry  has  aU 
w^ayi  i^cbQd  her  maturity,  while  her  vo^ 
Wys  Were  in  ia  semi-*baarbardus  state. :,;with 
Ihe  i^rogiiess  ofj  ciyililation,%shie  has.  jgradu^ 
ally  deciined ;  and  if  we  take  the^  riapklity 
of  her  decay  in  this  country  as  the  crite- 
rion of  our  refinement,  we  may  proudly 
^otiolii^Qe-  ourselves  one  of  the  most  po^ 
Ijfthed  natioas  of  the  earth !''     ; 

-,  Misa  .Ardent's  carriage  beiftg  annoiino? 
0d,  put :  sm  )6nd  to  thpS' oonvessatibii^  but^ 
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iKforb  she  stept  idto  it,  she  invited  me  to 
dine  with  her  on  the  fotlowing  ^^ay.-*^ 
*-*  Wlmtr  yott  will  say,  *^«,  siigle  uilpro- 
tjedted  woman,  invite  you  to  her  house  ?**^ 
Slmmefful  Tiolaiion  of  dec,ottim$>'-^Btft  oon-* 
is»der,  iby  fii^:id^*^mtbm;  tluit  mighty  k** 
gklstoT,  who  issiies  the  laws  of  propriety 
to  the  idiflPerent  &sLtio(fis  of  the.eai^fh,  m^ 
Ab  tlmt  ^s^eat  amisible  and  proper  im  liie 
cyps  of  the  people  of  one  oc«mtry^  whkh 
iti^  those  ofanotlieFis  crkilinal  andahsttTd^ 
aild  so  easily  doth  eil^iom  r eooi^le  «is  to 
her  eapricious  decrees,  that  I  peo^nsd  the 
mvitatiohi,  and  went  to  the  house  of  Miss 
A^rdenty  with  a3  little  perturbation  »  if 
sbe  had  been  a  gentleman  in  petticoats. 

Ske  received  «ne  in  an  apaitment  de- 
^<oted  to  literature  and  oontemplation^ 
from  whence  it  takes  the  name-of  #«%>« 
the  walls  of  the  room  were  lined  with 
Iboi^S)  all  shming  in  coats  of  glossy  lea- 
th^,  riehly  oinaaniented  with  leaf  of  gold« 
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Tfast  f)«im  whioh  Jfl  Asia  is  besMwed  ia^^ 
decorating  the  ilitunmiited  page,  luring  m 
In^tabd  ^  all  gived  to  the  outside'  coi»eri^ 
iiig,  which,  it  tmi^t  be  cdnfBskd,  givtes  fc^ 
idib  sl^y  a;  very  spfehdid  dppeamtK^e. 
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-  T^  gentletiien  hfed  arrived  beibre  m^ 
and  ^Pt  aiieady'engaged  in  conveti^auaii; 
-^Thbse,  as  Mis^  Aidebt  informed  me  in  ^ 
whi||ier,  trere  great  C^irie^*^The  Mrotni 
^  lie w  to  ttie^  an^  t  did  niot  cliodse  to 
^  ^f  an  explanation,  but  seeing  a  hng^ 
book  u|)on  the  table,  whitb  I  knew  to'be 

ah  ^^plttlrifer  ot  H&tHi  Word^,  I  had  iftime^ 
dteterecWirSe  to  it^  and  found  a  critic  to  be 
^W^nim  Iskllt^^in  ihi  ^i  ^fjMtging  of  life- 
rature''  What  information  might  I  not 
expect  to  receive  from  such  infallible 
jbdg«Hi,  Who,  as  thfe  subsequent  d^fcription 
iitibl^med  the,  tntfk  be  qualified  ''  fddtfU 

dmti^^m,'  and  bbl^  u  Judge  thi  6eauiid9 

diafmti  of  mitifkgsJ'^The^  mtae  of  A 

fi^tisiMhlw^  wtibse  wetibs  I  had  feiA  wfth 
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aatisfitctioo  md  delight,  met  my  ear,  and 
ite  fire 'of  expeeUtion  was  instantly  kin- 
dled in  my  bosom*'  Conscious  i  that  I 
eould  only  skim  thetstirface  of  that  ocean 
of  wisdom,  contained  in  the  work  o£  this 
great  moralist,  I  now  hoped  to  see  snch 
hidden  gems  prbdiuced  to  view,  .a$  had  Es- 
caped my  feeble  search ;  but,  judge  xif  my 
mortification,  at  beinig/inpformed  only  of 
the  size  i>f  his  wig  !-^Both  the  critics  pro^ 
duced  a  thousand  little .  instances  of  the 
oddities  of  .hi$  maSnoer,  the  peculiarity  bf 
hi^  dres$^  and  irritability  of  his  temper; 
But  as  to  the  excelletnce  c^  his  prex^epts, 
the  strength  of  his  arguments,  or  the  su- 
biiQiity  i>f  his  sentio^nts-^t^  critics  said 
not  a  word!- 

/  The  niube  of  thia  authcrr  kd  tor  that  of 
another-^a  Poet,  to ,  whose  verses  Miss 
Ardent  gave  the  epithet  of  charing. — ; 
Her  learned  guests,  though,  in  general^ 
obsequiously  submissive  to  her  opinioB,? 
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jdidiiot)  in  this  instance,  seem  to  coincide 

with  hen But,  instead  of  pointing-out 

the  defects  of  his  composition,  they  only 
mentioned  the  badness  of  his  taste,  of 
which  they  gave  an  irrefragable  proof,  in 
his  preferring  a  roasted  potatoe  to  a  ches- 
imt-l— rMiss  Ardent,  who  did  not  seem 
pl(e;ased  at  having  the  taste  of  her  favou- 
rite poet  called  in  question,  abruptly  turned 
the  conversation,  and  addressing. herself  to 
me,  told  me,  she  should  soon  have  the  plea- 
sure of  introducing  me  to  some  gentlemen 
of  distinguished  talents  and  acknowledged 
merit,  whose  names  I  had  probably  heard. 
— She  then  mentioned  three  of  the  most 
celdbrated  writers  of  the  present  day, 
every  one  of  whose  works  I  had  had  the 
advantage  •of  reading  with  Delomond,  in 
the  course  of  our  voyage.  While,  she  yet 
spoke,  the  Chubdar  re-echoed  the  names 
of  these  celebrated  men ;  they  entered, 
and  paid  the  tribute  of  respect  to  this 
patroness  of  science,  who,  when  she  was 

VOL.  II.  I 
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sealed  among  them,  appeared,  in  my  pyes» 
like  the  Goddess  Serreswatti,  surrounded 
by  the  gems  of  the  court  of  Vicrama- 
ditya. 

Think,  Maandaara !  think  what  I  must 
have  felt,  at  the  sight  of  four  live  authors ! 
You  may  well  believe,  that  I  could  not 
find  myself  in  the  immediate  presence  of 
so  many  learned  personages,  without  expe- 
riencing a  considerable  degree  of  agitation. 
1  remained  immersed  in  silent  awe  and 
breathless  expectation.  Surely,  said  I  to 
myself,  the  conversation  of  men  who  are 
capable  of  writing  books,  must  be  very 
different  from  that  of  common  mortals. 

One  of  them  opened  his  mouth — I  list- 
ened with  avidity — and  heard — ^tba|;  the 
morning  had  been  remarkably  rainy. — 
How  beautiful  is  this  condescension,  said 
I  again  to  myself,  in  one  so  wise !— The 
Chubdar  again  entered,  it  was  to  announce 
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that  the  dinner  was  upon  the  table.  I 
followed  Miss  Ardent  and  her  learned 
guests  into  the  apartment  destined  for  this 
repast,  where,  according  to  the  barbarous 
custom  of  the  country,  they  sat  down  to 
eat  at  one  table,  and  confined  their  con- 
Vcrsation,  while  they  remained  at  it,  to 
eulogiums  on  the  good  things  set  before 
them,  of  which,  in  compliment  no  doubt 
to  the  mistress  of  the  feast,  they  devoured 
a  goodly  quantity.  While  they  were  thus 
employed,  I  retired  to  a  sopha  at  the  other 
end  of  the,  room,  where  I  contemplated 
with  astonishment,  how  much  men  of  ge- 
nius could  eat.  At  length,  the  long  pro- 
tracted feast  was  finished;  the  mangled 
remains  of  the  bipeds  and  the  quadrupeds, 
the  fishes  of  the  sea,  the  vegetables  of  the 
earth,  and  the  goJderi  fruits  of  the  garden, 
were  carried  oiF  by  the  domestics  ;  a  vari- 
ety of  wines  supplied  their  places  upon  the 
table — the  liquid  ruby  flowed,  and  these 
disciples  of  the  poet  of  Shiraz  seemed  to 
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unite  with  him  in  regard  to  the  sovereign 
efficacy  of  the  sparkling  contents*  of  the 
goblet. 

So  much  has  been  said  and  sung  on  the 
inspiring  powers  of  wine,  that  I  anxiously 
watched  its  effects  on  these  men  of  learn- 

^  The  allusion  is  taken  from  one  of  the  odes  of 
Hafiz,  which,  as  it  does  not  appear  among  those  select- 
ed by  Mr  Nott,  for  his  very  elegant  Translation,  we 
think  the  following  literal  one  may  not  prove  unac- 
cepti^le : 

1.  The  season  of  spring  is  arrived,  let  the  sparkling 

goblet  go  round ! 
?.  Seize,  O  ye  youths,  the  fleeting  hour,  and  enjoy  the 

extatic   delight  of  the  company  of  the  fawn-eyed 

daughters  of  love. 

3.  Boy  I  ^U  out  the  wine,  and  let  the  liquid  niby  flow» 
for  it  is  it  alone  that  poureth  the  oil  of  gladness  into 
the  hearts  pf  the  unfortunate,  and  is  the  healing  balm 
of  the  wounds  of  the  afilicted. 

4.  Leave  the  corroding  thorns  of  worldly  cares,  and  the 
anxiety  of  ambition,  to  immortalize  the  names  of 
Cyrus  and  Alexander.  i 
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ing. — ^But,  unfwtunately  for  wit  and  me, 
no  sooner  were  the  bottles  set  upon  the 
table,  than  the  subject  of  politics  was  in- 
troduced :  a  subject  wiiich,  to  me,  is  ever 
dull  and  barren  of  delight  To  Miss  Ar- 
dent, it  appeared  otherwise;  she  entered 
with  warmth  and  energy  into  the  discus- 
sion, and  spoke  of  ministers  and  their  mea- 
sures, of  the  management  of  wars,  and  the 
interests  .  of  nations,  in^  such  a  decisive 
manner,  as  pfovied:  her  qualified  to.  become 
the  viziii 'of  an  empire* 


;  1 


Not  seeing  the  conversation  likely  to 

< 

take  aHum  to  any  other  subject,  and  con- 

«  r 

3.  Let  me  indulge  in  my  favourite  wine,  and  see  which ' 

'  of  us  shall  soon^t  obtain  the  objeet  of  his  desires. '    > 

6«.  JLet  iQiiie  ear  listen  to  the  melpdy  of  the  lute  and 

fhecymbaly^anjl  ipine  eyes  be  charmed  with  the  &ir 

-daughters  of  Circa^sia. 

7.. Go,  O  my  soul,  and  give  thyself  to  joy,  for  it  is. 

needless  to  aifticipate  to-day  the  sorrows  of  to-mor- 
row.        '•  .    '"i    ■  .  .   .     ■•-^><'   •<'  •  - 
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sidering  that  the  presence  of  a  stranger 
might  throw  some  restraint  on  the  discu»^ 
sion  of  affairs  of  state,  I  took  my  leave; 
and  must  confess,  that  I  returnfed  fronl 
this  banqutt  of  reasbn,  not  altogether 
satisfied  with  my  entertainment. 

As,  aft^r  having  lost  a  game  at  Chess,  it 
is  my  custom  to  pondrroHthe  ptot  moves, 
until  I  find  out  the  false  step  that  ted  to 
my  def(bat,  so  do  I  ruminate  on  the  disap-* 
pointment  of  expected  feKcity,  till  I  msdce 
a  discovery  of  the  source  froni  which  it 
has  flowed.  In  doing  a6,  I  am  almost 
always  certain  of  seeing  it'  traced  to  the 
fallacy  of  ill-grounded  expectation*  Why, 
said  I,  should  I  have  expected  more  from 
an  author,  than  from  any  other  man  of 
sense  P  When  a  ihan  has  giveni  his  thoughts 
a  form  upon  paper,  and  sutwnitted  them  In 
that  shape  to  the  perusal  of  the  world,  is 
he  from  thenceforth  to  be  obliged  to  speak 
in  laboured  sentences,  and  to  utter  only 
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the  aphorisms  of  wisdom  ?  Carrying  my 
reasioniiigs  upon  this  subject  a  little  farther, 
I  was  almost  tempted  to  conclude,  that  the 
manners  of  even  a  female  author,  might 
not  differ  much  from  that  of  other  women ! 


EVehy  day  presents  me  with  some  new 
sulgect  of  meditation  and  perplexity !  No-.  * 
thing,  however  has  appeared  to  me  so  very 
ezitrabrdinary,  so  altogether  incomprehen- 
sihle,  as  the  notions  which  the  enlightened 
people  of  London  entertain  of  the  duties 
of  Friendship.  These  are  capacious  as  the 
firmament  of  Heaven — extensive  as  the 
bounds  of  space!  To  have  a  few  real, 
sfcffectionate,  and  disinterested  friends,  we 
esteem  a  blessing  reserved  by  the  Gods 
fbr  their  peculiar  favourites.     One  such 
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friend  appears  to  our  narrow  minds  as*  a 
cordial  drop  in  the  cup  of  life,  of  suffi-^ 
cient  efficacy  to  sweeten  its  bitterest  con- 
tentSi  Judge  then  of  the  portion  of  hap- 
piness' enjoyed  by  a  nation,  where  every 
man,  and  every  woman  of  fashion,  boasts 
of  hundreds  and  of  thousands  of  JriendSy 
all  equally  dear,  and  equally  deserving !  In~ 
this  point  of  view,  the  ladies  of  London 
betray  an  expansion  of  soul,  which  I  had 
vainly  thought  reserved  for  beings  of  a 
higher  sphere.  The  greater  part  of  these 
fair  creatures  devote  their  lives^  to  the 
duties  of  Friendship — duties,  which,  are 
in  many  respects  incompatible  with  the 
duties  of  domestic  life.  You  will,  per- 
haps, imagine  from  this,  that  the  powers 
of  the  soul  are  expended  in  the  necessary 
interchange  of  sentiment^  with  such  a 
numerous  host  of  friends.  You  will  con- 
ceive, that  these  amiable  women  neglect 
their  families,  in  order  to  attend  the  sick- 
beds of  the  friends  who  are  afflicted  with 
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disease-"— to  comfort  those  who  are  in  ad- 
Ycrsity — to  console  the  sorrowful,  and  to 
sympathize  in  the  felicity  of  the  fortunate. 
— No  such  thing.  The  ladies  of  London 
know  no  more  of  the  joys  or  the  sorrows 
of  their  friends^  than  they  know  of  what 
is  now  doing  in  the  house  of  Maandaara, 
Reciprocal  good  offices,  which  to  our  little 
minds  .  appear  to  be  the  cement  of  friend- 
ship^: have  not  the  smallest  influence  in. 
uniting  the  soub  of  people  of  fashion  in^ 
the  bonds  of  amity.  The  only  essential 
duty  of  friendship,,  in  this  metropolis, .  is* 
to  be  regular  and  punctual  in  leaving  one's 
name  (written,  or  printed,  upon  a  bit  of 
stiff  paper)  at  the  door  of.  the  friend's 
hou^e,  as  frequently  as  the  friend  leaves^ 
a  similar  talisman  at  your's !  Ydu  can  have 
no  ideal  of  the.  seal  with  which  females, 
in  the  superior  ranks,  endeavour  thus  to 
keep  alive  the  divine  spark  of  friendship  in 
the  breasts  of  their  sister  beauties.  With 
equal  astonishmient  and  veneration  have 
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I  beheld  thein.  harrying  in  their  splen<&i 
equips^es,  from  street  to  street,  dropping 
these  talismanic  tickets  at  the  dwelling 
of  every  fair  friend.  To  notify  the  ap- 
proach  of  these  votaries  of  friendship,  a 
certain  great  hammer  is  suspended  at 
every  door^  with  which  the  servant,  who 
may  be  called  the  high-priest  of  friend^ 
ship,  beats  si3ch  an  alarming  peal,  as  is 
sufficient  to  strike  terror  to  the  stoutest 
heart.  This,  it  would  appear,  is  a  very 
necessary  part  of  the  ceremony — as,  where- 
'  ever  ♦the  offering  is  not  made  in  this  man* 
ner,  .it  fails  to  produce  any  of  the  feelings 
of  friendship  in  the  breasts  of  the  visited. 
"  Do  these  friends  then,  you  will  ask,  for 
ever  remain  strangers  to  each  other's  per- 
sons? Do  they  never  meet?  Methinks 
such  a  species  of  friendship  can  be  very 
little  beneficial  to  either  party/' 

Be  not  so  hasty,  my  friend,  in  yoar  con- 
clusions.   The  ceremony  I  have  described 
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is,  it  i$  true,  the  only  means  i^  which  the 
breath  of  friendship,  between  these  en« 
Kghtened  people,  cai|  possibly  he  kept 
alive.  An  omission  of*  this  cerembny 
would  inevitably  convert  the  warmest 
friendiship  mto  the  most  bitter  enmity/ 
Bdt  think  not  that  this  is  all  that  is  de- 
manded of  friendship.  .  No,  this  is  a  trif- 
ling sacrifice,  in  comparison  of  that  which 
follows.  Every  lady,  who  can  boast  some 
hundreds  of  friends,  makes  it  a  point  to 
be  at  home  oii  ciertain  evenings,  a  circum- 
stance which,  from  want  of  habit,  is  *  ex-* 
tremely  irksome ;  and  no  sooner  is  it 
knowix  to  her  friends  that  she  is  under  the 
necessity  of  performing  this  penance,  than 
t^y  crowd  to  her  house,  in  order  to  snmse 
dad  coinfort  her.  The  person  who,  npoh 
these  occasions,  slees  only  as  many  friends 
as  her  house  will  conveniently  hoM,  con- 
sidef's  herself  as  quite  deserted.  To  have 
not  only  the  £^)artmentSy  but  the  passages 
and  stairs  fiiled  with  friends^  who  pant  for 
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admission,  is. a  felicity  reserved' for  the  per 
cuiiar  favourites  of  fortune  !  At  the  time 
L  visited  Lady  Ardent,  I  did  not  know 
that  her  Ladyship  was  then  performing, 
penance  at  home*  I  did  not  know,  the 
caiise  of  that  air  of  dissatisfaction:  which 
was  visible  on  her  brow-  Her  apartments 
were,  in  my  opinion,  sufficiently .  filled  ; 
as  I  am  sure  the  heat  was  sufficiently  of- 
fensive ;  but  I  have  since  learned,  that 
of  three  hundred  friends  to  whom  she  had 
notified  her  intention  of  being  at  home,. 
enfy  one  huhdred  and.  fifty  had  made  their 
appearance  !  This  was  :  surely  sufficient 
mortification  to  a  woman  of  sensibility.- 
But,  added  to  this,  was  l^r  kind  partici* 
pation  in  the  feelings  of  her  servants.  In 
the  countenances  of  her  domestics  she  read 
the  language  of  disappointment,  and  the 
good  lady's  soul  sympathized  in  their  dii^ 
tress.  For  be  it  known  to  my  friend,  that 
at  every  card^table  a  present  is  made  to 
the  servants,  so  considerable,  as  to  enable 
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tbem  to  imitate  their  masters  in  every 
species  of  folly  and  dissipation.  The  mo- 
ney thus  given  is  indeed,  as  I  am  well 
informed,  considered  as  a  fund  sacred  to 
profligacy  "and  extravagance.  As  without 
this  extra  pay,  the  servants  of  the  great 
could  neither  afford  to  game,  nor  to  get 
drunk  with  generous  wines,  nor  to  keep 
expensive  mistresses,  they  would,  but  for 
this  happy  contrivance,  be  deprived  of 
many  enjoyments,  which  are  considered 
by  their  superiors  as  the  prime  privileges 
of  existence! 

In  addition  to  the  methods  of  making 
and  preserving  friendship,  which  I  have 
already  described,  there  is  another  now 
fast  coming  into  use,  which:  bids  fair,  as.  I 
am  informed,  soon  to  become  universal. 
With  many,  people  of  sentiment,  those  are 
already  considered  as  the  best  friends^  who 
give  the  best  dinners  and  suppers.  It  is 
in  this  manner  that  people  of  low  birth, 
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and  mean  educatiot),  contrive  to  make 
friendis  among  the  great.  Could  Maaa** 
daara  listen  to  the  praises  sometimes  be- 
stowed upon  these  entertainmeiitSy  be 
would  surely  .conclude,  that  the  souls  of 
people  of  fashion  were  destined,-  in  their 
future  state  of  existence,  to  animate  the 
bodies  of  the  most  detested  quadrupeds! 
— ^What  can  I  say  more  I 

The  amiable,  the  engaging  Delomond, 
has  this  morning  left  us.  His  departujne 
is  like  a  dark  cloud,  which  in  early  spjing 
deforms  the  face  of  nature,  and  checks  the 
gaiety  of  the  season  with  the  sudden  chill 
of  a  wintry  storm.  It  has  particularly 
aifected  me,  as  it  has. at  once  shut  the  pros* 
pect  of  prosperity,,  which,  as  I  had  flattered 
myself,  was  fast  opening  on  my  friend,  and 
deprived  me  of  the  sunshine  of  his  pre- 
sence.  But,  perhaps,  my  disappointment 
with  regard  to  the  success  of  Delomond, 
is  more  in  proportion  to  the  eagerness  of 
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my  wishes  thau  to  the  soliijity  of  my  hopei». 
The  mind,  which,  like  the  delicate  leaves 
of  the  Mimosa,  shrinks  from  every  touch, 
is  ill  calculated  to  solicit  the  assistance  of 
the  powerful,  or  gain  the  favour  of  the 
great.  The  very  looks  of  the  prosperous, 
it  construes  into  arrogance ;  and  is  equally 
wounded  by  the  civility  which  appears  to 
condescend,  and  by  the  insolence  which 
wears  the  form  of  contempt. 

From  all  these  multiplied  mortifications, 
some,  perhaps,  real,  and  some  only  imagi- 
nary, has  Delomond  hastily  retired ;  and, 
relinquishing  the  pursuit  of  fortune,  and 
the  pleasures  of  society,  devotes  his  future 
life  to  the  indolent  repose  of  obscurity. 
But,  alas !  how  shall  he,  who  was  dis- 
comfited by  the  first  thorny  branch  which 
hung  across  the  path  of  fortune,  struggle 
through  the  sharp  briers  of  adversity? — 
Can  a  mind,  formed  for  the  happiness  of 
domestic  life,  endowed  with  such  exquisite 
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relish  for  the  Fefined  enjoyment  of  taste 
and  sentiment,  find  comfort  in  a  joyless 
<5tate  of  solitude ;  or,  what  is  worse  tiian 
solitude,  the  company  of  the  rude  and 
ignorant? — Ah!  my  amiahle  friend,  thou 
wilt  find,  when  it  is  too  late,  that  the 
road  to  happiness  is -not  to  be  entered  by 
the  gate^  of  fastidious  refinemeiit.  • 


The  first  care  that  occupied  my  mind, 
after  my  arrival  in  London,  was,  to  pro- 
cure a  safe  conveyance  for  the  presents 
which  I  had  intended  to  lay  at  the  feet  of 
the  sister  of  Percy. 

I  have  just  received  an .  answer  to  the 
letter  that  accompanied  them. — It  is  such 
as  I  should  have  expected  from  her  who 
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wa$  worthy  the  esteem  of  such  a  brother. 
But,  alas!  it  is  written  with  the  pen  of 
sorrow,  and  blotted  by  the  tears  of  afflic- 
tion. The  amiable  old  man,  who  supplied 
to  her  the  place  of  a  father,  who  loved 
her  with  such  tenderness,  and  Was  beloved 
by  her  with  such  a  degree  of  filial  affec- 
tion, is  gone  to  the  dark  tnansions  of  death. 
She  has  left  the  happy  abode  of  her  infaur 
cy,  and  her  dwelling  is  now  among  stran- 
gers. This  she  particularly  deplores,  on 
account  of  depriving  her  of  the  power  of 
shewing  the  sense  she  entertains  of  my 
friendship  to  her  brother,  in  any  other  way 
than  by  words  alone.  Her  expressions  of 
gratitude  have  the  energetic  eloquence  of 
genuine  sensibility  !  They  are  greatly  be- 
yond what  I  have  merited;  but,  when  I 
conrsider  the  tender  reflections  that  excited 
them,  my  heart  melts  ifito  sympathy. 

Alas !  it  is  easy  to  perceive,  that  thi^ 
amiable  young  woman  is  not  to  be  nuni- 
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bered  with  the  happy.  Perhaps,  her  pre- 
^^^t  situation  is  pepMtiarly  unfortunatie. 
Perhaps,  she  h^s  Hbetph^^an  destin^  to 
cii:perifsii€se  the  qold  rfscepttoo,  th«  uqfeel- 
is^g^egldQty  of  some  Ettk^  narrow,  selfish 
inindi  tp  whose  oitentiQiis  she  had  beetn 
paxtipitlarly  reoonunoided  hy  her  departed 
relatives.  Perhaps,  some  friend  of  her 
Ij^roth^r?— But/,  no;  the  real  frieands  of 
Percy  were,  like  him^f,  noble,  generous, 
and. good.  Pat  from  being,  capable  of  dis- 
honouring the  memoiy  of  their  friend,  by 
lieglecting  to  perform  the  rites  of  hospi* 
tality  to  his  sister,  they  have  taken  an 
interest  in  her  feelings,  and  by  acts  of 
kindness  and  attention^  have  endeavoured 
to  promote  her  happiness*  And,  surely, 
for  no  act  of  kindness  can  the  sister  of 
Percy  be  ungrateful  to  the  friends  of  her 
brother ! 

The  loss  of  Delomond,  and  the  melan- 
choly letter  of  Miss  Percy,  dwelt  upon  my 
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ispiiitf  >^  and  9Wik  them  to  a  state  of  uqu^ual 
flepr^jio^.  1 9peiit  th^  aigbt  Jn  ^^^ne^s^ 
and,  early  i^  tbe  i»Qtoing>  wwt  in  search 
of  my  iVknd,  the  phik)$pph^r,  wbo^e  v^iir 
yorsatioo  it  tp  me  as  th*  rod  of  Krishxia, 
which  no  soQuef  touched  th«  fy^«  of 
Arjouo,  than  he  aaw  the.  figure  of  trul^  as 
it  appear^  unto  the  God$  themselves.  Tbi^ 
amiable  friend  bad  of  late  been  $o  much 
engrossed  by  his  scientific  pursuits,  that  I 
bad  enjoyed  little  of  his  company.  He 
received  me  with  an  air  of  unusual  viva- 
city, "  When  I  last  saw  you,"  said  he,  ^^  I 
am  afraid  I  must  have  appeared  strangely 
inattentive;  but,  in  truth,  my  mind  was 
at  that  time  very  much  embarrassed,  and 
almost  solely  occupied  on  a  subject  which 
I  did  not  then  choose  to  speajc  of,  but 
which  I  shall  now  fully  explain.  You 
must  know,  that  I  had  lately  entered  on 
a  course  of  experiments,  more  interesting 
than  any  in  which  I  have  ever  yet  en- 
gaged, and  from  which,  I  had  no  doubt,  a 


148 


most  important  discovery  would  result.  I 
found  it,  however,  altogether  impossible 
to  go  on  without  the  assistance  of  an  addi- 
tional apparatus, :  the  price  of  which  was 
far  more  than  I  could  afford.  It  was  fifty 
pounds :  Little  less  than  a  quarter  of  a 
year*s  rent  of  my  whole  estate !  What  was 
I  to  do  ?  bespeak  it  of  the  artizan,  without 
havipg  the  money  ready  to  pay  for  it? 
This  would  be  nothing  less  than  an  act.of 
wilful  dishonesty ;  for  dishonesty,  either 
to  one's  self  or  others,  running  in  debt 
always  is. 

"  Could  I  hope  to  save  it  by  retrenching 
any  of  my  ordinary  expences  ?  I  calculat- 
ed every  thing,  even  to  living  on  bread 
and  water,  but  found  it  impossible.  I  had, 
then,  nothing  for  it,  but  to  relinquish  my 
plan  entirely,  and  since  I  could  not  carry 
it  on  myself,  to  communicate  my  ideas 
upon  the  subject  to  some  more  opulent 
philosopher,  by  whose  means  the  benefit  of 
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-  the  discovery  might  be  still  given  to  the 
world."  *^  Ah  !  my  friend,"  interrupted  I, 
"I  now  see'  that  you  have  no 'regard  for 
me,  or  you, would  have  given  me  the  envi- 
able pleasure,  the  delight  of  bfeing  able  to 
say  to  myself,  that  I  too,  ignorant  as  I  am, 
I  too  have  contributed  my  feeble  aid  to 
jthe  advancement  of  science,  and  the  be- 
nefit of'  society."  "  You^  are^  very  good," 
returned  the.  Doctor,  "  and  I  have  no 
doubt  of;  your  generosity.  But,  as  the 
action  of  heat  evaporates  fluids,  so  does 
the  borrowing  bf  money,  in  my  opinion, 
destroy  the  independence  of  the  soul :  that 
independence,  which  gives  life  and  energy 
to  virtue,  without  which,  it  becomes  inca- 
pable of  being  exerted  to  any  truly  useful 
purpose.  No;  what  I  cannot  effect  by 
the  means  which  Divine  Providence  has 
put  into  my  power,  I  think  is  not  intend- 
ed by  Providence  that  I  should  effect  at 
all 
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"  I  was  therefore  quietly  employing  my- 
self in  unfixing  that  great  retdrt ;  ivhea 
this  moming,  a  tetter  wai  brought  be 
fbom  my  ag^nt  in  the  Country,  informing 
me  bf  bis  having  obtained  for  me^  frbm 
a  n^ghbouring  *S<jmife,  tbie  sum  of  fifty 
J^outi^s ;  for  dajtnages  done  mte,  by  takihg^ 
through  mi^tak^;  a  pi^c^b  6f  my  grotiitid 
into  t»ie  of  hilsl  inciosures  :  turhich  sum  te 
inclosed  to  m^  in  a  letter-  Thus,  you  see, 
my  dilemma  is  qaitt  ^t  an  e^d.  I  shali 
now  go  on  with  spirit  ^  and  as  I  need  to^ 
no  more  time,  I  am  just  going  int6  th^ 
city,  to  give  the  necessary  ^it^ecttoms  to 
the  work-people ;  Who,  if  thcfy  a»  s»y 
way  diligent,  may  have  the  Whole  app&ra- 
tils  completely  finished  in  a  Week/*  As 
he  spoke,  I  <^ontem{)lated  with  delight  th^ 
glow  of  pleasure  which  anknated  his  finely 
exipressive  ccHintenance ;  a  pleai^ure  SO  dif- 
ferent from  the  spiarkling  exticy  of  pks- 
sion,  that  merely  to  have  beheld  it,  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  convince  the  most 
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devoted  seamialisty  of  the  superiority  of 
mnd  over  every  enjoymebt  df  mere  sense^ 


i^ 


Having  accepted  my  offer  of  attending 
him,  we  were  juGrt  about  to  depart,  irlieii 
]brveiited  by  the  entfaiice  of  a  lady» 
tnrliose  afir  and  manner  luad  in  them  some- 
what ^so  interesting^  that  the  unseasona^ 
bleness  of  the  interruption  was  soon  for-* 
gotten.  Grief  and  anxiety  were  painted 
on  her  countenance.  Every  feature  was 
kbauring  with  ill-suppressed  emotion^  and 
when  she  attem|>ted  to  speak,  the  tremor 
<i£  her  Voice  prevented  iuk  words  frcnft 
lieing  distinctly  heioxi.  I,  however,  soo^ 
gathered  from  her  broken  sentences,  and 
€he  sympathetic  replies  of  the  philosopher, 
that  she  was  the  wife  of  an  old  school*, 
fellow,  one  of  his  early  and  esteemed 
friends. — ^That  she  had  been  born  to  a^lki- 
enoe,  but  forfeited  the  favbur  of  her 
family  by  het  marriage ;  her  husband  hav- 
ing virtue  ?md  talents,  but  no  fortune. 
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His  talents,  however,  had  been  tamed  tl» 
good  account;  he  had : employed  himself 
in  drawing  plans  of  the  estates  of  the 
affluent,  which  his  taste  taught  him  to 
embellish  in  such  a  manner,  as  gratified 
Xhe  vanity  of  his  employers,  by  the  ad*- 
miration  it  excited*  He  was  contented 
-with  the  profit,  while  they  enjoyed,  the 
praise*  -^ 

"  We  were  doiiig  charmingly,"  said  the 
lady,  '^  and  had  the  prbi^iect  of  soon 
getting  above  the  world,  and  paying  off 
all  the  little  debts,  which,  afr  our  first  sett- 
ing out  in  life^  necessity  had  compelled  us 
to  contract.  When,  in  the  beginning  of 
last  Sunlmer^  my  husband  was  seized  Mrith 
a  fever,  which  lasted  seven  weeks;  and 
left  him. so  weak;  that  many  more  elapsed 
before :  he  was  able  to  go  abroad.  During 
that  time,  he  lost  some  of  his  most  advan* 
tageous  situaticms;   gentlemen  who  had 
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esxipbyed,  him,  having,  in  the  time  of  his 
iUness^  contracted .  with  others*  Winter 
came/  on,  and  no  funds  were  provided 
against  its  wants;  my  husband,  whose 
tenderness  and  affection  for  his  family, 
semied  to  be  increased  by  -  the  difficulty 
he  found  in  procuring  their  support,  had 
a.  genius  fruitful  in  resources.  In  those 
ninths  when  the  season  necessarily  put  a 
stop  to  his  employments,  he  wrote  for  the 
printer  of  a  periodical  publication,  in 
which  work  he  taught  me  to  assist  him ; 
and  thus,  by  our  united  endeavours,  we 
cpntrived  still  to  keep  up  a  decent  appear- 
ance ;  and  to  maintain  with  frugality  our 
four  little  ones,  whose  innocent  endear- 
ments  repaid  ^1  our  trouble,  and  made  us, 
when  we  sat  dovsjn  to  our  little  meal,  for- 
get tlie  labour  by  which  it  had  been 
CB^rmd.  Ah !  my  poor  babes !  it  is  your 
sufferings,  that,  more  than  his  own,  now 
wrings  youi;  father's  heart  I" 
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"  But  where  is  now  my  friend?**  inter* 
rupted  Severan.  "Ishe^^i?  What  can 
I  do  to  serve  him?  Where  can  I  see  hia?'^ 

'^  Alasy  he  is  in  prison !  ^*  returned  the 
kdy.  **  He  is  in  a  loathsome,  dismal 
prison ! — deprived  of  light,  of  Uberty,  of 
every  comfort,  and  enjoyment;  and  his 
dear  children,  his  pretty  darlings,  of  wfaoin 
he  used  to  be  so  fond,  they  too  must  go^ 
must  be  nursed  in  the  abode  of  miseiy^ 
and  made  familiar  with  every  species  of 
wretchedness!" — Here  tears  dame  to  her 
relief,  and  for  some  time  choaked  her 
utterance* 

At  length,  recovering  herself,  and  as- 
suming  an  air  of  dejected  composure,  "  I 
beg  your  pardon,"  continued  she,  (observ- 
ing the  marks  of  sensibility,  that  over- 
spread the  benignant  countenance  of  our 
friend),  "  I  did  not  mean  to  distress  you, 
but  it  is  so  few  that  can  feel  for  one's 
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affliction  !**— and  the  voice  of  sympathy  is 
so  gtateftil  to  the  wounded  heart-^that  I 
could  not  deny  myself  the  consolation  of 
speaking  to  you.  But  things  may  yet  go 
better. — My  husband  has  enough  ouring 
to  him,  to  enable  him  to  pay  every  one. 
But  the  misfortune  is,  that  his  debtors  are 
all  people  of  fortune,  whose  favour  would 
be  foir  ever  lost,  by  an  untimely  application 
for  money ;  and  should  the  news  of  his 
having  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  once  get 
abroad,  he  is  ruined  for  ever !  No  person 
of  i^hion  will  ever  employ  him  more  T 


^^  I  cannot  think  so,'*  said  the  Doctor, 
with  his  wonted  mildness;  "  we  see  daily 
instances  of  the  high  favour  that  is  shewn 
to  people  of  mined  circumstances;  many 
of  whom  I  have  known,  even  when  worth- 
less ai^d  depraved,  to  meet  with  attention 
and  support,  from  people  of  elevated  rank 
and  fkshion !" 
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*'  Ah !  sir,"  replied  the  lady,  "  these 
were  people  who  had  squaitdiered  their 
fortunes  in  luxury  and  dissipation;  such^ 
indeed^  seldom  fail  to  meet  with  patrons 
and  benefactors ;  but,  it  is  far  otherwise 
with  the  poor  man,  who  has  been  strug* 
gling  with  adversity,  and  employing  his 
efforts  ^for  the  maintenance  of  a  virtuous 
wife  and  family :  when  he  fails,  he  is 
considered  as  an  object  unworthy  of  no- 
tice ;  his  situation  creates  no  interest ;  his 
wretchedness  excites  no  commiseration." 
— ".  But  your  own  family,  my  dear  Madam^ 
— they  have  it  in  their  power  to  extricate 
you  from  every  difficulty;  will  you  pfermit 
nie  toapply  to  them  in  your  behalf?" 

^'  Alas !  sir,  I  fear  it  would  ht  in  vain ; 
they  are  too  fond  of  money,  to  give  it  to 
those  who  have  none.  You  know  how  I 
offended  them  by  my  marriage  ;  yet,  had 
my  husband  succeeded  in  the  world,  and 
made  a  fortune,  mine  would  not  have  been 
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withheld  from  him.  It  would  have  been 
given,  if  we  had  not  wanted  it ;  but,  now 
that  we  are  reduced  to  poverty,  I  have  no 
hopes  of  assistance  from  any  of  my  friends. 
Yet  would  I  thank  you  for  making  trial 
of  an  supplication  to  them,  if  they  were  in 
town — but  they  are  not.  They  are  all  at 
York,  except  one  aunt,  who  is,  indeed, 
very  rich ;  she  is  also  very  religious,  and 
very  charitable,  but  makes  it  a  rule,  never 
to  give  assistance  to  any  who  are  not  of 
hjer  own  sect" 

"Then,"  cried  Severan,  with  unusual 
warmth,  "  whatever  are  her  professions, 
she  is  a  stranger  to  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ !  But  you  have  not  told  me  the 
amount  of  the  debt,  for  which  your  hus- 
band is  confined ;  is  it  not  considerable  ?" 

"  Alas  !  yes,"  returned  the  lady  ;  "  it  is 
more  than  forty  pounds ;  and,  what  with 
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tlie  baiHiF's  and  the  jaUor'n^:  f^^es,  will^  I 
dare  say,  arise  to  little  less  th^  fifty !" 

"  Fifty  pounds !"  repeated  the  philoso*^ 
pher-  ^^  And  fifty  pounds  wpuld  release 
your  husband  from  a  jail :  Fifty  pounds 
would  restore  a  iutber  to  his  infant  faixitly, 
and  make  the  heart  of  a  virtuous  woman 
rejoice.  It  is  the  noblest  of  all  experi-» 
ments ! — ^And  detested  be  the  pursuit^  that 
would  stand  in  the  way  of  the  hap^ii^ess 
of  a  fellow-creature.  My  good  Madam^" 
continued  he,  addressing  himself*  to  the 
lady,  who  looked  astonished  at  the  inco^ 
herence  of  his  expressions,  '^  you  must 
know,  that  I  this  morning  made  a  mis* 
take ;  I  thought  that  Providence  hid  sent 
me  fifty  pounds,  to  enable  me  to  pursue  a 
philosophical  discovery,  on,  which  I  had 
vainly  set  my  heart :  but  I  now  find,  it 
was  for  a  nobler  purpose ;  it  was  to  con- 
tribute to  the  happiness  of  an  unfortunate 
family ;  here  it  is ;  and  all  I  desire  is,  that 
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you  would  consider  me  only  as  the  agent, 
and  keep  your  thanks  for  him  who  sent 
it." 

« 

.  The  vanous  emotions  of  astonishment, 
doiihty  gratitude,  and  joy,  which  took  pos* 
session  of  the  poor  lady's  bosom,  struggled 
for  utterance,  and  at  length  found  vent  in 
tears. 

The  effect  upon  my  feelings,  was  too 
powerful  to  be  supported :  I  left  the  room, 
and  when  I  returned,  found  my  friend  ad- 
vising  with  the  lady,  on  the  steps  neces- 
sary to  be  taken  for  her  husband's  release. 
I  had,  from  the  commencement  of  our 
acquaintance,  regarded  the  philosopher  as 
the  first  of  human  beings.  I  now  lopked 
Up  to  him  as  something  more.  To  help  a 
fellow-creature  in  distress,  is  the  instinc- 
tive impulse  of  benevolence ;  but  to  sacri- 
fice, for  the  good  of  others,  the  darling 
pursuit  of  one's  life !  to  give  up  on  that 
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account  the  favourite,  the  cherished  object 
of  one's  mind !  this  belongs  only  to  the 
philosophy  of  Jesus.  It  was  now  that  I 
understood  what  cutting  6fF  the  right 
handy  and  plucking  out  the  right  eye, 
truly  meant.  But  ah  !  my  friend,  if  this 
is  really  the  religion  of  Christ,  how  falsely 
are  people  often  called  Christians  I .- 

On  the  arrival  of  the  man  of  the  law, 
whom  the  Doctor  had  sent  for  to  conduct 
the  business,  we  all  set  out  with  the  lady, 
for  the  place  of  her  husband's  confine-* 
ment. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  great,  gloomy 
mansion,  Doctor  Severan,  thinking  it  in- 
delicate to  go  immediately  into  the  pre- 
sence of  his  friend,  sent  his  lawyer  with 
the  lady  to  inform  her  husband  of  his  libe- 
ration, and,  in  the  mean  time,  indulged  my 
curiosity  with  a  sight  of  the  prison. 

'2 
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You  have  setn  the  dungeons  in  which 
the  Musstilitiand  ^onfitie  their  malefactors, 
and  in  which  their  prisioners  of  wai-  are 
often  '^doiomed  to  dtifFer  the  lingering  tor- 
tures bf  dissp&ir;  td  itihale  the  tioxidus 
Vapoiin^  df  pestilence,  and  to  pine  in  £tll 
the  mii$eriei&  of  disease  and  famine.  But 
after  what  I  bare  said  df  Christiitl  cha- 
Hty^  yttii  will,  no  ddUbt,  thiiik  it  inipos^ 
sible,  that  ii\  a  Christian  country  similar 
places  should  be  found.  This,  indeed,  at 
ftht  frig^ht,  appeirs  very  inexplicable  ;  but 
it  oiily  Seires  to  confirm  nie  itt  the  truth 
hf  my  forttier  cotijebture,  rfespectihg  a  mstp 
imtlMim,  a  supplementary  code  of  Chris* 
tian  laws  iaiid  Chrifetiati  precept*,  irhich, 
in  many  res{>ect^,  must  very  essehtially 
differ  Irom  the  old  one. 

In  this  new  gdspel,  I  have  every  reason 
lo  bfelieve,  frohi  all  that  I  h^Ve  db$ei-ved 
Since  ttiy  abode  in  Englahd,  that  pbvferty 
is  eonSidKted  as  one  of  th^  faldSt  byiiious  of 
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crimes.  It  is>  accordingly,  by  the  Chris- 
Hans  of  the  new  system,  not  only  stigma^ 
tized  with  a  degree  of  infamy^  but  by 
their  very  laws^  and  under  the  immediate 
inspectioa  of  their  sage  magistrates,  it  is^ 
punished  in  the  most  exemplary  manner* 
The  abhorrence  in  which  this  crime  is 
held  by  those  Christian  legislators,  is,  in- 
deed, evident  throughout  the  tenour  of 
their  laws« 

Can  a  person  contrive  by  villainy  to 
possess  himself  of  the  estate  of  another^ 
provided  it  can  be  clearly  proved;  that 
poverty  had  no  share  in  instigating  him 
to  the  offence,  the  law  is  satisfied  with 
simple  restitution.  But,  should  a  poor 
starving  wretch  put  forth  his  audacious 
hand  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  hunger,  or  still 
the  clamorous  demands  of  an  mfant  fami- 
ly, he  is  condemned  to  death,  or  doomed 
to  everlasting  wretchedness.  You  who 
are  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  mild  ordir 
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nances  of  our  revered  Pundits,  will,  per- 
haps, think  it  unjust,  that  to  the  misera* 
ble  mortal  who  steals  the  value  of  twenty 
lupees,  and  to  him  who  boldly  ventures 
on  plundering  the  wealth  of  a  family, 
^ding  murder  to  the  crime  of  robbery, 
the  same  punishment  should  be  allotted; 
but,  you  will  admire  the  principle  upon 
which  the  laws  of  these  new  Christians 
in  this  case  proceeds.  It  throws  the 
crime  of  poverty  into  the  scale,  which  iur 
stantly  settles  the  balancp. 

Even  when  poverty  constitutes  tlw  sole 
offence,  nothing  is  more  equitable  than 
the  punishments  which  proceed  in  regular 
gradation,  and  correspond  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  in  which  the  crime 
exists.  For  instancy,  within  the  massy 
walls  of  this  prison, .  whose  iron  gates  open 
to  receive  the  reeking  murderer,  the  mid- 
night  thief,  and  all  those  miserable  out- 
casts of  society >  who,  lost  to  every  prin- 
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cij^te  6i  sfaaMe,  every  feisling.  of  Humanity) 
have  sunk  into  all  the  brutality  6f  vice; 
those  guilty  6f  the  ciime  of  poVtirty,  aWr 
likewise  immuted.  Bui .  think  not  that 
they  are  all  equally  wretched.  No ;  these 
that  can  afford  to  defraud  tfaleir  cr^iioh^ 
are  suffered^  by  ttesb  wise  legislators,  td 
live  in  a  degree  of  luxiiry.  Those  whd 
ean  save  Enough  froth  the  wreck  6f  fbrmer 
titnes;  to  pay  for  their  aiccommodation^ 
may  still  enjdy  sotoe  com}>arative  d%ree 
of  comfort.  But,  it  is  thosie  wWstchcs  w1k> 
have  lost  their  ally  and  are  alike  destitute 
c^  friends  dnd  fortune — it  is  they  who  are 
doohied  to  sufier  the  bittemei^  of  confine*^ 
m^nt)  in  all  its  horrbrs. 

It  is  true,  thsLt  some  who  follow  the  old 
system  of  Christianity,  as  it  was  tail^ht 
by  Jesus  Christ  and  his  apostles,  by  whom 
poverty  is  not  considered  as  so  unpardona- 
ble a  crime,  have  exierted  their  endeavburs^ 
for  relieving  the  sufferings  of  their  fellow- 


16S 


creatures,  who  for  small  sums;  are  shut  iip 
in  theae  dreary  abodes  of  wretchedness, 
^t  nQtwithstanding  their  endeavours,  not- 
If ithstahding  the  26al9U3  efforts,  the  h^art 
touching  remonstrances  of  one  of  thes^ 
Christi^iis  of  the  old  school,  who  devotes 
kis  life  to  the'  ehtldren  of  misfortune  ;^ 
still,  in  these  prii^ous,  many  thQusiands  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  land  of  freedom, 
4re  left  to  pine  out  >  piiserable  existence, 
alike  useless  to  themselves  and  to  society, 
^^ny,  ^t  whose  birth  the  voice  of  congra? 
tulation  has  been  raised,  and  over  whos^ 
idfwt  forn^s  the  tears  of  parental  tender? 
qess  have  been  fondly  shed,  are  here  suffer-r 
ed  to  languish,  unnoticed  and  unknown. 

As  for  those  wretches  who  have  com- 
mitted  such  oifences  aeraiiist  society,  as 
J  natiom  upon  e«th  h,«  deem  J  «i, 

f  We  nq>poM  tke  ^tt^h  points  at  the  Wnerolenl 
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ricaded,  aa4  sp  filled  up  by  the  l>rier«:  au4 
the  thorns,  whi(di  these  new  Cbri$tiw$ 
hav^  thrqwn  in  thp  w^y,  that  it  bpcome^ 
quite  ii^visihle ;  aud,^  lecit  re^^tioA  should 
point  it  ftut^  intoxicating  liquor^  are  dlfiw- 
ed  in  all  prisons  tp  be  distributed  m  suffi* 
-cient  quantities,  tq  pt:ev^|  the  wmt  dis- 
t?i^it  apprehepsionj?  of  «HPh  w  event- 
Thus  flp  these  jeuligjhte^ed  people  e:^ert 
their  ejidjeayours  to  fill  the  regions  of  Nas- 
reyka ! ! 

As  for  the  pbilojsopher,  who,  I  n^e4  HQt 

^  tell  yqu,  is  ^  Gbri^tian  according  to  the 
0I4  Gospel,  he  deprecate*  the  whole  sys- 
tem, ^ud  ws§  sp  njueh  shflAked  at  %i» 
sfli^\i\  of  the  you^g  yictims,  who  are  here 
deypted  tp  vice,  in  order  that  they  msgr 

be  afterwards  iimnol^ted  on  the  altars  pf 
justice,  that  no  cprdial  lesi^  pQweriUl  th^ 
the  sight  of  the  happiness  he  had  himself 
preated,  would  have  had  ^c^py  to  restore 
his  mind  to  any  ^^gvte  of  compQ^jLtre^ 
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Before  I  conclude  this  epistle,  I  must 
entreat  you  to  send  for  the  good  and  pious 
firamin  Sheermaal : — tell  him,  that  my 
heart  reproaches  me,  for  the  injustice  I 
was  guilty  of  towards  him ;  I  implore  his 
pardon,  for  the  •  incredulity  with  which  I 
regs^tded  his  accovn|;  of  the  conduct  of 
Chri$tian9.-r*£:)cpQri^nce  has  now  taught 
me  to  sipkOQwledge,  that  his  words  were 
dictated  by  truth,  nnd  his  observations 
toianated  from  wi^dpm  1 

All  that  I  .have  written,  thou  wflt  not^ 
perhaps,  think  proper  to  read  to  Zamarr 
canda;  many  pftrts*  of  it,  she  certainly 
could  not  understand  1  but  I  request  thou 
wouldst  aiisuce  her,  that  the  love  of  her 
brfither  is  undinainished.— I  embrace  iny 
$0ii*-faQd  implore  up(m  him  the  blessing 
of  all  the  benignant  Dewtahs !— May  the 
fortunes  of  Maandaara  be  established  for 
fever  I-rrWhat  can  I  say  more  ? 
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LETTER  XIV, 

I 

* 

Since  I  last  took  up  the  reed  of  friend^ 
ship,  my  heart  has  been  fretted  with  vexa^ 
tion,  and  my  soul  chilled  with  astonish- 
ment. Will  'the  friend  of  Zaarmilla  believe 
it  possible,  that  I  should  have  found  fraud 
and  falsehood,  venality  and  corruption, 
even  in  that  court-protected  vehicle  of 
public  information,  that  pure  scnirce  of  in: 
telligence,  >called  a  Newspaper? 

« 

>  The  manner  in  which  I  made  the  diA^ 
agreeable  discovery  was,  to  me,  no  less 
extraordinary,  than  the  discovery  itself 
I  went,  as  usud,  yesterday  morning,  to 
spend  an  hour  at  the  neighbouring  coffee- 
house, and,  on  entering  it,  was  surprised 
to  find  myself  the  object  of  universal  at- 
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teation.  Every  eye  was  turned  towards 
me;  some  few  seemed  to  regard  me  with 
a  look  of  contempt ;  but  the  general  ex- 
prei^sion  was  that  of  pity  and  compassion. 
I  had  advanced  to  a  box,  and  called  for  a 
newspaper ;  but  was  hesitating  whether  I 
nhoiild  retire  or  stay  to  peruse  its  contents^ 
when  a  gentleman,  whom  I  observed  to 
eye  me  vnth  particular  eagerness,  ap- 
proaching  me  with  much  formality,  beg- 
ged leave  to  inquire,  whether  I  was  indeed 
the  Rajah  of .  Almora,  a  native  prince  of 
Rohilcund?  On  being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  the  gentleman,  again  bowing 
to  the  ground,  thus  proceeded  :  "  I  hope 
your  highness  will  not  attribute  it  to  any 
want  of  respect,  that  I  have  thus  presumed 
to  intrude  myself  into  your  presence.  I 
entertain  too  much  respect,  fbr  whatever 
is  illustrious  in  birth, '  or  honourable  in 
rank,  or  dignified  in  title,  or  exalted  in 
authority,  to  do  any  thing  derogatory  to 
Its  greatness.    I  am  but  too  conscious  of 
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the  prejudice  which  your  higbn€93  mm% 
inevitably  entertain  againsit  thi$  nj^tion^  tQ 
hope  that  you, will  lopjc  uppa  ^ny  iniii-: 
vidua!  h^lqnging  to  it  without  suspi^jicw^ 
and  abhorrence !  But  I  hope  ta  cm%\i^9 
you,  in  spite  qf  the  reasons  yqu  h^v^  haii 
tp  the  contrary,  that  ^e  are  pOt  fi  mtim 
of  monstets.  Some  virtup  i&.tiU  rein»iiw 
among  u3,  confined  to  qe,  ^ftd  wy  h^Th 
ourable  friends,  it  w  true;  hut  we,  airj 
are  Englishmen.  Englishmen,  capahJe  «^ 
hliishingvat  the  nefeirious  practices  of  dekr 
gated  authpjity.  JEngUshmen,  whp  haK# 
iiQt  been  cpi&p|etely  diac^beiwened  of  om 
ni^tural  entrails :  our  heaFbi,.9nd  g^Ui  imd 
sipleeni,  and  livers,  have  not  been  farGihly 
tojn  from  our  bodies,  and  th^r  plftoei 
supplied  by  shawls,  and  lacl^s,  and  nabobr 
ships;,  and  dewannes !  We  have  real  hrarts 
of  flesh  and  blood/  within  oui^  bosoms* 
Hearts,  irhich  bleed  at  the  recital  of  hm 
mai^  misery,  and  feel  foe  the  woes  of  jioiu 
unhappy,  country,  with  all  the  nnnonl^  of 
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Ulidttf^hiatibited  rirtue."  Pt^rceiving  my 
ititeiitidii  to  speak,  "  I  knbw,  sir,  what 
you  ^ould  say,"  cried  he,  with  vehe- 
litbtic^ :  "  You  \^ould  tell  me^  that  your 
hatred  td  bfae  English  race  was  fbuhded 
in  nktiirb  dild  In  justieb. — You  wduld  teli 
itte^  that  it  is  we  who  have  desolated  your 
eitl|^ire,  who  have  turned  the  fruitful  and 
delicious  garden  of  Rohilcund,  into  a 
Drai^te  and  howling  wilderness. — fFe,  \irho 
have  extirpated  the  ndble  race  of  warriors, 
i^ho  were  ydur  kihd  protectors!  your  in- 
dulgent  lords  1  your  beneikent  friends  !~ 
to  ivhoni  you  paid  a  proud  submission ;  a 
dignified  obedience ;  a  subdrdinition  more 
dei^rabte  than  thb  tumuli;uous  spirit  of  the 
most  exalted  freedom  !"  Agaiii  I  attempt- 
ed to  sjieak.— -"  Ah  !"  bried  he,  in  a  still 
tooder  tone,  ^^  you  need  not  descrihe  to 
me  Uie  ravages  you  haVfe  seen  committed ! 
the  insultls  you  have  sustained !  You  need 
not  tell  me,  thai  ybur  friends  have  been 
slaughtered ;    yoUr    country    plundered ; 
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your  houses  burned ;  your  laad  Inid  uraste; 
ymut  zenana  dkhonoored ;  and  the  favou* 
rite,  the  lovely,  the  virtuous  wife  of  your 
directions,  perhaps,  torn  from  youragoniz-" 
ing  bosom !"  This  was  a  ehord  not  to  be 
touched,  even  by  the  rude  hand  of  a  stran^ 
ger,  without  exciting  a  visible  emotion. 
**  I  sec  the  subject  is  too  much  for  you," 
cried  he,  "  it  is  too  fraught  with  horror, 
to  be  surve3red  with  indifSerefice.  Nature 
sickens  at  the  recollection  ;  bujt  you  need 
say  no  more  ;  depend  upon  it,  I  shdl 
make  a  proper  representation  of  yoar  case.> 
Through  me,  your  wrongs  »hall  find  a 
tongue.  I  will  proclaim  to  the  world,  all 
that  I  have  heard  you  utter.  That  mask 
of  horrors,  that  system  of  iniquity,  which 
your  highness  would  describe,  shall  be  laid 
open  to  the  eye  of  day,  and  its  wicked^ 
nefarious,  abominable,  and  detested  author, 
exposed  to  the  just  indignation  of  the  con^ 
gregated  universe !" — At  these  words,  again 
bowing  to  the  ground,,  he  turned  round. 
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and  departed.  As  I  had  no  doubt  of  the 
unhappy  man's  insanity^  I  exceedingly  re^* 
^ced  at  his  departure,  and  that  he  had 
done  no  mischief  to  himself  or  other9» 
during  this  paroxysm  of  delirium. 

Among  the  crowd,  which  the  vocifera- 
tion of  this  unhappy  maniac  had  attracted 
round  us,  I  perceived  one  of  the  gentle- 
men  I  had  met  at  Miss  Ardent's  ;■  and  was 
happy  to  take  the  opportunity  of  renewing 
qur  acq^intance.  From  him  I  learned, 
that  the  notice  of  the  tioisy  orator  had 
been  drawn  upon  me,  by  a  paragraph 
^inserted  in  a  newspapo:  of  that  morning, 
which,  after  mentioning  my  name,  and  de- 
scribing my  person,  falsely  and  wickedly 
insinuated,  '^  that  I  had  come  thither  on 
behalf  of  the  Hindoo  inhabitants  of  Bengal,.  , 
to  complain  of  the  horrid  cruelties,  and  un- 
exampled oppression,  under  which,  through 
the  mal-administration  of  the  British  Go- 
vernor  of  India,  we  were  made  to  groan." 
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I  Was  fexceedin^ly  shocked  at  the  iUeiL 
df  the  ebhsequehces  that  itiight  aiii»e  to 
the  chosen  sbrvant  of  the  lilihijiter,  the 
writer  of  the  ttetrSpaperj  ftbiii  haVitig  buf- 
fered himsfelf  td  be  thus  impd^d  upbfl. 
I  did  not  know  what  punishment  might 
await  the  bddfidkiitial  conductor  of  this 
Vehicle  of  intelligence,  should  hife  master 
discbvier  that  he  had  sufibried  d  falsehood 
td  pollute  thai  pure  foutitaiti  df  public 
instruction,  in  which  his  catie  for  the 
mdrials,  the  Virtue,  the  fortutife,  the  healthy 
and  the  bieauty  df  all  the  subjects  df  thii 
^xtienslVfe  empire,  is  so  fUUy  evinced.-^ 
The  gentleman,  obsfefving  itiy  anxiety^^ 
told  mfe,  thiat  thte  best  method  bf  *prdceed- 
ing  Was,  tb  iiUthoriSfe  the  publisher  tb  con- 
tradict the  paragi-aph  alluded  to  in  th& 
next  jpaper ;  and  that  hfe  Would,  if  I  ijhbsc! 
it,  gd  then  with  me  to  his  house. 

Eaget-  to  extricate  the  poor  man  from 
the  dilemma  into  Whibh  his  i^orance  had 
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thrown  him,  I  gladly  accepted  the  friendly 
offer,  and  we  proceeded  immediately  to 
the  office  of  this  prime  minister  of  fame, 
who  received  us  with  all  the  stateliness 
which  an  idea  of  the  consequence  of  situa-^ 
tion  never  fails  to  inspire.  The  gentleman 
took  upon  himself  to  open  the  business ; 
which  he  did^  by  saying,  ^'  that  he  had 
brought  with  him  a  stranger,  of  high  rank^ 
who  considered  himself  aggrieved  by  a 
paragraph,  which  had  been  that  morning 
mserted  in  his  paper;  and  then  pointing 
it  out,  he  told  him,  that  I  would  expect 
to  see  a  contradiction  of  that  part  of  it 
which  related  to  the  British  Governor  of 
India,  for  whom  I  entertained  sentiments 
of  the  most  profound  respect.  The  con- 
ductor shrugged  up  his  shoulders^  and  said^^ 
**  the  paragraph  had  been  paid  for." — 
"That  is  to  say,  the  contradiction  of  it 
must  be  paid  for  likewise,"  returned  the 
gentleman.  "  I  dare  say,  the  Rajah  will 
have  no  objection."    Observing  the  asto- 
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nishment  that  was  painted  in  my  counte-^ 
nance,  he  told  m^,  that  nothing  was  moire 
commonly  practised.  **  Yes,'*  adkied  the 
news  writer,  "  the  gentleman  must  ccrr 
tainly  allow,  that  when  a  falsehood  hM 
been  paid  for,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  ex** 
pect  that  it  can  be  contradicted  for 
nothing  t'-^It  would  be  quite  dishwdur* 
oiler 

"  What!'*  cried  I,  with  an  emotion  na 
longer  to  he  suppressed,  ^'  and  is  it  then 
in  the  power  of  a  piece  of  gold,  to  pro- 
cure circulation  to  whiatever  untruths  the 
base  malignity  of  envy  or  of  hatred  may 
ehuse  to  dictate?  Are  these  the  articles 
of  intelligence  diffused,  at  such  vast  ex- 
pence,  '  over  this  Christian  kingdom  ?  Ah ! 
ye  simple  people !  whom  distance  has  hap- 
pily "preserved  in  ignorance  of  the  ways 
of  news  writers,  how  little  do  ye  know 
the  real  value  of  what  ye  so  liberally  pay 
for!" 
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JSo  much  wa&  I ;  disguslec^  that  if  my 
QWHL  chsuracter  alone  had  been  coBCfirned^ 
I  would  rather  have  submitted  to  the  evil, 
than  to  the  .  remedy • — ^As  it  was, .  I  thre^tf 
jdowH  the  guinea  and  depaxted,  with  rather 
less  reverence  for  the  authenticity  of  news* 
paper  intelligence,  than  I  had  entectain*^ 
ed  at  ^y  entrance. 

The  disagreeable  consequences  of  this 
afiHil  havQ  not  stopped  here :  I  can  no 
longer  stir  abroad,  without  attracting  the 
gaze  of  observation.  Places  of  public  en- 
tertainment are  iQllled  by  the  bare  expecta^ 
tion  of  beholding  me ;  all  those  of  resort^ 
in  thje  out-skirts  of  the  town,  have  adver^ 
tised  me,  as  part  of  their  bill  of  fare ;  and 
I  am  this  evening  disappointed  of  the  plea- 
sure I  expected,  at  a  new  species  of  amuse^ 
ment  called  a  Masquerade,  from  seeing  in 
the  newspaper  that  my  intention  is  known 
to  the  public. — In  fine,  I  can  no  longer  find 
happiness  in  this  metropolis,  and  would 
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with  pleaiure,  at  this  moment,  re^embark 
on  the  bosom  of  that  ocean,  whose  distant 
waves  now  beat  against  the  happy  shores 
of  India.  Some  weeks  mnst  elapse,  before 
such  an  opportunity  can  be  found.  I  shall, 
therefore,  in  the  interim,  avail  myself  of 
the  polite  and  friendly  invitation  of  Lady 
Grey,  and  the  family  of  the  Ardents,  to  go 
into  the  country. 

If  I  can  prevail  upon  the  philosopher  to 
accompany  me,  I  she'll  indeed  be  happy. 
And  let  not  Maandaara  too  much  exult 
Over  the  disappointment  of  his  friend,  when 
I  confess  to  him>  that  experience  has  now 
convinced  me,  that,  though  the  novelty  of 
manners  and  opinions  may  produce  amuse- 
ment, and  the  variety  of  human  characters 
afford  some  degree  of  instruction,  it  is  the 
society  of  the  friend  we  esteem,  that  can 
alone  solace  and  satisfy  the  heart ! 
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When  I  vainly  flattered  myself  with 
obtaining  the  company  of  Severan,  I  had 
entirely  forgot  his  experiments.  He  has 
now  ^igaged  in  them  with  renewed  ar- 
dour ;  and  so  deeply  is  he  interested  in 
their  success,  that  no  motive,  less  power- 
ful than  the  possibiUty  of  relieving  a  fel- 
low-creature in  distress,  would  be  sufficient 
to  make  him  quit  his  laboratory^  The 
morning  after  that  in  which  we  had  visited 
the.  building  allotted  to  the  reception  of 
the  unfortunate  people,  whom  these  good 
Christians  have  so  piously  devoted  1/> 
£^emen,  *  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  worthy 
family  who  had  been  yescucd  from  the 
punishment  of  poverty ;  *  and,  after  having 
(Jone  what  was  in  my  power  to  preserve 

•  The  Prince  of  Hell. 
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them  from  being  found  guilty  of  a  like 
crime  in  future,  directed  them  to  return 
to  Severan  the  sum  he  had  so  generously 
advanced. 


But  though  I  am  thus  deprived  of  his 
company  ibr  the  present,  he  promises  to 
join  me,  as  soon  as  his  scientific  eng^ge*- 
nieiits  will  admit.  And  in  the  mean  time, 
he  tdls  me,  I  ittay  expect  amusement  (I 
wonder  he  did  not  rather  say  instruction) 
from  the  characters  I  shall  meet  at  Sir 
Caprice  Ardent*s.  This  man  of  many 
miners,  has  left>  his  temples  and  his  turrets, 
bis  pillai^  and  pilasters,  his  arcades  and 
his  colonades,  to  be  fiiiished  by  the  ti^xt 
lover  of  architecture,  who  may  chance  to 
spring  up  in  the  family;  an|d  has  retired 
into  the  country,  to  enjoy,  without  in* 
terruption,  the  calm  pleasures  of  philcwcf- 
phy.  The  philosophy  which  at  pre^tat 
engrosses  the  soul  of  the  Baronet,  is,  how- 
ever,  of  a  different  species  from  that  which 
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engages  tlie>  capacious  mind  of  Doctor  Se- 
Teratii  It  is  a  philosophy  which  disdainis 
the  slow  process  <)fexperimenti  and  chiefly 
glories  in  contradicting  common  sensd 
Its  main  object  is  to  shew,  that  the  things 
which  are^  a$^e  not^  ^d  the  Mm^^  which 
are  not^  arc;  and  this  is  called  Metaphy* 
was. 


»  » 


As  I  understand  the  matter,  the  art  of 
these  metaphysical  champions  lies  in  puzz- 
ling each  other,  and  the  best  puzzler  car- 
ries off  the  prize. 

•  ■  ■ 

.  rWhile  these  Christian-born  philosophers 
pique  themselves  in  turning  from  light,  to 
walk  in  the  darkness  of  their  own  vain 
imaginations,  may  the  words  that  are  writ- 
ten in  the  *^  Ocean  of  Wisdom,"  never 
escape  from  our  remembrance ! 

"  Though  one  should  be  intimately  ac- 
^^  quai);ited  with  the  whole  circle  of  scit 
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^  tnctSy  and  master  of  the  principles  qa 
:^^  which  the  most  abstruse  of  them  are 
"  founded;  yet,  if  this  knowledge  be  wlr 
/^  accompanied  by  the  humble  worship  of 
/^  the  omniscient  God,  it  shall  ^ove  altor 
"  gether  vain  and  unprofitable*"* 

I  have  heard  of  a  conveyance,  which^ 
although  not  eligible  for  my  personal  ac- 
commodation^ yet  will  serve  to  transmit 
this  letter  to  my  friend. 

May  he  who  possesses  the  eight  attrif 
butcs,  receive  your  prayers !  May  you  walk 
in  the  shadow  of  Veeshnu !  and  when,  by 
the  favour  of  Varuna,  this  letter  shall  reach 

*  This  passage  appears  to  hav^  been  taken  from  the 
T^rvo^Vaulever  Kuddel,  a^  compositiott  which  l^rs  thf 
marks  of  considerable  antiquity;  and  whkh,  though  writ^ 
ten»  not  by  a  Bramin^  but  a  Hindoo  of  the  lowest  order, 
is  held  in  high  estimation,  Ibr  the  beauties  of  its  poetry, 
and  intrinsic  value  of  its  precepts.  Part  of  it  has  beep 
lately  translated  into  English  by  Mr  Kindersley, 
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the  dwelling  of  Maandaara,  may  he  read 
its  contents  with  the  same  sentiments  of 
friendship  as  now  beat  in  the  bosom  of 
Zaarmilla.  The  brother  of  2amarcanda 
salutes  the  sister  of  his  heart,  and  weeps 
over  the  tender  blossom  he  entrusted  to 
her  bosom, '  O  that  by  her  care  his  mind 
may  be  nourished  by  the  refreshing  dew 
of  early  virtue !    What  can  I  say  more ! 


18^ 


LETTER  XV. 

t 

Pea  I  SB  to  Ganesa!*  Hqw  would  the 
God,  whose  symbol  is  an  Elephant's  head^ 
have  been  astonished^  could  he  have  de- 
scended to  have  been  a  spectator  of  the 
scene  I  have  just  now  witnessed  ?  Had  he 
beheld  in  what  a  ridiculous  light  he  is  re- 
presented by  the  philosophers  of  Europe, 
who  pretend  to  be  his  worshippers,  I  am 
afraid,  he  would  have  been  more  than  half 
ashamed  of  his  votaries.  But  let  me  not 
anticipate.  You  must  travel  the  whole 
journey;  and,  according  to  my  plan  of 
punctual  and  minute  information,  you 
must  be  told,  that  I  left  London  the 
morning  after  that  in  which  my  last  epis- 

*  The  God  of  Wisdom,  whose  symbol  is  Hit  Head 
of  an  Elephant. 
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tic  was  concluded ;  and  travelled,  after 
the  manner  of  the  country,  in  a  carriage 
drawn  by  four  horses,  which  were  changed 
every  six  or  eight  coss,  at  Choltries  re- 
plete with  every  convenience,  and  occu* 
pied  by  the  politest,  the  civilest,  and  the 
most  hospitable  people  I  have  since  my 
residence  in  Europe  ever  encountered. 

Wherever  I  stopped,  smiles  of  welcome 
sat  on  every  brow,  nor  was  the  benign 
suavity  of  their  manners  confined  to  my- 
self alone ;  it  extended  even  to  my  domes*^^ 
tics ;  and  was  particularly  evinced  in  the 
cordial   looks,    and  kindly  greetings,  be^ 

« 

itowed  on  my  English  Sircar,  who  has  the 
uncontrolled  disbursement  of  my  money. 

I  had  already  travelled  upwards  of  two 
hundred  miles  (about  one  hundred  of  our 
Goss)  without  meeting  with  any  adventure 
worth  notice  ;  and  had  turned  a  few  miles 
out  of  the  great  ro&d,   into  that  which 
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leads  to  the  Baronet's,  when,  on  stopping 
to  change  horses  at  the  inn  of  a  paltry 
village,  I  met  with  an  unexpected  delay* 
They  had  no  horses  at  home.  I  was,  there* 
fore,  under  the  necessity  of  waiting  for 
the  return  of  a  pair,  which  the  landlord 
assured  me  would  be  back  in  less  than 
half  an  hour,  and  should  then  proceed  with 
me  immediately.  I  was  a  little  surprised, 
to  hear,  him  propose  having  my  carriage 
drawn  by  one  pair,  as  my  English  servant 
had  assured  me,  it  wai^  a  thing  impassible. 
And  his  judgment  had  been  confirmed^ 
not  only  by  the  London  horse-hirer,-  but 
by  the  master  of  every  inn  upon  the  road.^ 
But  as  the  road  was  now  more  broken,  and 
more  hilly,  than  I  had  hitherto  travelled, 
I  found  that  two  horses  would  be  suffi- 
cient. And  for  these  two  I  resolved  to 
wait  with  all  possible  patience. — I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  hitherto  mentioned  to 
you,  that  in  this  country  there  are  various 
ways  of  measuring  time ;  and  that  what 
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is  with  trades-people,  inn-keepers,  servants, 
&c.  called  five  minutes,  is  seldom  less  than 
one  hour,  by  the  sun-dial.  What  they 
call  an  hour,  is  a  very  undeterminate  period 
indeed;  being  sometimes  two  hours,  and, 
as  I  have  frequently  known  it  with  my 
£nglish  servant,  sometimes  the  length  of 
a  whole  evening.  Making  up  my  mind, 
therefore,  to  spend  two  or  three  hours  at 
this  sorry  village^  I  was  not  a  little  pleased 
to  hear,  that  I  had  the  prospect  of  some 
company;  and  that  two  gentlemen  from 
Sir  Caprice  Ardent's  were  in  the  ^  same 
house.  They  soon  introduced  themselves 
to  my  acquaintance ;  and  it  was  not  long 
before  I  discovered,  that  these  were  two 
of  the  philosophers,  mentioned  to  me  by 
my  friend  Severan. 

They  informed  me,  that  they  had  been 
brought  to  the  village  on-  a  disagreeable 
errand.  They  had,  it  seems,  been  stopped 
and  robbed  in  their  way  frgm  London  to 
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Ardent-Hall  The  robber  was  now  in 
custody,  but  theif  evidence  was  necessary 
for  his  commitment  to  prison.  On  this 
account  they  were  desired  to  appeav 
before  a  magistrate;  and  as  I  rejoice  in 
every  new  scene,  from  which  I  can  hope 
to  acquire  a  new  idea,  I  gladly  accompaai* 
ed  them  thither.  Little  did  I  know,  what 
acquisitions  were  to  be  made  to  piy  stock 
of  knowledge  !  or,,  that  in  the  simple 
business  of  recpgnizing  the  person  of  a 
robber,  I  was  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
a  complete  system  of  philosophy.  Alas ! 
ignorant  that  I  was  !  I  knew  not,  that  to' 
involve  the  simplest  question  in  perplexity, 
and  to  veil  the  plain  dictates  of  common 
sense,  in  the  thick  mist  of  obscurity  and 
doubt,  is  an  easy  matter  with  metaphysi- 
cal philosophers  ! 

We  were  shewn  into  the  hall  of  justice, 
and  found  the  pGiagistrate  seated. in  his 
chair.      This    portly  personage,    who    in 
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figure  very  muoh  resembled  those  imag^ 
of  the  Mandarines  of  China,  which. are 
often  to  be  seen  both  in  Asia  and  Europe, 
with  due  solemnity  of  voice,  addressing 
himself  to  the  eldest  of  the  two ,  gentle- 
men, desired  him  to  examine  the  features 
irf  the  culprit  who  now  stood  before  him, 
9iid  say,  whether  he  was  satisfied  as  to  his 
identity.  "  Much  may  he  said  upon  the  • 
mibject  of  identity j^  replied  Mr  Puzzle- 
dorf ;  "  the  greatest  philosophers  have  dif- 
fexed  in  their  opinions  concerning  it,  and 
ill  would  it  .become  me  ta  decide  upon  a 
question  of  such  vast  importance."  "  You 
have  but  to  look  in  the  man's  face,  sir," 
returned  the  magistrate,  "  to  see  whether 
he  is  the  identical  person  by  whom  you 
have  been  robbed ;  and  I  do  not  see,  what  - 
any  philosopher  has  to  say  concerning  it.'* 
"  It  would  ill  become  me  to  instruct  your 
worship  upon  this  point,"  resumed  Mr 
Puazledorf,  "  but  his  being  identically  the 
same,  is,  in  my  opinion^  altogether  impossi- 
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Ue.  Nor  is  my  opinion  singular;  happily; 
it  is  supported  by  the  most  respectable 
authorities.  Locke,  indeed,  makes  iden-^ 
tity  to  consist  in  consciousness,  but  con-< 
sciousness  exists  in  succession,  it  cannot 
be  the  same  in  any  two  mon)ents.  His 
hypothesis,  therefore,  is  not  tenable ;  in 
fact,  Watts,  Colins,  Clarke,  Butler,  Berkley, 
Price,  Priestly,  all  have,  in  some  degree, 
differed  from  it/'  "  Pj'^ty,  sir,  were  these 
gentlemen  Justices  of  the  King's  Bench?" 
interrupted  the  magistrate ;  "  if  they  were 
not,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  telling  you, 
sir,  they  were  very  impertinent  to  inter- 
fere in  such  questions !  I  am  not  to  be 
taught  the  business  of  a  Justice  of  Peace, 
by  any  of  them. — And  again  ask  you, 
whether  that  man,  who  calls  himself 
Tobias,  alias  Timothy  Trundle,  be  the  very 
identical  person,  by  whom  you  were  robbed 
on  the  1 8th  instant,  on  his  Majesty's  high- 
way ?"  *'  I  must  again  repeat  it,"  returned 
the  philosopher,  "  the  thing  is  impossible; 
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it  is  proved  beyond  a  doubt,  that  there  is 
no  such  quality  as  permanent   identity^ 
appertaining  to  any  thing  whatever : — ^and 
that  no  one  can  any  more  remain  one  and 
the  same  person  for  two  moments  together^ 
than  that  two  successive  moments  can  be 
one  and  the  same  moment.     And  if  you 
will  give  me  the  honour  of  stating  my 
arguments  upon  the  subject,  which  I  shall 
do  in  a  manner  trujy  philosophical,  I  make 
no  doubt  of  convincing  you  of  the  truth 
of  my  system.     It  is,  indeed,  a  system  so 
clear,    so    plain,    so    unanswerable,    that 
nothing  but  the  most  wilful  bKndness  and 
obstinacy  can  resist  its  truth."    "  That  I 
deny,"  said   Mr  Axiom,   interrupting  his 
friend.     "  I  agree  with   you,    that  con- 
sciousness, being  frequently  interrupted,  is 
not  strictly  continuous,  and,  therefore,  the 
continuity  of  consciousness  cannot  constt-^ 
tute  identity :  I  also  allow,  that  wherever, 
there  is  a  chemical  combination,  there  is  a 
corresponding  change  of  properties,  and 

VOL.  II.  K 
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that  the  majority  of  the  particles  of  which 
the  man  is  composed^  are  necessariJy  in 
succession  changed. — But,  I  assert,  and 
will  undertake  to  prove,  that  there  exists 
certain  stamina  which  are  never  carried 
off.  Where  this  stamina  is  situated,  will, 
I  know,  admit  of  dispute.  In  the  heart, 
say  some ;  in  the  brain,  say  others :  fot 
my  part,  I  think  it  is  most  probable,  that 
it  is  placed  in  that  part  of  the  brain  which 
approaches  the  nearest  possible  to  the  very 
top  of  the  nose,  which  situation  is^  un-' 
doubtedly,  the  most  convenient  for  re* 
ceiving  the  notices  sent  to  it  from  the 
organs  of  sight,  hearings  smelling,  &c.  and 
which  may  be  more  incontestably  proved 
from  the  following  arguments :  first"— — 
**  Fire  and  fury !"  exclaimed  the  Magistrate^ 
f^  this  is  more  than  human  patience  can 
bear !  But  do  not  think,  gentlemen,  that 
I  am  to  be  made  a  fool  of  in  this  way ;  I 
shall  let  you  know,  that  it  is  no  such  easy 
matter  to  make  a  fool  of  me !  And  was  it 
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not  for  tte  sake  of  my  worthy  friend^  Sir 
Caprice  Ardent,  I  should  let  you  kiiow 
the  consequence  of  insulting  one  of  his. 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  ex* 
ercise  of  his  duty.  A  vile  misdemeanor  I 
a  high'  breach  of  decoraqi !  and  not  to' be 
suffered  to  pass  with  impunity.  Once  for 
all,  I  desire  you,  sir,  (to  Axiom)  to  exa* 
mine  the  countenance  of  the  culprit,  and^ 

without  loss  of  tinle,  to  declare— whether 

« 

he  be  actually  the  person  guilty -of  thq 
aikged  crime  f^^ 

"  As  for  crime/*  replied  Mr  As^iom,  "  I 
absolutely  deny  the  existence  of  qrime  in 
any  case  whatever.  What  is  by.  the  vul* 
gar  erroneously  called  so,  is/  in  the  erit 
lightened  eye  of  philosophy,  nothing  more 
than  an  error  in  judgments  And,  indeed^ 
according  to  my  friend  Doctor  Sceptic, 
(Tim  Trundle's  former  master)  we  have  no 
right  to  predicate  this  much. — For  what 
is  right?  what  is  wrong?  what  is  vice?. 
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what  is  virtue?  but  tenns  merely  relative^ 
and  which  are  to  be  applied  by  the  stall* 
dard  of  a  man's  own  reason.  If,  for  in«* 
flAance,  the  reason  of  Mr  Timothy  Trun- 
dle leads  him  to  revolt  at  the  unjust  disr 
tribution  of  property,  and  to  think  it  vit^ 
tue  to  give  his  feeble  aid  towards  redress* 
ing  that  enormous  abuse,  who  shall  dare 
to  call  it  wrong  ?"  "  I  can  tell  you,  sir,'* 
eried  the  Justice,  that  the  law— ^will  think 
it  right,  that  Mr  Timothy  Trundle  should 
be  hanged  for  so  doing. — Nor  would  it  be 
any  loss  to  the  world,  if  all  the  promul- 
ga:tofs  of  such  doctrines,  the  aiders  and 
abettora  of  such  acts  of  atrocity,  shared 
the  same  fate !"  "  That,  sir,"  returned 
Axiom,  with  great  calmness,  "  I  conceive 
to  be  an  error  of  judgment,  on  the  part  of 
your  worship." — "  You,  however,  declare, 
that  this  is  the  person  by  whom  you  were 
robbed?"  said  the  Justice.  "  Yes,"  re- 
plied Axiom,  ^^  I  have  no  scruples  on  the 
subject  of  his  personal  identity  ;^  identity 
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being,  as  I  said  befpre," — '*  O  say  no  ir<h'« 
upoa  the  subject,  but  let  the  clerk  read 
your  affidavit,  and  have  done  with  it^': 
cried  the  Magistrate.  The  clerk  proceed-, 
ed,  and  the  solemn  appeal  to  the  Deity-^ 
an  appeal  which  so  nea^rly  concerned  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creature,  was  made— by  the 
extraordinary,  and,  to  me,  incomprehen- 
sible ceremony,  of  kissing  a  littlci  dirty-r 
looking  book ! 

,The  prisoner,  who  had  hitherto  niain-r 
tained  a  strict  silence,  now  addi^ssed  him^ 
self  to  Mr  Axiom,  to  whom,  it  seems,  he: 
was  well  known,  having  long  been  ser- 
vant to  his  particular  friend.  He  began 
in  a  sullen  tone,  as  follows : 

^^  I  did  not  think  as  how  it  would  have 
been  your  honour,  that  would  have  had 
the  heart  to  turn  so  against  me  at  last. 
Many  a  time  and  oft  have  I  heard  you, 
and  my  master,  Doctor  Sceptic,  say,  that 
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all  mankind  were  equal,  and  that  the  poor 
had  as  good  a  right  to  property  as  the 
rich.  You  said,  moreover,  that  they  were 
all  fools  that  would  not  make  the  most 
they  could  of  this  world,  seeing  as  how 
there  was  no  other ;  for  that  religion  was  all 
a  hum,  and  the  parson  a  rogue,  who  did  not 
himself  believe  a  word  of  it. — Nay,  the 
very  last  day  that  ever  I  attended  you  at 
dinner,  did  not  you  say,  again  and  again, 
that  kings,  princes,  and  prime  ministers, 
were  all  worise  than  pick-pockets  ?  And 
yet  now  you  would  go  for  to  hang  me, 
for  having  only  civilly  asked  a  few  gui- 
neas,  to  make  up  a  little  matter  of  loss  I 
had  had  in  the  lottery.  I  wonder  you*^ 
a  nt  ashamed  to  turn  s6  against  your  own. 
words."  "  No,  Timothy,'*  returned  the 
philosopher,  "my  opinions  are  not  so  easily 
oliahged.  No  man  ever  yet  convinced  me 
of  being  in  an  error.  You  have  only  to 
rpgret  your  having  lived  in  a  dark  age, 
when  vulgar  prejudices  so  far  prevail,  as 
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to  consider  laws  as  neeessflfy  to  the  well* 
being  of  society.— But  be^  comforted,  Timo-: 
thy !  The  age  of  reason  approaches.  That 
glorious  era  is  fast  advancing,  in  which 
every  man  shall  do  that  which  is  right  in 
his  own  eyes,  and  the  fear  of  the  gallows 
shall  have  as  little  influence  as  the  fear  of 

hell." 

.  "  Ah !  that  I  had  kept  to  my  good 
grandmother's  wholesome  doctrine  of  hell 
and  damnation!"  (exclaimed  the  poor 
wretch,  whom  the  Justice's  men  were 
now  dragging  back  to  prison) — "  I  should 
not  now -be  at  the  mercy  of  a  false  friend, 
who  laughed  me  out  of  the  fear  of  God— ^ 
and  now  leaves. me  to  the  mercy  of  the 
gallows !" — He  continued  to  speak,  but 
we  could  no  longer  hear.  He  was  drag^ 
ged  to  his  prison,  and  we,  having  made  our 
obeisance  to  the  JVf&gi&trate,  departed.  I 
have  been  enabled  thus  ciscumstantiaily^t^ 
detail  the  particulars  of  this  curious  con-^ 
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versation,  from  the  politeness  of  the  Ma^ 
gistrate's  nephew,  who  was  so  kind  as  t6 
furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  his  notes,  taken 
down  in  what  is  called  Short  Hand. 

It  is  possibly  that  much  of  it  may  ap« 
pear  to  you  unintelligible ;  but  be  not  dis# 
couraged.  How  should  our  unenlightened 
minds  expect  to  understand  the  language 
of  philosophers,  since,  from  all  I  can  learn, 
they  seldom  thoroughly  understand  them* 
selves? 

On  returning  to  the  inn,  I  found  the 
horses  in  waiting,  the  gentlemen's  were 
also  in  readiness,  and  we  proceeded  in 
company  to  Ardent*Hall.  My  reception 
from  the  Baronet  was  very  cordial.  That 
of  his  lady  was  most  frigidly  polite.  Her 
daughter  did  not  seem  to  remember  ever 
having  seen  me  before ;  but  the  elder  Miss 
Ardent  shook  me  by  the  hand»  with  a 
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degree  of  frankness,  as  masculine  as  her 
iinderstanding. 

The  conversation  of  the  evening  turned 
upon  the  same  topics  that  had  been  -dis* 
cussed  before  the  Magistrate ;  Mr  Axiom 
and  Mr  Puzzledorf  doing  little  more  than 
support  the  opinions  they  had  formerly 
advanced.  Sir  Caprice  Ardent  seemed,  in 
general,  disposed  to  agree  with  the  last 
speaker;  and  Doctor  Sceptic,  who  made 
one  of  the  party,  made  a  point  of  agreeing 
with  none. — Miss  Ardent  retired  to  write 
letters,  and  her  Ladyship  and  her  daughter 
remained  as  silent  as  did  the  friend  of 
Maandaara. 


O  SeEERit AAL ! — ^Wise  and  learned  Br4- 
min ! — May  thy  meek  and  generous  spirit 
pardon  the  presumption  of  my  ignorance, 
which,  refusing  to  confide  in  thy  e}q)eri« 
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ence,  persisted  in  cherishing  the  ill-feund^ 
ed  notion,  that  all  the  people  of  England 
were  Christians  i — ^With  all  humility,"  I 
now  retract  my  error ;  and  confess,  that 
of  the  many  religions  prevalent  iii  thia 
strange  country,  Christianity  (as  it  is  set 
forth  in  the  Shaster)  has  the  smallest  num- 
ber of  votaries ;  and,  according  to  the  ac- 
counts of  my  new  friend,  is  fast  journeying 
to  oblivion. 

Much  do  the  philosophers  exult,  in  ex* 
posing  the  weakness  and  wickedness  of  its 
authors.  These  artful  and  designing  men; 
who,  having  entered  into  a  combination  to- 
lead  the  most  virtuous  lives,  having  bound 
themselves  to  the  practice  of  fortitude  and 
forbearance,  meekness  and  magnanimity, 
piety  towards  God,  and  benevolence  to  all 
mankind,  weakly  and  foolishly  refused  to 
take  to  themselves  any  merit  for  their  con* 
duct ;.  and,  renouncing  all  worldly  honour^ 
and  interests,  resigned  themselves  to  per^ 
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secution,  painS)  tortures,  and  death,  in  sup-» 
port  of  the  truth  of  their  doctrines* 

All  this  appears  very  foolish  in  the  eyes 
of  the  philosophers;  who,  judging  of  others 
by  themselves,  pronounce  so  much  self** 
denial,  fortitude,  and  forbearance, .  to  be 
utterly  impossible.  The  God  of  the  Chris-* 
tians  appears,  in  their  eyes,  as  very  unrea-« 
sonable,  in  exacting  purity  of  heart,  and 
humility  from  his  votaries.  They  therefore 
think  it  is  doing  much  service  to  mankind, 
to  free  them  from  these  uneasy  restraints^ 
and  to  lead  them  to  the  worship  of  Dewtah 
that  are  not  quite  so  unreasonable* 

To  make  the  attempt,  is  all  that  is  neces** 
sary,  towards  obtaining  the  appellatioh  of 
Philosopher. 

On  examining  the  Cosha,"^  I  founds 
indeed,   that  the  word  Philosopher,   wa$ 

*  Dictioiiary. 
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said  to  signify,  ^^a  man  deep  in  kn€>w«^ 
ledge,  either  moral  or  natural" — but,  from 
my  own  experience,  I  can  pronounce  the 
definition  to  be  nugatory;  and  that  those 
who  usually  call  themselves  such,  are  men 
who,  without  much  knowledge,  either 
moral  or  natural,  entertain  a  high  idea  of 
their  own  superiority,  from  having  the  te- 
merity to  reject  whatever  has  the  sanction 
of  experience,  and  common  sense. 

The  Poojah  of  philosophers  is  perform- 
ed to  certain  idols,  called  Systems.  The 
faith  of  each  system  has  been  promulgated 
by  the  priest,  who  either  first  formed  the 
idol,  or  first  set  it  up  to  receive  the  Poo- 
jah of  the  credulous.  This  faith  is  re- 
ceived by  the  votary  of  tlie  system  with 
undoubting  coqfidence,  and  defended  with 
the  fervency  of  pious  zeal.  It  must  be 
confessed,  that  this  zeal  sometimes  carries 
the  philosophers  to  a  pitch  of  intolerance 
that  is  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  a  Hin- 
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doa  Never  did  the  most  bigoted  der- 
veish  *  of  the  Mussulmans,  betray  more 
abhorrence  at  the  sight  of  the  idols  of  the 
Pagoda,  than  is  evinced  by  the  worship-^ 
per  of  system  towards  a  Christian  ptiest ! 
And  yet,  so  far  are  the  latter  from  return- 
ing any  portion  of  this  ^  dislike,  that  the 
majority  of  them  are  very  careful  not  to 
offend  the  philosophers,  by  too  rigid  an 
adherence  to  the  precepts  of  that  Shaster, 
to  which  they  know  their  adversaries  have 
such  an  insuperable  antipathy*  . 

All  the  philosophers  now  at  Ardent* 
Hall,  perform  Poojah  to  different  systems ; 
and  seem  to  have  no  opinion  in  common, 
except  the  expectation  of  the  return  of 
Uie  Suttee  Jogue,  which  they  distinguish 
by  the-  name  of  The  Age  of  Reason. 

*  The  antifiaihy  of  the  Mussalman^  to  every  species 
of  idolatry^  b  still  the  occasion  of  frequent  disturbance 
to  the  Hindoos,  in  the  performance  of  the  superstitious 
ceremonies  of  their  religioD. 
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In  this  Bles^d  era  of  purity  and  per* 
fection,  it  is  believed  by  each  of  the  philo^ 
isophersy  that  the  worship  of  his  idol  shall 
be  established;  and  the  doctrines  of  his 
J)riest  be  the  faith  of  the  Vorld. 

''  Then/'  says  Mr  Puizledorf^  "  will  be 
evinced  the  dignity  of  man,"  for  this  is  the 
idol  to  which- Mr  Puzzledorf  professes  the 
performance  of  Poojah.  You  are,  perhaps^ 
curious  to  know  in  what  this  dignity  con-* 
sists  ?  Know,  then,  that  it  appears,  from 
the  researches  of  the  priest  of  Mr  Puzzle- 
dorf—that  some  difference,  in  point  of  or- 
ganization, doth  actually  ,  exist  between 
him  and  a  bamboo,  or  a  bramble-bush  :  no 
brain  having  as  yet  been  discovered  in  any 
of  the  vegetable  tribes.  Should  such  a 
discovery  crown  the  labours  of  some  fu- 
ture philosopher,  what  a  sad  stroke  will 
it  be  to  the  dignity  of  man  ?  He  will  then 
be  reduced  to  a  level,  not  only  with  the 
beasts  of  the  field,  but  with  the  very  trees 
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of  tl«  foiiest  f  The  sinularity  is  already 
too  .xxHispicuous.  Like'  them,  he  is  doom*' 
ed  slowly  to  advance  to  maturity;  short* 
ly  to  flourish,  and  quickly  to  decay.  Like 
ihem  too,  ^ccoitling  to  the  faith  of  Mr 
Pu22l^dorf,  he  is  doomed  to  moulder  into 
dust,  from  which  there  is  no  hopes  of 
resuscitation,  no  prdspect  of  revival  !-r^ 
Such,  in  the  eyes  of  the  adherents  of  this 
system,  is  the  vaunted  dignity  of  man  ! 

The  idol  of  Mr  Axiom,  is  the  little  sta* 
Jtnina  at  the  top  of  the  noser  This,  he  de-^ 
plares  to  be  imperishable,  and  that  it  must 
of  necessity  exist  to  all  eternity. — ^To  the 
ftith  of  Mr  Axiom,  Mr  Puzzlcdorf  opposes 
an  argument,  that  is  frequently  made  use 
of  by  the  bigoted  of  all  sects,  against  the 
opinions  of  their  adversaries  :-^viz.  That  it 
is  nonsense.  He  says,  moreover,  that  in  th^ 
age  of  reason  it  will  incontestably  appear, 
that  every  particle  is  alike  liable  to  the  de* 
composition  which  these  poor  bodies  of 
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oiir^s  must  undergo  is  the,  laboratory  of 
death,  who  b  too  good  a  chemist  to  suffer 
the  little  favourite  stamina  of  Mr  Axiom 
to  escape  him.  Both  philosophers  appeal 
for  the  truth  of  their  systems,  to  the  expe- 
riments of  Doctor  Severan.  Alas !  little 
does  the  good  Doctor  think,  that  the  ex« 
istence  of  a  future  statfs  d^ends  upon  the 
management  of  his  crucible ! 

I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the 
name  of  the  system,  to  which  Doctor 
Sceptic  pays  his  vows ;  the  only  thing  I 
have  ever  heard  him  attempt  to  prove,  i% 
that  nothing  ever  was,  will,  or  can  be 
proved  :  all  religions  being,  in  his  opinion, 
equally  false,  ridiculous,  and  absurd*  .  But, 
though  he  performs  ilot  Poojah  to  the  idols 
of  any  of  his  brdther  philosophers,  it  is 
the  religion  of  Christianity,  against  which 
the  arrows  of  his  sarcasm  are  chiefly  point- 
ed. When  an  opportunity  occurs  of  vent- 
ing the  overflowings  of  his  zeal,  in  a  sneer 
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9t  any  of  the  opinions  or  practices  of  the 
Christians,  his  rigid  features  relax  into  a 
^mile  of  triumph,  which,  for  a  moment, 
dispels  from  his  countenance  the  gloom  of 
discontent.     It  seems  to  have  been  the 
f  ndelVour  of  his  life,  to  eradicate  from  his 
bosom  those  social  feelings  and  affections, 
which  form  so  great  a  part  of  the  felicity 
of  common  mortals.    A  stranger  to  the 
animating  glow  of  friendship,  and  the  ten- 
der confidence  of  esteem ;  he  considers  all 
attachments  as  a  proof  of  weakness — into 
which,  if  he  has  ever  in  any  degree  relax* 
i^,  it  is  in  favour  of  a  nephew,  a  hopeful 
youth,  whom  he  piques  himself  upon  hav* 
ing  freed  from  the  prejudices  he  had  con*, 
tracted  from  a  pious  father,  at  whose  piety, 
and  whose  prejudices,  the  young  man  now 
laughs  in  a  very  becoming  manner ! 

The   idol  to  whose  service  this  young 
man  hath  devoted  himself,  is  called  Athe- 

VOL.  II.  o 
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ism.  From  all  that  I  have  been  able  to 
learii,  Atheism  is  an  infernal  deity,  who 
demands  of  his  votaries  such  cruel  sacrr- 
fices — that  every  one  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  this  faith,  must  make  a  so- 
lemn  and   absolute   renunciation    of  the 
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use  of  his  senses— shut  his  eyes  upon  the 
fair  volume  of  nature^-rand  deny  to  his 
heart  the  pleasurable  emotions  of  admini- 
tion  and  gratitude ! 

Such  are  the  sacrifices  required  by  this 
idol,  even  from  its  speculative  votaries. 
The  zeal  of  its  practical  proselytes  carries 
them  still  farther. — I  am  told,  that  the 
female  converts  seldom  fail  to  make  an 
offering  to  Atheiism  of  their  peace,  purity, 
and  good  fame ;  and  that  of  its  worshippers, 
among  the  lower  orders  of.  men,  numbers 
every  year  suffer  martyrdom,  at  a  place 
called  Newgate ;  which  I  suppose  to  be  a 
temple  dedicated  to  this  superstition. 
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What    arc    the    posthumous    honours, 
which   the  martyrs   of  Atheism   receive  • 
from  their  brethren,  the  philosophers,   I' 
have  not  been  able  to  discover,  as  it  is  a 
subject  on  which  the   philosophers    mo-- 
destly  decline  to  expatiate^ 

From  the  conversations  that  I  have 
overheard,  between  the  nephew  of  Doctor 
Sceptic,  and  Mr  Vapour,  who  is  one  of 
the  most  renowned  teachers  of  this  faith ; 
I  find, '  that  its  adherents  perform  Poojah 
to  certain  inferior  Dewtah,  called  Exist- 
ing, or  External,  circumstances,  energies^ 
and  powers,  of  whom  I  am  not  yet  suffi- 
ciently prepared  to  speak. 

Mr  Vapour  is  particularly  tenacious  of 
his  faith,  which  is,  indeed,  of  a  very  extra-' 
ordinary  nature.  Rejecting  all  the  receiv-^ 
ed  opinions  that  have  hitherto  prevailed 
in  the  world,  and  utterly  discrediting  the 
circumstances  upon  which  they  have  been  ^ 
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founded;  he  reserves  his  whole  stock  of 
credulity  for  futurity.  Here  his  faith  is 
so  strong,  as  to  bound  over  the  barriers  of 
probability,  to  unite  all  that  is  discordant 
in  nature,  and  to  believe  in  things  impos- 
4sible. 

The  age  of  reason  is  thought,  by  Mr 
Vapour,  to  be  very  near  at  hand.  Nothing, 
he  says,  is  so  easy,  as  to  bring  it  about 
iminediately.  It. is  only  to  persuade  the 
people  in  power  to  resign  its  exercise ; 
the  rich  to  part  with  their  property ;  and, 
with  one  consent,  to  abolish  all  laws,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  governm^it :  **  Then/* 
says  this  credulous  philosopher,  ^^  shall  we 
see  the  perfection  of  virtue  V  Not  such 
virtue,  it  is  true,  as  has  heretofore  passed 
current  in  the  world.  Benevolence  will 
not  then  be  heard  of;  gratitude  will  be 
considered  as  a  crime,  and  punished  with 
the  contempt  it  so  Justly  deserves.  Filial 
affection  would^  no  doubt,  be  treated  as  a 
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crime  of  a  still  deeper  dye,  but  that  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  such  a  breach  of 
virtue,  no  man^  in  the  age  of  reason,  shall 
be  able  to  guess  who  his  farther  is ;  nor  any 
woman  to  say  to  her  husband,  behold  your 
son  !  Chastity  shall  then  be  considered  as 
a  weslkness,  and  the  virtue  of  a  female  esti- 
mated according  as  she  has  had  sufficient 
energy  to  break  its  mean  restraints.  "  To 
what  sublime  heights,"  exclaims  this  sa- 
pient philosopher,  "  may  we  not  expect 
that  virtue  will  then  be  seen  to  soar  !^-By 
destroying  the  domestic  affections,  what 
an  addition  will  be  made  to  human  happi- 
ness 1  and  when  man  is  no  longer  corrupt- 
ed by  the  tender  and  endearing  ties  of 
brother,  sister,  wife,  and  child,  how  great- 
ly will  his  dispositions  be  meliorated  f  The 
fear  of  punishment  too,  that  ignoble  bon- 
dage, which,  at  present,  restrains  the  ener- 
gies of  so  many  great  men,  will  no  longer 
damp  the  noble  ardour  of  the  daring  rob- 
ber, or  the  midnight  thief.     Nor  will  any 
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man  then  be  degraded  by  working  for 
another.  The  divine  energies  of  the  soul 
will  not  then  be  .stifled  by  labouring  for 
support  What  is  necessary,  every  indivi- 
dual may,  without  difficulty,  do  for  himself. 
Every  man  shall  then  till  his  own  field, 
and  cultivate  his  own  garden/' — '^^  And 
pray  how  are  the  ladies  to  be  clothed  in 
the  age  -of  reason  ?"  asked  Miss  Ardent. — 
"  Any  lady,"  replied  the  philosopher, 
*^  who  chooses  to  wear  clothes,  which,  in 
this  cold  climate,  may  by  some  be  consi- 
dered as  a  matter  of  necessity,  must  herself 
pluck  the  wool  from  the  back  of  the  sheep^ 
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and  spin  it  on  a  distaff  of  her  own  mak- 
ing." "  jBut  she  cannot  weave  it,"  rejoin- 
ed Miss  Ardent,  "  without  a  loom ;  a  loom 
cannot  well  be  made  without  iron  tools, 
and  iron  tools  can.  have  no  existence 
without  the  aggregated  labours  of  many 
individuals."  "  True,"  returned  Mr  Va- 
pour ;  "  and  it  is  therefore  probable,  that 
in  the  glorious  era  I  speak  of,  men  will 
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agaia  have  recourse  to  the  skins  of  beasts 
for  covering;  and  these  will  be  procured 
according  to  the  strength  and  capacity  of 
the  individual.  A  summer's  dress,  may  be 
made  of  the  skins  of  mice,  and  such  ani- 
mals; while  those  of  sheep,  hares,  horses, 
dogs,  &c.  may  be  worn  in  winter.  Such 
things  may,  for  a  time,  take  place.  But 
as  the  human  mind  advances  to  that  per- 
fection,  at  which,  when  deprived  of  reli- 
gion, lawflj  and  government,  it  is  destined 
to  arrive,  men  will,  no  doubt,  possess  suffi-- 
cient  energy  J  to  resist  the  effects  of  cold ; 
and  to  exist,  not  only  without  clothing, 
but  without  food  also.  *When  reason  i« 
thus  far  advanced,  an  effort  of  the  mind 
will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  approach 
of  disease,  and  stop  the  progress  of  decay. 
People  will  not  then  be  so  foolish  as  to 
die-" 

"  I  can  believe,  that  in  the  age  of  reason 
women  woii't  be  troubled  with  the  va- 
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pours,"  replied  Miss  Ardent,  "  but,  that 
they  should  be  able  to  live  without  food 
and  clothing)  is  another  afFair."  "  Women  T 
ret)eated  Mr  Vapour,  with  a  contemptuous 
stnile;  ^'  We  shall  not  then  be  troubled 
with  women.  In  the  age  of  reason,  the 
world  shall  contain  only  a  race  of  men ! !  ** 

Nothing  could  be  more  repugnant  to  the 
opinions  of  Miss  Ardent,  than  this  assert- 
tion. — ^This  worthy  daughter  of  Serraswatti 
i$  firmly  persuaded,  that>  in  the  age  of  rea^ 
son,  a  very  difierent  doctrine  will  be  esta- 
blished. It  is  .her  opinion,  that  the  per- 
fection of  the  female  understanding  will 
then  be  universally  acknowledged. 

She  pants  for  that  blessed  period,  when 
the  eyes  of  men  shall  no  longer  be  attract- 
ed by  the  charms  of  youth  and  beauty ; 
when  mind,  and  mind  alone,  shall  be 
thought  worthy  the  attention  of  a  philoso- 
jAer. 
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In  thftt  wished-fof  era^  the  talents  of 
women^  she  says,  shall  hot  be  debased  by , 
household  drudgery,  or  their  noble  spirits 
broken  by  base  submission  to  usurped 
authority.  The  reins  will  then  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  MTisdom ;  and  as  women  will, 
in  the  age  of  reason,  probably  be  found  to 
Mve  the  largest  share,  it  is  they  who  will 
then  drive  the  chariot  of  state,  and  guide 
the  steeds  of  war  1 

Mr  Axiom,  whoto  deference  to  the 
Opinions  of  Miss  Ardent  is  implicit  and 

"unvariable^  perfectly  coinddes  in  her  opi- 
nion.-^" Who^'*  said  he>  the  other  evening 
in  discoursing  upon  this  subject;  "  who 
would  look  for  mind,  in  the  insipid  fea- 
tures of  a  girl  ?  It  is  when  the  countenance 
has  acquired  a  character,  which  it  never 

,  can  do  under  the  period  of  forty,  that  it 
becomes  an  object  of  admiration,  to  a  man 
of  sense.  Ah !  how  different  is  the  senti- 
ment which  it  then  mspires  !"  The  tender 


^18 

sigh,  which  was  heaved  by  Mr  Axiom  at 
the  conclusion  of  this  sentence,  in  vibrat- 
ing on  the  ears  of  Miss  Ardent,  seemed^  to 
j^oui^  some  pleasant  unison,  that  over- 
spread her  countenance  with  a  smile.  You, 
my  friend,  will,  I  doubt  not,  smile  also,  at 
hearing  of  these  glad  tidings  for  grand- 
mothers ;  and  divert  yourself  with  think- 
ing, when  this  empire  of  reason  shall  be 
extended  to  the  regions  of  the  East,  what 
curious  revolutions  it  will  make  in  the 
zenanas  of  Hindoostan! — May  the  Gods 
of  our  fathers  preserve  thee  from  the 
spirits  of  the  deep — and  the  systems  of 
philosophers !— What  can  I  say  more  ? 
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LETTER  XVI. 

May  He,  who  at  all  times  claims  pre- 
ference in  adoration,  preserve  thee ! 

I 

The  day  after  that  in  which  I  last  took 
up  the  reed  of  instruction,  some  strangers 
arrived  at  Ardent-^Hall,  who  had  come  into 
the  country  on  purpose  to  see  a  celebrated 
water-fall — on  whose  beauties  they  pour- 
ed out  jsuch  encomiums,  as  kindled  the 
flame  of  curiosity  in  my  bosom. 

I  no  sooner  expressed  my  desire  of  visit- 
ing this  scene  of  wonders,  than  Sir  Caprice, 
with  great  politeness,  ordered  the  chief 
officer  of  his  household  to  attend  me  thither. 
— It  was  natural  to  expect,  that  some  of 
the  philosophers  might  have  felt  an  incli- 
nation to  view  a  scene,  to  the  description 
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of  which,  it  appeared,  they  were  no  stran- 
gers, — But,  alas !  to  the  worshipper  of 
systems,  the  fair  face  of  nature  has  no 
charms ! — In  vain,  for  him,  does  the  ap- 
pearance of  Arjoon  tinge  the  cheeks  of 
the  cup-bearers  of  the  sky,"*  with  the  crim-' 
son  blush  of  gladness !  In  vain,  for  him, 
do  the  robes  ^f  the  seasons,  wove  in  the 
cbaageful  kxnas  of  nature,  present  the 
ceaseless  charms  of  variety !  In  vain,  for 
him,  smiles  the  soft  beauties  of  the  bloom- 
hig  valley,  when  the  linnet,  sitting  on  his 
rose-bush,  stngs  forth  the  praises  of  the 
spring  !  And  equally  in  vain  for  him,  dotb 
nature  expose  to  view  the  terrors  of  her 
wonder-working  arm,  in  the  scenes  of 
sublimity  and  grandeur !  In  all  the  beau- 
ties of  creation^  a  philosophy  sees  nothing 
beautiful,  but  the  system  which  he  wor- 
ships ! 

*  An  appdtalioii  for  tbe  Ckmdi,  irkich  frequently 
occurs  in  Asiatic  BoieU:y. 
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Happily  for  me,  Mr  Trueman,  the  stew- 
ard of  $ir  Caprice,  was  a  stranger  to  sys- 
tems; but  had  cultivated  so  much  taste 
for  the  beauties  of  the  rural  landscape,  as 
enabled  him  to  point  out  to  my  observation 
a  thousand  charms,  which  might  otherwise 
have  escaped  my  notice.  Nor  was  this 
the  only  beneiit  I  derived  from  his  society* 
From  his  plain  good  sense,  I  received 
more  real  and  useful  information,  in  our 
ride  of  four  hours,  than  I  had  gained  in 
nearly  as  many  weeks,  in  the  company  of 

the  philosophers. 

» 

.  For,  the  distance  of  many  miles  round 
Arde^trHall,  the  country  is  irregular  and 
undulating.  It  abounds  in  tr^s,  which, 
though  they  boast  not  the  height  of  the 
Mango,  or  the  vast  circumference  of  the 
Banyan,  are  neither  destitute  of  grandeur, 
nor  of  beauty.  These  are  not  clumped 
together  in  solemn  groves,  or  gloomy 
jungles ;  but  are  so  pl,anted^  as  to  surround 
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the  small  fields  into  which  the  country  is 
divided ;  each  of  which  small  enclosures, 
now  fraught  with  the  riches  of  the  yellow 
harvest,  appears  like  a  "  topaz  in  a  setting 
of  emeralds."  The  cheerful  aspect  of  the 
peasants,  busily  employed  in  cuttin,g  down 
the  grain,  while  their .  fancies  seemed  to 
revel  in  the  scene  of  plenty,  excited  the 
most  pleasurable  emotions  in  my  heart; 
for  who  but  a  philosopher  can  "  breathe 
the  air  of  hilarity,  and  not  partake  of  the 
intoxication  of  delight  ?"  * 

The  scene,  however,  soon  changed:  an 
extensive  plain  opened  before  us,  where 
no  yellow  harvest  waved  its  golden  bead 
— where  no  tall  trees  afforded  shelter  to 
the  traveller — all  was  waste  and  barren. 
Upon  inquiring  of  my  intelligent  compa- 

*  In  several  passages  of  this  Letter^  the  Rajah  seems 
to  have  adopted  the  imagery  of  the  Persian  Poet  InatuUa, 
of  Delhi — with  whose  writings  he  was,  doubtless,  well 
acquainted. 
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nion,  the  reason  of  this  wonderful  change, 
he  could  only  inform  me,  that  this  was 
caUed  a  Common,  and  that  it  could  hot  be 
cultivated,  without  a  solemn  act  of  the 
Legislature.  I  now  perceived,  that  it  was 
from  reasons  of  state,  that  these  great 
portions  of  land  (for  Commons  occur  very 
frequently  in  England)  were  suffered  to 
remain  desolate ;  but  in  vain  did  I  endea- 
-your  to  discover  the  motives,  which  could 
induce  the  government  to  lay  this  restraint 
on  cultivation. 

As  geese  appeared  to  have  here  an  ex- 
clusive right  of  pasturage,  I  was  inclined 
to  think,  that  they  might,  perhaps,  be  the 
objects  of  superstitious  veneration  to  the 
English  court ;  but,  on  applying  to  my- 
guide,  I  found  that  geese  were  not  of  the 
number  of  protected  animals ;  and  that  far 
from  being  honoured  in  the  manner  of 
those  that  are  called  Game,  the  murder  of 
a  goose  might  be  performed,  without  cere- 
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mony,  by  the  most  ignoble  hands.  Per- 
haps, thought  I>  it  is  from  the  benevolent 
regard  of  the. minister  towards  the  old 
women,  who  keep  these  noisy  flocks ;  but, 
alas  !  a  little  reflection  convinced  me,  that 
the  age  of  reason .  is  not  yet  sufficiently 

« 

established,  to  countenance  the  supposition. 
It  must,  then,  be  from  the  pious  apprehen- 
sion of  endangering  the  virtue  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  an  overflow  of  plenty. — If  this  be 
really  the  case^  it  must  be  confessed,  that 
a  more  effectual  method  could  not  be  taken 
to  bring  about  the  desired  end. 

Having  passed  the  conqmon,  we  entered 
i»to  a  deep  and  narrow  valley,  over-hung 
with  frowning  rocks;  these  seemed  fre- 
quently to  close  upon  us„  and  sternly  to 
deny  all  access  to  the  interior  scene.  A 
^iiver  stream,  which  alternately  kissed  the 
feet  of  the  precipices  on  each  side,  en- 
couraged us  to  proceed,  and  gently  con- 
ducted us  to  the  furthennbst  ^nd  of  the 


£25 


valley.  It  was  here,  that  the  glories  of 
the  cataract  burst  upon  our  senses. — But 
how  shall  my  feeble  pen  do  justice  to  such 
a  scene  ?  Can  I,  by  description,  stun  the 
ears  of  Maandaara,  with  the  thunder  of  the 
falling  waters  ;  or  present  to  his  imagina- 
tion, the  grotesque  figures  of  the  rocks, 
surrounding  the  magnificent  bason  into 
which  they  fell  ?  Can  I  bring  terror  to  his 
bosom,  by  the  mention  of  the  over-jutting 
crags,  which,  on  one  side,  topped  the  pre- 
.  cipice ;  or  produce  in  his  mind  the  sensa- 
tion of  delight,  by  a  minute  description  of 
the  various  trees  and  shrubs,  whose  thick 
foliage  ornamented  the  opposite  bank  ? — 
Ah  no !  The  task  is  impossible ;  or  pos- 
sible only  to  the  magic  pen  of  poetry. 
By  Zaarmi]la,  it  must  be  passed  over  in 
silence!     » 

We  returned  to  Ardent-Hall,  as  the 
chariot  of  Surraya  was  sinking  behind  the 
distant  hills.     On  approaching  the  house, 

VOL.  II.  p 
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we  beheld  a  scene  of  extraordinary  oom- 
motion.  All  was  hurry  and  confa$ion.— »- 
Men  and  boys^  household  servants  and 
labourers,  all  seemed  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit of  some  invisible  object.  At  one  part 
of  the  lawn  we  beheld  Doctor  Sceptic  and 
Mr  Puzzledorf,  cautiously  stepping  along, 
and  carefully  peeping  into  every  bush 
they  passed ;  at  another  place,  we  saw 
Sir  Caprice,  attended  by  the  rest  of  th^ 
philosophers,  Carrying  a  large  net — which, 
with  much  care,  they  softly  spread  upon  a 
hedge,  and  then  began  to  beat  the  roots  of 
the  shrubs  that  composed  it,  in  the  most 
furious  manner. 

"  What  is  the  matter?"  cried  my  com- 
panion, to  a  lad  who  was  running  past  us* 
"  What  is  the  occasion  of  all  this  bustle  ? 
What,  in  the  name  of  goodness,  are  you  all 
about?''  Catching  sparrows,  sir,"  returned 
the  lad,  in  breathless  hurry.  **  Catching 
sparrows!"    repeated    the  good   steward. 
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'^  Philosophers,  catching  sparrows  !  That 
is  doing  some  good  with  their  learning,  in*- 
deed  !— If  they  had  begun  to  do  this  work 
sooner,  the  earlj  com  in  the  South*  field 
would  have  been  the  better  for  it  1" 

As  my  mind  has  not  yet  been  sufficiently 
contaminated  by  the  practices  of  Chris- 
tians, to  take  pleasure  in  beholding  misery 
inflicted  upon  any  part  of  the  animated 
creation,  i  hastened  from  this  cruel  scenie^ 
and  took  refuge  in  my  own  apartment. 
After  some  time  spent  in  meditating  oii 
the  cruel  dispositions  of  Europeans,  and  in 
performing  Poojah  to  the  benignant  Den&- 
tah  of  our  fathers,  I  descended,  to  pay  my 
respects  to  Miss  Ardent,  whose  voice  I 
heard  in  the  hall.  ^^  How  happy  it  is, 
that  you  have  returned  bo-night  1"  ex* 
claimed  she,  on  perceiving  me.  ^^  You 
have  come  in  time  to  assist  at  the  most 
wonderful  of  all  discoveries!  What  will 
your  friends  in  India  think,  when  you  tell 
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them,  that  sparrows  may  be  changed  into 
honey-bees  ?" 


"  It  is  a  subject,  on  which  none  of  my 
friends  could  possibly  entertain  a  doubt," 
returned  I ;  "  the  transmigration  of  soul, 
from  body  to  body,,  is  evidently  necessary 
for  its  purification. — It  is  the  doctrine  of 
the  Vedas — and  its  authority  is  unques* 
tionable."  "  But  the  change  I  speak  of  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  doctrine  of  trans* 
migration,"  rejoined  Miss  Ardent  "  Our 
sparrows  are  still  to  continue  good  and  real 
sparrows:  it  is  only  their  instincts  that 
are  to  undergo  a  change,  from  the  power 
.  of  external  circumstances.  So  young  Scep^ 
tic  declared  this  morning  at  breakfast,  and 
my  brother,  whose  imagination  takes  fire 
at  every  new  idea,  declared  instantly,  that 
the  experiment  should  be  made.  It  is 
true,"  continued  Miss  Ardent,  "  this  theory 
is  not  confined  to  sparrows — The  reasoning 
faculties,  of  which  we  poor  two-legged 
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animals  are  so  proud — and  the  various  in* 
stincts  which  mark  each  tribe  of  the  brute 
creation,  all  equally  originate  in  a  com- 
bination of.  external  circumstances.  And, 
according  to  the  arguments  of  the  yoimg 
philosopher,  I  see  no  reason,  why,  by  » 
proper  course  of  education,  a  monkey  may 
not  be  a  Minister  of  State,  or  a  goose 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England." 

Here  a  stop  was  put  to  our  conversation, 
by  the  entrance  of  the  gentlemen,  each  of 
whom  was  so  full  of  his  deeds  of  prowess, 
in  the  engagement  with  the  sparrows,  that 
he  could  talk  of  nothing  else.  One  hun- 
dred  sparrows  M'^ere  already  taken  pri- 
soners ; — but  as  this  was  only  one-third  of 
the  number  declared  necessary  to  form  a 
hive,  a  reward  was  offered  by  the  Baronet 
for  each  live  sparrow  that  should  be 
brought  to  the  Hall  in  the  course  of  the 
succeeding  day : — a  measure  which  was 
crowned  with  such  success,  that,  before 
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sun-set   OQ   the    following   evening,    the 
number  wask  declared  complete. 

Another  tedious  day  elapsed,  before  the 
hut  destined  far  their  future  residence 
eould  be  finished ;  this  was  macfe  exactly 
after  the  model  of  those  of  the  domestic 
bees,  which,  in  this  country,  are  Imilt  of 
straw,  made  into  small  bundles,  and  bound 
together  by  the  fibres  of  an  aquatic  plant. 
This  hut,  or  hive,  as  it  is  called,  bore  the 
same  proportion  to  its  model,  as  the  size  of 
a  sparrow  does  to  that  of  a  bee;  it  was 
furnished  with  cross  sticks  for  the  support 
of  the  combs ;  and  that  the  sparrows  might 
have  no  apology  for  not  beginning  immc- 
diately  to  work,  great  care  was  taken  that 
no  convenience  usi^ally  afforded  to  the 
bees,  should  be  wanting. — After  undergo-  ' 
ing  a  careful  examination  by  the  philoso- 
phers, this  huge  sparrow-hive  was  placed 
upon  a  platform,  that  had  been  reared 
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Ibr  its  reception ;  and  the  sparrows  having 
been  brought  in  baskets  to  the  spot,  Sir 
Caprice  Ardent,  in  presence  of  all  the  phi* 
losophers,  with  his  own  hand,  pair  by  pair, 
deposited  them  in  their  new  abode.  The 
apparent  satisfaction  with  which  they  en- 
tered their  hire,  gave  such  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  power  of  external  circum- 
stances, as  already  rendered  Sir  Caprice  a 
complete  convert  to  the  system.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  ceremony,  be  cordially 
shook  hands  with  the  young  philosopher, 
and  requesting  the  rest  of  the  party  would 
excuse  him  for  the  evening,  he  retired 
tQ  his  study,  to  begin  a  journiil  of  these 
important  proceedings,  with  which  he  in- 
tended to  illuminate  the  world. 

» 

At  the  first  indication  of  the  dawn  of 
morning,  I  went,  as  is  my  constant  prac- 
tice, to  the  river  side,  and  after  the  per- 
formance of  the  accostomary  Poojah,  and 
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having  bathed  in  the  refreshing  stream^  I 
strolled  into  that  part  of  the  garden  where 
the  honey-hiaking  sparrows  were  placed. 

It  was  at  an  hour  when  my  meditations 
have  here  never  been  disturbed  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  fellow  mortal.  Judge  then 
of  my  surprise,  at  beholding  the  Baronet, 
who,  'wrapped  in  his  night-robes^  stood  at 
thie  side  of  the  newly  erected  hut,  listen- 
ing with  eager  ears,  to  catch  the  first 
sound  that  should  emanate  from  its  pre-* 
cincts :  On  perceiving  me  he  made  the 
signal  of  silence,  and  then  beckoning  me 
to  approach — inquired,  in  a  soft  whisper, 
whether  I  did  not  hear  the  sparrows  hum? 
1  told  him  that  I  did  indeed  hear  a  humr- 
ing  noise;  but  believed  that  it  proceeded 
from  a  solitary  bee,  which  was  hovering 
over  the  adjoining  shrubs.  Chagrined  at 
my  discovery,  the  Baronet  turned  from  me 
in  displeasure,  and  went  into  the  house. 
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Many  were  the  visits,  which,  in  the 
course  of  this  day,  were  made  to  the  new 
hive.  It  was  soon  discovered,  that  the 
sparrows  had  been  so  far  impelled, by  the 
pressure  of  existing  circumstances,  as  to  go 
abroad  in  tlie  morning,  in  quest  of  neces- 
sary food ;  and  it  was  hoped  by  the  philo-^ 
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sophers,  that,  as  is  the  custom  of  bees, 
they  would  return  before  the  decline  of 
d^y  to  deposit  their  yellow  spoils-  -Buty 
alas !  fallacious  is  the  hope  of  mortals ! 
The  shades  of  evening  arrived,  and  night 
succeeded,  spreading  her  dark  mantle  over 
the  face  of  nature,  but  not  a  sparrow  ap- 
peared ! 

Miss  Ardent,  whose  knowledge  extends* 
to  all  the  particulars  of  rural  economy,  on 
perceiving  the  viexation  of  her  brother, 
suggested  the  idea  that  the  sparrows  hadr 
probably  swarmed  on  some  tree  in  the 
neighbourhood,  where  they  might  remain 
in  safety  till  the  following  day ;    "  and 
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then/*  continued  ahe,  "  if  they  shew  any 
inclination  to  fly  off,  they  may  easily  be 
fixed,  by  beating  the  frying-pans,  as  they 
do  to  a  swarm  of  bees.'' 

This  hint  from  Miss  Ardent  re-kindled 
the  expiring  flame  of  hope  in  the  breasts  of 
the  philosophers. — Next  morning,  which 
proved  a  very  rainy  one,  word  was  brought 
that  a  number  of  the  fugitives  were  seen 
in  a  hawthorn  tree,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
lawn  : — thither  the  philosophers  instantly 
repaired,  each  armed  with  some  culinary 
instrument,  which,  as  soon  as  they  reached 
the  place,  they  began  to  beat,  in  such  a 
manner  as  might  have  rescued  the  moon 
from  the  jaws  of  the  Crocodile !  * 

Lost  was  the  labour  of  the  philosophers^ 
who,  in  this  instance,  exerted  their  talents 


*  AUuduig  to  a  8«ipcrstitioii9  notion  |ire?akiit  ia  the 
East. 
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in  vain  !  Instead  of  gathering  together  in 
a  cluster,  as  was  expected,  no  sooner  did 
the  discordant  sounds  from  the  instru- 
ments  of  the  philosophers  reach  the  hear* 
ing  of  the  sparrows^  than  away  they  flew 
to  another  tree.  Thither  they  were  again 
pursued,  but  still  the  more  noise  that  was 
made,  the  less  did  the  sparrows  seem  in- 
clined to  listen.  The  master  of  the  bees 
declared,  that  he  had  never  seen  a  swarm 
so  unmanageable ! 

Wet,  and  wearied.  Sir  Caprice  and  his 
learned  guests  at  length  returned  into 
the  house.  Miss  Ardent  and  Mr  Axiom 
thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  laugh 
at  the  system  of  the  young  philosopher  ; 
who,  on  his  part,  defended  the  infallibility 
of  his  idol,  by  declaring,  that  the  ex  peri- 
ment  had  not  been  fully  made : — that  the 
habits  of  old  sparrows  were  not  easily  con- 
quered; but  that  young  ones,  or  young 
Virds  of  any  kind,  he  was  still  convinced. 
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if  taken  before  their  habits  were  suffi- 
ciently formed,-  would  be  found  to  obey 
the  necessity  of  existing  circumstances, 
exactly  as  did  the  little  usefar  insects,  of 
whose  instinctive  sagacity  ignorance  had 
said  so  much. 

The  hint  was  not  lost  upon  the  Baronet. 
A  reward  for  nestlings,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, was  again  offered  ;  and  again  attend* 
ed  with  the  wished-for  success. — ^Ah  !  how 
many  loving  pairs  among  the  feathered 
tribes,  were,  for  the  sake  of  this  experi- 
ment, bereft  of  their  infant  families  !  The 
groves  resounded  with  the  plaints  of  woe ! 
But  little  pain  did  the  sorrows  of  the 
mourners  give  to  the.  heart  of  the  young 
systemist.  By  his  advice,  the  little  birds, 
after  having  had  their  bills  rubbed  with 
honey,  were  shut  up  in  the  hive,  with  a 
portion  of  the  same  sweet  food^  for  their 
subsistence. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  which 
wa3  the  condlusion  of  their  destined  term 
of  probation,  the  entrance  to  the  hive  was 
opened,  but  not  a  bird  came  forth ;  every 
method  was  taken  to  entice  them  abroad—? 
but  in  vain.  At  length,  by  the  assistance 
of  the  servants,  their  habitation  was  so  far 
raised)  as  to  enable  the  philosophers  ta 
take  a  peep  within.  Sight  of  horrors! 
and  smell  still  worse  than  the  sight ! — The 
lifeless  corses  of  the  three  hundred  half- 
fledged  nestlings  lay  at  the  bottom  of 
their  hive,  in  a  promiscuous  heap. — "  They 
have  effectually  swarmed  at  last !"  said  Mr 
Axiom. — Neither  the  Baronet,  nor  the 
young  philosopher,  staid  to  make  any 
remark ;  but  every  one  putting  his  fingers 
to  his  nose,  impelled  by  the  necessity  of 
existing  circumstances^  hurried  from  the 
dismal  scene. 

Such,  Maandaara,  are  the  illusive  phan- 
toms which  the  all-pervading  Spirit,  the 
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lovereign  Maya,  presents  to  the  perception 
of  mets^hysical  philosophers! 

May  Ganesa,  averting  calamity,  pre* 
serve  to  thee  the  ase  of  thy  senses  \  And 
may  the  Poojah  performed  for  thy  friend, 
by  the  holy  Bramins  of  Almora,  preserve 
his  mind  from  the  contamination  of  sys- 
tems !     What  can  I  say  more  ? 
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LETTER  XVIL 


Mt  time,  for  these  two  past  days,  has 
been  occupied  in  a  manner,  that,  I  hope, 
will  give  pleasure  to  Maandaara* 

I  have  been  engaged  in  translating  for 
your  perusal,  the  greatest  part  of  a  very 
long  epistle,  with  which  Doctor  Severan 
has  had  the  goodness  to  favour  his  unwor- 
thy servant. 

According  to  previous  agreement,  I 
transmitted  to  him  all  that  I  had  written 
to  you  since  my  arrival  at  Ardent-Hall; 
intreating  him  to  favour  me  with  such 
strictures  upon  it,  as  he  thoughjt  might  be 
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necessary,  towards  giving  lyie  more  just 
ideas  upon  the  subjects  of  which  I  had 
treated. 

In  his  observations,  the  Doctor  does  not 
follow  me  through  the  particular  systems 
of  the  philosophers ;  but  speaks  in  general 
terms,  of  the  effects  produced  by  what  he 
calls  Scepticisip  ;  which,  according  to  the 
great  English  Cosha,  is  the  art  of  doubt-- 
ing.  But  you  shall  have  it  as  nearly  as  the 
different  idioms  of  the  two  languages  will 
permit,  in  his  own  wo^ds. After  open- 
ing his  letter  with  the  usual  exordium,  he. 
thus  proceeds : 

"  Knowing  the  ardour  with  which  you 
pursue  knowledge,  and  the  strong  inclina- 
tion* that  impels  you  to  investigate  the 
causes  of  the  different  phenomena  which 
present  themselves  to  your  observation,  I 
cheerfully  comply  with  your  request. 
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*'  The  histbry  of  fiterature  is  iiitimately 
connected  with  the  revolutions  of  empires; 
and  among  all  the  rude  stormsi  which  have 
assailed  it>  in  none  did  it  suffer  more,  than 
in  that  which  it  endured,  together  with 
the  government  of  ancient  Rome.'  -  LiteM* 
ture  was,  by  this  event,  effectually  driven 
from  those  countries  whWe  it  had  formerly 
fldurished ;  and,'  during  a  l6hg  Jieriod:  (em-^ 
phatiCally  distinguished '  by  our  historians, 
by  the  epithet  of  ddrk)  tearning  ^was  al- 
most completely  obliterated;!  In  this  era 
of  •  ignorknce,'  suptt-sthioii'  established  Kei: 
gloomy  reign !  ind  when^the'afttfention^'of 
men  was  oni^e  mbi^fe^  turned  to' literary  put^ 
suits,  the  objects-  tHey  hitf-'tb  '^^ifmotint 
were  new  and  nimierdUs,  aiid'^df  a  nature 
not  very  easily  to  be  subdued. 
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"Instead  ^f'thftt  free- cbmmttnication, 
vi^hioh  had  formerly  befen  ^  permitted  l6 
men,  theyweffe  noNv  fettered  by  thfe  t5^ran- 
nicial  edicts  of  kiligs  knd  p'itm  J>1lhe  ii^ 

VpL,  II.  Q 


^^,  ^n4  tFi}th  and  falsehood  wer^  qonfound- 
^  jWgethfir, 

\ 

t        •  ,  • 

"  The  er?ors  that  are  misced  wi|h  truth, 
an4  pi^pmulgat^  by  ai^thprity,  enlist  for 
^.  tupp  t^e  preju(lic§$  of  mankind  m  tl^eir 
fi^vour;  butiiy^hisn)  ffpn>  the  .det^c|ipii  of 

fryor,  ^hpse  prpJM^ifiW  *r^  tawgbt  to  i»u- 
fiflyi  tb^y  diespr^  pofc  ooly  tbe  error,  but 
jbbe  truth  tp  whicl)  i^  ^^  ui^ited.  There 
if  ^  prop^nf  ity  ip.  %l[ip  huip^n  mind  to  rush 
fgpm  one  px^reine  \^  ^nptbfir,  aijd  thiw 
implicit  lielipf  is  sucpeeded  by  imivpr^ 
scepticism, 

:  "WbfireYer  tbe  miijd:hRs  been  bound 
by  tb?  fetters  of  ^uthprity ;  wberer^r  la- 
jquiry  h^  beeji  deemed  a  Cfiwe,  and  the 
fr^e  Hsc)  <^  reason  has  b^n  eoi^mned  as 
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impious;  ther^  shall  we  find  the  throne 
pf  superstition  usurped  by  enthusiasm,  or 
9o^tumed  by  infidelity^ 

."  Sit^  is  the  natural  progress  of  eventis. 
W^  vain  aad  presumptuous  mortals,  who, 
in .  the  short  span  of  our  limited  duration, 
fm  behold  but  one  of  the  oscillations  of 
tbj9  baJiailce,  are  too  apt  to  conclude,  that 
whichever,  scale  we  »  see ,  descend,  must 
tJhere  for  ever  rest  1  Cbuld  we  extend  the 
sphfre  of  our  observation^ » we  would,  I 
make  no  )doubt,  perceive  these  vibrations 
of  pulilic  opinion  at  length  fixed  bj  the 
iiQDiut<ible  law  of  t  jiuim ! 

'^  In  thii^  kingdom,  which  has  long  held 
freedom  of  investigation  as  one  Of  its  most 
g^rious  privileges,  conscientious  sceptics 
(if  I  way  ^&  call  them)  are  bu*  rare.  Oiir 
widest  leg)itlator$9  our  greatest  philosophers^ 
wiio$e  n^mes  are  the  boast  and  honour  of 
our  country,  were  all  fito  believers  in  the 
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truth  of  thit  revelation,  whose  doctriiied 
accord  with  all  ^that  sound  philosophy  has 
ever  taught.  The  only  species^  of  sbeptic^s 
in  which  we  abound,  are  men  of  shal- 
low understandingsy  and  cold  hearts  j  who, 
feeling  their  incapaicity  to  attract  attention 
by'  going  on '  in '  the  orAvn^xj  patbi  endea- 
vonr  to  gain  it  by  stating  bpiriibns'  which 
may  astonish  their  Jiearers,  and  acquire 
them  some  degree,  of  applawse,  for  their 
ingenuity  and  boldness.  It  may,  indeed, 
be.  observed,  of  this  class^  that  they  take 
special  "careMi&ver  to'  utter  their  oracles 
before  those  who  are  capable  of  entering 
into  argument  with  theim,   though   they 

deliver  themselves  with  dogmatical  assur- 

/       ■''.*■  •         •  »• 

ance  before  the  ignorant  and  illiterate. 

A 

"But  let  not  my  noble  friend  ima^n^ 
fr6m  this .  skrcount  of  scepticism,  or  from 
his  own  penetrating  observation  on  the 
conduct  of  the  gentlemen  at  Ardetit-Hall, 
that  metaphysical  inqftiry  is  without  its 


use< :  J  Such'. ;  ioquiry  expaads'  the  powers  of 
the,  human  mind,  eokrgas  the^  undemtwd-; 
ing, ;  apd^  .by  piaoing  the  science  of  morals 
on  a  true  foundation,  tends  to  increase  the 
happiness  of  society, 

^^  Wpuld  its  profeaisors  pursue '  the  same 
plan  of  investigation  that  has  been  so  suc- 
cessfully adopted  by  natural  philbsopbers, 
that:  of  first  'making  themselves  well  a^t 
quainted.with  facts,  and  thoroughly  inv^es^^ 
tigating  them,  before  they  draw; concli*-? 
sions^  they  would,  perceive  the  necessiity 
of  allowing  first  priaciples,  which  are  so 
self-evident  as  not  to  admit  of  any  direct 
proof.  Indeed,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert, 
that  almost  all  the  errors  of  metaphysicians 
have  arisen  from  their  neglect  of  natural 
philosophy.--r-The  extreme  accuracy,  and 
exact  precision,  that  is  requisite  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  phenomena  of  the  mar 
terial  world,  would  induce  like,  habits  of 
reasoning  in  regard  to  that  of  the  mental : 
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wiale  thsrt  Colosras  of  sceptkiam^  I  meaa 
atheism,  would,  by  an  aaquamtance  witk 
the  works^  of  nature,  be  utterly  anntid^ 
lated.    > 

■ 
"  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  myself 
to  my  noble  friend  as  clearly  as  poiisible 
011  the  subject  of  his  letter ;  and  shall 
only  add,  that  true  pJiilosophy  ki  nefw 
the  companion  of  arfogance  and  vanity* 
While  it  inrestigates  whh  assiduity^  and 
pronounces  with  diffidence ;  ihey  asaot 
with  boldivei^,  and  give  the  crude  coa^ee^ 
tures  of  l&ney,  for  the  sound  deductions  Df 
Iputh. 

*^  The  natural  turn  of  my  mind>  and, 
still  more,  the  objects  which>  have  for  the 
greatest  part  of  my  life  occupied  my  0t* 
tention,  have  effectually  preehidtd  me 
from  sceptical  oj^fnion^,  and  render^  mt 
callous  to  the  sophistry  of  their  promoters ; 
but  it  has  always  appeared  to  me,   that 
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wh^re  ft*@edom  of  diMiasisioil  k  permitieAj 
th«re  se^i^fidisill  &iild  kifidelit^  Will  he  b«t 
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Sucfa^   Maandaarai,  are  the  opinicM  of 
iht  mtutal  phikmpher.    The  phik>d<ip]ier6 

at  Ardent*Hall  declare,  that  it  is  a  pity  so 
good  a  man  should  have  s(b  many  odd  pre* 
judices.  I  confer,  that,  to  me,  who  hat^e 
be«n  accifi^tomed  to  behold  iHtb  mv^&SkHe 
the  self-inflicted  torturfe  of  holy  men,  th^ 
noble  enthusiaim  of  the  .^orshi^ei^i  of 
System  is  fife  object  of  Veneratifi*.  It  is 
tme,  these  philosoph^s  bold  it  n6t  fld- 
cessary  to  iriof tiff  the  body,  or  io  brit!^ 
the  iri'egiilaf  p&ssions^  udder  sitbj^tiOti. 
But  whm  ii  the  sete^est  femAte  of  thtf 

most  piotis  Yoge^,  eompared  to  the  uttttr 
dereliction  of  eternal  haJppiness  ?  Bf  hcfpe, 
a  main  is  s«tppo/ted  through  tt^tfy"  sorrows, 
but,  on  the  shrine  of  his  idol,  the?  philOiO^ 
phic  Sanasfsee  makes  a  tbluntary  sacfiSa^ 
of  even  hope  itsetf ! — On  the  sy^em  tblat 
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t«e, worships,;  his  tbaughte  %  ever  dwell ; 
on  it  his  tppgue  for  ^ver  runs }  auid^  while 
it  exclusively  occupies  every  avenue  to 
his  soul,  he,  with  a  superlative  degree  of 
modesty,  hestpws  the  ej)ithet  of  pr^udked 
et^kusiast  on  the  vojtary  of  Christianity. 

-  Shall  I  confiess  to  .my  friend,  that  to  my 
weak  mind,'  the  enlightening  conversation 
of.  the .  philosQpherg  bad  become  30  tire- 
some, as.  to  render  the  arrival  of  Lady 
Grey,  and  her  bjooming  party,  a  consi- 
derable relief  to  my  wearied  spirits  ?  Till 
then,  I  was  destitute  of  all  resource  :  Miss 
Ardent  being  too  fond  of  disputing  with 
the  philosophers,  and  too  much  engaged 
by  them  to  attend  to  me ;  and  ^  her  Lady- 
ship so  entirely  engrossed  by  her  darling 
boy,  as  to  be  incapable  of  attending  to 
any  qther  oibject.  This  boy  is  suflfered  to 
become  so  troublesome,  that  it  entirely 
eradicates  that .  benevolent  complacency 
which  one  is  accustoQied  to  feel  at  the 
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sight  of  infant  innocence.  His  parents 
behold,  the  capriciousness  of  his  desires 
increase  \vith  their  gratification,  and  the 
irascibility  of  his  temper  receive  fuel  ffom 
satiety;  yet  do  they  continue  to  panlper 
the  over-pampered  appetite,  and  to  in- 
dulge each  caprice  of  the  wayward  fancy, 
in  fill!  expectation  that,  in  the  age  of  rear 
son, .  he  will  he  able  to  exercise  the  virtue 
of  self-contfoul ! — Yes,  Maandaara,  when, 
from  the  pressure  of  existing  drcumstanees^ 
sparrows  are  taught  to  make  honey,  then 
shall  the  passions,  which  have  been  fan- 
ned into  a  fiame  by  the  breath  of  indul- 
gence, listen  to.  the  voice,  of  moderation ! 

,  You  may,  perhaps,  imagine,  that  the 
society  of  a  young  and  lovely  female,  such 
as  is  Miss  Julia  Ardent,  would  be  a  dan- 
gerous trial  to  a  man  of  my  sensibility. 
But,  alas !  my  friend, .  you  know  not  how 
effectually  the  mixture  of  insipidity  and 
haughtiness  can  blunt  the  arrows  of  C^m- 
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ilea.  It  is,  perhaps,  for  this  reason,  arid  to 
preserve  the  hearts  of  young  men  froi» 
the  influence  of  f^imsle  cfafiirms,  thst  these 
quaUties  are. so  carefally  instilled  at  the 
seminaries  of  female  education,  which 
were  described  iii  such  true  Colours  hy  th6 
good  Bramin  Sbeeniiaal.  I  was,  at  that 
time,  too  much  blinded  by  the  mists  of 
ignorance,  to  give  credit  to  his  report.— I 
bad  read  the  Christian  Shister,  and  was  it 
not  natural  for  itie  to  suppo^,  that  all  who 
called  themselves  Christianas*,  were  gilded 
by  its  precepts  ?  From  it  I  leairifi^d,  that 
Christian  Women  were  not  prohibited  from 
the  coltivati^ii  of  their  understandings; 
and  hdw  could  I  conceive,  that  fashion 
should  lead  them  to  relinquish  so  glorious 
a  privilege  ?  How  eould  I  imagine,  that 
Christian  parents  should  be  so  mitch  afraid 
of  the  improvement  of  their  female  off- 
spring, as  to  give  encouragement  to  semi- 
naries formed  on  pnrpose  for  the  exclustenr 
of  knowledge?     It  is  triie,  the  infortifiatlOii 
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of  Sliettmaal  might  hsvc  iB9tM0t«d  iM 
HI  these  things  but  to  th^  heatt  thai  is 
filkd  with  pvefudioe^  wisdom  Isftetif  «p 
tacr  Toide  in  vain. 
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Nothmg  but  experience  cdmld  have  can* 

9 

yinced  nsd,  that  the  cultivation  of  the 
iMional  facnhies  ahonldt  amotig  the  Qhn^ 
tian  iTomen  of  En^otid,  foe  so  rsrre^  thsA 
no  isfooner  dof»  <t»e  of  them  emerge  ftoM 
the  depths  of  ignorandir^  tftnufi  she  i*  sus'*^ 
pected  of  assuming  the  airs  of  self-impor- 
tance and  conceit.  If  she  im»  the  know- 
kdge  of  a  Schooi'boy;  sthe  is  thdnght  vm 
of  her  leatmiiilg.  Nor  ate  there  many  men 
of  sense  Among  the  €hristiani9,  who  wiostd 
not  prefer  to  the  conversation  of  such  a 
wodiaoy  the  impertinent  tattle  di  the  fri^ 
vOlouS)  the  capricious^  and  the  igtorant. 
Nor  is  this  nrach  to  be  WoMered  at^  wheH 
we  considery  that  by  the  pains*  taken^  fnmi 
the  eorfielst  infancy^  to  sap  the  fomoulatkni 
of  every  solid  improvement,  the  imaginar 
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tion  'beomnes  so  much  stronger  than  the 
judgment,  that  of  the  siiiall  number  of  fe-^ 
males,  who,  under  all  the  disadvantages  of 
custom  and  prejudice,  dare  to  distinguish 
themselves  by  the  cultivation  of  their 
talents,  few  should  do  more  than  exchange 
one  folly  for  another : — substitute  the  love 
of  theory,  for  the  love  of  dresa ;  or  an  ad- 
miration of  the  mental  gewgaws  of -flimsy 
sentiment,  and  high  sounding  declamation 
for  that  of  trifles  pi  another  kind. 

But  though  I  confess  my  error,  and 
acknowledge,  that  I  deceived  myself  in 
extending  my  notions  of  Christianity  to 
every  Christian,,  and  of  excellence  to 
every  female,  of  England,  I  still  see  some 
who  amply  justify  the  expectations  that 
were  formed  by  my  sanguine  mind.  In 
Lady  Grey  and  her  daughters,  I  find  all 
that  I  had  expected  from .  the  females  of 
their  country ;  all  that  my  friend  Severaiv 
had  described. 
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/"  With,  themy  arrived « the  two  youngest 
daughters  oif  Sir  Caprice  Ardent,  one  of 
whom  has  received  her  education  ^  under 
the  care  of  Lady  Grey,  while  the  other 
has  'to  her  aunt,  ;Miss.  Ardent,  ^be^n  in« 
debted.for  her  .instriiotion.  :  At:  first  sights 
one  is  struck  mth  the.  similarity  of  their 
features.  They  are  both  beauteous  as  the 
opening  rose-bud,  who^  the  dew  of  i  morn- 
ing trembles  on  its  leaf.  Itie  eyes  of 
eachy  sparkling  with  vivacity,  are. dazzling 
as  a  bright  dagger  suddenly  >unsheathed» 
They  are  both  shaped  by  the  hand  of  ele- 
gance, and  both  :  move  with  the '  same 
degrte  of  <  gracel  Yet,  notwithstanding 
this  simihrity,  tli»  opposite  characters  im- 
pressed/by education  is  visible  in  each^ — 
ifV^hile  over  the  graces  of  Miss-  Caroline  is 
thiow;n  the  bewitching .  veil  of'  tiinidity, 
and /her  evc^y  action  is  bound  in  the  silken 
fetters  of  decorum ;  the  adopted*  daughter 
of-i  Miss  Ardent  speaks-  her  sentiments 
with  an  energy/ that  faaa  never   known 
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l^ftrMRjtf  Though  c^pen  to  oonvictioiif 
md  fea4y  to  confe$B  ttrot  with  the  cui^ 
4mi  of  ft  mhlG.mmdf  she  ytrids  keis  to  tbe 
«iiy^h^nl2f;o£  peiBoiis^  thiliLto  that  of  rea« 
son;  imd  H  i^  fihsy  to  peroerire»  has  beot 
^r)y  taught/;  that  to  be  weak,  ami  to  be 
amiabk^  afei  tiro  very  idifFerenl  things. 


An  itieident  which  oocurccki  to  t}»  tfan^ 
ftstwB,  ia  the  ooursa  of  thmr  morning's 
wmlfc*  will  serve  to  ilUistjpat^  these  ofaser^ 
vatioos  upon  their  charaeters.     > 

It  appears,  that  having  strayed  jsito  a 
as^row  lanei  they  were  frightened  i^  the 
s^p^^fonce  of  a  berye  and  cart,  crnnii^ 
towaids  l&eiti  $Q  quicklyi  a$*  to  lsk\%  them 
no.^th^.iHeihod  of  eseapipg,  than  to  dlihib 
a  steep  bank, .  ami  get.  ovir  ti^e  paling 
into  .their  father's  park.  Miss  Olivia,  with 
toe  ftotivit^  of  an  antelfi^e,  led  the  way^ 

■ 

and#  :«?ith  somi  difficulty,  easisted  her  sis** 
fiers  tfi  fi»Uow  her  exdmple.    Jusft  as  she 
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h^4  pr«v|iilcd  ppo»  thp  It^rrified  Mm  Julia, 

who  Ifang  ipaiited  upon  tht^  imposisibility 
pf  h^r  making  tbi  ^Lttempt,  they  beheld  neap 
them  An  i>}4  Wftp,  who,  ^Kcitcd  )by  tii« 
s^r^Aip^  Apd  prraiised  itewanda  of  Mks 
Jidhx  ?fctt?mpt^d  to  l*y  hpld  of  the  hotscs. 
Tp  stop  th«m,  hi$  fcebk  rffertswereittf 
effipotual ;  the  animals  were  top  strong,  and 
tOQ  spirited)  tQ  hQ  managed  by  Ms  aged 
^nn.    AftCT  a  short  struggle^  the  hwattib 

sprung  over  him,  and  in  a  moment  the 
mangled  and  bleeding  body  was  discover- 
ed lying,  to  all  appe^rancei  lifeless,  in  the 

ixfi^k  which  the  (?art  had  passed* 

^iipp   Julip..  ?/edOubl@d    her    efforts    bd 
esRjipe;  ^he  siicc^pded,  and  flew  to  the 

il9H8^»  whiffh  :ijhp  flo  sooner  reached,  than, 
1^8  ijs  w^tojiiary  with  yqu»g  l^-dies  upoa 
^fck  ofi<5asiopfi,  she  fai»ted  ^^v^ay.  .  Whea 
^h^  b^4  fainted  for.  a  dijcetit  letigth  of 
tim#,  ?be  screamed,  laughed,  and. cried  al- 
ternately, and  continued  Jong  .enough  in 
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the  second  stage  of  fright,  chilled  art  Hys^ 
teric  Fity  to  draw  round  her  the  greatest 
part  of  the  family.  Indeed,  there  was  full 
eirlployment  for  them  all.  One  held  to 
her  nose  a  bunch  of  burnt  feathers ;  ano- 
ther chafed  her  temples  with  a  drug,  called 
hartshorn ;  >  a  third  held  to  her  lips  drops 
^d  r  cordials,  while  the  rest  ran  d^bout  the 
.oom,  opening  the  windows,  ringing  the 
bells,  and  giving  directions  to  the  ser^ 
valits. 

■  * 

'  »    »■ 

.  While  we  were  thus  efngaged,  in  flew 
Miss  Olivia.  But  what  *^  figure !  The 
few  tattered  remnants  of  her  muslin  robe, 

■  *  » 

besmeared  with  blood,  streamed  in  the 
air;  eagerness  sparkled  in  her  eyies,  an4 
^n  unspeakable  glow  of  ardour  animateil 
her  countenance.  Totally  unconcerned 
for  her  sister,  on  whom,  indeed,  she  seem- 
ed to  dart  a  look  of  contempt,  she  hastily 
snatched  the  hartshorn,  and  the  cordials^ 
and  desiring,  with  a  tone  of  authority^  all 
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Ibie  men  to  follow  her,  4be .  again  flew  off, 
with  :th^  swiftneifts  ,Qf  ft  hirdfof  Paradiis^, 
who  has  b^n  fifighten^  hy  the  voice  of 
.the  hunter.  *  • 


Mm  Julift^ww  kft  to  rccowr  as  s 
^^uldt  Evwy  wttl  deserted:  her.  M«ii 
acid  maids,  philoaopher$  $nd  footmen^  all 
liUTr«^  aftwl  the  fewt  Olisria:;  who,  like 
tJiP  meteor  which  fldats  on  the  dark-bo^ 
40ip^d  ploild  of.  evening,  was  deen  gliding 
l^edRire  ^s.  At  li^ngtfa  :we  reached  the 
IfLW,  a^nd  th^re,  seated  on  the  ground,  we 
beheld  tb^  twin-sisjier  of.  Olivia ;  her  fair 
arms  supporting  th&  unfoitunate  old  ina&, 
whose  wounded  fcead  reclined  upon  her 
lap.  His  wpunds  were^  however,  hound 
up;  the  roh^^^  Olivia  having  been  torn 
in  pieces  for  iJmj;  purpose.  And  now,  Avith 
a  tenderness  which  equalled  her  activity, 
.3he  knelt  at.  the  old  man's  side,  and  car^ 
ried  to  his  i  pale  lips  th^  cordials  ;&he  had, 
,with  so  little  ceremony,  snatched,  frorh' 
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her  sister.  The  old  man  at  length  sd  hi 
revived,  as  t6  pronounce,  with  feeble  but 
impressive  accents^  the  blessings  of  hi§ 
God  on  the  angel-forms  who-  had  saved 
his  life.  He  was,  with  all  possible  care, 
by  the  direction  of  the  two  ladies,  carried 
up  to  the-  Ixmse^  A  surgeon^  was  imme^ 
diately  sent  for,  who,  on  examining  his 
wounds,  declared  them  to  be  of  such  a 
nature,  that  if  he  had  not  received  the 
assistance  bestowed  upon*  him  by  the  two 
ladies,  he  must  inevitably  have  perish^. 
**  Then,"  cried  the  lovely  Caroline,  "it  is 
to  my  sister  Oil vi%  that  be  owes  his  life! 
—But  for  her,  I  should  have  followed  my 
sister  Julia  into  the  house,  to  call  for 
help ;  it  was  Olivia  alone,  who  had  the 
cburage  to  return  to  him,  and  the  presence 
of  mind  to  afford  him  relief.'*  "  No,  Ctf- 
Toline;''  replied  Olivia,  "  without  you,  I 
could  have  done  nothing.  When  I  look- 
ed back,  and  saw  how  the  poor  man  bled^ 
I  knew,  he  could  not  live  without  assist- 
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ance;  but  it  was  you,  by  whom  the  assistr 
ance  was  principally  bestowed/!  *^  Don't 
speak  any  mo^e  abot(t  it,  for  heaven's  sake,'^ 
Aried  Miss  Julia ;  "  the  very  thought  of  ijt 
makes  me  sick*  I  would  not  have  looked 
at  him  for  a  thousand  worlds ;  I  .wonder 
how  you  could  haive  so  little  sensibility  H 

"  Sensibility,  my  dear  niece,''  said  Lady 
Orey,  "  is  but  too  often  anothier  word  for 
selfishness.  Believe  me,  that^that  sensibr-r 
Htyy  which  4*rrnr  with  disgust  from;  the 
sight  of  misery  it  has  the  power  tjb  relieve,, 
is  not  of  the-  right  kind.  To  weep  at  the 
imaginary  tale  of  sorrow  exhibited  'in  a* 
novel  or  a  tragedy,  is  to  indulge  a  feel- 
ing, in  which  there  is  neither  yiwae  \  nor 
virtue;  but  when  the  oohipassion  whicb 
touches  the  heart,  leads  the  hands  to  afr 
ford  -relief,  and  4>ehevolefice  becomes  a 
principle  of  action,  it  is  then^  and  theit 
only,  that  it  is  truly  commendable,"  "  I 
perceive  that  yo^ir  ladyship  has  studied  Mr 
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Hume's  PKnciplejs  of  Gtneni  Utility,'* 
Mr  Axiom:  ^iMSTo,"  said  Mr /Pu3?;l«dorf ; 
^'  it  is  evadent,  her  lad^rtkif^  bas  t»ken  her 
opinions  from  ^  £«Mjr  o^  ^^6  EUrmlmn^ 
Necessary ^  Fittms  and  Omgruky  of  ThingsJ* 
^^  I  have  takeii .  them,"  said  her  ladyship, 
^^  from  the  ddctiimes  tad  examples  of  Jems 
Christ  and  his  Apostles/' 

•  •• 

In ,  thia  lilc, ; "  com:poac4  ^  good.  ^i»d 
eTi3^"  thifir  yiomiger  sister  iaf  thj^  Bwcmet 
has.  had  her  sfajire .  of  cidamitji:.  Het  mar* 
liage  witb  Sip/ Philip  Grey:,  was  an  miimi 
of'  tdtttnal  /afftction,.  fouhded-  ou  mntiial 
esteeni,  aitd  productive  of  nmtual  f^^       ^ 
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Thotagh  ia..Baiionet,. his  estate. wa3  Bot 
extensive^  axkdirom  it  a  nuoierous  family 
of  hrotheps^  and  sisters  M^re  to  be  provid- 
ed with  fbrti^nes,  suited  to  their  birth* 
Sir  Philip  and  his  lady,  ha;^n^  the  same 
^iews  and  opinions,  easily  settled*  the  plas 
of  their  future  lifcu    They  took  the  man* 
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^gem^nt  of  their  estate  into  their  own 
hands :  taste  and  elegance  became  a  sub^ 
stitute  for  splendor;  and  the  propriety  of 
•domestic  arrangement,  amply  compensated 
fer  the  absence  of-  a  few  articks  of  super- 
fluous luxury.  But  though  they  retrench* 
ed  in  ^ostentation,  they  decreased  not  in 
hospitality  ♦  their  house  was  the  refuge  of 
the  distri^sed,  the  home  of  merit,  and  tha 
central  point  of  all  the  genius  and  the  ta- 
lent which  the  surrounding  country  could 
boast.  Ill  addition  to  the  care  of  their 
fortune,  they  took  upon  themselves  the 
sole  care  of  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren.— But,  notwithstanding  all  these  avo* 
cations,  they  still  found  time  for  the  pur- 
suit of  literature,  for  which  their  taste  re- 
mained undiminished.  Lady  Grey  w^ 
Bot  only  (as  is  universally  the  custom  in 
this  country*)  the  companion  of  her  hus- 
•  •  •  .       .  . 

*  It  is  by^me  of  tbe  Hindoo  authors  meotioDedj,  as 

one  of  the  indispensible  qualities  of  a  good  wife — "  that 

^  she  never  presumes  to  eat,  until  hcfr  husband  has  finished/' 
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band's  table,  but  tfa^  pai*tiier:  of  his  studies ) 
and  by  hiin,  her  opinions  were  as  much 
respected^  as  her  person  was  beloved. 

Years  rolled  on,  and  each  returning 
season  saw  an  increase  of  the  happiness  of 
this  welUmatched  pair.  But  who  can 
give  stability  to  the  felicity  of  mortals? 
While  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  this  amiar 
ble  and  happy  husband  was  seized  \fy  the 
ruthless  hand  of  disease,  in  whose  rude 
grasp  the  vigour .  of  life  w£ls  blasted^  and 
the  gay  hopes  of  future  eigoyment  dashed 
on  the  rocks  of  disappointment.  His 
senses,  of  which  he  suffered  a  temporary 
deprivation,  were  gradually  restored;  but 
the  wheels  of  life  were  clogged;  the  vital 
fluid  stagnated '  in  the  veins,  or  moved 
with  such  lingering  and  unequal  pace,  as 
was  unequal  to  the  re^animation  of  the 
palsied  limbs;  nor  did  he  ever  recover  a 
sufficient  degree  of  strength,^  to  enable 
him  to  quit  his  apartment.     In  such  a  situ- 
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ittion,  in  vain  Would  a  man  have  looked 
ibr  consolation  in  the.  pretty  face  of  a  fool: 
In  v^in  would  b^  have  expected  it  from 
the  trifling  accomplishments,  to  the  ac* 
quirement  of  which,  the  most  precious 
years  of  life  are  commonly  devoted.  Alas ! 
though  Lady  Grey  could  have  spokeii 
French  with  the  fluency  of  a  Parisian; 
though  she  could  have  danced  with  the 
grace  of  an  angel ;  though  she  could  have 
piainted  a  flower,  or  a  butterfly,  even  with- 
out  the  assistance  of  her  drawing-master. 
and  run  over  the  keys  of  her  harpsichord 
with  the  most  astonishing  rapidity — ^little 
comfort  would  it  have  given  to  the  heart 
of  her  sick  husband. 

'  In  an  understaacHng  enriched  by  the 
accumulations  of  wi$dom,  a  temper  re- 
gulated by  the  precepts  of  Christianity, 
and  a  heart  replete  with  tejidertess,  Sir 
Philip  found  a  more  solid  resource.  By 
these  endowments,  was  his  lady  enabled 
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i6  mahage  the  ^iiirisi  cf  h^r  family^  and 
the  conccams  of  his  esUte ;  to  Watdl  oret 
the  education  of  her  children ;  and,  by  the 
unremitting  attentions  of  endearing  afFec^ 
tion,  to  cheer  the  spirits  that  were  broken 
by  confinement,  and  sooth  the  sufferings 
of  a  bed  of  pain.  Nor  was  the  perlbnn^ 
ance  of  these  multifarious  duties  the  sud- 
den  efieet  of  a  short-lived  energy.  During 
the  six  years  in  which  her  husband  linger- 
ed under  the  partial  dominion  of  death, 
the  fortitude  of  his  lady  remained  unshak- 
en,  her  perseverance  unabated ;  and  when 
at  length  his  soul  was  suffered  to  depart 
from  the  decayed  riiansion  of  mortality, 
though  her  heart  was  possessed  with  too 
much  sensibility,  not  to  feel  with  sorrow; 
^he  stroke  of  separation,  the  assured  hope 
of  a  rci-union  with  the  objecl  of  her  affec^ 
tions  in  the  regions  of  immortality,  Aflbrded 
consolation  to  her  wounded  mind. — Yes, 
Maandaara,  notwithstanding  all  I  hare  said 
1*1  favour  of  this  excellent  woman,  truth 


^^ 


obliges  we  to  coiifesis,  th^t  th^g  powers  of 
her  mltfd  a^endt  ^ttfikiently  enkrged  tb 
embrace  tbe  dootrined  ta(  Athdism  !  Shcf  13 
IIIiBd  enouj^  not  to  {^rcteive  ti^  eridetit 
superiority  of  any  of  the  systems  of  the 
philosophers  to  the  Christina  faith ;  and 
weakly  asserts^  that  if  all  that  was  taught 
by  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Apostles  was  ge* 
nerally  practised,  it  would  be  no  great  in- 
jury to  the  happiness  of  society, — She 
takes  great  pleasure  in  the  contemplation 
of  a  future  state,  and  carries  her  prejudices 
so  far  as  to  declare,  that  she  considers  the 
account  of  it,  as  given  in  Scripture,  as  little 
less  easy  of  belief  than  the  system  of  Mr 
Puzsledorf ;  and  that  she  finds  it  more 
satisfactory  to  rest  her  hopes  on  the  pro- 
imses  of  her  Saviour,  thin  oh  the  perma- 
iKut  existence  of  the  little  imperishabler 
etamina  at  the  top  of  the  nose ! ! 


'  Not  contented  with  making  the  precepts 
^nd  doctrines  of  Christianity  tl^  g^ide  of 
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her  own  conduct,  abe  has  aideavoured  to 
instil  them  into  the  minds  of  her  children; 
and  so  well  has  she  succeeded,  that  her 
cjdest  son,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  though 
pcxssessed  of  an  uncommon  degree  of  learn- 
ing, sense,  and  spirit — is  not  ashamed  to 
confess  that  he  is  a  Christian  ! 


p  • 


Alas  !  my  friend,  how  shall  I  inform 
you  of  the  events  of  this  morning  ?— ^The 
number  of  philosophers  is  diminished  f 
The  promising  sprout  of  Infidelity,  whose 
early  genius  gave  such  hopes  of  future 
greatness — he,  by  the  prowess  of  whose 
•pen  it  was  expected  that  religion  should 
be  routed  from  the  worldT—the  nephew  of 
Doctor  Sceptic — this  morning,  took  the 
privilege  of  a  philosopher^  and  shot  him- 
self through  the  head ! 
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As  I  find,  upon  inquiry^  that  this  is  a 
privilege  which  is  often  claimed,  and  a 
practice  that  is  very  common  with  the 
philosophers  of  £n^nd,  I  suppose  it  is- 
found  to  be  conducive  to  general  utilityi 
and  agreeable  to  thie  eternal  and  necessary 
congruity  and  fitness  of  things. 

The  existing  circumstances  which  im* 
pelled  this  young  man  to  make  so  philo- 
sophical an  exit,  have  been^  to  all  appear* 
ance,  fully  explaitted ;  and  as  you  may 
have  some  curiosity  concerning  them^  I 
shall  briefly  state  them  for  your  perusal; 

It  appears  that  his  father^  a  man  of  rigid 
morals  and  austere  devotion^  who  lived  in 
the  exercise  of  much  piety  towards  God, 
and  much  charity  to  his  fellow-creatures, 
some  years  ago  received  into  hi?  family, 
the  orphan  niece  of  his  wife.  She  was 
educated  with  his  own  children,  and  shar- 
ed with  them  the  benefit  of  his  instruc- 
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tiofis,  and  this  tenderness  of  his  paternal 
love.  Her  beauty  made  an  early  impres* 
sioti  upon  the  heart  of  her  cousiti,  and 
such  was  her  metit  in  the  eyes  of  the  old 
ikan,  that,  preferring  the  happiness  of  his 
^n  to  the  aggrandizement  of  his  family^ 
he  consented  that  their  union  should  take 

place,  as  soon  as  the  young  man  should. 

> 

have  attained  his  one  and  twentieth  year. 
It  WQs  agreed>  that  be  should  employ  the 
interval  in  what  is  called  ^an  Attendance 
upon  th&  Temple;  and^  according  to  a 
previous  invitation  from  his  uncle,  Doctor 
Sceptic,  should  during  that  period  take  up 
his  residence  at  his  house,  in  .the  capital. — 
There  the  young  man  bad  not  long  resided, 
till  a  new  light  burst  upon  his  eyes ;  be  saw 
things  as  he  had  never  seen  them  before : 
saw  that  religion  was  a  bugbear^  trndc  to 
keep  the  vulgar  in  awe : — saw  that  his 
father  was  a  fool ;  and,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  learnt  to  laugh  at  his  preju- 
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dices^ .  and  his  piety^  io  a  very  edifyiog 
manner. 

r 

In  the  summer^  he  returned  into ,  tlic 
country ;  found  his  cousin  lovely  and  aiFec- 
tionate  as  ever,  aaiidr  had  no  great  xlifficulty 
in  initiating  her  into  ajil  the  naysteries  of 
Scepticism.  They  both  found  it  a  eharm^^ 
mg  thing  t^o*be  scrmuch  wiser  than  thcar 
insibruictiors  )*  and  wandered  they  could  ao 
long  :bave .  been  Iidinded  by  prejudices; 
whose  absurdities  were :  so  ^bvidms.  The 
ycmng.  man  wept  again  to  totira,  became 
ei^^ery  vday  more  enlightened,  and^oon^dts^ 
covered  that  marriage  was  ai  piece: of 
fnrie^t>-craft'-^^n  igsiohle  bdndage Va  chaii^ 
n^d^ich  no  mem  of  sense  ^^Kiuld  submit  to 
wear.  -/  >..'"' 

.  H^  hastened  to  return  to  the  countiy,  t0 
communicate  to  his  cousin  this  important 
discovery.  Finding  some  difficulty  in  con- 
vincing her  understanding  of  the  truth  of 
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this  new  doctrine^  he  applied  to  the,  soft-* 
ness  of  her  heart ;  he  pretended  to  doubt 
of  her  affection,  appealed  to  her  genero- 
sity, and — completed  her  ruin* 

Still  the  poor  girl  was  not  sufficiently 
convinced  of  the  propriety  of  her  conduct^ 
not  to  entertain  some  doubts  and  appre- 
hensions, which  the  young  plnlosopher 
soon  grew  tired  of  hearing.  Einding  that 
their  connection  ooukl  not  be^  much  longer 
concealed,  she  grew  more  importunate, 
and  he  listened  to  her  importunity  with 
increased  indifference.  I  At  lengthy  to  avoid 
her  remonstrances, .  he  ;  qame  ^  to  Ardent^ 
Hall,  where  he  hald  been  introduced  by  his 
uncle,  who  Inade  the  oflfer  of  his  services 
.to  assist  Sir  Caprice  in  writing  his  book 
upon  the  Supremacy  of  Reason,  with  which 
the  Baronet  is  soon  to  enlighten:  the  world. 
—The  young  man  willingly  engi^ed  in 
the  task.  .  But  fatal  are  the   effects  of 

» 

early  prejudices  to  the  «peace  of  a  philoso^ 
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pher!  His  thoughts  became  gloomy;  his 
speech  has  often  of  late  been  incoherent ; 
and  every  action  betrayed  the  restlessness 
of  a  mind  at  war  with  itself.  Even  hi3 
zeal  against  the  advocates  of  Christianity 
had  in  it  a  degree  of  bitterness,  which 
shewed  that  they  still  retained  an  author 
Htybver  his  mind/  at  which,  though  his 
pride  revolted,  his  understanding  could 
not  conquer. 


•  I 


For  the  last  few  da3rs,  he  had  appeared 
to  exert  more  than  usual  spirits.  He 
laughedy  when  he  had  no  occasion ;  talked; 
when  he  bad  nothing  to  say;  and  sedu<* 
lously  sought  the  company  of  the  ladies, 
whom  he  had  before  neglected  with  the 
frigidriy  of  indifference.  Yesterday  even- 
ing,  his  spirits  were  raised  to  a  pitch  which 
gave  reason  to  suspect  intoxication.  When 
he  retired  to  his  chamber,  it  appears  that 
he  did  not  go  to  bed,  but  employed  him- 
self in  writing  letters  to  his  father,  all  of 
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wlficb  he  ha4  ag^in  torn  ^nd  scafatered 
aboi)t  tl^e  TOpjp,  ^Ji  four  o'clofiH  ip  the 
moroing^  the  repo^rt  qf  a  pistol  w^^  h^ard ; 
the  feniily  were  i<i^t«.ntly  alarwed,;  the^ 
door  of  his  chaml^r  was  brqki^tt  oppn.; 
-^01^  ovtenWingi%  the  first  objieot.  thai 
pyfi^ented  itself  to  viewi  was  the  lifelesfs^ 
corse  of  the  young  philoiop'hei?  ec^tendctl 
on  the  floor. 

On  the  table  at  which  he  had  been  writ- 
i»g,  lay  two. letters,  -»The  first  wiis  from 
hh  father,  and  feeliagly  descriptive  of 
the  agoijy  of  a  parent'$^.h$art,  <>n  the  firit 
diJcovtry  of  a  son's  unworthiiiessl  The 
^ther  was  from  his  <ioti6in.  It  pourtray ed 
the  picture  of  a  virtooas  iii!ml  struggling 
with  the  dread  of  in&.s]y»  bitterly  regrett 
ting  the  loQs  of  peace  and  self-respect,  and 
gently  reproaching  the  aaithor  of  ita  cala^- 
mities,  for  depriving  her  of  tliat  hop(^ 
which  is  the  resource  of  the  wretched,  th* 
comfort  of  the  penitent,  aad  the  sovereign 
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Mtn  for  the  evils  of  life!  "To  her,*'  she 
said,  "  hope  was  a  shadow  which  had  pass- 
ed away.  Once  there  wa^  a  time,  when 
she  could  have  smiled  at  calamity,  endured 
the  severity  of  pain  with  unshrinking  re^ 
signation,  and,  supported  by  faith,  have 
cheerfuUy  resigned  her  soul  into  the  bosom 
of  her  Creator.  Now,  doubt  and  darkness 
sat  upon  the  realm  of  death;  she  feared  to 
die,  but  she  had  not  courage  to  live. — 
Death,''  she  said,  "  was  the  only  refiige  of 
despair ;  to  it  she  fled,  to  save  her  f rofn 
the  reproaches  of  the  world,  and  the  tor- 
ments  of  her  own  perturbed  mind  f — and, 
with  an  affecting  apostrophe  to  the  days 
of  unspotted  innocence,  this  unhappy  crea- 
ture concludes  her  melancholy  epistle; 
which,  it  scenes,  she  had  no  sooner  written, 
than  she  put  an  end  to  her  existence,  by 
plunging  into  the  sea ! 

Such  has  been  the  effects  of  performing 
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Pdo>h  to  0y8t«!itt,  in  th«  family  ^f  tfefl 
Sceptics! 

Ble$8^d  they,  who  can  extract  from  tb« 
pfussing  events  of  life  the  divipe  esseiicQ 
of  wisdoifl  t  To  me  it  is  now  made  evident^ 
that  the  Eternal  Beiqg,  who  fills  all  ipac^f 
hat}>  immutably  decr^— that  belief  m 
his  existeQce,  and  hqpe  of  his  protection, 
shall  be  necessary  to  the  9oul  in  every 
region  and  in  every  clime.  This  ij  the 
divine  breathe  or  spirit,  qf  which  it  is  said 
by  a  Foyal  poet  of  the  Jewish  nation-^ 
*♦  Thou  sendest  forth  thy  spirit^  they  arc 
"  created ;  and  thou  renewest  the  face  of 
**  the  earth.  Thou  hidest  thy  face~they 
"  are  troubled ;  thou  take^t  0wajf  thy  breath 
**  —they  die,  and  return  to  their  dust** 

May  this  life-giving  spirit  continue  to 
animate  the  soul  of  Maandaara,  with  con* 
fidenoe  in  the  mercies  of  the  Eternal  !— 
What  can  I  say  more ! 
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JRewrenet  to  Gmesa  J 

The  previous  arguments  of  the  philo8<hp 
phers,  in  praise  of  suicide,  had  not  suffi-* 
ciendy  enlightened  the  minds  of  the  ftt 
mily  of  Ardent-Hall,  to  prevent  tlieir  ret 
garding  the  death  of  yoimg  Sceptic  as  a 
melancholy  catastrophe !  Though  the  difv 
ference  of  character  gave  a  variety  to  the 
expression  of  their  feelings,  all  appeared 
to  feeL    The  shock  was  universaL 

The  worshippers  of  System,  and  the  vo- 
taries of  Christianity,  appeared,  indeed^  to 
be  affected  in  a  very  opposite  manner. 
The  former,  who  had,  till  this  event,  been 
so  clamorous  in  support  of  the  pretensions 
of  their  idols,  were  all  at  once  struck  dumb 
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Not  one  appeal  was  now^made  to  existing 
drcumstancts.  Not  one  ray  of  hope  darted 
from  the  age  of  reason.  Nor  did  either 
general  utiUty^  or  the  jitness  of  things^  ap- 

•       • 

pear  in  this  juncture  to  afford  any  comfort 
to  their  votaries.  But  while  the  lips  of 
the  philosophers  were  sealed  in  silence, 
those  qf  the  Christian  religionists  were 
opened.  Their  prejudices,  indeed,  appear- 
ed to  have  gained  fresh  strength ;  These 
prejudices,  which  are  calculated  to  foster 
the  sensibility  ^  of  the  tender  heart,  and  to 
increase  the  feelings  of  sympathy,  seemed 
likewise  endowed  with  power  to  support 
their  votaries  in  the  hour  of  affliction,  to 
soften  the  rigour  of  anguish,  and  to  prer 
serve  from  the  tyranny  of  despair. 

Lady  Grey  was  the  person  who  evinced 
at  the  same  t^me  the  greatest  degree  of 
jsensibility,  and  the  most  perfect  presence 
of  mind :  she  deplored  the  untimely  death 
of  this  rash  young  man,  with  the  liiost 
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lively  pity,  mixed  with  feelings  of  hbrro? 
and  regret;  but  for  his  family,  she  ex-? 
pressed  a  compassion  that  rendered  her,  in 
my  eyes,  the  first  of  human  beings^ 

The  consolation  of  that  unhappy  family 
was  the  first  object  of  her  concern.  Hav- 
ing seen  Lady  Ardent  and  the  young  ladies 
set  oflT  for  the  house  of  a  friend,  to  which 
they  had  been  invited  on  the  first  accounts 
of  th#  melancholy  event,  she'  hastened  to 
the  house  of  afilictiom;  there  to  mingle 
the  tears  df  sympathy;  to  speak  comfort 
to  the  wounded  heart ;  and,  by  sharing  in 
its  sorrows,  to  lessen  their  severity.-— 
Such,  Maandaara,  are  the  offices  pointoi 
out  by  the  prejudices  of  Christistnity ! 

Deeming  it  improper,  at  such  a  junc- 
ture, te  incbmmode  the  famRy  by  the  pie* 
sence  of  a  stranger,  I  took  my  leave  of  Sir 
Caprice  Atdent,  and  left  the  Hall,  impress- 
ed with  a  deep  sense  of  the  kindness  and 
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iiospitalily  I  hid  experieooed  hennth  ite 
roof. 
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Full  of  melamdhoiy^  I  proceeded;  with^ 
out  having  fully  determined  on  the  route 
I  was  to  purwe.     To  Xiondoa,    I  was 
averle  to  tttoim,  and )  yet  knew  not  how 
otherwise  to  dispose  of  myself.    As  I  waa 
debating  this  point  with  myself,  while  the 
horaes  were  putting  to  my  carriage  ait  the 
third  stage  of  my  journey,  a  chaise  diroye 
tip  to  the  inn.    From  it.  alighted  a  gentle* 
man— but,    O  ye  Gods  of  my  fathers ! 
what  waS'  my  surprise,  on  beholding,  isi 
this  gientleman^  my  former  guejst  Mr  Deoh 
beigh,  the  friend  of  Per<;y !  He,  who  had 
at  Chunair  loaded  me  with  40  many  marks 
of  kindness  and  affection !     Soon  as  the 
tetter  of  sprits  wboch  always  aceompa- 
mes  an  unexpected  meeting,  was  a  little 
subsided,   he  took  from  his  portrfolio  a 
packet,  on  ^hich  I  soon  recognized  th0 
hand^writing  ^of  Maandaara.      How   did 
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my  heart  beat  at  the  sight !  I  tear  open 
the  seals — I  read.  I  hear  of  the  welfare 
of  my  friend,  of  the  health  of  my  child. 
Ah  !  my  son !  my  son !  What  tender  emo- 
tions does  the  mention  of  thy  name  raise 
i&  my  boscmf!  When  eihall  the  soft  cheek 
of  my  child  be  patted  by  his  father's  hand? 
<Wheii  shall  my  ^rars  be  gratified  by  the  <U- 
ffcious  nuisio  of  niy  darlkig^s. gentle  voice? 
-Detested  spirit  of  curinsity:!  tbo  long  have 
I  sa^tidoedto  thte'the  triDesrt,  jBrwcetc&it 
Jcrjrs,  that'gem  the  perixKl  of '«Kist»nce  \ 

< 

My  heait  is  too  full  to  prdceed.  May 
:I(e)  who  is  Lord  of  tfas  Keepers  of.  thit^ 
^ght  corners  of  the  world,  ptiei^etre  thed ! 
I4ay  the  adored  wife  of  Veeshnii  be  the 
ik^f  end  of  my  child  I ! 
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D£NB£iaHy  at  the  time  I  Inet  him^  wu 
on  his  way  to»  the  place  of  his  nativitgr* 
-He  requested  me  to  accompany  hiooif  to 
bis  father's  hou^;  and  fpund  in  me  no 
disposittOQ  to  reject  a  proposal  so  agreear 
ble  to  my  inclinatk>n.  We  proceedi^d  to- 
gether  in  the  same  carriage.  Conversed 
of  India— -of  our  friends  at  Calcutta: — 
taUked  .of  all  the  little  incidento  that  had 
occurred  during  my  residence  in  that  city ; 
the  most  trivial  of  which  appeared  inte- 
seating  tQ  the  memory,  on  account  of  the 
pleasing  ideas  with  which  it  was  associatr 
ed.  Swiftly  flew  the  wheels  of  our  cha- 
riot, but  more  swiftly  flew  the  rolling 
hours,  which  were  occupied  by  this  sort 
of  conversatiour 
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About  noon,  on  the  second  day  of  our 
journey,  we,  by  the  direction  of  Denbeigh, 
3truck  into  a  narrow  bye-road^  which  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  a  clear  stream,  wind* 
ed  through  the  midst  of  a  narrow  valley. 
As  we  entered, upon  this  road,  the  agita^ 
tion  of  my  companion  became  apparent. 
£yery  object  that  we  passed,  caused  hb 
heart  tP  heave  with  tender  emotion^  In 
cheery  shrub  he  redognized  an  ^Id  acquaint^ 
ance,  and  in  every  tree  he  seemed  to  disr 
cover  a  long  lost  friend.  "  Let  us  stop 
here,"  said  he,  at  a  turn  of  the  road ;  "  the 
bridge  for  carriages  h  half  a  mile  off,  but 
1  oa|i  take  you  a  nearer  way*"  So  sayings 
he  leaped  out  of  the  carriage,  and  I  fol* 
lowed  his  example.  My  friend  surveyed 
t^  scene  around,  and  the  soft  tear  af  de« 
light  glistened  in  his  eyes.  "  There,"  said 
he,  "  stands  the  old  thorn,  which,  at  the 
0lose  of  evening,  I  used  to  pass  with  such 
hasty  steps,  not  daring  to  look  behind, . 
from  terror  of  the  fairies,  who  were  said 
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to  hold  thtir  nightly  revels  beneotii  its 
boughg.  Ah !  there  is  the  w<ood,  whose  filr 
berts  were  so  tempting.  There  the  pool^ 
where  I  first  ventured  to  beat  the  wav^ 
with  my  feeble  arm.  On  the  out-str6tch>> 
ed  branch  of  yonder  beach,  was  msfendsd 
the  swing,  in  which  I  have  so  often  tossed 
my  little  sisters,  who,  half  pleased  and  half 
afraid,  squalled  and  laughed  by  tnrnsy^  ai 
they  were  made  to  fly  through  the  yietct^ 
ing  air.** 

We  had  now  reached  a  little  rustic  gat^ 
leading  into  an  orchard,  in  one  of  the  broad 
walks  of  which  we  beheld  an  aged  pair  en- 
joying the  smiles  of  the  meridian  sttn.  A 
little  boy  and  girl  sported  beside  them^ 
joyously  picking  up  the  apples,  that  lay 
hidden  in  the  grass. 

Our  approach  was  at  length  perceived* 
The  old  gentleman  paused,  and,  leaning 
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on  .fads  staff,  endesrvoured  to  recognize  us. 
The  emotion  of  Denbeigh  increased.— He 
bounded  forward ;  and  taking'  a  band  of 
each)  while  the  bursting  sensations  of  hi* 
heart,  choaked  his  utterance-— -gazed  for  a 
ttiomeiit  o(n  the  rev^ered  facets  of  his  parents, 
and  in  the  next^  was  in  their  arms;  His 
poor  mother  could  .not>  for  a  few  minutes, 
reconcile  herself  to  the  dbrkness  of  his 
osmplexion,  which  fourteen  years,  spent 
beneath  the  lustre  of  an  Indian  sky,  bad 
changed- from  the  fair  red  and  white,  such 
as  now  adorns  the  face  of  his'ilttle  nephew, 
to  the  deep  brown  sliade  that  marks  the 
£uit>p^n  Asiatic.  The  good  lady  gently 
pushed  him  from  her,  to  examine  more 
minutely  the  features  whose  more  delicate 
lines  were  engraven  on  her  memory.  •  He 
sihiled.-— *In  that  smile,  she  recognized  the 
peculiar  expression  of  her  darling's  face, 
pasyd  fondly  pressed  him  to  her  maternal 
bosom. 
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During  this  scene,  I  stx>od  a  silent  and 
unobserved  spectator ;  nor  was  it  till  after 
a  considerable  length  of  time,  that  Dea^ 
beigh  sufficiently  recollected  himself  to 
introduce  me  to  his  parents.  To  be  called 
the  friend  of  their  son,  ensured  my  urel- 
com^s ;  but,  that  I  might  not  be  any  re- 
straint on  their  conversation,  I  attached 
myself  to  the  little  folks,  to  whom  Uncle 
Henry  was  no  more  than  any  other  stran*^ 
ger. 

.  As  we  appfoadhed  the  hduse^  I  observedi 
at  an  open  window  which  fronts  the  or^ 
chard,  a  lovely  girl,  who  seemed  to  view 
the  party  with  a  greater  degree  of  interest 
than  curiosity  alone  could  possibly  inspire; 
Twice  she  came  to  the  door,  and  twice  re- 
turned irresolute.  At  length  she  was  ob- 
served by  one  of  my  little  companions^ 
who,  running  towards  her,  called  bat, 
Uncle  Henry  is  come !  Uncle  Henry  is 
come !  The  words  gave  wings  to  her  will- 
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ing  feet ;  she  flew  down  the  walk,  and  in 
a  minute  her  beauteous  face  was  hid  in 
the  bosom  of  her  brother. 

The  shrill  voice  of  my  little  friend  had 
reached  farther  than  the  parlour.  By  the 
time  we  entered  the  hall,  the  servants 
were  assembled. — ^The  old  nurse  was  the 
first  who  pressed  forward  to  salute  the 
stranger — by  whom  she  was  received  with 
the  kindness  due  to  her  affection  and  fide- 
lity.  Two  other  domestic  companions  of 
his  youth  still  remained  in  the  family ; 
tears  spoke  the  sincerity  of  the  many  wel- 
comes they  bestowed  on  the  traveller; 
while  the  hearty  good-will  Math  which  he 
received  their  salutations,  gave  a  convinc* 
ing  proof,  that  neither  time  nor  distance 
had  changed  the  dispositions  of  his  heart. 

Mr  Denbeigh,  with  that  delicacy  of  at- 
tention which  is  peculiar  to  a  few  chosen 
minds,  provided  for  me  an  apartment  in  a 
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detached  house,  where  my  Hindoo  stt* 
vanta  were  furnished  with  every  requisite 
for  preparing  our  simple  ideals  according 
to  the  religion  and  customs  of  our  couh- 
tiy.  To  this  apartment  I  retired  during 
the  dining  hour  of  the  family ;  and  by  the 
tinae  I  returned,  I  found  that  an.acquisir 
tion  had  been  made  to  the  happy  party 
of  umted  friends,  by  the  arrival  of  the  twd 
married  daughters  of  Mr  Denbeigfa,  ao 
companied  by  the /husband  of  the  eldest. 
The  countenance  of  this  gentleman  justi^ 
fied  the  character  given*  him  by  Denbeigb, 
of  worth  and  good^nature.  He  was  bred 
to  business,  and.  has  by  industry  and  appli*- 
cation,  obtained  an  ample  share  of  the 
gifts  of  fortune,  which  he  enjoys  with 
eheerfulness,  and  bestows  with  the  frank- 
nes9  of*  a  generous  heart.  His  wife  seems 
happy  in  his  affection,  and  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  degree  of  good  temper  equal  to 
.his  own. 
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Th^  countenance  q£  the  seeond  sitter 
bears  a  stronger  resemblance  to  that  of 
toy  friend ;  it  speaks  a  soul  endowed  with 
superior  powers ;  a  more-  refined  seimbi^ 
lityj  a  more  lively  perception^  a  more  cuU 
tivated  taste.     When  the  arrival  of  her 
husband  (who  had  been  detained  by  the 
business  of  his  profession,  which  is  that  of 
a  physician)  was  announced,    I  marked 
the  emotion  of  hi^  spirits.    She  presented 
him  to  her  brother,  with  an  air  that  seenb* 
ed  to  demand  his  approlmtton  of  her  choice; 
nor  was  she  disappointed  :  the  appeamnce 
of  the  young  man  was  too  prepossessing 
jl;o  faU  of  making  an  immediate  interest  in 
the  favour  of  my  frilend,  whose  sentiments 
>)jrere  no  sooner  perceived  by  his  sister,  who 
eagerly  watched  them  in  the  expression  of 
his  countenance,  than  her  eyes :  sparkled 
with  delight — In  a  few  minutes  more,  my 
friend  had  the  pleasure  of  embracing  his 
two  brothers ;  the  eldest,  who  is  a  year 
his  senior,  is  now  priest  of  the  neighbour^ 
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Hig  village. .  A  man  of  mild  aspect,  and 
gentle  manners.  At  an  early  age,  h$ 
made  a  sacrifice  of  ambition  to  love,  and 
married  a  young,  woman,  whwe  dower 
was  made  up  of  beauty  and  good  tem|>er. 

Of  the  numerous,  offspring,  with  which 
she  has  presented  him, .  the  two  eldest  re* 
side  with  thieir  grandfather^— the  youngest 
has  but  two  days. seen  the  light;  and  all 
the  others  their  uncles  have  promised  to 
provide  for.  So  that  the  good  man  looks 
with  a  smiling  aspect  upop  futurity. 

The  youngest  brother  of  my  friend,  is  a 
professor  of  the  art  of  surgery.  A  dap- 
per little  gentleman,  with  a  smart  wit,  and 
perfumed  handkerchief.  His  brother  Hen- 
ry says,  he  is  a  little  affected  by  a  disorder 
called  Puppyism,  but  that  he  has  sufficient 
stamina  in  his  constitution  to  conquer  the 
disease;  which,  it  seems,  is  a  very«com»- 

mon  one  at  his  time  of  life. 
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Never  did  Calli,  *  in  the  progress  of 
his  eventful  journey,  behold  a  happier 
•  circle  than  that  which  now  surrounded  the 
hearth  of  Mr  Denbeigh.  When  I  saw 
thep  sit  down  at  the  supper- table,  I  ber 
gan  to  think  the  custom  of  social  m^als 
not  altogether  so  ridiculous  as  I  had  hir 
therto  considered  it.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  repast,  the  cordial  wish  of  health  was 
mutually  exchanged;  and  a  glass  filled 
with  generous  wine  was  pressed  to  the 
lips  of  each,  in  token  of  sincerity.  ,The 
cheerful  song  went  round,  every  voice 
was  in  unison  to  strains  of  joy,  and  every 
countenance  was  irradiated  with  the  smile 
of  satisfaction.  Bef6re  they  parted  for 
the  night,  the  old  gentleman,  according  to 
a  very  strange  custom  of  his  own,  knelt 
down  in  the  middle  of  his  faniily,  and, 
while  the  tear  of  joy  strayed  down  his 
venerable  cheeks,  offered  up  the  sacrifice 
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of  thanksgiving  td  the  thfobe  6f  the  Eter- " 
nal ! 

Alas !  this  poer  gcsiitkfoah  is  Hot  suffl* 
ciently  enlightened  to  perform  Poojah  to 
System.  He  has  iiever  been  convinced, 
that  vJte  and  virtue  are  only  qualities  of 
to^n.tio,,;«,d»dep.ordrtyig.„rantof 
all  theories,  save  that  of  a  good  conscience. 
— Nor  has  his  wife  advanced  one  step  far- 
ther than  himself  towards  throwing  off 
the  prejudices  of  Christianity.  Ahd  what 
is  still  worse—- the  manner  in  which  they 
have  rivetted  these  prejudices  in  the  minds 
of  their  children,  scarcely  admits  a  hope, 
that  any  of  them  will  ever  become  con- 
verts to  Atheism,  or  have  sufficient  spirit 
to  exchange  the  morality  of  their  Shaster, 
for  the  doctrine  of  external  circumstances. 

0 

On  making  inquiry  of  my  friend  concern- 
ing  the  cause  of  this  phenomena,  he  in- 
formed  me,  that  his  father  and  mother, 
who  were  of  different  sects  of  Christians, 
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agreed,  that  the  Teligion  taught  their  chii<* 
dren  should  not  be  indebted  for  its  sup- 
port  to  the  peculiar  dogmas  of  either ;  but 
should  chiefly  rest  on  the  authority  of 
that  Shaster,  which  has  io  deeply  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  the  philosophersf.^— His 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  a  priest  of  the ' 
sect  of  Dissenters,  who  had  bestowed  such 
particular  pains  on  the  cultivation  of  her 
understanding,  as  actually  qualified  her  for 
cmiductins:  the  ediKation  of  her  own  chil- 
dren. 

It  is,  perhaps,  to  this  uncommon  and 
extraordinary  circumstance,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  Mr  Denbeigh  are  indebted  for 
many  of  those  peculiarities  which  at  pre- 
sent distinguish  their  characters.  It  is 
from  this  cause,  that  the  daughters  have 
becbme  learned,  without  losing  their  humi- 
lity ;  that  they  are  gay,  without  being  fri- 
volous ;  that  in  conversation,  their  spright- 
liness  is  free  from  the  lightness  of  vanity. 


S92 


and  their  seriousness  from  the  arrogance  of 
self-conceits  Mrs  Denbeigh,  not  consider- 
ing the  preservation  of  ignorance  absolute- 
ly necessary  towards  the  perfection  of  the 
female  character,  never  sent  her  daughters 
to  the  seminaries  that  are  established  for 
that  purpose,  but  suffered  them,  from  in- 
fancy, to  partake  with  their  brothers,  in 
the  advantages  of  solid  instruction. — Be- 
ing early  taught  to  make  a  just  estimate 
of  things,  they  learned  how  to  value  the 
performance  of  every  duty ;  nor  was  their 
attention  towards  those  annexed  by  cus- 
tom to  their  situation,  lessened  from  a  con- 
sideration of  their  simplicity.  In  their 
minds  the  torch  of  knowledge  was  too 
fully  lit,  to  lead  to  the  dangerous  path  of 
singularity,  into  which  unwary  females 
have  by  its  feeble  glimmering  been  so  oft 
betrayed.  I  can  almost  venture  to  assert,^ 
that  the  blooming  Emma,  at  this  moment, 
manages  the  domestic  economy  of  her  fa- 
ther's house,  with  as  much  prucJencQ  and 
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attivity  as  could  be  expected  from  the 
most  accomplished  female  that  ever  issued 
from  a  genteel  boarding-school: — That  she 
is  as  dutiful,  as  affectionate,  as  obedient  to 
her  parents^  as  if  she  had  never  looked 
into  any  book  but  a  Novel ;  and  will  re- 
gard their  mtoiory  with  ad  much  filial  ve- 
neration, as  if  they  had  never  furnished 
her  mind  wil^  an  idea,  or  taught  her  any 
other  duty^  save  how  to  dr0ss  and  play  at 
cardlp!! 


The  week  that  has  elapsed  since  my 
larrival  at  Violfet-Dale,  has  been  spent  in 
alternate  visits  to  the  sons  and  sons-in- 
law  of  Mr  Denbeigh.  As  the  most  beau- 
tiful symmetry  of  feature  eludes  the  skill 
of  the  paititer,  so  do  the  quiet  satis^ctions 
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of  lifei  ithov^  fiourqes  of  the  truest  plea- 
sure^ 1^  jd^mice  to  tfee  pp w«rs  of  des- 
cription: I  sb^U  tl)*0f^f<ite  of  this  w^k 
xmiy  m^M'iim  9^  Jtitt^e  iacifi^^ty  which 
|>lea4edy  oi  spi^e  qf  its  siitipUqtj^ 

/OjQ  the  WjcoBLcJ  d»y  rafter  o|iir  ;^r(ivid, 
while  Mr.  fsifiA  Miis  P^heigh,  m4 .  ^ 
to¥:e)y  Emmft,  wer^^  i^t^iipg,  with,  ioolpi 
of  coaapJac^en^  ami  ^eHght,  to  th^>  recitiU 
made  by  my  friend  of  some  of  his.  aj^^/^ese- 
tures  in  India,  Mr  Penbeigh  was  inform- 
ed, that  a  person  wanted  to  speak  with 
him. — It  was  a  country-man,  who  being 
by  universal  consent  admitted  into  the 
parlour,  declared  his  business.  It  was, 
to  pay  to  the  old  gentleman  a  small  sum 
of  money,  which,  it  appeared,  had  been 
jbenti  with  little  |)ro£gp^ct  of  TCtura.  .  He 
received  for  19^%  p«mctiial^y  the  ^acou^ 
ragqinent  of  praise;  aisd  Eaicr^.HCibidd^i^ 
arose  £rom  her  embroider}^  to  prieseot  hiia 
some  w4oe  far  himselfi  ao^  swi^t-K^ajkfe  t9 


Uiffi  h^qje  to  Jbts  c^^i^.  '^  poior 
loq^city.    ^'^  Yes/'  3^id  lie  *Q  Mj  Ihn- 

that  Gilbert  Grab  ever  remwif i)^  (Wi6  l?our 
in  any  man's  debt,  after  he  was  able  to 

g(?t  m^  of  *t.    AnA  «5  yqur  boooMx  was  so 

SQff^  t^'flip  in,  lay  JWeejsUy,  qind  l^nt  to 
me  when  no  o^  ^is  w^lil,  it  w^  good 
reason  to  pay  your  honour  first.  But,  per- 
haps, yw  hw^  m%  hp^i^  of  tl^  sty^nge 

^     *^  Mr  l>arBtoy  f   r/epeat«J  Emma,  sus- 
pending ber  yrwk  )to  Usite^. 

«  What  of  Mr  Pwnley  ?"  ^^d  Mr  Deo- 

",Why,  fir,  yw  i»^1^  know/'  said  tijje 
peaaant,  *'  th^it  .old  Bemj^qiin  Grub,  who 
Kvjed  m  OiM  of  Mr  Darnley's  free  cottages, 
to  !irfiom,  I  ;ain  aurc,  both  your  liQnwr  and 
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these  two  good  ladies  hive  given  many 
and  many  a  shilling,  died  on  Friday  was 
eight  days  ;  and^  on  Opening  his  willj  who 
do  you  think'  he  should  have  left  his  sole 
heir,  but  Mt-  Darnley  ?" 

"  What  cotild  the  poor  creatdre  have  to 
leave?"  said  Mrs '  Denbeigh*  "He  was  the 
very  pictur^  of  Wretdiedness."  ■■ 

•  •    > 

*^  Ay,  so  he  kvai^,'*  returned  the  garru- 
lous old  man  ;  "and  that  was  the  very  way 
he  took  to  scrape  together  such  a  mine  of 
wealth.  Would  you  believe  it,  madatn  ?  * 
In  the  very  rags  that  covered  him,  fifty 
golden  guineas  were  concealed,  and  a  hun^ 
dred  more  were  fouiid  in  Kis-  house ;  but 
no  matter  for  that,  if  it  had  been  ten. times 
as  much,  it  all  went  to  Mr  Darnley,  And 
though,  to  be  sUre,  we  could  pot  blame  him 
for  taking  it,  yet  some  of  us  thought  it 
main  hard,  that  while  so  many  of  his  own 
flesh  and  bloody  w^re  in  a  starving  coadi* 
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tion,  all  this  store  pf  wealth  should  go  to 
one  who  had  enough  of  his  own/' 

i 

"  But,  whilst  his  own  relations  left  him 
to  starve,  had  he  not  been  supported  by  Mr 
Darntey's  bounty  ?*"  said  Mr  Denbeigh. 


^  Ay,  that  is  true,"  said  the  peasant ; 
**  but,  as  old  Sara  Grub  qf  the  Mill  says, 
if  any  one  of  us  had  a-known  of  his  wealth, 
we  would  all  have  been  as  kind  to  him  as 
the  'squire.*" 

^*  Mr  Dartiley  ought  certainly  to  have 
made  some  present  to  the  old  man's  rela- 
tions," said  Mr  Denbeigh.  ^*  Ay,  sir,  I 
thought  be  might  ha'  given  some  small 
thing  a,mong  us,"  said  the  peasant,  "  but 
never  could  have  imagined,  that  he  would 
have  behaved  in  the  way  he  did." 

"  Go  on,"  said  Mr  Denbeigb,  knitting  his 
brows. 
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The  cheek  of  Etmna  gvpw  pale :  «fae 
took  up  her  needle,  but  rf^najiiied  ia  the 
attitude  of  attention,  while  the  peasant 
proceeded 

^\  You  must  know,  sir,  tlpat  altfsr  toviqg 
had  a  long  confabulation  with  the  sexton, 
who  is  himself  a  Grub,  the  firi^t  tb^g  the 
'squire  -did,  was^  to  seud  {<H  all  tbe  Gr.^ 
in  the  parisipi,  man  and  woinwi)  to  cpme  to 
the  funeral.  Some  of  us  were  no  mucb 
stomached,  that  we  did  not  much  like  to 
go.  But,  says  I,  though  Benjamin  has 
been  unnatural  to  us,  that  is  bo  reason  that 
we  should  be  ^minatural  to  hiip.  So  we  s^ 
went  yesterday  morning,  ^  the  hour  ap* 
pointed,  and  found  ail  things  prepared  for 
the  funeral — and  a  gallant  funeral  it  w^as ; 
it  would  have  done  good  to  th^  heart  ^ 
any  of  his  friends  to  have  seen  it.  W.bci> 
we  returned  from  the  church-yard,  Mr 
Dartiley,  who  was  himself  chief  mourner, 
desired  us  all  to  go  back  with  him  to  JS^efi'is 
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<ottBige,  where  wine  W2s  poured  out  for  us 
hy  Mr  Damley's  butler^  wlio  is  himself  a 
very  ^aod  gendeman. — When  we  had 
drank  a  glass,  Mr  Damley  got  up,  and 
saiit^"  J^  friends,''  says  he,  "  I  hope 
laoiDe  of  you  will  baT«e  any  cause  to  repent 
4he  choice  made  by  your  kinsman  of  a 
trustee,  far  the  distribution  of  his  pro- 
perty, for  I  cannot  look  upon  his  Will  in 
any  other  light.— ^Here  mc  tweoty  of  you 
present.  Ten  grand-children  of  his  bro- 
t^rs,  anid  as  many  descendants  from  his 
uncles.  To  the  fitst  I  have  allotted  teiSL 
^ineas  each,  to  the  latter  five,  which  dts^ 
pose^  of  the  whole  huiidred  and  iifty 
found  in  his  possession — and  I  hope  it  is  a 
division  witt  which  you  will  all  be  satis- 
^ed/'  We  aU  cried  out  with  one  voice,  that 
bas  honour  was  too  good !  too  generous ! 
that  be  shouldi  at  least,  keep  one  half  to 
iiimself.  "  God  forbid  !''  said  he,  "that  I 
abomld  take  a  fartibing  that  my  conscience 
tokd  me  w^as  the  property  of  another  !'**-- 
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And  he  looked  so  pleased^  and  so  good 
humoured  !  and  we  were  all  so  astounded 
with  delight !  for  your  honour  must  know, 
that  ten  guineas  to  a  poor  man  is  a  mighty 
sum !  Ah !  your  honour  can  have  no  nation 
what  it  is,  when  a  man  has  been  working 
from  hand  to  mouth,  now  scrambling  to 
get  out  of  debt,  and  then  falling  back  into 
poverty — -what  it  is  to  be  at  once,  as  I 
may  say,  set  above  the  world !" 

The  eyes  of  Emma  glistened  with  delight, 
and  the  sweet  tint  of  the  opening  rose-bud 
again  mantled  over  her  lovely  cheel54::;;;3-The 
peasant  continued — 

"  Well,  sir,  we  were  scarcely  coftJe^  to 
bur  senses,  as  I  may  say,  when  Farmer 
Stubble's  cart  came  to  the  door,  with  old 
Martha  Grub  who  kept  the  penny-^school 
on  the  Green  Common^  and  'Who  broke 
her  leg  last  year  on  going  up  to  the  hen- 
roost.    We  had  every  one  of  us  forgotten 
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old  Martha,  but  were  all  willing  to  club 
her  ,  share.  "  No,  po,"  said  the  'squire ; 
"  you  must  all  keep  what  you  have  got, 
it  was  my  fault,  for  not  being  better  in- 
formed;  but  Martha  shall  be  no  loser," 
said  he ;  "I  will  give  her  five  guineas  out 
of  my  own  pocket!" — Who  would  have 
thought  he  would  have  behaved  in  such  a 
manner?" 

'**  It  waj5  indeed  acting  very  handsome- 
ly," said  Mr  Denbeigh, 

"  Noble,  generous  Darnley !"  said  Emma, 
"  It  is  just  what  I  would,  have  expected 
from  him !" 


The  old  man  took  his  leave. — "  And 
pray,"  says  my  friend,  as  soon  as  'he  was 
*  gone,  "  who  is  Mr  Darnley  ?  Is  it  he 
whom  I  well  remember  breaking  down 
your  fences,  in  following  his  fox-hounds  ?" 
'5  No,  np;"  returned  Mr  Dpnbeigh,  "  that 
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was  the  elder  brother  of  this  Danile}% 
who  was  then,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of 
hid  father,  preparing  for  the  Bar.  He  was^ 
as  you  have  just  heard,  too  fond  of  justice, 
to  be  very  partial  to  the  practice  of  the 
law ;  and  on  the  death  of  that  elder  bro* 

ther,  who  broke  his  neck  one  morning  in 

• 

hunting,  he  come  down  to  Damley-Lodge, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided- 

"  He  was  soon  discovered  to  be  a  very 
strange,  whimsical  sort  of  a  creature,  by 
the  neighbouring  'squires.— The  sufferings 
of  a  poor  timorous  animal,  harassed  by 
fatigue,  and  tortured  by  the  agonizing  sen- 
sations of  excessive  fear,  were  not  neces- 
sary  for  his  amusement.  He  could  enjoy 
much  pleasure  in  walking  over  a  fine 
country,  without  being  the  butcher  of 
either  hare  or  partridge ;  and  take  delight 
in  rambling  by  the  side  of  our  river, 
though  his  heart  never  felt  the  .triumph 
of  beholding  the  dying  struggles  of  a  poor 
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trout,  or  exulted  in  its  writhing  agony 
while  tearing  the  barbed  dart  from  its 
lacerated  entrails.  His  mind  sought  for 
other  objects  of  gratification.  The  study 
of  mineralogy  and  botany,  an  exquisite  re- 
lish for  the  beauties  of  nature,  refined  by 
an '  acquaintance  with  the  sister  6rts  of 
poetry  and  painting,  gave  sufficient  inte- 
rest to  the  rural  scenery,  without  any  aid 
froni  the  misery  of  inoffensive  animals. 
To  the  amusements  of  elegant  literature, 
he  has  added  those  of  agricultural  im- 
provement. He  comes  here  to  take  my 
advice  about  the  latter;  and  on  the  for- 
mer, I  believe,  he  Comes  to  consult  Emma, 
who  will  give  you  the  best  account  of  his 
taste.*' 

Emma,  at  that  moment,  very  suddenly 
recollected  something  she  had  left  in  her 
o\Vn  room,  for  which  she  went  in  great 
haste,  and  the  old  gentletnan  proceeded. 
"  At  the  time  that  our  acquaintance  with 
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Mr  Daynley  comnienced,  Emma  wa§  in 
her  seventeenth  year.  He  found  her  min^ 
more  cultivated  th^ii  is  common  with 
girls  of  that  age,  and  took  delight  in  im- 
proving her  already  fort^^d  taste.  His 
conversation  \vas  far  superior,  in  ppint  of 
elegance  and  information,  to  that  of  any 
person  she  had  ever  met  \yith;  besides,  it 
must  be  confessed,  that  th^re  is  a  charm 
in  the  manners  of  a  man  who  has  $een 
something  of  the  world,  and  been  accus- 
tomed to  move  in  the  upper  circles  of  life, 
which  is  very  captivating  to  a  delicate 
mind.  I  saw  the  impr^ssiop  that  was 
made  on  my  poor  Emma's,  aiu}  trembled 
for  the  peace  of  my  siwei^t  c^ild.  I  fear- 
ed, that  by  acquiring  a  taste  for  that  sort 
of  .refinement  of  sentiment  and  manners, 
which  is  so  rarely  to  be.  met  with  in  the 
country,  she  might  injure  her  future  hap- 
piness. I  know  not  if  Darnley  perceived 
my  uneasiness,  but  he  soon  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  to  me  on  the  subject* 
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He  told  Qie,  that  his  afFeciion  for  my 
daughter  should  long  ago  have  led  him  to 
make  proposals  to  me  on  her  account,  but 
that  the  disparity  of  their  ages  had  ren* 
dered  him  anxious  to  make  such  an  interest 
in  her  esteem,  as  might  supply  the  place 
of  that  romantic  passion,  which,  during 
the  reign  of  fancy,  is  deemed  essential  to 
nuptial  happiness.  I  approved  of  his  con- 
duct, and  told  him,  that,  in  Regard  to  my 
daughters,  I  had  laid  down  a  rule  to  which 
I  had  invariably  adhered,  and  that  was, 
.  never  to  give  my  consent  to  their  entering 
into  any  engageftient,  before  they  had  en- 
tered their  twentieth  year." 

"  Then  you  did  not  intend  they  should 
marry  nabobs,'*  said  my  friend.  "  Why, 
ive  Indians  never  think  of  any  thing  be* 
yond  sixteen." 

"  Then  you  do  not  think  of  the  bless- 
ing of  mutual  happiness/*  said  his  father. 

VOL.  II.  V 
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"  Why  not  ?•'  returned  my  frieiid.  *'  Wc 
think  of  happiness  in  the  possession  of 
youth  and  beauty ;  and  our  young  wives 
think  of  it  in  the  enjoytnent  of  our  for- 
tunes.— Is  not  this  being  mutually  happy?" 
^^  Short-lived  happiness ! ''  rejoined  his  fa- 
ther, -^  which  is  certainly  extinguished  by 
satiety,  and  probably  succeeded  by  disgust. 
— ^The  first  sight  sympathy  of  souls/'  con- 
tinued Mr  Denbeigh,  ^^  is  laughed  at  by 
any  well  educated  girl ;  but  such  an  union 
of  minds  as  includes  a  similarity  of  taste 
and  sentiment;  such  a  degree  of  este^im 
as  is  essential  to  iinutual  confidence,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  absolutely  necessary  between 
two  people,  who  are  to  be  bound  in  part- 
nership for  life,  And  is  a  girl  of  sixteen 
a  proper  judge  of  the  qualities  necessary 
for  such  an  union  ?" — "  But,  if  J  mistake 
not,"  returned  my  friend,  "  the  age  of  Mr 
Darnley  very  nearly  doubles  that  of  my 
sister."  "  True,"  replied  the  old  gentle- 
m^ ;  ^^  but  Mr  Darnley  does  not  marry 
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Emma  merely  on  account  of  her  pretty 
face.  Neither  does  she  bestow  her  aiFec- 
tions  on  his  fortune.  The  tender  friend^ 
ship  that  already  subsists  between  them, 
is  cemented  by  esteem  for  real  virtues. 
If  it  had  been  otherwise,  it  is  not  Mr 
Darnley 's  fortune  (though  far  beyond  what 
a  child  of  mine  is  by  any  means  entitled 
to)  that  should  have  tempted  me  to  wit- 
ness the  sacrifice  of  her  future  peace." 

Here  the  good  gentleman  was  interrupted 
by  the  entrance  of  this  very  Mr  Darnley, 
who  had  come  to  pay  his  compliments  to 
the  family,  on  the  arrival  of  my  friend. 
His  noble  aspect  and  graceful  manner,  apr 
parently  justified  all  that  had  been  said  in 
his  favour;  and  the  sweet  blushes  that 
spread  themselves  over  the  countenance 
of  the  fair  maiden,  on  unexpectedly  be^ 
holding  him — told,  that  the  old  gentleman 
had  not  been  wrong  in  his  conjectures, 
concerning  the  state  of  her  heart. 
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But  what  does  Maandaara  think  of  the 
doctrine  of  Mr  Dcnbeigh?  Not  suflfer  a 
daughter  to  enter  into  an  engagement  of 
marriage  before  she  is  twenty !— Twenty ! 
-~why  twenty  is  old  enough  for  a  grand- 
mother ! — I  fear  the  reasonings  of  Mr  Den* 
beigh  would  make  as  few  converts  in  Hin- 
doostan,  as  in  the  English  seminaries, 
where  young  ladies  are  genteelly  educated^ 


i,'i   '    '■    'M  'gggg 


We  have  just  returned  from  spending 
the  day  with  the  eldest  daughtfsr  of  Mr 
Penbeigh. 

V 

The  company  assembled  were  numerous 
and  gay,  and  the  entertainment  given 
them  by  the  merchant,  was  at  once  sub- 
stantial and  splendid.-^I  should  not,  how- 
ever, have  thought  of  mentioning  it,  but 
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for  the  sake  of  one  of  the  guests^  whose 
behaviour  will  give  yott  some  idea  of  the 
manners  and  conversation  of  such  people  of 
«/yfe  as  are  suffered  to  go  abroad  after  the 
loss  of  their  senses. — When  such  people 
visit,  they  make  use  of  the  company  a» 
their  Cbubdars;*  and  always  keep  them 
AV^ting  for  their  appearance  such  a  length 
of  time,  as  may  give  them  sufiicient  op- 
portunity for  discussing  their  birth,  titles, 
and  situation*  This  lady  was  accordingly 
announced,  before  her  appearance,  to  be 
the  wife  of  a  recruiting  officer,  and  fif- 
teenth cousin  to  an  Irish  Lord— a  circum* 
stance^  of  which  we  might  have  remained 
in  ignorance,  had  she  arrived  at  the  same 
time  with  the  rest  of  the  company. 

When  she  entered,  the  height  of  the 
chourte  that  adoi*ned  her  head ;  the  length 

*  The  servant  whose  business  it  is  to  proclaim  the 
4ilfe9;     ^ 


310 


of  the  train  of  silk  which  followed  her 
into  the  room,  and  which  did  not  disdain 
to  wipe  the  feet  of  the  gentlemen ;  the 
scanty  size  of  the  veil  of  modesty,  which 
covered,  or  rather,  which  did  not  cover 
her  bosom  ;  the  quickness  <^  her  step,  the 
undaunted  assurance  of  her  mein— all  spoke 
the  consciousness  of  her  own  superiority. 
I  listened  to  her  conversation  with  the 
most  respectful  attention,  till  she  mention- 
ed a  circumstance,  that  at  once  struck  me 
with  astonishment  and  horror.  ^^  London," 
she  said,  ^^  was  now  become  quite  a  desert, 
not  a  single  being  remained  in  town." 
"  Ix)ndon  !"  repeated  I.  "  London !  that 
populous  city,  which  was  late  the  residence 
of  so  many  hundred  thousand  people ;  is  it 
possible,  that  it  can  so  suddenly  have  been 
rendered  desolate  ?"  "  Lard  bless  me,"  re- 
turncid  the  lady,  "  every  body  knows  that 
there  is  not  at  this  time  a  single  creature 
in  London  :  and  so  I  told  the  Captain  be- 
fore  we  went,  but  he  would  go,  and  staid 
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whole  ten  days  ;  you  never  knew  any 
thing  so  honrid !  Not  one  creature  was  to 
be  seen/* 

"  Horrid,  indeed/'  repeated  I..  ^*  Alas  ! 
poor  Doctor  Severan,  what,  in  the  general 
calamity,  is  become  of  him?"  A  smile 
which  sat  upon  the  faces  of  the  company^ 
and  a  look  of  compassion  with  which  the 
benevolent  Mr  Denbeigh  at  that  moment 
seemed  to  regard  my  informer,  made  me 
suspect  her  insanity ;  and  she,  indeed,  said 
enough  afterwards  fully  to  confirm  my  sus- 
picion. 

Poor  thing  !  she  was  so  incapable  of 
concealing  her  misfortiihe — that  she  seem- 
ed to  pique  herself  on  having  fainted  at 
the  sight  of  a  red  gown  in  the  month  of 
July,  a  convincing  proof  that  she  was  not 
then  in  the  possession  of  her  understand- 
ing.— The  derangement  of  her  faculties, 
^ay>  perhaps,  be  accounted  for^  from  the 
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>nwy  frights,  and  shacks  she  lias  met  with 
in  a  cQuatry  town,  where  her  husband  is 
unfortunately  quartered. 

"  The  frights,''  she  $ai4  **  came  to.  visit 
her,  and  some  of  their  heads  were  so  hideous^ 
that  she  thought  she  should  have  died  at 
Xhf^  9ight"  No  wonder  that  such  a  circunif- 
stance  should  have  prpduced  fatal  effects 
upo^  a  feeble  mind.  Like  most  people 
who  labour  under  this  sort  of  delirium,  she 
was  altogether  unconscious  of  her  unhappy 
situation,  and  really  seemed  to  enjoy  a 
fancied  pre-eminence  over  the  daughters  of 
Mr  Denbeigh,  and  many  other  females  of 
sound  mindi  who  were  assembled  upon 
this  occasion.  ^^  Alas !  poor  lady/'  said  I 
t^  myself,  how  pitiable  is  thy  sU^uation! 
^ow  much  mare  would  it  have  been  to 
thy  advantagCi  to  have  possessed  one  grain 
of  the  good  senise  of  these  ami^Ie  females, 
whom  thy  folly  holds  in  such  derision, 
than    to   have   been   cousin   to   all   the 
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lords  in  Christendom !  Had  not  thy  ma- 
lady brought  blindness  to  thine  eyes,  thou 
mightest,  doubtless,  have  beheld  in  the 
streets  of  London,  thousands,  and  ten 
thousands  of  thy  superiors  in  the  scale  of 
hiuiQan  excellence !"— But  thus  it  is,  that 
the  dust  of  foUy  which  is  shaken  into  the 
eyas  by  the  hand  of  affectation,  produces 

the  faJi^e  percejitioti  of  objects. 

% 

May  we  have  our  eyes  enlightened  by 
the  Colly rium*  of  judgment — so  shall  we 
be  able  to  obaerve  ourselves  in  the  mirror 
of  truUil. 


*  CoUyrium.  Crude  Antimony^  and  sometimes  lead- 
ore  ground  to  an  impalpable  powder,  which  the  people 
of  India  put  iolQ  their  eyes,  by  means  of  a  polished  wire. 
They  &Bcy  it  dears  the  si^it,  and  increases  the  lustre 
of  the  eye. 
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I  HAVE  had  the  unexpected  satis£icttoti 
of  beholding  the  sister  of  my  first  £nglish 
friend.  Yes,  Maandaara,  Charlotte  Percy 
is  now  the  guest  of  Mr  Denbeigh,  and  you 
may  judge  how  much  such  a  circumstance 
has  augmented  the  pleasure  of  Zaarmilla. 

I  did  not  till  lately  discover,  that  Motley 
farm  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Violet- 
dale,  and  not  many  hours  elapsed  after  the 
discovery,  till,  in  company  with  Denbeigh 
and  his  sister  Emma,  I  went  to  visit  the 
late  residence  of  the  benevblent  old  man, 
whose  character  is  still  spoken  of  -in  this 
neighbourhood,  in  terms  of  respect,  grati- 
tude, and  affection.  The  weather  was  se- 
rene and  temperate,  such  as  at  Almora  wc 
frequently  enjoy  in  the  depth  of  winter ; 
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it  was  what  is  here  called  a  fine  autumnal 
morning.  The  trees,  which  were  so  lately 
clothed  in  the  livery  of  the  Mussulman  Pro- 
phet, have  now  assumed  a  greater  variety 
of  colouring — ^while  some  have  had  their 
green  coats  changed  into  the  sober  tint  of 
the-  cinnamon  ;  and  others  have  taken  the 
tawny  hue  of  the  orange.  The  leaves  of 
many,  whicli,  like  ungracious  children,  had 
forsaken  their  parent  stem,  rustled  in  our 
path.  Of  all  the  vocal  inhabitants  of  the 
woods,  one  little  bird  alone,  like  the  faith^ 
fill  friend  who  reserves  his  services  for 
the  hour  of  adversity,  sitting  on  the  half- 
stripped  boughs,  raised  the  soft  note  of 
consolation  to  the  deserted  grove. 

Emma,  who  was  our  conductress,  said 
she  would  take  us  by  the  private  road, 
which  had  been  a  few  years  ago  made  by 
Mr  Moriey  and  her  father,  to  facilitate  the 
intercourse  of  their  families.  We  soon 
arrived   where   the   wooden   bridge    had 
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stood ;  but,  alas !  it  was  now  no  longer 
passable.  A  few  of  its  planks  half  floated 
on  the  stream — the  rest  had  been  carried 
away  by  the  farmer,  to  make  up  a  breach 
in  the  fence.  '^  Ah  1"  said  Emma,  ^^  could 
poor  Mr  Morley  now  see  that  bridge! — 
but  do  not  mention  it  to  my  father.  I 
know  how  it  would  vex  him  to  hear  of  it** 
We  proceeded  on  another  rc^d,  and,  at  the 
distance  of  a  few  paces  from  the  house,  we 
met  with  a  second  disappointment.  At* 
tempting  to  open  a  small  gate  that  led  to 
the  front  door  of  the  house,  a  little  boy 
came  out  to  tell  us  that  it  had  been  nailed 
up,  and  that  we  must  go  through  the  yard 
where  the  cattle  were  feeding. 

Emma  begged  we  might  proceed  no 
farther,  and  we  were  about  to  comply 
with  her  request,  when  the  wife  of  the 
person  who  now  rents  the  farm  came  to  us. 
"  Ah  !  how  glad  Miss  Percy  will  be  to  see 
you^  Hiss  1"  cried  she.     ^^  I  did  not  think 
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that  my  son  could  have  been  back  from 
the  Dale  so  soon/' 

"  Miss  Percy  f  said  Emma.  "  What  of 
Miss  Percy  ?  When  did  you  hear  of  her  ?" 

"  Did  you  not  know  that  she  came  here 
yesterday  ?"  returned  the  woman.  "  She 
sent  a  letter  to  let  you  know  that  she  in* 
tended  going  over  to  the  Dale  to-night. 

"  Sent  a  letter  !'*  returned  £mma.  "  Char- 
lotte used  not  to  be  so  ceremonious.' 
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"Indeed  she  is  not  what  she  used  to 
be,**  returned  the  farmer's  wife,  "  She  is 
so  melancholy,  that  I  never  saw  the  like. 
Soon  after  she  came,  yesterday  evening, 
she  went  out  to  the  garden,  qjid,  would 
you  believe  it  ?  the  sight  of  the  potatoes 
my  husband  planted  in  the  place  my  old 
master  used  to  call  his  Velvet  Walk,  and 
which  he  used  to  have  mown  every  week. 
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(though  the  grass  was  good  for  nothing, 
to  be  sure,  but  to  be  swept  away  as  if  it 
had  been  rubbish),  and  where  he  used  to 
sit  of  an  evening  in  the  queer-looking 
chair,  that  now,  when  it  is  turned  upside 
down,  does  so  well  for  a  hay-rack  for  the 
young  calves ;  would  you  believe  it,  her 
eyes  filled  with  tears  at  the  very  sight  of 
it  ?  Now,  what  could  make  any  one  cry  at 
the  sight  of  a  good  crop  of  potatoes^ tis 
more  than  I  can  imagine.  But,  says  my 
husband,  don't  you  see  that  it  is  being  so 
very  lonely  that  makes  Miss  so  melan- 
choly ?  So  I  went  to  her,  and  though  she 
said  she  liked  to  be  lonely,  I  would  not 
leave  her  to  herself  the  whole  evening." 

"  Your  company  would  be  a  great  relief 
to  her  spirits,  to  be  sure,"  said  Denbeigb. 

"  Yes,  for  certain,"  returned  the  good 
woman,  "  though  she  took  on  a  little  still 
And  when  she  went  into  the   paddock. 
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where. the  little  poney  that  Mr  Morley 
used  to  ride  abotit  the  farm  now  runs,  La ! 
see 'Miss,  says  I,  if  there  is  not  your  uncle's 
poney;  I  dare  to  say  it  knows  you.  She 
held  out  her  hand,  and  called  it  by  its 
name,  and,  would  you  believe  it?^  it  no 
sooner  heard  her  voice  than  it  came  scam- 
pering up. — Poor  Mopsy,  said  she,  as  she 
stroaked  its  ears,  and  again  the  tears  came 
into  her  eyes.  She  turned  away,  but  the 
beast  still  followed  her,  neighing,  till  we 
came  to  the  gate.  She  then  so  begged  me 
to  leave  her  for  a  few  minutes,  th&t  I 
went  on  the  other  side  of  the  hedge,  and 
saw  her  go  back  to  poor  Mopsy,  and  laying 
her  hand  upon  its  head,  as  it  h^ld  it  out  for 
her  to  stroak — she  burst  into  tears.  Dear 
heart,  says  I,  Miss,  don't  take  on  so ;  my 
husband  will  buy  you  a  surer-footed  beast 
than  Mopsy,  at  any  market  in  the  country, 
for  £ve  pounds. 


320 


''  Poor  Charlotte !"  said  Emma :  '*  but 
why  did  sh^  expose  herself  to  this  torture  ?" 
The  good  woman  stared  at  Emma,  who 
declined  listening  to  any  more  of  her  con- 
versation ;  but,  demanding  which  way  her 
cousin  had  walked,  she  hastily  requested 
us  to  follow. 

■ 

"  How  nicely  this  gravel  walk  used  to 
be  kept !"  said  Emma  (as  we  walked  along) 
"  and  see  how  it  is  now  destroyed.  These 
shrubs  too,  so  broken  down  by  the  cattle, 
how  the  good  old  Mr  Morley  used  to 
delight  himself  in  taking  care  t>f  them! 
He  is  gone !  and,  alas !  how  quickly  are 
the  favourite  objects  of  his  attention  likely 
to  perish ! — But  the  remembrance  of  his 
virtues  shall  not  thus  fall  into  oblivion. — 
No  !"  continued  the  lovely  moralist ;  "  the 
trees  he  has  plated  may  be  cut  down  by 
isordid  avarice;  and  the  hand  of  brutish 
stupidity  may  root  out  the  flowers  of  his 
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garden ;  but  his  deeds  of  benevolence  and 
charity  shall  be  held  in  everlastinff  remem- 
brance !" 

# 

We  were  now  arrived  at  the  gat?  of  a 
meadow,  which  was  almost  encircled  by 
the  stream.  A  narrow  path  winded  through 
the  plantation  of  young  trees  that  orna- 
mented its  banks. — At  the  root  of  one  of 
these  trees,  I  perceived  a  small  bright 
object  glittering  in  the  rays  of  the  sun.  .  I 
apprpached  it,  and  found  some  leaves  of 
ivory,  fastened  by  a  silver  clasp,  which,  on 
touching  it,  flew  open,  and  discovered  the 
hand-writing  of  Miss  Percy.  "  It  is 
Charlotte's  tablets,"  cried  Emma.  "  It  was 
in  these  she  used  to  sketch  the  effusions 
of  her  fancy,  on  any  subject  that  occurred. 
— It  is  still  so,"  continued  she,  turning 
over  the  leaves.  *^  Here  is  some  poetry-^ 
she  cannot  think  it  any  breach  of  faith  to 
read  it."    "  Read  it  then,"  said  her  brqther, 
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She  complied,  and  read  as  follows 

Why»  Shades  of  Morley !  will  you  not  impart 
Some  consolation  to  my  grief-vf  ora  mind  ? 

'i%i  your  delightful  scenes^  my  sinking  heart 
Had  hop'd  the  sweets  of  wonted  peace  to  finc|. 

Dear  scenes  of  sweet  content,  and  careless  ease» 
Where  in  unchanging  bliss  the  seasons  roUM ; 

Where  winter'«  storm>  or  summer^s  genial  breeze,^ 
Could  some  peculiar  beauty  still  unfold. 

The  charmer  hope  then  perch'd  on  every  bough. 
And  sung  of  friendship  true,  and  love  sincere; 

While  fancy  twin'd  her  wreath  round  youth's  fair 
brow. 
And  memory's  annals  mark'd  no  transient  tear. 

But  now — the  pharmer  hope  is  heard  no  more ! 

Gone  are  my  youth's  lov'd  friends ; — for  ever 
gone ! 
The  dear  delusive  dreams  of  bliss  are  o'er. 

And  all  fair  fancy's  airy  train  is  flown ! 

Sad  memory  now  must  these  lov'd  haunts  invade 
With  the  dark  forms  of  many  a  heart-felt  grief. 
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With  bosom'd  sorrows,  silent  as  this  shade. 
Sorrows  from  (eqi^t  time  that  scorn  relief. 

As  to  each  well  known  object  mem'ry  clings. 
She  bids  the  tear  of  deep  regret  to  flow ; 

To  every  former  scene  of  bliss  she  brings 
The  throb  of  anguish,  and  the  sigh  of  woe. 

As  she  retraces  every  blissfol  hour. 

Here  spent  with  cheerful  hope,  and  youthful  joy, 
Hope  lost !  joy  gone  for  ever ; 

The  tears  which  had  fallen  on  the  re- 
maining lines  had  rendered  them  totally 
illegible.  Those  which  suffused  the  blue' 
eyes  of  the  gentle  Emma,  stopt  her  utter- 
ance {  she  hastily  put  the  tablets  in  her 
pocket — and  we  proceeded  in  silence. 

In  a  spot  that  was  peculiarly  sheltered 
by  a  row  of  beeches,  whose  leaves  have 
now  assumed  the  colour  of  the  dried  cin- 
namon,  stood   the  remains  of  an  arbour, 
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which  had  once  been  covered  with  the 
most  beautiful  creepers  this  ungenial  cli- 
mate can  produce,  but  which,  unsupport- 
ed, now  fell  upon  the  ground  :  no  bad  em- 
blem of  the  mind  of  their  former  mistress, 
who  sat  at  the  entrance  of  the  arbour,  on 
the  trunk  of  a  fallen  tree.  Her  counte- 
nance wore  the  traces  of  melancholy,  but 
the  manner  in  which  she  received  the  salu- 
tations of  my  friends,  shewed  that  her 
heart  was  still  capable  of  the  most  animat- 
ed affection.  Me  too  she  received  with 
kindness ;  though  the  ideas  associated 
Avith  my  appearance  gave  a  perceptible 
emotion  to  her  already  agitated  spirits. 
She  made  an  e|Fort  to  banish  the  melan- 
choly ideas  which  had  of  late  been  so  fa- 
miliar to  her  mind  ;  and  having  satisfied 
Emma  as  to  the  reasons  that  induced  her 
to  stop  at  Morley  farm,  she  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesced in  her  proposal  of  returning  with 
us  to  Violet-dale,  where  she  was  received 
with  the  cordial  welcome  of  sincere  affec- 
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tion ;  and  where,  in  the  happiness  of  her 
friends,  her  own  sorrows  appear  to  be  for- 
gotten. 


In  this  temple  of  domestic  bliss,  the 
flight  of  time  has  been  so  imperceptible, 
that  a  whole  week,  which  has  elapsed 
since  I  laid  down  my  pen,  appears  but  as 
a  day. 

We  know  that  one  of  the  fourteen  pre- 
cious things  which  were  produced  in  the 
churning  of  the  ocean,  was  a  learned  phy- 
sician ;  but  which  of  the  sages  of  the  tribe 
of  Vaidya  ever  contrived  a  remedy  of  such 
approved  efficacy,  as  the.  conversation  of  a 
faithful  and  judicious  friend  ? 
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Such  a  one  bai  Miss  Percy  experienced 
in  the  father  of  Denbeigh.  He  has  already 
convinced  her,  that  the  indulgence  of  me- 
lancholy, instead  of  being  an  ami^le  weak- 
ness, rather  deserving  of  admiration  than 
censure,  is,  in  reality,  equally  selfish  and 
sinful.  It  is,  he  says,  the  height  of  ingra- 
titude to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  peevishly 
to  refuse  the  enjoyment  of  the  many  bless- 
ings that  are  left  us,  because  we  are  de- 
prived of  a  few,  which  were  in  their  very 
matures  perishable. — "  But,  alas  !"  replied 
Miss  Percv,  "  what  is  left  to  those  whose 
earliest  and  dearest  friends  have  beea 
snatched  from  them  by  the  hand  of 
death?'' 

\ 

"  Much  is  left  to  all,"  re|>lied  Mr  Den- 
beigh.  "  No  one,  who  enjoys  tbe  btesssngs 
of  health,  and  a  peaceful  cottsciience,  can, 
without  ingi*atitude,  repine.  The  proper 
discbarge  of  the  duties  of  life  is  a  source  of 
happiness  to  every  well  regulated  mind." 
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"  But  bow  circumsCTibjed  are  the  limits 
of  those  duties  to  a  female,  who  has  no 
longier  any  parent  to  attend  on ;  no  &mtly 
to.  manage ;  no  fortune  to  bestow  in  deeds 
of  charity;  and  who  has  it  little  in  her 
power  to  be  useful,  even  to  a  friend  ?" 

"  And  is  the  gift  of  reason  then  no- 
thing  ?'^  retorted  Mr  Denbeigh.  "  And 
aje  the  powers  of  the  mind  to  lie  dormant, 
because,  forsooth,  you  have  not  <now  the 
management  of  a  family  ?  or  the  exercise 
of  the  benevcdent  affections  to  be  given 
up,  because  you^  have  not  a  fortune  to 
build  alms-houses  ?  These  are  the  mere 
subterfuges  of  indolence.  Believe  me,  my 
dear  Charlotte,^  that  whoever  seriously  re^ 
solves  not  to  suflfer  any  opportunity  of 
benefiting  a  fellow^ci?eature  to  pass  unem- 
ployed, will  fiiKl,  that  the  powder  of  doing 
good  is  not  drtumseribed  within  very  nar- 
row limits. 
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"Why  (let  me.ask  you  farther)  should 
your  mind,  cultivated  as  it  has  been  by 
education,  and  improved  by  listening  to 
the  conversation  of  the  enlightened  and 
judicious  ;  why  should  it  not  exert  its 
powers,  not  only  for  your  own  entertain- 
ment, but  for  the  instruction,  or  innocent 
amusement  of  others  ?" 

"  Ah !  sir,"  returned  Charlotte,  "  you 
know  how  female  writers  are  looked  down 
upon.  The  women  fear,  and  hate;  the 
men  ridicule,  and  dislike  them/' 

■ 

"  This  may  be  the  case  with  the  mere 

mob,  who  redeive  every  ptejud^  upon 
trust,"  rejoined  Mr  Denbeigh }  "  but  if 
the  simplicity  of  your  character  remains 
unchanged — if  the  virtues  of  your  heart 
receive  no  alloy  from  the  vanity  of^ author- 
ship ;  trust  me,  my  dear  Charlotte,  you 
will  not  be  the  less  dear  to  any  friend 
that  is  deserving  of  your  love,  for  having 
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employed  your  leisure  hours  in  a  way  that 
is  both  innocent  and  rational." 

Thus  did  this  venerable  old  man  per- 
suade* Miss  Percy  to  reconcile  her  mind 
to  the  evils  of  her  destiny,  and,  by  the 
exertion  of  activity^  to  seek  the  road  to 
contentment.  Nor  has  his  attention  been 
confined  to  her.  Me  also,  he  has  honour- 
ed with  much  of  his  instructive  conversa- 
tion. He  has  been  particularly  solicitous 
to  know  my  opinions  concerning  all  that 
I  have  seen  in  England ;  and  expecting 
to  reap  advantage  from  his  observations, 
I  have  put  into  his  hands  a  copy  of  all  my 
letters  to  you.  These  it  was  easy  for  me 
to  give  in  English;  it  having  been  my 
custom  to  write  down  such  conversations 
as  I  intended  to  recite  to  you,  in  that  lan- 
guage, and  after  having  given  it  to  some 
English  friend  to  revise,  have  from  the 
corrected  copy  made  the  translations  in- 
tended for  your  use. 
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Mr  Denbeigh  was  much  entertained 
with  my  account  of  the  philosophers,  but 
said,  "  if  it  was  known  in  England,  people 
would  think  that  I  intended  to  turn  philo- 
sophy itself  into  ridicule/'  Thus  it  if  that 
the  designs  of  authors  are  mistaken  !  Per- 
haps this  is  not  the  only  passage  in  my 
letters  that  might,  to  an'  English  reader, 
appear  to  be  absurd. — Happily  they  will 
never  be  exposed  to  any  eye,  save  that  of 
my  friend. — It  is  therefore  sufficient,  if  to 
him  they  convey  a  picture  of  the  truth, 
such  as  it  appears  to  the  mind  of  Zaarmilla. 

I  have  already  hinted  my  astonishment 
at  the  number  of  new  books  that  are  every 
year  produced  in  England ;  but,  now  that 
I  know  what  these  books  have  to  encoun- 
ter, before  they  fight  their  way  into  the 
World,  my  astonishment  is  increased  ten- 
fold !  Many  and  various  are  the  evils  which 
these  poor  adventurers  have  to  encounter. 
Besides   the  smarting,   though  superficial 
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wouiids,  which  they  may  expect  to  receive 
from  the  small-shot  of  the  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen genteelly  educated^  who  call  every 
thing  stupid  that  is  beyond  the  limits  of 
their  slender  comprehensions,  they  have  to 
sustain  the  hea*cy  blows  of  those  who  cut 
down  every  thing  as  nonsense^  that  swerves 
from  the  beaten  track  over  which  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  trot.  Should 
they  be  endowed  with  sufficient  strength 
to  survive  the  attack  of  both  these  adver- 
sarieS)  they  have  still  to  pass  before  the 
formidable  phalanx  of  Reviewers ;  each  of 
whom,  like  the  mighty  Carticeya,*  bran- 
dishes  in  his  hundred  arms  a  hundred 
instruments  of  destruction.     These  tcrri- 


*  The  Hindoo  God  of  War.  He  is  represented  with 
six  faces,  and  a  number  of  bands,  in  each  of  which  he 
brandishes  a  weapon.  He  rides  upon  a  peacock,  and  is 
usually  found  in  company  with  bis  mother  Parvati,  or 
the  Mountain  Goddess,  one  of  the  characters  of  the  con- 
sort of  Seeva.     See  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  ii. 
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ble  Genii  are  said  to  judgei  of  books  by 
the  smell,  and  when  that  has  happened  to 
be  offensive  to  their  nostrils,  have  been 
known,  by  one  well-aimed  dart,  to  transfix 
an  unfortunate  book  to  the  shelves  of  the 
booksellers'  shops  for  even  But  with  the 
powerful  is  found  mercy.  Instead  of  the 
dread  weapons  of  war^  these  imitators  of 
the  sons  of  the  mountain-born  Goddess, 
sometimes  condescend  gently  to  tickle  the 
trembling  adventurer  with  a  feather  pluck- 
ed from  the  plumage  of  the  peacock. 

Ah !  if  ever  friend  of  Zaarmilla's  ven- 
ture to  send  forth  a  book  into  the  world, 
may  it  find  these  terrible  Reviewers  in  this 
favourable  mood !  May  its  perfume  be 
pleasing  to  their  nostrils,  and  its  form  find 
favour  in  their  sight ! ! 
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I  HAVE  just  received  a  letter  from  my 
friend  Severan ;  it  contains  the  desirable 
information,  that  a  ship  will  in  a  few 
weeks  sail  for  India — the  commander  of 
which  is  his  particular  friend.  In  it  I  shall 
take  my  passage ; — and  if  the  powerful 
Varuna  is  favourable  to  my  prayers,  shall, 
in  the  progress  of  a  few  returning  m€)ons, 
again  behold  the  blessed  shl:)res  of  Hin- 
doostan.  O  thought  replete  with  extacy  ! 
How  does  the  bosom  of  Zaarmilla  pant  for 
the  period  of  thy  realization  ! — Yet  shall  I 
not  purchase  that  felicity, .  without  having 
paid  the  debt  of  anguish,  in  many  a  tear. 
Before  my  eyes  can  be  solaced  by  behold- 
ing  the  companions  of  my  youth,  they 
must  have  been  moistened  with  the  sorrow 
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of  an  eternal  separation  from  every  Engr 
lish  friend. 

« 

From  this  amiable  family,  from  the  wor- 
thy Denbeigh,  and  the  excellent  Severan, 
I  shall  have  been  parted  for  ever. — But 
the  remembrance  of  their  virtues  shall  be 
the  companions  of  my  life ;  and  the  idea 
of  their  happiness  shall  solace  every  hour 

of  my  existence. 

f 

Nothing  can  equal  the  delight  of  my 
friend  Severan,  at  the  success  of  his  ex- 
periment; which  has  opened  a  new  field 
for  discovery,  of  which  he  will  not  be  slow 
to  take  possession.  It  is  a  peculiar  ad- 
vantage attendant  upon  science,  that  the 
gratification  it  affords  is  not  more  delight-! 
ful  to  the  individual,  than  beneficial  to 
society ;  and  it  is  this  consideration  that 
enhances  every  enjoyment  of  the  scientific 
philosopher. 
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I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  this  sort  of 
philosophy  is  more  favourable  to  the  hap- 
piness of  his  votaries,  than  that  sort  pro- 
fessed at  Ardent-Hall ;  but  this  may  be 
owing  to  the  advantages  eiyoyed  by  the 
former,  of  a  happier  method  of  conducting 
their  experiments*  It  certainly  does  not 
arise  in  the  latter  from  any  want  of  zeal, 
or  from  a  backwardness  to  repeat  experi- 
ments, that  have  already  beep  found  un- 
successfuL  As  a  proof  of  this,  my  friend 
Seyeran  informs  me,  that  Mr  Axiom  has 
persuaded  Miss  Ardent  to  accompany  him 
to  the  Continent,   on  an  experiment  of 

» 

abstract  principley  which,  he  says,  "  should 
put  a  learned  &male  above  the  censure  of 
the  world.''  ity  friend  seems  to  doubt 
whether  the  result  of  this  experiment  will 
bring  peace  to  the  poor  lady's  bosom  ;  and 
.adds,  "  that  it  would  be  no  less  surprising, 
to  see  the  flame  of  the  taper  brighten  on 
being  plunged  into  mephitic  air,  than  that 
a  female,  who  bids  defiance  to  modesty 


\ 
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and  decorum;  should  preserve  her  honour^ 
and  her  peace." 

Miss  Ardent  has  resigned  her  charge  of 
the  younger  daughter  of  Sir  Caprice,  to 
Lady  Grey.  The  eldest  daughter  of  the 
Baronet,  the  Novel-reading  Julia,  has,  it 
seems,  suffered  much  from  the  unexpected 
metamorphosis  of  a  charming  swain ;  who, 
soon  after  he  had  introduced  himself  to 
her  acquaintance,  as  a  herp  of  exalted  sen- 
timent and  tender  sensibility,  was  unfortu- 
nately recognized  by  certain  sagacious 
men,  from  a  place*  called  Bow-street,  to  be 
one  of  the  tribe  of  swindlers.  The  disco- 
very gave  such  a  shock  to  ,^. the  nerves  of 
the  young  lady,  that  she  fias  been  ordered 
to  a  place  called  Bath,  for  the  recovery  of 
her  health.  Thither  l^er  father  and  mo- 
ther have  accompanied  her ;  and  there  the 
former,  at  the  instigation  of  a  teacher  of  a 
sect  called  Methodists,  has  renounced  the 
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Poojah  of  System ;  and,  instead  of  build- 
ing a  house  for  sparrows  to  make  honey, 
he  now  intends  to  erect  a  <;hurch  for  the 
edification  of  the  saints.     Thus  doth  one 

m 

foUy  .succeed  to  another,  in  the  breast  of 
him  who  is  void  of  ail  permanent  princi- 
ple i — May  the  mind  of  Maandaara  be 
furnished  >by  Ganesa  with  the  protecting 
shield  of  judgment,  and  preserved  from 
the  evils  of  instability ! 


As.  this  letter* will  be  sent  by  a  small 
vessel  called  a  Packet,  which  carries  dis- 
patches from  this  government  to  the  coun- 
cil of  Calcutta,  it  will  probably  reach  the 
happy  region  of  Almora  some  weeks  before 
thy  friend. 

VOL.  II.  y 
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I  anticipate  the  comments  which  thou 
wilt  make  upon  its  .contents.  Thou  wilt 
observe,  that  to  extend  our  knowledge  of 
the  world,  is,  but  to  become  acquainted 
with  new  modes  of  pride,  yasiity,  and 
folly. .  Thou  wilt  perceive  that  in  Europe, 
^  in  A^id)  an  affected  singularity  ofte^ 
passes  for  superior  wisdom  ;  bold  assertion 
for  truth;  and  sickly  fastidipusnesa  ibr 
true  delicacy  of  sentimenL  Thou  wilt  aee 
that  the  passions  of  men  are  every  where 
the  same;  and  that  the  variety  made  by 
the  idol  of  Doctor  Sceptic  (existing  cir- 
cumstances)  is  not  in  the  passions  them- 
selves, but  in  the  complexion  of  the  ob-  • 
jects  which  excite  theni.  Thou  wilt  re- 
mark, that  though  vice. and  folly  have  the 
appearance  of  being  every  where  j^'edomi- 

■  ^ 

nant,  that  it  is  only  the  superficial  obser^ 
ver,  who  will  from  thence  infer  the  non- 
existence of  wisdom  and  virtue.  Th^e 
have  been  traced  by  Maandaara  to  the 
bosom  of  retirement,  where  he  will  have 
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ohsenred  them  employed  in  scattering  the 
9weet  blossoms  of  domestic  peace :  and 
though  the  torch  of  vanity  glares  not  on 
their  dwelling,  ^  and  the  trump  of  fame 
sounds  not  at  their  approach,  he  will  never- 
theless have  remarked  with  pleasure  the 
extent  of  their  silent  reign,  and,  with 
Zaarmilla,  will^  pity  the  man  who  can  fbrm 
a  doubt  of  th^ir  existence. 


Of  the  various  religions  of  the  EngKsh, 
I  have  given- you  a  full  and  distinct  ac- 
count. You  will  perceive  by  it,  that  not- 
withstanding, the  progress  of  philosophy, 
and  the  report  of  Sheermaal,  that  that  of 
Christianity  is  not  ifet  entirely  extinct ;  but 
that,  like  virtue  and  wisdotn,  it  has  still 
3pmfe  adherents,  in  the  retired  scenes  of 
life. — You  will,  perhaps,  not  have  been 
able  to  discover  how  the  practices  enjoin- 
ed by'^ts  precepts  can  be  injurious  to  so- 
ciety ;  and  inclined  to  think,  that  the  love 
of  a  Being  of  infinite  wisdom  and  good- 
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ncss,  and  such  a  government  of  the  pas- 
sions as  enables  a  man  to  love  his  neigh- 
bour as  himself,  can  do  no  great  harm  to 
the  world. — Obnoxious  as..^e  precepts 
which  command  purity  of  heifrt,  unfeigned 
humility,  sanctity  of  morals^  and  simpli- 
city of  manners,  may  be  to  .the  philoso- 
pher, you  will  conclude  that  they  have,  in 
reality,  been  found  as  little  detrimental  to 
the  repose  of  the  individual,  as  the  expec- 
tation of  everlasting  felicity  has  been  to 
his  happiness.  I  am  sorry,  that  the  want 
of  success  attending  the  experiments  of 
the  worshippers  of  System,  presents  me 
with  nothing  to  oppose  to  yont  conclusions 
better  than  assertion ;  but  if  you  have  half 
the  complaisance  of  the  people  of  England, 
you  will  think  that  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  overturn  the  dictates  of  common  sense, 
though  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
ages ! — Such  faith  do  these  good  people 
put  in  the  assertions  of  philosophers  1 
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I  am  called  from  my  pen  to  witness  a 
ceremony  called  Signing  the  Settlements/ 
which  is  preliminary  to  the  marriage  of 
Mr  Darnley  and  the  blooming  Emma. 
The  day  aft^r  to-morrow  is  fixed  for  their 
nuptials,  and  on  the  day  following,  the 
amiable  bride  depuris  with  her  husband, 
loaded  with  paternal  blessings.  Though 
every  thing  is  to  be  conducted  in  common 
form,  and  exactly  in  conformity  to  Chris- 
tian prejudices,  I  do  not  know  but  this 
gentle  and  unassuming  girl  may  have  as 
great  a  chance  for  happiness,  as  if  she  had 
gone  off  with  her  lover  on  an  experiment 
of  abstract  principle. 

"  May  the  conduct  of  those  who  act 
**  well,  afford  pleasure  to  the  mind ! — May 
"  you,  ye  good,  find  friends  in  this  world  \ 
"  May  virtue  be  for  ever  to  be  found !" 

In  reading  the  letters  of  a  friend,  may 
the  goodness  of  his  intention  be  put  in 
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the  balance  with  his  errors ;  and  where 
the  former  is  found  predominant,  may  the 
latter  be  consigned  to  oblivion ! 

■ 

What  can  I  say  more  ? 
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THE  END. 
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Printed  by  Walker  and  Greig, 
Edinburgh. 
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